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If you are passionate about effecting real change for both your clients and your community, have technical 
and rural products knowledge to support clients and a proven track record in sales, including retail skills 

then we would like to hear from you!

For further information please contact Tim Salter 0429 649 693
To apply go to www.eldersrural.com.au/about-us/careers/
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Covid cases 
remain steady
Covid-19 cases have remained steady in the 
past week.

According to Central West Hospital and 
Health Service there was one case in Alpha, 
three in Barcaldine, three in Blackall, one in 
Boulia, 18 in Longreach, one in Muttaburra, 
three in Tambo, two in Windorah, and 15 in 
Winton. 

Central West Hospital and Health Sevice 
chief executive Anthony West said all cases 
were being managed at home or in their pri -
vate accommodation through a partnership 
between Central West Health and Metro North 
Hospital and Health Service.

“No further details will be provided due to 
confidentiality,” he said.
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Pig problem
Feral pigs are a threat to business viability, hu -
man health, and the environment throughout 
Australia.

They carry many diseases. 
In addition to the potential of becoming an 

uncontrollable vector if exotic diseases, such 
as foot and mouth, come to Australia, they also 
carry internal and external parasites and can 
transmit diseases such as sparganosis, melioi-
dosis, leptospirosis, Q fever, and brucellosis to 
humans (source DAF Qld).

Pig numbers are on the increase through -
out Western Queensland, particularly follow -
ing drought years and the reduction of com -
monwealth government support for control of 
this national threat in western regions.
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Stephanie Casey (Early Years), Tiahne Taylor (Middle Primary), Stacey Sander (Upper Primary) and Susie Brodie (School Officer).

Last year, Bridget Tully was 
just starting out as Principal 
of Winton’s St Patrick’s School, 
and in that time has seen a 
growing interest in the hard 
work she and her fellow teach -
ers have put in. 

Now that hard work has paid 
off, with an enrolment increase 
of 300 per cent and three new 
teachers and one school officer, 
Susie Brodie, who is learning to 
become a teacher herself.
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Building a school 

Tourism’s future
Yachatdac, a Barcaldine-based organisation, 
has been making strides in offering authentic 
indigenous experiences to locals and tourists 
alike. 

During the Covid era of 2020 and 2021, the 
organisation has been able to establish much 
of its infrastructure, and this year they look to 

establish blessing and cleansing smoking cer -
emonies. 

And looking into the future, they plan to de -
velop a “Cultural Knowledge Keeping Place” in 
the Central West. 

Managing director Suzanne Thompson said 
the community organisation is about protect -

ing indigenous heritage and caring for country 
and cultural practices. 

“This is why we call it guesting on the coun -
try,” she said.

“2020 was an interesting year because we 
were able to develop our infrastructure and 
because there was an increased desire for au-

thentic indigenous tourism. 
“So, 2021 that was when the flood gates 

were opened, and we were able to define what 
is guesting on country for us - what are the 
unique packages we can offer.” 
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CONTACT US

We’re one year from the historical cente -
nary of the Longreach Leader, and I have 
to say, I am deeply proud to be serving 
this paper. 

And while it has undergone a num -
ber of significant changes over the years, 
one thing has remained the same – the 
importance of local stories. 

To ensure this paper does make 100 
years, our team will continue to work 
hard to maintain what makes this paper 
great, delivering your stories. 

A good paper should be like a black 
hole, it should pull everyone in. 

No matter who you are, or your back -
ground, your story deserves to be deliv -
ered. 

That’s why we want to hear what you 
have to say. 

Please email us if you have 
any writing or any stories 
you’d like use to write to 
michael.williams@lead -
ertoday.com.au

 - Michael R Williams

By Michael R Williams 

Last year, Bridget Tully was just starting out 
as Principal of Winton’s St Patrick’s School, 
and in that time has seen a growing interest 
in the hard work she and her fellow teachers 
have put in. 

Now that hard work has paid off, with an 
enrolment increase of 300 per cent and three 
new teachers and one school officer, Susie 
Brodie, who is learning to become a teacher 
herself. 

Ms Tully said it was great to see the growth 
in the school. 

“When we first started, it was just me and 
one other teacher,” she said.

“We were lucky in that we had two expe -
rienced teachers in that multi-age context.

“We just really focused on showcasing 
our school, and when you have that small 
class size the teachers can really personalise 
the education for each student.

“No matter how much support they need, 
we can provide that.”

Ms Tully said she was proud of the dedi -
cation her team of teachers and school offi -

cers have shown over the past year.
“We did the dinosaur dig last year, and we 

hosted a school fete and that’s a big event in 
town,” she said.

“The community has really supported 
us.”

One of the bigger parts of Ms Tully’s phi -
losophy was to make sure the kids were 
working every day.

“We wanted them working every minute 
of every day – we just want the best for the 
kids,” she said.

“From their welfare to their academics, 
we wanted the best for them every minute of 
every day.”

The new teachers to the team are Stepha-
nie Casey and Tiahne Taylor.  

“Stephanie Casey, who will be teach-
ing Prep to Year 1, recently graduated from 
Flinders University,” Ms Tully said.

“We asked her to come on board because 
she’s got everything you want in terms of 
that nurturing and caring personality,” she 
said.

“I guess she’s really focused herself on 
student wellbeing, which is really important 

when students are coming in for those first 
years.

Ms Tully said Ms Taylor, who will teach 
years 2 to 3, is an experienced small school 
teacher from Jericho State School. 

“It wasn’t uncommon for her to have Prep 
to Year 6 groupings, which was similar to 
what we had with our smaller numbers,” she 
said.

“We have her on for her experience and 
wealth of knowledge, and she can also be a 
mentor to some of our other teachers.

“Then we have Stacey Sanders, who has 
worked with us for six months and actually 
grew up in Winton.

“She’s absolutely blown our socks off with 
the levels of engagement she was getting 
with the bigger kids.”

Going into this year, the school is look -
ing to maintain the quality teaching it has 
achieved.

“We’ve got such a wonderful environ -
ment and our parents are so supportive, and 
we just want to continue that,” Ms Tully said.

“We’ll be looking at our playgrounds and 
infrastructure now.” 

They’re building an outback school 
Stephanie Casey (Early Years), Tiahne Taylor (Middle Primary), Stacey Sander (Upper Primary) 
and Susie Brodie (School Officer).

Bridget Tully has been the Principal of the 
Winton St Patrick’s Catholic School for just 
over a year, and there is much more to be 
excited about. 
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Authentic tourism 
By Michael R Williams 

Yachatdac, a Barcaldine-based organisation, 
has been making strides in offering authentic 
indigenous experiences to locals and tourists 
alike. 

During the Covid era of 2020 and 2021, the 
organisation has been able to establish much 
of its infrastructure, and this year they look to 
establish blessing and cleansing smoking cer -
emonies. 

And looking into the future, they plan to de -
velop a “Cultural Knowledge Keeping Place” in 
the Central West. 

Managing director Suzanne Thompson said 
the community organisation is about protect -
ing indigenous heritage and caring for country 
and cultural practices. 

“This is why we call it guesting on the coun -
try,” she said.

“2020 was an interesting year because we 
were able to develop our infrastructure and 
because there was an increased desire for au-
thentic indigenous tourism. 

“So, 2021 that was when the flood gates 
were opened, and we were able to define what 
is guesting on country for us – what are the 
unique packages we can offer.” 

Last year, Yachatdac had school groups 
visit and camp, they hosted event tour -
ism such as their traditional fire workshop 
and an event where Archaeologists visited 
Gracevale (Yachatdac’s property) for three 
weeks, and tourists could witness discoveries  

happening in real-time. 
Another event Yachatdac host is a culture 

camp, which was not held in 2021, but Ms 
Thompson said had great numbers in 2020. 

Going into this year, Yachatdac is looking to 
include more tailored experiences for people. 

“We’ll still look to open up one day a week, 
on a Sunday, and we’ll pick people up from the 
front of the property for people who book,” Ms 
Thompson said. 

“Where they will be brought through with a 
guided tour.” 

Ms Thompson said locals and tourists alike 
can get excited for “getting under the stars, 
learning to make local artifacts, and learning 
about local stories”.

“One of the big things we’re looking to offer 
this year is an authentic welcome to country,” 
she said.

“We’re going to look to offer that one day a 
week for visitors who truly want to go through 
a blessing and smoking ceremony, we’re offer -
ing that for a donation.”

Before the Olympics in 2032, Ms Thompson 
said Yachatdac is looking to build a $200 mil -
lion Cultural Knowledge Keeping Place. 

“We’ve started the process with the State 
Government, and we’ve been in talks with both 
the Mayors at Longreach and Barcaldine,” she 
said. 

“We’ve got the Qantas Founders Museum, 
we’ve got the Stockman’s Hall of Fame, and 
we’ve got Dinosaurs, but the Indigenous sto -

ries is the one thing that they know is missing. 
“So, for us, we’d like to complete that in ten 

years and to have a facility that celebrates the 
ancient knowledge of this land.” 

Ms Thompson said it would be a truth-tell -
ing space that would not shy away from some 
of the harsher realities of colonial history and 
aim to share knowledge that would be a shame 
if forgotten. 

“It will detail the massacres and repatria -
tions of remains,” she said. 

“… The thing that’s really challenging, at 
the moment is, how do you develop an au -
thentic tourism experience without selling out 
on your culture – and staying true to what it 
should be about. 

“So, when we talk about when we have 
a law – not everybody could just grab some 
ochre and just crush some ochre and put it one 
something, but we’ve got to be able to teach 
this into the future.” 

“Our wall that we’ve got, and you’re wel -
come to come out, and I think it’s important 
to come out, and actually see and experience 
what we have here.”

An example of some heritage that could be 
shared at the Keeping Place is the “Seven Sis-
ters Wall”, which Ms Thompson said is like the 
Old Testament story for the creation of Austra -
lia, and Archaeologists have said was the wall, 
in Barcaldine, the first place this story was 
sketched.

“It’s going to rewrite history,” Ms Thompson 
said. 
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Congratulations
 

Well done
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  Shop 2, Studio Exclusive Arcade,  
120A Eagle Street, Longreach QLD 4730  

 07 4521 5700   lachlanmillarmp.com
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TWU speaks out on weakening of licence requirements
The Transport Workers Union has spoken out 
against proposed “weakening of licence re -
quirements for truck drivers“, saying it would 
only make Australia’s dealiest industry more 
dangerous. 

A union spokesperson said it has been 
pushing governments to implement struc -
tured, thought through competency-based 
licensing for years, but the new changes pro -
posed by National Cabinet come without any 
consultation with TWU.

“This is yet another panicked, half-baked 
response from a government that has ignored 

warnings and failed to plan for the reality of 
Covid-19,” said Nick McIntosh, National As -
sistant Secretary.

“Now the Morrison government is just 
falling back into bad habits of listening to the 
bosses, or unrepresentative swill by the likes 
of the Australian Trucking Association, who 
see this crisis as an opportunity to cut cor -
ners and erode safety standards.

“Scaling back hours required to obtain a 
trucker’s licence and opting instead for a ce -
real box licensing scheme will only make our 
roads more deadly.”

So far in 2022, 12 people killed in truck 
crashes, including three truck drivers.

“We already know what the outcome will 
be if we weaken licensing requirements,“ 
said Mr McIntosh.  

“Last time we discussed licensing, train -
ing changes, and reliance on foreign drivers, 
we had truckies who were blocking tunnels 
they couldn’t fit under because they didn’t 
know how to reverse the truck.

“Before anyone gets behind the wheel 
they need training.”

A 2021 Senate report into improving 
transport safety, recommended improving 
regulation around truck licensing.

“The government has ignored every effort 
to make roads and trucking safer – from ig -
noring the need for RATs to keep the supply 
chain running to dismissing the comprehen-
sive recommendations of a two-year long 
Senate Inquiry into the trucking industry,“ 
said Mr McIntosh

“Now Scott Morrison is panicking and 
trying to put band-aid solutions to cover his 
own mess.” 
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Strong rain is too patchy
By Michael R Williams 

Nogo Station had significant rain over the past 
week and, while founding director of Outback 
Pioneers and Kinnon & Co – the company that 
owns and manages the station – is optimistic 
about the rain going into this year’s tourist sea -
son he recognises that much more is needed to 
break the drought. 

Richard Kinnon said his second station 
“Outamorella“ didn’t get a drop of the rain.

“Our boundary is 50 kilometres from the 
Nogo boundary so that gives you a little bit of 
an idea that the rain can get misread,” he said. 

“Inner-city people might see on TV that 
Longreach has copped all this rain, but be -
cause it’s storm rain, it’s very patchy – not too 
far away they didn’t get the rain,” he said.

“It was isolated rain, and we were very for -
tunate to receive on Nogo Station.”

Nonetheless, Mr Kinnon said on Nogo Sta -
tion, it was the best amount of rain in one in -
stance they’ve had in seven years.

“That goes to show you that we were in a re-
ally serious drought,” he said.

“In the last seven-eight, you go out after the 
rain and the cracks are still there, you can see 
where the rain started to run down into the 
cracks. 

“But there’s still cracks in the ground.”
Mr Kinnon said this time the cracks had 

disappeared meaning the soil has filled up 
from the bottom. 

“That’s why we’re really hoping we get some 
follow-up rain in the next week,” he said.

“There’s much much more needed, we need 
to see that ground really get some subsurface 
moisture.

“That rain will be completely useless to us if 
we don’t get any follow-up, it’d just go to noth -
ing.”

If there were follow-up rain, Mr Kinnon said 
he may be able to return his stock from agist -
ment.

“If we could get our grass and our herbage 
and all the things that come with good rain, 
we’ll be able to bring our livestock home. 

“That would be an absolutely amazing, it’s a 
big expense trying to manage them when they 
are a thousand kilometres away.”

Nogo Station is also a tourist destination, 

where Mr Kinnon through his company Out -
back Pioneers hosts tours.

He said the rain is likely to be very benefi -
cial come tourist season.

“When we start in April, our tourist sea -
son for 2022 has already had massive forward 
bookings to the extent, I could say, we’ve had 
a 50 to 60 per cent increase in forward book-
ings,” he said.

“This year is shaping up really strong – we 
don’t want to crow on about that too much be -

cause of the Covid factor.
“The rain is going to make our tourist sea -

son so much more excitable because the bird -
life comes back, the wildlife comes back; it’s a 
very amazing, wonderful country we live in, 
and to see it go from one extreme to another, 
it’s worlds apart.”

Mr Kinnon said he will be excited to see 
the Cobb & Co (the Kinnon Co stage coach) 
not to be going across the bull dust and dry 
plains, but going through the golden fields  

of Mitchell Grass. 
“Those people that came last year and in 

2020, if we get follow-up rain, they can come 
back to a whole new world,” he said.

“It’ll be other side of the outback.
“They can jump in on their four-wheel 

drives and their campers and it’s a completely 
different holiday.

“It’s something that the coast can’t offer, the 
two different extremes – it’s unique about the 
outback.” 
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By Michael R Williams 

After outgrowing their initial home in the 
Longreach Powerhouse Museum, the Men’s 
Shed subsequently was moved to the wool 
pavilion. 

Now, they look to move again, and pend -
ing a council decision, hope to move to a lot 
near the Girl Guides. 

Longreach Men’s Shed president Bill Park -
er said the Men’s Shed did a lot of little proj -
ects to improve the way of life in the Long -
reach region. 

“We repair toys for kids in the kindergar -
ten, helping with cars where the wheel broke 
off, and the last few years we’ve been making 
cutouts for Anzac Day and that type of thing,” 
he said.

Mr Parker said the Men’s Shed helps a lot 
with the mental health of locals who may not 
often talk about that type of thing.

“I think the main thing is to make people 
one of the boys,” he said.

“We don’t give anyone any special treat -
ment and that’s vitally important.

“It’s a lot of fun – we tell a lot of jokes.”
The Men’s Shed welcomes new members 

of the community, including a new member 
who has experience in cabinet making. 

But the group have their struggles, the 
wool pavilion can often be too hot in sum -
mer, and when the Men’s Shed have to share 
the space, they are moved into a smaller 
section of the pavilion which can become 
cramped and unsafe. 

“The council allowed us to come here, 
which was good, but it still has a few disad -
vantages,” Mr Parker said.

“When they hire out the shed we have to 
retreat to those small rooms. 

“We make no secret of the fact that we 
would love our own permanent shed.”

Mr Parker said having their own shed 
would allow the men to have their own wood 
lays bolted to the floor.

“It’s a thing that you have to do to make it 
work properly, whereas here, it’s difficult be -
cause you have to wheel them out and done 
being used we have to wheel them back,” he 
said.

“We’ve thought about a few ways to tem -
porarily bolt them down, but I don’t think 
that’s the way to go.

“It would help secure the future of the 
Men’s Shed; we could get more members.”

The proposed shed would be shared with 
the Longreach Rotary who are looking for a 
storage shed.

“We’re hoping to get 200 square metres, 
and we would share a toilet and kitchen with 

Rotary,” Mr Parker said.
“At the Powerhouse, we had 80 square 

metres, and I reckon if we doubled that and 
added a bit more, that would be a reasonable 
size.”

The first attempt to have their own Men’s 
Shed was to have it built at the Showgrounds, 

which had not been supported by Council, 
according to Mr Parker. 

Now they look to Council for support on 
this endeavour. 

“We’re hoping it will be supported by 
Council, if we do all the things we have to do, 
we hope they will approve it,” he said. 

Longreach Men’s Shed on the hunt for a new home 

The Longreach Men’s Shed is currently situated in the Wool Pavilion. 
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Covid cases stay steady 
Covid-19 cases have remained steady in the 
past week.

According to Central West Hospital and 
Health Service there was one case in Alpha, 
three in Barcaldine, three in Blackall, one in 
Boulia, 18 in Longreach, one in Muttaburra, 
three in Tambo, two in Windorah, and 15 in 
Winton. 

Central West Hospital and Health Sevice 
chief executive Anthony West said all cases 
were being managed at home or in their pri -
vate accommodation through a partnership 
between Central West Health and Metro North 
Hospital and Health Service.

“No further details will be provided due to 
confidentiality,” he said.

The total cases in the West since the recent 
outbreak, recorded by the Central West Hospi -
tal and Health Service, has been 166.

“Vaccination remains our best protection 
against Covid-19,” Mr West said. 

“While being vaccinated will not prevent 
you getting Covid-19, vaccination has been 
proven to reduce the severity of the illness and 
help keep you out of hospital and, especially, 
out of intensive care.

“Also wear masks as directed, practice so-
cial distancing and good hygiene, including 
frequent washing of hands with sanitiser and 
get tested if you have symptoms, no matter 
how mild.”

Covid-19 symptoms include: Fever, sore 
throat, runny nose, cough, shortness of breath, 
fatigue, diarrhoea, vomiting, nausea or lack of 
taste or smell.

“Over the coming weeks, Covid-19 will con -
tinue to impact you and your family,” Mr West 
said. 

“Currently, 92 per cent of eligible Central 
West residents aged 12 years and older are 
now fully vaccinated with two doses of vac -
cine.

“The rate of vaccination amongst our First 
Nations residents also is very high with 79.9 
per cent of those aged 12 years and over fully 
vaccinated.”

Mr West said the Central West Health’s 
vaccination clinics have been busy deliver -
ing booster vaccinations to eligible people 
aged 18 years and over and vaccinations for 
children aged 5-11 years, as well as first and 
second doses for those who haven’t yet had 
them.

“To date, we have delivered 3879 booster 
vaccinations across the region,” he said. 

“If you are due for your booster, you must 
come out and get it.

“Don’t sit at home and think, “I’ll wait this 
one out’’.

“The booster is that added level of protec -
tion that is critical during this current Omicron 
wave, and to also protect you against whatever 
may be around the corner.”

Mr West said if you’re over 18 and you 
haven’t received your booster, you’re not fully 
protected.

“In addition to boosters, we have also so far 
delivered 289 vaccinations to children aged 
5–11 years in Blackall, Barcaldine, Longreach, 
and Winton,” he said. 

“In addition to Central West Health, the 
Royal Flying Doctor Service (Qld Section) is 
delivering child vaccinations in the region.

“Remember, the child vaccine has to be de -
livered in two doses about eight weeks apart, 
so it’s vital children are brought back for their 

second dose for maximal protection.
“The sooner you bring your child in for that 

first dose, the sooner the second dose date will 
come around so your child can complete their 
course of vaccination.”

Current confirmed community vaccination 
clinics are: Alpha 27 January, Longreach 28 and 
29 January, Aramac 31 January, Tambo 2 Feb-
ruary, Isisford 4 February, Barcaldine 8 to 10 
February

Bookings are essential, please phone 1800 
953 703, or email: CW-COVAX@health.qld.gov.
au

For 5-11 years, the call centre team will pro -
vide information on available appointments 
and parent/guardian consent requirements.

Blackall General Practice also provides Co-
vid-19 vaccinations for everyone aged 5 years 
and over in the Blackall and surrounding prop -
erty area.

Phone the Blackall General Practice on 4657 
8200 during business hours to discuss your 
nurse-led vaccination appointment.
Please note that tighter visitor restrictions are 
now in place for public and private hospitals 
across Queensland to ensure the ongoing safe-
ty of patients and staff. In summary:
Mr West said in local Emergency Departments, 
only a single visitor is permitted if they are 
either the parent or guardian of a dependent 
child or a support person for a patient requir -
ing significant assistance (physical, verbal, 
cultural support).

“In most patient settings, a maximum of 
two fully vaccinated visitors for each patient is 
permitted,” he said. 

“For antenatal classes, women are request-
ed to attend appointments on their own.  

“If there are exceptional circumstances, 
women must seek permission from the clinic 
prior to attending the appointment.”

Mr West said that during birth, there can 
only be two support people (including the 
partner) in the birthing suite.  

“After birth, no more than two vaccinated 
visitors are permitted at any one time,” he said.

“If a child has surgery, then parents may 
visit after surgery.

“Visitors can be permitted for the purpose 
of an end of life visit.

“For Covid designated zones, beds or wards 
there are no visitors until the patient is a child, 
has a cognitive impairment, or has a need for 
a full time support person (due for example to 
frailty, self-care needs, or a communication 
partner) provided the visitor is fully vacci -
nated, and has received a booster dose where 
eligible.”

Testing is available for free at all our facili -
ties in the Central West through a combination 
of Rapid Antigen Tests (RATs) and Polymerase 
Chain Reaction (PCR) tests, depending on in-
dividual requirements.

“You must quarantine until you have re -
ceived your test result,” Mr West said. 

“If you test positive, our staff will provide 
information on quarantining and next steps.

“We are encouraging everyone to make a 
Covid-19 Ready plan.”

Visit the Covid Ready website for informa -
tion: https://www.qld.gov.au/health/condi -
tions/health-alerts/coronavirus-covid-19/
covid-ready

To register a home RAT test, visit: https://
www.qld.gov.au/rat-positive 
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Irvines
4658 1666

New Ladies Just Country 
Patterned Workshirts.  

Heaps of new prints has  
just arrived. 100% Cotton  

Size 8 to 20 

$45 each

Get back to school ready
with Shoe B Doo School Shoes
from Clarks and Grosby

Keep your shoes looking their 
best with our wide range of 
Shoe Care products

113 Eagle St, Longreach
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A splash of patriotism flavours Australia Day fun
By Michael R Williams 

The threat of rain didn’t stop Longreach lo -
cals from having their time in the sun. 

Despite the cancellation many local 
children flocked to the Longreach Aquatic 
Centre for free entry. 

Aquatic Centre Manager Amanda Ross 
said it was great to see so many children 
who seemed to be enjoying themselves. 

“So far we’ve got our inflatable up in the 
pool; we’ve got heaps of kids on it at the mo -
ment,“ she said.

“Throughout the day we’ll have a slip 
and slide and a free sausage sizzle.“ 

Sharon Wardille, Billy Nix, and Ross Wardille having a great day out. 

Lance Fox and Andrew Watts calling the action on 4lg. Deborah Dolinski and Anna White enjoying the sun... temporarily. 

Conrad Oates, Josh King.

Gavin Farry enjoying the day out. 
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Aus Day award winners 
The Longreach Regional Council made the 
tough decision to cancel all Australia Day 
Award ceremonies in the region due to the 
weather conditions and instead announced 
the recipients online at 9:00am on the day. 

Recipients were invited to collect their 
awards in person at a future Council meeting. 

The planned cricket match in Ilfracombe 
and a colour run in Isisford were also can -
celled, but all other events proceeded.

Isisford will host a community breakfast at 
the new time of 8:30 am, and Ilfracombe will 
host its community barbeque and activities 
starting at 5:00 pm on the deck at the Recre-
ation Centre. 

Activities at the Longreach Aquatic Centre 
also went ahead mostly as planned, with activ -
ities commencing at 10:00am including a free 
sausage sizzle for lunch.

There was still free pool entry across the 

region and senior’s lunches in Longreach and 
Ilfracombe.

Yaraka is still set to host its celebrations this 
Saturday 29 January – with free pool entry and 
a community dinner.
The Austrlian of the year awards went to as 
follows:

 · Citizen of the Year
Benjamin Palmer

 · Young Citizen of the Year
Macen Palmer

 · Senior Sporting Achievement
Daniel Prosser

 · Junior Sporting Achievement
Kody Hunt

 · Team Sporting Achievement
 Longreach Senior Rugby League Longreach/
Ilfracombe Tigers

 · Sports Administration
Malcolm Sellick

 · Senior Cultural Award
Georgia Palmer

 · Junior Cultural Award
Harley Walker

 · Community Group or Association Cultural 
Award
Thomson River Lions Club Inc

 · Community Event of the Year
 Longreach Jockey Club ‘Sprout Agribusiness 
Longreach Cup /Country Cups Challenge’

Ilfracombe:

 · Citizen of the Year
Kate Wright

 · Young Citizen of the Year
Georgia Wright

 · Senior Sporting Achievement
Nadia Hoad

 · Community Volunteer of the Year
Jo Winkleman

 · Junior Achievement
Harry Cameron

 · Community Event of the Year
 Ilfracombe Sport and Recreation Organisa -
tion ‘Family Fun Day’

Isisford/Yaraka:

 · Citizen of the Year
Brad Edwards

 · Young Citizen of the Year
Lacey-Jane Ferriday

 · Senior Sporting Achievement
Tom Littlewood

 · Community Volunteer of the Year
Leonie Vanderwolf

 · Junior Achievement
Hayden Ferriday

 · Community Event of the Year
 Yaraka Youth Association ‘Yaraka Charity 
Ball’
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By Michael R Williams

The Longreach Uniting Church did several 
different charity activities to help locals 
through the Christmas season.

Reverend Jenny Coombes said this year 
they partnered with Aspley Uniting Church 
in Brisbane who raised funds for the local 
church to help locals in the community 
who may need an extra bonus at Christmas 
where they needed the help.

“That went out in a couple of ways, we 
mainly do it as grocery gift cards,” she said.

“That helps them with their food and 
Christmas dinner and just getting through.

Another tradition the church does, one 
that started before Ms Coombes arrived, is 
we put a basket at the front of the church for 
the period of advent.

“People put non-perishable items there 
that are suitable for lunch, and for that we 
cycle it through the emergency services,” 
she said.

“So we take it up to the people who are 
working on Christmas Day to help them 
celebrate their Christmas lunch and say 
thank you for all that you do.”

This year, appropriately, they chose the 

hospital – but other years it could be the fire 
department or SES. 

Over the past few years, COVID-19 has 
interrupted several of the activities the 
church would otherwise undertake, includ -
ing social crafts run for kids on the week af -
ter school finishes.

“There are a few things I’d see come 
back,” she said.

“I’d also love to hear some new ideas, 
and I’d love to get some more people so we 
can get our Christmas lights up again.”

Ms Coombes said it was about practic -
ing what the church preaches and keeping 
the real meaning behind Christmas.

“And whilst we do help people at Christ -
mas, that’s something we do all year around 
when we have funds available,” she said.

“It’s always a balancing act, working who 
we can help, how many and how much be -
cause funds can be hard to come by.

“We’re in a drought and everyone’s af -
fected, and the church is in the same boat.”

Ms Coombes also mentioned the sec-
ond hand bookstore that is open during the 
Tourist season. 

“We’re also looking at doing pancake day 
in March,” she said.

Church lends a hand 

NEWS  LeaderToday.com.au 

The social impact of arts
By Michael R Williams

Now in its final year, a QUT research project, 
many years in the making, has started to draw 
its final conclusions. 

The project, “The Role of the Creative Arts 
in Regional Australia: A Social Impact Model”, 
funded by Australian Research Council Link -
age Project, has worked with several the town-
ships across Western Queensland – Longreach, 
Barcaldine, Blackall, and Tambo – to create a 
better understanding of the value of the arts in 
those communities. 

The research project also connects Central 
West Queensland with the Northwest Corridor 
of Tasmania. 

Lead Researcher Sandra Gattenhof said 
that while those two sites are geographically 
different, and physiologically different, they 
are joined by the agricultural and industrial 
heritage. 

“What we’re looking at, is how the arts 
builds capacity in both in individuals and 
communities,” she said.

“We’re not talking about art for art’s sake – 
we’re looking at social impact.

“Education, health, tourism, economic de -
velopment, what are the things that happen 
for individuals in communities when engag -
ing in the arts? Is the question that we’re ask -
ing.”

Ms Gattenhof said a part of the role of the 
project was to help local communities to help 
create income in the community so that they 
can do the arts projects that they want to do.

As the research is coming to its conclusion, 
Ms Gattenhof and her team are starting to find 
what is the major themes behind their work. 

“They are twinned; there is the sense of 
belonging, the arts allow communities to do 
what I call “hold people in place”, she said.

“If there is a strong arts infrastructure – and 

I’m not talking high end art, I’m talking things 
that are local such as the local sewing group or 
local leather making group – they allow people 
to belong, which allows people to invest in a 
community so they stay there for longer. 

“So you get a much more stable population, 
which is very important in a place like Central 
Western Queensland.”

The other conclusion Ms Gattenhof and her 
team had, was that the arts create a sense of 
wellbeing. 

“If you feel like you belong, you feel like 
you’re worthwhile, and therefore you mental 
wellbeing is good, these two things go togeth -
er,” she said.

“The other two things that are really evident 
at the moment is thrive-ability and entrepre -
neurship.

“Thrive-ability is around people being able 
to sustain their livelihood, so we’re talking 
about small business.”

An example Ms Gattenhof gave was the Bar-
caldine business, Artisanal Originals, a meet -
ing place for local craftspeople to sell their 
wares and have a coffee.

“The owner went on to create the Shop of 
Opportunity which is similar but just for lo -
cals,” she said.

“Those two things didn’t exist 12 months 
ago, but she saw the need.

“So she’s thriving, her family’s thriving, and 
the people she’s now employed are thriving.”

Another example she gave was Red Ridge 
and Red Ridge the Label, which started out as 
a very small and local arts council.

“RAPAD CEO David Arnold always ssays 
that Red Ridge is his greatest success through 
RAPAD funding,” Ms Gattenhof said.

The team behind the research project will 
be back in the Central West in July this year to 
conclude their work.

Community consultation workshop June 2021, Grassland Gallery Tambo. 
 Pictures: LONGBOW PRODUCTIONS

Research travel to Blackall, June 2021.

Community consultation workshop 2021, 
 Picture: RESEARCH PROJECT TEAM

Reserach travel to Blackall, June 2021.
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Are you a LEGO 
mastermind?

Barkers Newsagency's hosts the  
LEGO Building Competition during February

HUGE all-new LEGO range of your favourites instore now 

Kids get ready with your ideas about what you'd like to build 
Grab an entry form instore to nominate now & submit your masterpiece 

by 5 pm on February 28

Judged on creativity and originality, this is not about following a booklet   
Instead, create a unique idea from your real or imaginary world

Inaugural Adults category + juniors and seniors! 
Every entry proudly displayed instore 

Voucher prizes for winners & runners up

Experience the fun of LEGO little mechanics,  
engineers and architects in the making

Last year's winner was a shearing shed - what will this year's be?
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A big pig of 
a problem
By Bruce Honeywill;  
Desert Channels Queensland 

Feral pigs are a threat to business viability, hu -
man health, and the environment throughout 
Australia.

They carry many diseases. 
In addition to the potential of becoming an 

uncontrollable vector if exotic diseases, such 
as foot and mouth, come to Australia, they also 
carry internal and external parasites and can 
transmit diseases such as sparganosis, melioi-
dosis, leptospirosis, Q fever, and brucellosis to 
humans (source DAF Qld).

Pig numbers are on the increase through -
out Western Queensland, particularly follow -
ing drought years and the reduction of com -
monwealth government support for control of 
this national threat in western regions.

Three neighbouring cattle stations recently 
cooperated together to self-fund a profession -
al feral pig cull that has put a significant dent 
in the pig population. 

This shoot will have a widespread positive 
effect over a large area of the Desert Channels 
region.  

Before Christmas, South Galway, Keer-
oongooloo, and Tanbar stations combined in 
neighbourly cooperation and self-funded a 
helicopter and a professional shooter to carry 
out the pig shoot, putting the plan together at 
the time of year when best long term results 
can be expected from the cull.

The result was that almost two thousand 
pigs were professionally culled in the six-day 
shoot, two days on each station.

On post-mortem inspection, many of the 
pigs were found to be sows in advanced stages 
of pregnancy. 

With the current good season, a high sur -
vival rate of young pigs could be expected. 

One estimate based on pregnant sows 
shows the shoot reduced the channel country 
2022 pig population by up to 8,000 pigs. 

This reduction will slow the expansion of 
the feral pigs north and south along the Coo -
per system and beyond.

Amplification of the channel country shoot 
occurred when at the same time South Aus -
tralia Arid Lands (SAAL) carried out a similar 
channel country shoot just over the border 
with 850 pigs culled on the Cooper system.

Feral pigs are a major business enterprise 
and environmental threat throughout Western 
Queensland.

Biosecurity Queensland has been reported 
estimating feral pigs cost the agriculture sector 
$100 million per year nationally.

The animals cause infrastructure damage; 
they are commonly known to destroy float 
valves on troughs with the subsequent loss 
of valuable water, placing cattle and sheep in 
jeopardy.

The piggish habits of wallowing in wetlands 
and digging large areas for subterranean food-
stuffs cause erosion and general environmen -
tal damage.

Glenn McCamley is the manager of South 
Galway station, owned by the AA Company. 

He says pigs are a problem on the 1.2 mil-
lion acre property of choice channel country.

“Back in 2012 pigs were out of control and 
we shot thousands of pigs helped by govern -
ment funding through Desert Channels,” he 
said. 

Since that shoot, the government support 
of feral pig control in Western Queensland has 
dried up and large pig numbers have returned. 

“Since then we’ve worked with the Desert 
Channels using their ammo, but using our 
guys and local choppers  to go out and do the 
pig control ourselves.”

Mr McCamley says the biggest problem is 
damage to turkey nests, water infrastructure, 
contamination of water.

“We have to constantly go around checking, 
fixing fences around turkey nests. If we don’t 
control it and get really good seasons, the pig 
numbers will get out of hand and if they are 
not controlled,” he said.

Feral pig control methods are air and 
ground shooting, baiting, and trapping. 

Andrew Miller is the manager of Braidwood 
near Jundah, on the Thomson River. 

He says that shooting, when done profes -
sionally and to humane standards, is the most 
efficient method as the results can be quanti -
fied.

“You see the tangible outcomes with shoot -
ing. With baiting the results are less obvious 
and trapping is labour-intensive and less ef -
fective than the others,” Andrew Miller said.

Glenn McCamley was instrumental in get -
ting the three neighbouring properties togeth -
er for the recent shoot. 

Pilot Brian Philp of 3 Rivers Helicopters 
and a highly regarded shooter flew two days 
on Keeroongooloo, two days on South Galway, 
and rounded out the week on Tanbar.

While the controlled shoot was funded by 
the stations, Desert Channels Queensland 
supported the effort by supplying avgas and 
ammunition.

“The more support we get from the federal 
government, the easier the problem is,” An -
drew Miller from Braidwood said. 

He said that with the uncertainty of seasons 
in the West, during many years landholders do 
not have the surplus income to invest in feral 
pig control.

“Government assistance helps get a broad 
community and industry approach to these 
things. The more people we can get at any one 
time, the more effective the operations will be 
and government support certainly helps bring 
more people on board.” 

Glenn McCamley is the manager of South Galway Station near Windorah.

Andrew Miller from Braidwood near Jundah says Government support is needed to control the 
widespread pig problem.
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Living a life of luxury: grateful for the simple things
I love where I live, but from time to time, things 
happen that I don’t love. 

Like the burst pipe, we had the other day, 
which led to an empty water tank, an empty 
sub-tank, and no water from the taps. 

Thankfully we have alternatives that may 
not run, but at least provide water for cooking 
and drinking. 

And bathing, if necessary, which it was that 
day since it took a while to sort the leak.

When the water was finally restored, it drib -
bled out of the tap in a dirty, brown stream. 

But it was greeted with gratitude, I can tell 
you.

It got me thinking how some people have 
just a drizzle of brown water all the time. 

Or no running water at all. 
Which reminded me of an old Monty Py -

thon routine, the Four Yorkshiremen. 

Except, if they were four outback men the 
routine would go something like this:

“I had a trickle of brown water coming out 
of the tap.”

“Luxury ... you had a tap. I had to pump 
our brown water by hand and carry it into the 
house.”

“Luxury ... you had a pump. I had to walk a 
mile with a bucket to the waterhole to collect 
our brown water and carry it back.”

“Luxury ... you had your own waterhole. I 
had to walk to the town hole and stand in a line 
an all before I could fill my bucket.”

“Luxury ... you had a bucket ...”
You get the drift.
It made me appreciate how good we have 

it where we live, the infrastructure, access to 
clean water, and healthy food. 

And so much more. 
I lived in a place where we had running wa -

ter, but not for drinking. 
There was a pumphouse near the edge of 

town that pumped up spring water from below 
the ground. 

We were given a five-gallon drum to fill. 
The principal arranged for the school care -

taker to fill them, but I used to go myself. 
The extra effort seemed to make it taste all 

the sweeter, and it was already the clearest, 
coolest, most beautiful water I’d ever had the 
pleasure to drink.

There’s nothing like working for something, 
or doing without it, to make you appreciate it 
all the more. 

It seems out here we get ample opportunity 
to do just that. 

Beyond water shortages, there are power 
outages, of which we’ve had a few this stormy 
summer. 

And of course, good rain means no roads. 
At least until the mud dries out.
Thankfully, such a state of affairs is usually 

temporary, and it’s back to ‘luxury’ again. 
As my husband says, if you have hot and cold 

water under pressure, you are living in luxury.
Sometimes I think we need that little re -

minder of just how lucky we are. 

ILFRACOMBE 
INKLINGS
JOANNE ROBERTSON

By Ann Britton; Ann Britton Photography 

Yesterday I tried to post this dedication to a 
wonderful friend, Bruiser, who was 80 yester -
day.

The fact that I was trying to do it while it 
was storming outside, and I didn’t write it in 
Word like I am now … and they - the words - 
disappeared … you would think I would learn.

Bruiser, and his equally wonderful wife 
Bev, used to call Boulia home until they had 
to move to the coast.

They were a big part of the community. 
Bruiser is a larger-than-life character and 

Bev, his quieter sidekick.
Bruiser worked and played hard. 
He and Bev are adored and loved by all 

their family and loved by many outside their 
family. 

They are magic people.
Bruiser and Bev watched Rick and his 

brothers grow up and they got to be part of 
our kid’s lives since nappies. 

We are blessed to have them in our lives.
Bruiser has a saying (one of hundreds), 

“never rains in January” - there is a very good 
story that goes with this saying, that hap -
pened on one of his birthdays, many years 
ago, but I will leave that for another day.

When it rained 42mm 168pts on the 20th 
January … I smiled and could hear Bruiser 
saying, “never rains in January, Annie”.

The first photo was taken on the 20th Jan-
uary in the morning before any rain. 

This is the horse paddock at Goodwood. 
It has been decades since it was actually 

used as a “horse paddock“. 

It is more of a holding paddock now for 
the cattle, and the last paddock the cattle are 
put into before the yard when they are mus -
tered to Goodwood cattle yard.

It is the paddock the cattle trucks come 
through to get to the yard.

During the first lot of rain on the 20th, the 
horse paddock was a sea of water. 

After the 42mm, the next morning there 
wasn’t a puddle showing in this paddock, the 

thirsty earth just sucked it up.
Then we had 55mm on the 23rd, and the 

horse paddock did have puddles the morn -
ing after. 

Yesterday afternoon, as 4-5 storms went 
over, we received 22mm and I put #Dame -
Drone up to show what the horse paddock 
looks like soaked. 

I couldn’t do this with the other falls as 
they were later in the evening. 

This morning, again, I can’t see the pud -
dles, but I swear I can see the grass growing.

So happy belated 80th birthday, Bruiser 
Thanks for your birthday gift to your old 

stomping grounds, Bruiser. 
We greatly appreciated it. “Never rains in 

January” 
You gorgeous old bugger, we miss you 

very much. 
Love and hugs. 

It never rains in January, or so Brusier’s saying goes

Before and after photos of the deep rain received in Boulia.

NEWS  LeaderToday.com.au 

Celebrations continue
It’s good to be back with you again for my first 
column of the year. 

I hope you all had a joyous Christmas and 
are looking forward, as I am, to a good year in 
our region.

I’d like to thank everyone in our commu -
nities for their vigilance and continued care 
when it comes to keeping safe. 

Yes, Covid has entered our community, as it 
has all over the state, but we can be proud of 
ourselves – we’re seeing lots of people coming 
forward for their boosters. 

That’s one of the most important things 
you can do right now; but it’s also important to 
maintain appropriate hygiene and distancing, 
keep wearing masks where appropriate, and 
keep checking in. 

The Premier is urging people, if they’re not 
unwell, to continue living their normal life – al -
beit in line with restrictions. 

So it’s unfortunate that rain has led us to 
cancel the awards ceremonies we had planned 
for Australia Day. 

Given the current situation, we didn’t 
think it appropriate to move those events 
indoors.

One of the best things about Australia Day 
is the chance to recognise the achievements of 
our community. 

I’d like to again congratulate all the recipi -
ents of an Australia Day Award in our region. 

It’s great to see so many people recognised 
throughout our region. 

In particular, I’d like to congratulate our 
Longreach Citizen of the Year Benjamin Palm -
er, our Ilfracombe Citizen of the Year Kate 
Wright, and our Isisford/Yaraka Citizen of the 
Year Brad Edwards. 

You can find the full list of award recipients 
on our website.

Despite the inconvenience, it’s been good 
to see some rain around the region lately. 

Longreach received its most significant 
rainfall since 2015, but along with the rain 
comes some damage to our roads. 

I’m working in the background to get these 
events recognised as flood damage under our 
Disaster Recovery Funding Arrangements. 

That will help us get repairs done without im -
pacting other works. 

In particular, the massive rain event south 
of Longreach last week resulted in extensive 
damage to fencing infrastructure across many 
properties. 

This rain event is close to a one in 100-year 
occurrence, and council is working with the 
Department of Agriculture and AgForce to 
seek disaster assistance. 

In addition, we discovered damage to one 
of the minor tributary weirs on the Thomson 
River at Longreach. 

The damaged weir is only a small part of a 
complex system of upper and lower weirs, and 
so the situation poses no threat to the Long -
reach town water supply. 

Our engineers will commence permanent re -
pairs within the next available weather window. 

You might recall the Picnic Point weir was 
repaired after a similar incident last year – this 
time it’s the weir next door that need repair. 

It goes to show the importance of our proj -
ect to raise the weirs – as they’re starting to 
show their age. 

Rest assured we’ll continue to pursue that 
project earnestly in 2022.

It’s good to see construction underway at 
the Longreach Childcare Centre. 

We’ve signed a contract with Kent Con -
structions to complete the works by mid-May 
– it’s a great outcome to have a local engaged to 
deliver the project. 

The whole process is being carefully man -
aged so there is minimal impact on families at 
the centre.

Keep an eye out for a public survey we’ll be 
releasing next week. 

Council is looking for community feedback 
on its Planning Scheme. 

We have a suite of amendments we’re con-
sidering and we’d like to know what people 
think. 

We also want feedback on anything else in 
the Planning Scheme that you think we should 
be considering. 

You can find more information by visiting 
longreach.qld.gov.au/townplan

I’ll be back with another column in two 
weeks. 

Until then, you can find direct emails and 
phone numbers for me and each of my fellow 
councillors at longreach.qld.gov.au/elected-
members

If you want to know anything at all, reach 
out to one of us – or contact council directly on 
(07) 4658 4111 (24hrs), or via email to assist@
longreach.qld.gov.au 

TONY RAYNER
LONGREACH MAYOR

FROM  
MY DESK
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You can always rely on a local
Our team at Elders Insurance Central Queensland live and work locally. They’ll take the time to talk to you and
understand your individual situation. It’s why Elders Insurance customers stick with us.

Business Farm Personal Commercial motor
�����9�'�'�4

Contact Ros Kavanagh for a personalised quote today

07 4652 8620 Elders Insurance Central Queensland

Kav & Co Pty Ltd ABN 50093006609 trading as Elders Insurance Central Queensland AR No. 254594 is an Authorised Representative of Elders Insurance (Underwriting Agency) Pty Limited ABN 56 138 879 026, AFSL 340965. Insurance is underwritten by QBE Insurance 
(Australia) Limited ABN 78 003 191 035 AFSL 239545. Visit www.eldersinsurance.com.au to��consider the Product Disclosure Statement and any applicable Target Market Determination to decide if the product is right for you.
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By Michael R Williams 

Growing up Royal
Geraldine Coughland didn’t know a childhood 
without movies, as her parents owned the 
Winton Royal Theatre. 

Much of her early life was spent either help -
ing mum and dad with the cinema or watching 
them herself. 

“As far back as I can remember, we were 
made to do the sweeping, the collection of 
bottles, and the general housekeeping of the 
theatre after movie nights,” she said.

“It had its benefits, we could collect and 
keep any change that we found, or any un -
opened cans or bottles.

“It was always the first up to get to the 
theatre to scurry around and find any loose 
change, had the benefit of keeping it.”

Through the 70s, Winton had a deep movie 
watching culture. 

“We would go to the movies at least twice a 
week, at least for me, and we would see a dou-
ble feature,” she said.

“And it was just such a big part our family 
life, not just making sure the theatre was ready, 
but also working on movie nights, and being 
locked into watch the movie.

“So we had a broad exposure to all the cur-
rent movies and the classics that would re -
surface, back in those days the theatre would 
operate three maybe four times a week so the 
genres were really broad.”

Ms Coughland said it was a major part of 
the Winton culture as they did not have televi -
sion until the mid-70s. 

“It was a place that everyone came; it was a 
central hub to meet and connect with friends, 
families and date nights,” she said.

“It was a very important part of the social 
fabric of Winton.

“That memory for me is an important part 
of what we’re doing for the community right 
now.”

As the Cinema struggled to survive finan -
cially from the mid-1980s, it would undergo a 
number of transitions before becoming mostly 
unused.

Ms Coughlan, along with a team of other 
dedicated individuals now fight to bring new 
life to the venue. 

“If we can provide an opportunity for peo -
ple to experience that, to come experience the 
theatre and its uniqueness – being outdoors 
and having quality movies – again it provides 
that social outing,” she said.

Ms Coughland would leave Winton when 
she was 18 to study, she would spend much 
of her young adult life with her partner who 
worked in the mining industry, have five kids 
in six years, and spend much of her time trav -
elling and working in many different jobs.
Returning home 
As Ms Coughland’s mother aged, she would 
give over the rights to the Royal Theatre to Ms 
Coughland’s Uncle. 

“The community were always incredibly 
supportive of my mother,” Ms Coughland said.

Ms Coughland’s Uncle would soon retire 

and move down the coast, that’s when things 
began to change.

In 2018, Winton Movies Inc was established 
driven by the passion of a few Winton locals.

“They thought it was important to keep the 
theatre open, to keep the experience avail -
able,” Ms Coughland said.

“Primarily for our visitors, and if we could 
get it up and well we could have it for the lo -
cals.” 

In 2017, Ms Coughland was unfortunately 
widowed; and her children had grown up.

“So, when this non-for-profit formed (Win -
ton Movies Inc), some of my extended family 
got involved, they encouraged me, because 
I was looking for something to sink my teeth 
into, to come and help with the renovations,” 
she said.

“I knew how everything operated, I knew 
I could commit and dedicate time to support 
this group to deliver, and learn about the or -
ganisation’s potential.”

Ms Coughland would return to Winton with 

new skills learned at her various business ven-
tures and jobs she had. 

“I basically ended up going for a week and 
ended up staying the whole year,” she said.

“What I feel is really important to me, is 
that I always felt like I belong in the commu -
nity.

“The community were very happy to and 
engaged with me – when I first arrived – as if 
I’d never been away.

“Many new me as the candy bar girl or the 
ticket sales girl or the usher – with Winton, 
anyone who goes back to these country towns 
after being away, it’s really special to feel like 
you fit in as if you’d never been away.”
Moving forward 
Ms Coughland and her team plan to spend 
time developing on the plans they already 
have.

“We’d like to develop the museum (a mu -
seum had been developed in the shop front of 
the cinema) and call upon the support of the 
community to assist us with our displays,” she 
said.

Going into this year, the team at Winton 
Movies Inc will be looking to train up volun -
teers to help with the projections and helping 
with other parts of the cinema. 

“We’re building the supporter base, so there 
are options which will hopefully, give us a rev -
enue base where we can continue to make im -
provements to the facility and/ or create new 
events,” Ms Coughland said.

“We’re really excited to continue to build on 
what we achieved last year and keen for any 
community input and there are lots of oppor -
tunities to get involved.

“We want to encourage people the commu -
nity to be a part of the cinema and to be proud 
of it.” 

Winton Movies Inc have started a fundrais -
ing campaign called “brickcoin”, where sup -
porters can buy a brick to help improve the 
quality of safety at the cinema.

The brick will have the supporters name 
put on it and go to other renovations. 

If you’d like to help please visit royalthe -
atrewinton.com. 

Geraldine’s life in movies

Geraldine Coughland and Ian Kelleher at the final night of the season for the Royal Theatre. 
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Rotary’s Christmas cause
By Michael R Williams 

For Christmas, the Longreach Rotary spent be-
tween $15,000 and $20,000 supporting events 
to help the community. 

According to former president and public 
relations officer Jacen Carpenter, this included 
events in towns such as Blackall, Tambo, Bar-
caldine, Aramac, Alpha, Jericho, Ilfracombe, 
Isisford, Yaraka, Windorah, Jundah, Stone-
henge, Longreach, Winton, Muttaburra and 
Silsoe Road. 

“Every town received either a cash donation 
towards their Christmas party or we purchased 
meat and salads for their event,“ he said.

Longreach Rotary co-chair Ed Warren said 
they had been doing it for five years, and it was 
especially important with the sever drought 
from 2014/15. 

“It’s for the whole of the central west, if we 
don’t attend in person we will sponsor those 
events,“ he said.

“It’s about bringing Christmas cheer to 
those communities.“

Mr Carpenter said Rotarians travelled to 
Windorah, Ilfracombe, Jundah, Stonehenge, 
Silsoe Road and Yaraka to help at Christmas 
parties by cooking for everyone, with over 700 
combined volunteer hours (including travel) 
as well as the donated foods (all purchased lo-
cally from Savage’s Butchery, Foodworks, IGA 
and PFD).

“Our journeys to these towns have become 
a Christmas tradition over the last five years or 
more during the drought and we hope to con -
tinue this into the future,“ he said.

“People also get a kick out of the adventures 
of our naughty and nice elves who accompany 
us on our journeys. 

“We’re a small club with 15-16 members but 
we punch above our weight and everyone puts 
in a big effort for Christmas.“

Other events Rotary helped with included 
t the Longreach School of Distance Education 
for their Christmas party and the cinema un -
der the stars selling cheeseburgers.

“We also managed to squeeze our AGM 
in there, with Marg Windsor and Ed Warren 
having a second term as co-presidents, Fiona 
Clein as secretary, Bob Morgan as treasurer, 
Dr David Rimmer as vice president and Jacen 
Carpenter as public relations,“ Mr Carpenter 
said. 

“Our club is now having a well-deserved 
rest after a very long and trying year. 

“Our meetings will start back in Febru -
ary at The Birdcage every Wednesday night at 
6.30pm for a 7pm start.“ 

Photos taken of the Rotary team in the various locations they visited last year.
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Father, son 
and friends
By Michael R Williams

A father, son tradition of road-tripping up and 
down the Diamantina has turned into a com -
munal event that includes people from all over 
the world. 

Tiny Allwright and his son have been mak -
ing the trip from Brisbane to the Channel 
Country every year since 2008. 

What makes their trip so special is how 
open they are to strangers joining, even mak -
ing their own Facebook Group: Diamantina 
River Trip 2022. 

“We leave at 5am on Saturday morning, and 
then we head to Yulo and we try to make Yulo 
our stop for our first night,” Mr Allwright said.

“The reason we go to Yulo is because the 
pub has a wealth of knowledge on Burke and 
Wills. 

“Then we head up to Beetoota and follow 
the Diamantina all the way to Hunter’s Gorge 
which is absolutely beautiful.”

The team will then make their way to Clon -
curry and Mount Isa before heading inland to 
Middleton – the Diamantina’s source, Opalton 
then into the Barcoo and Blackall. 

“I love the Diamantina; I just like the 

name,” Mr Allwright said. 
“Just as a child it’s always been some sort of 

thing for me.
“I just love doing it because I love it and I 

love showing people the outback.” 
Due to Covid Mr Allwright has struggled to 

organise a group for his trip, but he is hopeful 
about this year. 

“For any organisations in those communi -
ties, if you’re looking for clients, we’d love to 
help out,” he said.

“Just say hello, we’d love to come say hello 
too.”

At the moment, Mr Allwright has 11 people 
interested in joining his posse, but more often 
than not, numbers drop before the trip, but he 
is happy to accommodate anyone else in join -
ing – including from the west. 

“If you bring the right attitude and a big 
smile, then we can have a lot of fun,” said Mr 
Allwright. 

“And that’s the whole idea.” 
If you would like to contact Mr Allwright to 

join the trip or to have his group be a clientele 
for your business you can join the Facebook 
group, Diamantina River Trip 2022.

A drone shot of the camp in the Simpson desert. 

This is a map of all the places the trip will visit. 

 LeaderToday.com.au  NEWS
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Out and About

1:  Tyson, Stacie, Gary, and Rebekah Uprichard grab-
bing a bite at the Longreach RSL.

2:  Matilda, Cliff, Charlii, Mel, and Ellijah Baird having 
a family night out. 

3:  Bowen and Ellen Goodman going for a dip at the 
local pool. 

4:  Coco Junk and Ange Currie having a drink at the 
Commercial Hotel. 

5:  Gavin Boyle from the Longreach Tourist Park and 
his mate Mic Denney just grabbing a beer. 

6:  Ryan McDonald and Matt Pearson just grabbing a 
few beverages. 

7:  Hannah Allbrand, Michelle Greenslade, Brittany 
Beckamann, Jack Chester, and Eric Shulan having 
a friend’s get-together.

8:  Zoe Radford, Jess Wagner, Kate Callaghan, and 
Sara Schottelius - girl’s night out.

9:  Mic, Pam, and Sarah Tanks just having a family 
outing. 

10:  Sue and Mark Kinsey on a hot date.

11:  Mckenzie’s going away party . 

12:  Hannah Albrand, Ryan Breezy, and Keegan Smith 
getting out of the house. 

13:  Asahie Kommdi is new to town, say gday.

14:  Jack Tiller, and Ayden and Zane Birch just having 
a boys night out at the Longreach Tavern.
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Pitch 
perfect

Against all odds
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Do you have an event coming up? 
We want to know!

Send the details to editorial@leadertoday.com.au 
and we’ll publish it in our weekly Events Calendar.

12526033-SG50-21
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The name of the game
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JOJO RABBIT
7Flix, Friday, 8.30pm, M (2019)
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TRACKS
NITV, Friday, 7.45pm, M (2013)
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BIG HERO 6
7Flix, Saturday, 6.30pm, PG (2014)

†����•�����•���������������‚������������•��������„���„������
���•�������„��‰���Œ������������„���Š������������‚„�������Œ��������„�
„�����Œ����� �̃��������� ™���Ž����š �Œ����•�������������Œ�������
�������Ž����Ž������ƒ•��„���Œ������›�����…��•����•��������������
�������������������„��•�������������������‚����Š�Ž������������
��’���������������•����™����œ����������„�������•���������
„������������••�”���Œ�Ž�����������������������������Œ�������Š� �̃��
Œ��������������������������Š� �+�+�+�+

TH E MAZE RUNNE R
7mate, Sunday, 7pm, PG (2014)

‹������������ Ž����������� ����������������������–�•������  ­	€ ��†���
‡�‰�������� ��������œ•����������Œ�•������••����•�����„�����
•��•����������••����������„������������•��������Š�†������
ƒ•�����–�™������•�„�����…�•������•������•������•�����•�������
��������Œ���•�������������Š�†���������ž��������„�������Œ�
�������������������������„������ž������������•��•„������������
������������‰�Š�†����������������������•�����•�����������������
�����„�•�Š�™���•�����������Œ���������������Ÿ� �+�+�+�+

KONG: SKULL ISLAND
7mate, Tuesday, 8.30pm, M (2017)

‹�•�����������
 €��� ���‰���� �������•�����Œ����������•�����
����������ˆ����ˆ����•�������������������Š��������������������
����•��������¡��‹�������������������
Š�•�„�����•�����������
•����•����������ƒ™����
�����…������œ•�‹����„�������������„����
ƒ†���Ž�����������•�„�����…���������������•����������•��ƒ•����
�������…��������������������������������Š������•��•��������
•��Œ���›�����•�„��������

¢��”���������•������Œ������•����‚�����
��������������������������”������„���������������������Š� �+�+�+

WEDDING BELLES
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DEATH IN PARA DISE
ABC TV, Saturday, 7.30pm
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VERA
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Have something to celebrate?
Place a Birthday, Wedding, Baby, Congratulations, Memorial notice with us.

Phone 1300 666 808
sales@networkclassi�eds.com.au
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AGAINST ALL ODDS
GOLD
Streaming, Stan
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AS WE SEE IT
Streaming, Amazon  
Prime Video

THE GILDED AGE
Streaming, Paramount+
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THE GREAT AUSTRALIAN BAKE OFF
Streaming, Foxtel On Demand
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THE MADAME 
BLANC MYSTERIES
Streaming, Acorn TV
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Blast from the past: Price skirting, small woolstocks 
The following is a story taken from the sec -
ond page of  25 January, 1936 edition of the 
Longreach Leader.

For some time topmaking merino fleece 
wools wore on a relatively higher basis than 
spinners types. Increased, demand for the 
latter, if showing good length, has, however, 
adjusted that position prices for the two 
classes now displaying a more correct range.

With advancing rates for fleece wools, 
bellies and pieces have come into stronger 
inquiry and recently have been over 10 per 
cent. higher than before Christmas. 

Those types have shown the greatest rise 
since the lowest Point of the season, write 
Winchcombe, Carson Ltd.

In periods of depressed markets inferior 
skirtings usually become relatively cheap.

Under those circumstances it pays mill -
men to use fleece wools freely owing to the 
smaller cost of handling them, but, when 
rates for, the raw material advance, pressure 
develops to keep the price of finished goods 
down and attention is more strongly directed 
to the lower grades of skirtings. 

It will be remembered that at the lowest 
period of the depression inferior bellies wore 
only worth about 2d. per lb. and inferior 
locks ld.

Similar wools are now realising three, to 
live times those figures.

Whilst few buyers were keen to purchase 

them when they were so cheap, they are now 
eagerly sought.

A remarkable consumption of wool has 
proceeded in the United Kingdom improved 
turnover being recorded on internal end ex -
port account.

The actual imports of wool into Great 
Britain from January to October last were 
723,000,000lbs. being57,000,000lbs. greater 
than in 103-1.

Tie-exports of the raw material were, how -
ever. 7,000,00lbs. greater and shipments of 
the home-grown clip wool were 5,000.0001bs. 
larger. 

Despite the much-increased imports of 
the staple, the stocks of wool in public ware -
houses In London and other English ports 
and at railway and canal depots at the close 
of October last wore 50,000,000lbs. less than 
12 months previously. 

That total does not cover the full York -
shire stocks but, it furnishes a reliable guide 
regarding the English situation which is in -
fluencing keen Yorkshire buying of the raw 
material.
LOWER HOLDING OF TOPS
In most countries on the Continent the posi -
tion is also favourable, lower holdings of tops 

than a year ago indicating a reduction in the 
quantities of raw materials on hand.

The need for wool in Japan has been forc-
ibly demonstrated by her consistently active 
buying. She . Imported 44,000,0001bs more 
wool from January to September than in 1934 
but mills have  been, so well employed that 
her reported stocks at the end of August were 
over 2,000,0001bs. less than a year before.

Bulky quantities of the staple have been 
bought by most consuming countries since 
this season’s selling commenced, but the 
continued keen demand offers evidence that 
the volume of purchases has not outpaced 
mill requirements.

It is estimated that a total reduction of 
approximately 300,000 bales will be experi -
enced in the quantity of wool produced in 
Australia, South Africa, New Zealand, Argen-
tina, and Uruguay this season.

Good cause for keenness to obtain re-
quirements exists.

The market outlook appears to be particu -
larly secure. 

The only risk in sight is that turnover in 
manufactures might be curbed if the cost of 
the staple advanced too much; but that con -
tingency has not so far arisen and we hope it 
will not do so. 

Taken from the Leader 86 years ago. 

 LeaderToday.com.au  HISTORY

Tennis owes the termite 
By Longreach Archival and Historical 
Research Group 

With January being the month of the Austra -
lian Open tennis tournament, our thoughts 
turn to the history of tennis in Longreach.  

Or, to be more precise, to the large num -
ber of ant bed tennis courts that used to be in 
Longreach.  

Although termites (white ants) are awful 
pests, their nests or mounds made great ten -
nis courts. 

The nests were collected, broken down, 
crushed, rolled out, watered, and rolled re -
peatedly. 

Once laid down, the material made a fan -
tastic playing surface. 

Remarkably, after hours of rain, the court 
would usually be ready for play after a few 
hours of sunshine. 

With the expansion of the town of Long -
reach during the 1890s and the influx of people 
from a variety of backgrounds, and with a wide 
range of skills, knowledge, and interests, many 
varied groups and clubs sprang up.  

During the early 1890s, there was a bicycle 
club, rifle club, jockey club, rugby union, crick -
et, athletics, and a debating and choral society.  
Among these fledgling groups was tennis.

The first tennis court was situated on the 
corner of Crow Lane and Swan Street and was 
owned by P. Forrest. 

It was known as a ‘lawn’ court but this was 
a misnomer because as well as tennis being 
played, sandshoe dances were conducted 
there quite regularly and there would not have 
been a water supply to grow and maintain a 
lawn. 

As Longreach grew, more and more people 
wished to take up tennis.  

The Capricornian of 28 July 1900 reports 
that “Mr. Waraker, the Government Surveyor 
here, received a wire on Saturday instructing 
him to survey a portion of the bore reserve for 
a tennis ground.“

“Those who have the matter of forming 
a tennis club in hand are in great spirits, and 
a meeting is to be held next week to arrange 
matters.”   

The Longreach Tennis Club was duly 
formed and it was decided to commence con -
structing courts on the bore reserve on the 
corner of Kingfisher and Swan Streets.  

Three courts made of ant beds were built 
side by side where the Powerhouse Museum 
machinery display is today. 

As reported in The Capricornian of 24th 
November 1900, “The courts play very fast and 
there is no doubt about their excellence.“

“The only trouble is scouting for the balls. 
“There is so much spare ground that they 

run a long way if not returned. 
“When the Committee has funds, it will 

probably run a net at the top and bottom.”
In November 1900, the club boasted a 

membership of almost seventy. 
According to The Capricornian, “the great -

est enthusiasm prevails; both morning and af -
ternoon practice is indulged in.”  

Due to the increasing number of players, a 
fourth court was built.  

In 1958, the courts at this site were aban-
doned and a new facility was built in Kite 
Street. 

There are five courts in this complex.  
Originally, all were ant bed but due to high 

maintenance, three were later covered with 
laykold.  

This met with varied success and eventu -
ally, artificial grass was laid on all five courts 
and this is how they remain today.

Meanwhile, as the years passed, various 
private tennis courts were also constructed. 

Most were made of ant bed.  
There was a court running along Bustard 

Street, backing onto where Rossberg’s Cordial 
Factory in Galah Street, another in the grounds 
of the residence on the corner of Swan and 119 
Cassowary Streets, and the hospital boasted its 
own court built around 1923.  

During the 1920s, a branch of the Catholic 

Church, St. Columba’s, constructed a court 
near the Catholic Church.  

The Presbyterian Church built a tennis 
court “in connection with the recreation for 
the young folk of the Church” at the rear of the 
Manse in Cassowary Street and it was declared 
open in November 1927.  

There was also a court on the north side of 
the town to meet the needs of the expanding 
population of North Longreach.

One court which attracted much attention 
was Cresdee’s Court.  

It was built in the late 1920s by brothers 
Glen and Jack Cresdee at Glen’s home on the 
corner of Falcon Street and Wompoo Road.   

It was another ant bed court. 
The ant bed was carted in an old truck, 

spread by hand, and tamped down by foot.  
Many sandshoe dances were held on this 

popular court as it had lighting and was easily 
accessible. 

In 1930, the Church of England commenced 
construction of their court with another being 
added in later years. 

In 1931, the State School built two tennis 
courts where the multi-purpose building now 
sits. 

The Convent had two courts on the grounds 
of the school. 

There was a court in the yard of 145 Galah 

Street which ran along Magpie Lane, and one 
at the rear of the Uniting Church manse in 
Crane Street.  

In the late 1940s, the Methodist Church 
built a court. 

When the Students Hostel on the corner of 
Ibis and Pelican Streets was established in the 
1970s, a court went down there.  

The pièce de resistance of all tennis courts 
in Longreach is not an ant bed court but the 
genuine lawn court at 34 Wompoo Road.  

It is known as Wimbledon.  
It was laid in the 1950s and is still opera-

tional. 
At one time, there were at least 24 tennis 

courts in Longreach. 
There were and still are tennis courts on 

numerous properties around the district of 
Longreach. 

Unfortunately, with the exception of the 5 
courts at the Kite Street complex and our very 
own Wimbledon, none of the other aforemen -
tioned courts exist in the town today. 

(The volunteers of the Longreach Archival 
And Historical Research Group Inc. have used 
all reasonable endeavours to ensure this infor -
mation is as accurate as possible. It gives no 
warranty or guarantees that the information is 
accurate, complete, current, or fit for any use 
whatsoever. If you believe any of the informa -
tion may be inaccurate, please let us know.) 

Ken Rosewall Longreach’s original tennis courts, 1948

Sandshoe Dance at Cresdee’s Courts
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Locals’ ‘orphan’ Christmas
By Michael R Williams 

Three locals shy of their families, who live ei -
ther on the coast or south, decided to spend 
their Christmas together and invited locals to 
join them. 

Community member Ally-Rose Hall-Jack -
son came up with the idea when she and her 
roommates, Maddy Haywood and Olivia Paula 
all found themselves without any formal cel -
ebrations over the holidays. 

“So we decided to do an, “orphan Christ -
mas” as we decided to call it and we welcomed 
pretty much anyone who wanted to come to 
it who didn’t’ have many friends or family to 
celebrate with,” she said.

“We made a big pork roast dinner and had 
nibblies, and everyone brought their own 
drinks. 

“We had a few people come during the 
day and a few different people come at night 
time.”

Ms Hall Jackson said she and her house-
mate Olivia were new to the town and were 
sorely missing their family – Ms Haywood is a 
long-term local but her family was in Victoria. 

“I’m 18, and I moved out here four months 
ago – it was a crazy random decision,” she said.

“I was struggling pretty badly financially, so 
I made the choice to get the train out and had 
a job lined up a few weeks prior to moving out 
here.

“Since I moved out here, I’ve liked it – I was 
only going to stay six months, but I’ve now de -
cided this is my new home.”

Ms Hall Jackson said the night was so en-
joyable that she and her housemates plan to 
make it a yearly tradition. 

“Say, I don’t go back to the coast for Christ -
mas again, then we’ll all do the orphan Christ -
mas again,” she said.

“Everyone was welcome, there was lots of 
good laughs, we welcomed everyone and any-
one.” Olivia Paula and Maddison Hayward with their dogs at the orphan Christmas party. The dogs love Oliva Paula for her treats. 

A blurry excited photo of Ally-Rose Hall-Jackson. 
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State, Federal governments invest in weed management
The National Farmers Federation has backed 
funding from both State and Federal Govern -
ments in the management in feral pests and 
weeds, saying it is “good news for farmers”. 

The Australian Bureau of Agricultural and 
Resource Economics and Sciences estimates 
farmers dedicate on average 66 days and 
spend about $11,500 on weed control and 
$8000 on feral animal control per property 
every year.

In response, Agriculture Minister David 

Littleproud and Environment Minister Sus -
san Ley announced the Commonwealth Gov -
ernment will invest a further $20 million in 
pest and weed control, which will be matched 
dollar for dollar by each state and territory.

“National collaboration on this critical 
problem is of paramount importance. Pests 
and weeds don’t observe state boundaries 
and their effective control requires an all-of-
nation approach,” NFF CEO Tony Mahar said.

“Feral animals and invasive weeds not only 

represent a large cost in terms of money and 
time for control, they also contribute to di -
minished farm productivity.

“Pests such as pigs and deer and weeds like 
African lovegrass and serrated tussock are also 
massive risks to biodiversity, competing with 
native pastures and contributing to erosion 
and the degradation of soils and waterways.”

Mr Mahar said it was essential for state 
and territory governments to consult with 
farmers on the prioritisation and develop -

ment of projects.
“Farmers are at the coal face of the impact 

of pests and weeds,“ he said. 
“They are in the landscape every day, wit -

nessing the damage and destruction done. 
They must be included in the decisions tak -

en to control and prevent the spread of what 
is a scourge on agriculture and the environ -
ment.”

Projects will have application both on pri -
vate and public land. 

The Palaszczuk Government has an-
nounced funding to assist primary pro -
ducers with the cost of removing and 
safely disposing of illegally dumped 
waste on their land. 

Farmers can now apply for grants of 
up to $50,000 through the Illegal Dump -
ing Grant Program to remove illegally 
dumped waste and hazardous waste 
from their land.

The Queensland Farmer’s Federa-
tion has welcomed the move, with CEO 
Dr Georgina Davis stating farmers were 
seeing an increase in the incidences of 
illegal dumping on their land.

“Illegally dumped waste has become 
notably worse for the state’s farmers 
with the introduction of the waste levy 
in 2019 and has not abated as the levy 
continues to rise,” she said.

“Illegal waste operators see oppor -
tunities to maximise their profits by not 
doing the right thing and responsibly dis -
posing of their wastes to licenced facili -
ties for appropriate recovery or disposal.”

“This leaves farmers and other land -
holders to bear the cost of clean-up, any 
remediation where contaminants have 
escaped, and the disposal costs includ-
ing the levy.”

Dr Davis said, while most local gov -
ernments provide ongoing reporting of 
the illegal dumping in their area, this 
does not typically include the wastes il -
legally deposited on private land.

“QFF is calling for the establishment 
of a database where landholders can 
document incidents of illegal dumping 
on their land so that the full extent of the 
issue and its costs including financial, 
social and environmental, can be quan -
tified.”

“There also must be steeper penalties 
and deterrents for those businesses en-
gaged in the illegal dumping of wastes.”

The Illegal Dumping Grant Program is 
open now and will close on 18 February 
2022, farmers can find more information 
and apply here: www.qld.gov.au/environ -
ment/pollution/management/waste/
litter-illegal-dumping/grants-funding.

QFF backs 
govt’ waste 
dump call
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QFF chief executive officer Dr Georgina 
Davis.

By Michael R Williams

Goats remain to be one of the more stable op -
tions going into the new year, with many gra -
ziers either swapping to goats or supplement -
ing their main income with the beast. 

Seaford Red Goats Business Co-owner Ani-
ta Dennis has been in the goat industry for 12 
years and has slowly grown since then. 

Last year, Ms Dennis said her team, at her 
property Coolah in the Blackall-Tambo region, 
had a strong season last year. 

“There seems to be a lot of confidence with -
in other producers in the area,” she said.

“I’ve noticed the majority of our neighbours 
have nearly all started to dabble with goats.”

Goats have been a stable option for Ms 
Dennis last year, saying the industry has been 
kind to them. 

With the decent amount of rain we’ve re -
ceived, in some areas, in the last few months, 
not much has changed in the goat industry, 
with Ms Dennis saying they are a resilient ani -
mal

“We have two properties, one between Bar -
caldine and Blackall and the rain has been fan -
tastic, but I also have one between Aramac and 
Ilfracombe which has missed out,” she said.

“But the beauty with goats is that a large 
percentage of their diet is through browsing – 
and while a poor season does affect goats, and 
you still have to manage your land, because 
you have to factor in that diet, they can make it 
through those leaner times a lot better.”

Ms Dennis said she thinks goats are great 
and when managed properly they are a lot 
kinder to the environment.

Goat confidence 
on the rise in 2022

Photos taken at the various Seaford Red Goats properties. 
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Neo-Noir is one of my favourite film genres. 
The ability to dive into modern land -

scapes while also adapting a nostalgic style 
is always a pleasure to see, with acclaimed 
director Guillermo del Toro being one of the 
best in the business to bring this vision to life. 

However, while Nightmare Alley confi -
dently carries the swagger of neo-noir, his 
decision for ambiguity over subtlety is a con -
troversial one that even I’m unsure whether 
it paid off or not.

Based on William Lindsay Gresham’s nov -
el of the same name, Nightmare Alley follows 
the rise and fall of Stanton Carlisle (Bradley 
Cooper), an ambitious carny wanting more 
out of his one-trick life. 

His skill for emotional manipulation helps 
him and his partner, Molly (Rooney Mara), 
travel to the big city where they learn how 
dangerous swindling people with dreams of 
false hope can be - especially after meeting 
Dr. Lilith Ritter (Cate Blanchett), a psychiatrist 
who could be more dangerous than he is.

With such a stellar cast of actors, it’s hard 
to imagine the performances being anything 
but incredible. 

Bradley Cooper does a wonderful job 

playing Stanton, seamlessly shifting his per -
sona from a simple, likeable carny to a man 
willing to do anything to get ahead in life. 

Mara’s performance perfectly comple -
ments Cooper as Mara becomes increas-
ingly more relatable and likeable as the film 
progresses, making the audience feel for her 
position as their problems continually in -
crease. 

Other standouts include Dafoe, Toni Col -
lette, Richard Jenkins, and David Strathairn, 
with Cate Blanchett being the best among 
the rest as she exuded personality and mis-
chievousness which perfectly suited her role 
as an improper psychiatrist.

Del Toro’s signature style of filmmaking 
lends the movie to plenty of wonderous cin -
ematography suited for the story being told. 

Severe lack of subtlety and predictability 
may not justify the film’s overly long runtime, 
but Nightmare Alley makes up for these mi -
nor faults with meaningful characters, won -

derous sceneries, and an ambiguous ending 
that will leave viewers wanting more.

Full review available at www.movieswith -
hart.com.

Movies with Hart: Nightmare Alley: neo-noir done right
MOVIE 
REVIEW
HAMISH HART

Severe lack of subtlety and predictability may not justify the film’s overly long runtime, but 
Nightmare Alley makes up for these minor faults with meaningful characters, wonderous 
sceneries and an ambiguous ending that will leave viewers wanting more.

Community Billboard 
When attending events remember to wear a 
mask and be mindful of social distancing. 

FRIDAY, 28 JANUARY
Winton Garden Club Meeting 
All welcome.
 · Location: Winton Neighbourhood Centre

 · Time: 9.30 am 
Great Cane Toad Bust 
Be a part of the biggest National Cane Toad 
Busters event. 
 · Location: Everywhere 

First Five Forever
An interactive educational experience for chil -
dren learning to read. 
 · Location: Longreach Library

 · Time: 10 am
Multi-Purpose Raffle and RSL Raffle Draw
Head on down to the Longreach RSL for your 
chance to win big. 
 · Location: Longreach RSL 

 · Time: 6.30 pm

SATURDAY, 29 JANUARY 
RSL Meet and Greet 
Live Band and Shenanigans – Cocktail Bar and 
Lounge 
 · Location: Longreach RSL 

 · Time: Evening
Australia Day Yaraka 
Secondary Australia Day Celebrations in Yara -
ka 

 · Time: 3.30 pm at the Yaraka Pool and 6 pm at 
the Yaraka Hotel

Park Run, Longreach  
A free, weekly, timed 5k event every Saturday 
morning. Everyone is welcome to walk, jog, 
run or volunteer!
 · Location: Meet at Beersheba Place 

 · Time: 7 am
Morning Golf, Longreach 
For more information email longreachgolf@
gmail.com
Goose Club and RSL members Draw 
For more information call (07) 4658 1092 
 · Location: Longreach RSL 

 · Time: 1 pm

SUNDAY, 30 JANUARY
Community Garden 
Come lend a hand in creating a beautiful gar -
den. 
 · Location: Longreach Youth Centre 

 · Time: 6.30 am
Longreach Town Band Mixed Ensemble 
Rehearsals 

 · Location: Longreach State School. 

 · Time: 4pm
Social Bowls 
For more information please visit Facebook, 
Longreach Bowls Club
 · Location: Longreach Bowls Club 

 · Time: 1 pm

MONDAY, 31 JANUARY
Winton Business and Tourism Association 
Meeting 

 · Location: Winton Neighbourhood Centre 

 · Time: 5.30 pm
Ilfracombe Picnic and Race Club AGM 
All are welcome. 
 · Location: Wellshot Hotel 

 · Time: 6.30 pm 
Longreach Town Band Brass Ensemble 
Rehearsals 

 · Location: Longreach State School 

 · Time: 6pm 
Longreach SES Group Training 
Come be a vital part of the community. 

 · Location: Longreach SES Base

 · Time: 7 pm

TUESDAY, 1 FEBRUARY
Thomson River Lions Club Meeting 
For more information please contact Bobbie 
Willersdorf on 042758315
 · Location: Birdcage Hotel 

 · Time: 6 pm
Sheak It Up Fitness – Zumba, Longreach
$10 per session, first session free 

 · Location: Edgely Hall 

 · Time: 5.30 pm
Longreach Squash
Come along and have a bash. 
 · Location: Longreach Squash Courts 

 · Time: 5.30 pm
Wool spinning 
Come get creative! 
 · Location: Longreach Arts and Crafts Centre 

 · Time: 2.30pm 

 · Time: 8 am 

WEDNESDAY, 2 FEBRUARY
Rotary Club Meeting, Longreach 
Rotary is dedicated to causes that build inter -
national relationships, improve lives, and cre -
ate a better world to support our peace efforts 
and end polio forever. 
 · Location: Birdcage Hotel 

 · Time: 7 pm

THURSDAY, 3 FEBRUARY
Social Craft at the Library 
For more inforamation please contact Long -
reach Library (07) 4659 0735.
 · Location: Longreach Library 

 · Time: 9:30 am
Hole-in-One
For more information send an email to long -
reachgolf@gmail.com or visit Longreach Golf 
Club
 · Location: Longreach Golf Course

 · Time: 4 pm
IIRDA General Meeting 
AGM and General Meeting Notice 
 · Location: Isisford Council Board Room

 · Time: 5 pm 
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Australia Day’s not over
By Michael R Williams 

Rain won’t stop Yaraka locals from celebrating 
Australia Day, with locals planning to have a 
family fun day. 

Many will be washed out of the event, due 
to the rain making the dirt roads unsafe, but I 
am sure they are not complaining. 

Yaraka Hotel Business Co-owner Gerry 
Gimblett and Chris Gimblett bought the hotel 
as a part of their retirement. 

Mr Gimblett said they love Yaraka so much 
as they used to live in the area in the 80s and 
90s. 

“Yaraka is a beautiful wilderness experience 

with wistful landscapes,” he said.
Australia Day is held on Saturday in Yaraka 

because of the smaller population. 
“On a good day, we have 18 people except 

we haven’t got 18 people because they’re away 
working,” Mr Gimblett said.

“Weekends is a time when they do come 
back again, and it also ties in well with people 
travelling into town. 

“We wouldn’t have it on a Wednesday, 
which is normally a Flying Doctor Day also, 
but the Flying Doctor was cancelled because it 
is Australia Day.”

Mr Gimblett said the community decided it 

would be far more effective to forget about the 
26th and decided, “we’ve got a fair better chance 
of having fun if we had it on the Saturday”.

“Yaraka is a family-friendly place – we don’t 
look at the Hotel as being a pub, but more of a 
community centre.

“It’s a play centre and does a few things – 
there’s more emphasis on that than the actual 
hotel side of it.

Mr Gimblett said not much had been 
planned for Saturday at the point of writing.

“Expect there will be recognition of Susan 
Glasson who has been a stalwart of the com-
munity here,” he said. 

“She has brought up the community as a 
part of the Glasson family, she will probably the 
fact that we are there to celebrate Australia Day. 

“We haven’t got cockroach races or any-
thing like that planned.”

Mr Gimblett said to be wary of the roads 
heading into Yaraka, with both roads to the 
north and west closed off. 

“It will be quite a lot of locals who won’t be 
able to get in,” he said.

“Unless there is a thematic change to the 
weather.

“Everybody is welcome, and we thank 
Council for sponsoring the event.” 

What’s on
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Bushy TalesBottled Fruit

Insert Brain Here

Ballard Street

Grin Bin

Swamp

Insanity Streak

Doodley Squat

WuMo

Against the Grain
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No. 065

No. 065 No. 065

������
1 Type of hat�(3)
3 Pre-evenings�(10)
10 Containers�(7)
11 Most wealthy�(7)
12 Businesses that sell goods�(9)
13 Look for�(4)
15 Giving an alternate name to 

someone�(10)
17 Scottish loch�(4)
19 Downtime�(4)
20 Symptomatic�(10)
23 Insects�(4)
25 Making loud and confused 

noise�(10)
27 Wetter in terms of 

weather�(7)
28 General style of cooking�(7)
29 Expert�(10)
30 Allow�(3)

����
1 In a logically consistent 

manner�(10)
2 Related to government�(9)

4 Male angler�(9)
5 Noblemen�(5)
6 Most pleasant�(6)
7 Very fat�(5)
8 Location�(4)
9 Quit�(6)
14 Valuation�(10)
16 Things causing annoyance�(9)
18 Article expressing editor’s 

opinion�(9)
21 Relating to elementary 

particles�(6)
22 St Francis of — (6)
24 Combine�(5)
25 Rocky stuff that forms a 

reef�(5)
26 — and 

cons�(4)
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QUICK CROSSWORD

DECODER WORDFIT

9-LETTER WORD

5x5 QUICK QUIZ

To solve a Sudoku puzzle, every number from 
1 to 9 must appear in: each of the nine vertical 
columns, each of the nine horizontal rows and 
each of the nine 3 x 3 boxes. Remember, no 
number can occur more than once in any row, 
column or box.

No. 065

5 8 4 9 1

1 2 7 3 4

9 3 4 7 6

2 7 4

5 1 6

6 9

2 9

2 5 7

2 7 3

easy

9 4 7 2

3 1 8 2 4

2 7 4 1

6 2 4

6 5

3 5 2

7 8 3

6 3

4 7 5

medium

2 9

9 1 8 2

6 3

8 6 5 9

6 9 5

1 4

3 4

8 2 1

3 2 5 4

hard

No. 065

SUDOKU

1 Banoffee is a combination of 
which two �avours?

2 Shore is a 2020 album by 
which US indie folk group?

3 True or false: the scienti�c 
name for a dugong is  
dugong dugon?

4 Bluetooth is named after  
a king of Denmark and  
Norway from which century: 
10th, 11th or 12th?

5 From which continent did elm 
trees originate?

6 With regards to the �le type, 
what does PDF stand for?

7 Which British journalist  
wrote the 2019 non-�ction 
book Superior: The Return of 
Race Science?

8 Viola Davis (pictured) stars  
as Veronica Rawlings in which 
2018 �lm?

9 Colombo is the largest city on 
which South Asian island?

10 The Aurealis Awards  
celebrate Australian writing  
in what genres?
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Using the nine letters in the grid, how many words of  
four letters or more can you list? The centre letter must  
be included and each letter may only be used once.  
No colloquial or foreign 
words. No capitalised nouns, 
apostrophes or plural 
words ending in “s”.
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Insert the missing letters to make  
10 words – �ve reading across the 
grid and �ve reading down.

NOTE: more than one solution may 
be possible
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easy medium

hard
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Hot weather rose growing
As we move towards the end of the first month 
of 2022, most Rose gardens are still a mass of 
colour and most vases inside the homes will 
still be overflowing with flowers. 

But here are some important notes to get 
the very best for this summer. 

With the hot dry conditions we are have 
experienced, more frequent watering will be 
required. 

Water should be applied to your Roses if the 
soil is dry for more than a depth of 40mm, and 
it is still best to water only every two or three 
days. 

It is important also not to use overhead 
watering if possible, and do not water in the 
evening, as the dampness will promote fungus 
disease like Black Spot.
GARDEN PERFUME FOR NIGHTS
Gardens can provide so much enjoyment, flo -
ral displays, that patch of green during the dry 
times, and even that sweet fragrance that drifts 
across the garden. 

No matter what season there is always an 
array of perfumed flowering plants in bloom. 

During a recent visit to Barcaldine, I was 
able to go for an evening week along the town 
pathway network. 

Even with some misty rain, it was enough 
to trigger a drift of aromas from many of the 
gardens in the town. 

With Western Queensland receiving a nice 
fall of rain, the Murrayas were bursting into 
their perfumed flowers. 

The Murraya paniculata or Orange Jessa-
mine is a beautifully scented long flowering 
evergreen shrub which produces clusters of 
sweetly scented white flowers mainly in spring 
and summer. 

In warmer climates, large red berries ap -
pear in winter and spring. 

It makes a good informal hedge.
One of the toughest of all perfumed plants 

in the garden would be the Plumeria obtusa, or 
Evergreen Frangipani. 

As the common name suggests this Frangi-
pani retains the majority of its foliage through -
out the year. 

It has glossy, rigid, dark green leaves that 
make it recognisable from all other frangipani 
varieties. 

The flowers are pure white and highly fra -
grant. 

I have been told by a Singaporean soldier 
that had been training at Shoalwater Bay that 
this plant is also known as the Singapore Fran -
gipani.

At the moment one of my favourite flower -
ing creepers is just starting to reach the peak of 
its flowering season. 

The Garlic Creeper or Pseudocalymma al-
liaceum will add to the garden fragrance; with 
just a gentle breeze, the brushing of the leaves 
will emit whiffs of garlic scent. 

This evergreen fast-growing creeper is very 
hardy in most protected locations. 

The flowers of this creeper start out as a 
deep lavender colour with a white throat. 

As the flowers start to fade the colours 
change from the deep lavender to an even pal -
er lavender eventually fading to almost white. 
One other interesting fact about this plant is 
that in Southeast Asia the Garlic Creeper is 
grown in pots to help get rid of bad luck.

If you were to take an evening walk in any 
one of Central Queensland towns the sweetly 
perfumed Brunfelsia latifolia is very notice -
able. This hardy and popular highly scented 
old-fashioned shrub is also known as Fran -
ciscea or Yesterday Today and Tomorrow; this 
shrub is easily spotted in gardens by the dis -
tinctive purple flowers fading through mauve 
to white over successive days. 

Brunfelsia latifolia looks striking when cov -
ered with flowers from purple flowers fading 
through mauve to white and the lush green 
foliage looks great at any other time of the year.

The lemon-flowering Gardenia, Golden 
Magic, is another favourite of mine, being a 
very dense shrub growing approximately one 
and a half metres high.  

It has striking glossy green foliage and 
unique double flowers that begin as white and 
fade to lemon as they age. 

Another feature of this particular variety 
is that it is highly suitable to be pruned into a 
standard plant.

Attractive fragrances can add a whole new 
dimension to any garden, so it is well worth 
considering some scented plants when you are 
creating your next garden. 

Even at twilight, there are many plants that 
still provide a feature to a garden.

WHEN ARE PLANTS MOST FRAGRANT 
This depends on the essential oils that provide 
the fragrance. 

These oils are in flowers and plants at differ -
ent levels during the day and night, this varies 
from variety to variety. 

Roses have the strongest fragrance on 

damp mornings when the sun hits them until 
noon.

Some flower’s fragrance is noticeable at 
night, for example, Murrayas and Gardenias. 

Fragrance may be more noticeable in a pro -
tected position where the wind does not dis -
perse the scent.

Rose Christian Dior at Longreach.

Plumeria obtusa Barcaldine. Pseudocalymma alliaceum Barcaldine.

Brunfelsia latifolia Longreach.

Murraya paniculata Jericho.

Gardenia Golden Magic start of flowering white. Gardenia Golden Magic flowering stages. Gardenia Golden Magic end of flowering lemon. Rose Iceberg Longreach.

Gardening Neil Fisher
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LONGREACH FORECAST

FORECAST

THE WORLD

CAPITAL CITIES

World conditions yesterday
City Weather Max Min

www.bom.gov.au
Warnings: 
Latest info at 
 www.bom.gov.au/australia/warnings
Warnings 1300 659 210
State Service 1300 934 034
Coastal Waters 1300 978 023

City Condition Max
Adelaide Partly cloudy. 26
Brisbane Shower or two. 30
Canberra Partly cloudy. 29
Darwin Showers. Possible storm. 32
Hobart Humid. Shower or two. 27
Melbourne Humid. Showers, possible storm. 30
Perth Sunny. 35
Sydney Mostly sunny. 29

LONGREACH

UV ALERT

8:20am - 4:40pm

MAX UV Index

14 (extreme)

SUN & MOON

Athens fine 11 -2
Auckland showers 24 19
Bangkok fine 34 26
Beijing fine 3 -6
Berlin rain 6 3
Christchurch showers 18 10
Denpasar storms 32 26
Dublin cloudy 10 2
Hong Kong rain 21 18
Honolulu sunny 27 19
Jakarta cloudy 29 25
Johannesburg storms 29 15
Kuala Lumpur storms 34 24
London cloudy 11 4
Los Angeles sunny 23 8
Madrid sunny 13 3
Moscow snow -6 -9
New Delhi fog 16 7
New York sunny -1 -8
Noumea rain 28 25
Paris rain 8 1
Auckland showers 24 19
Port Vila rain 31 23
Seoul cloudy 3 -5
Singapore fine 34 24
Suva storms 31 23
Tel Aviv rain 14 8
Tokyo fine 11 3
Vancouver cloudy 6 0
Wellington windy 18 12

Issued at 1pm Wednesday for 
January 28, 2022

Sunrise Sunset Moonrise Moonset

Friday

Saturday

Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

5:59am 7:13pm 1:27am 3:22pm

6:00am 7:12pm 2:21am 4:30pm

6:01am 7:12pm 3:21am 5:35pm

6:01am 7:11pm 4:27am 6:36pm

6:02am 7:11pm 5:36am 7:29pm

6:03am 7:11pm 6:43am 8:15pm

RAINFALL

500
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mm

Forecast Rainfall
Today 500

400
300
200
100
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1

mm

Tomorrow

Barcaldine 35

Blackall 35

TODAY 10AM

TOMORROW 10AM

SUNDAY 10AM

Warnings
See www.bom.gov.au/australia/warnings
Longreach:
Partly cloudy. Slight chance of a shower,
becoming less likely in the evening. Winds
northeasterly 15 to 25 km/h increasing to 25 to
35 km/h during the morning then becoming east
to northeasterly and light during the evening.
Saturday. Mostly sunny.
Isisford:
Partly cloudy.
Saturday. Partly cloudy.
Barcaldine:
Partly cloudy.
Saturday. Mostly sunny.
Central West District:
Partly cloudy. Slight (20%) chance of a shower. The
chance of a storm. Winds northeasterly 15 to 25
km/h increasing to 25 to 35 km/h during the
morning.
Queensland:
Deep tropical moisture will extend across western
Queensland. A trough will extend over northwest
Queensland and Cape York Peninsula. A local area
of converging winds may lie over the northeast
coast between Cooktown and Townsville,
enhancing rainfall in the area. A high near New
Zealand will extend a ridge along the east coast
south of Townsville. A developing tropical low may
be located near Vanuatu. Partly cloudy in the
southeastern interior. A slight to medium chance of
showers in eastern districts south of Bowen. A
slight to medium chance of showers and storms
elsewhere, increasing to a high to very high chance
in the north and northwest. Rain at times in the
northwest and about the northeast coast. Possible
severe storms in the west and southwest, and
possible severe storms with heavy falls about the
northeast coast between Cooktown and Townsville.
Temperatures near or below average, tending well
below average in the far west during the day.
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Month to date to
9am January 25, 2022
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150
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mm

7 days to 9am
January 25, 2022

Sunny Mostly
sunny

Partly
cloudy

Cloudy Chance
shower

Shower
or two

Showers Light rain
(drizzle)

Rain Storm Showers
storm

Windy Dust Fog

Partly cloudy.
36 

TODAY
Mostly sunny.

37 

TOMORROW
Mostly sunny.

37 

SUNDAY
Mostly sunny.

38 

MONDAY

Charleville 33

Brisbane 30

Townsville 31

Winton 34

Cunnamulla 33

Roma 33

Longreach 36

Moranbah 34

Windorah 35

Richmond 33 Mackay 31

Emerald 36

Charters Towers 31

Rolleston 35
Tambo 35

St. George 33

Isisford 35

Longreach 36
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BARCALDINE
CLEANING SERVICES
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CALL TODAY ON: 07 4651 1183
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Marshall Mobile Welding is looking for a

Sheet Metal Worker/Boiler 
Maker/Welder (Trade quali�ed)

as well as a First Year Apprentice
Email your resume to:
marshallwelding78@gmail.com

For any enquiries call 0438 159 173 ����������������
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V Contract & Tenders

General Classi� eds

Placing your classi�ed 
advert is so easy...

Phone: ��•���ƒƒƒ�ˆ�ˆ
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Deadlines
Booking: 12 noon Wednesday

Final Approval: 1pm Wednesday
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JT COX CONCRETING 
& LANDSCAPE

Concrete Agi Truck Driver 
and Plant Operator 
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Tennis is Australia’s second big summer sport.  
You’ll know I love my cricket, but summer 

in Australia also means tennis and the Austra -
lian Open.  

Of course, what better time of the year to 
invite those from the Northern Hemisphere 
winter down to roast on the Melbourne courts 
where it can hit 50 degrees celsius and above.  

I do like tennis, generally, more to play than 
watch, but lockdown over the last week has 
meant I have had to watch a bit more.  

And after the circus in the lead-up to the 
Open, it has been great to see a real cham-
pion in Ash Barty go about her way, breezing 
through matches.  

What a class act.  
Ash’s Dad Rob came out to Longreach a 

while ago on a tour paid for by Ash.  
He spoke about her junior days and how 

she is grown into a complete athlete on and off 
the court.  

Now, while I love the way Ash Barty carries 
herself, I also don’t mind the odd bit of banter 
on the court/field/track or at the bar.  

Notice I say banter because once it be-
comes an unwanted personal sledge, it has 
gone too far.  

For the best banter in tennis, you have to 
watch the doubles.  

I guess it’s hard in singles, you are techni-
cally not allowed to talk to your coaching team 
and the person on the other side of the net is 
just too far away.  

Watching the Kyrgios and Kokkinakis games 
really reminded me of some great nights at the 
Longreach Tennis Club.  

I think on many a social tennis night the 
banter is much better than the play on the 
court.  

Every small town seems to have a tennis 
court, Corfield, McKinlay, and Stonehenge just 
to name a few.  

And tennis has a rich history in the West, 
with the Longreach Club now more than 120 
years old!  

Back in the day, actually a bit before then, 
the Australian Open champion would come 
out to Longreach to play and the games would 
attract 1000s of spectators.  

Now while those heights might be a distant 
memory, tennis is still a great game for all ages 
and abilities.  

So, enquire about joining your local club, 
and if you don’t have one, register your interest 
with your council or contact me.  Queensland 
Tennis and I will be getting around the West 
over the year so more people can enjoy this 
great game. 

Tennis causing a racquet 

Nick Kyrgios (right) and Thanasi Kokkinakis of Australia celebrate after winning their their Men’s 
doubles quarter-final match against Tim Puetz of Germany and Michael Venus of New Zealand. 
 Picture: AAP IMAGE/DAVE HUNT

Lloydy’s Serve Michael Lloyd
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A new water sports club 
By Michael R Williams 

After years of dedication and a lot of imagina -
tion, there is now a Water Sport Association in 
one of the most unlikely places. 

President of the Barcaldine Watersports As-
sociation Peter James Garland said the idea for 
the Recreation Park which spawned the As-
sociation, due to it having a large manmade 
lake. came from his son, Blake Garland and his 
mates. 

“All of my boys are into motorbikes and on 
Sundays they used to teach the young kids 
some motorbike skills out on the common,” 
he said.

“And some of the parents were there one 
Sunday, and they were really enjoying the fact 
that the kids had something to do, and they just 
got talking about what other things they could 
do around town – what kids could get into.

“Then they came up with this idea about 
building a water park, something they could 
water ski on.” 

Morgan Gronold, Secretary of the Waters -
ports Association and RAPAD representative, 
would go on to look into the idea further with 
the help of Former Mayor Rob Chandler. 

“Rob sort of thought anything is possible, 
and Rob got involved, and gave Blake a drive 
through the common and listened to Blake’s 
ideas,” Mr Garland said.

“So they started applying for grants, and 
they got a grant to build a waterhole, then Mor -
gan applied for another grant to start building 
the infrastructure and then the clubhouse and 
the boat ramp.

“It’s just been about gradual progression 
since then until its actual opening just before 
Christmas.”

Mr Garland is also the owner of P. J. Garland 
Builders and was responsible for much of the 
facility’s construction. 

“I just wanted to see it progress and to build 
something that will be such a great long-term 
asset to the town,” he said.

“Since the opening, the amount of use that 
it’s got – it’s been incredible the actual num -
bers.”

The Watersports Association has already 
had boat licensing courses and Water Ski clubs 
come out from outside of the region.

“Now the Water Ski Association from Bris -
bane has decided to host the Barefoot Cham-
pionships in Barcaldine in February,” Mr Gar -
land said.

“It’s just gonna keep rolling now – we’ve got 
private schools donating rowing equipment.

“We’ll be offering coaching for rowing for 
school kids – we’re trying to get into the cur -
riculum.”

Mr Garland said the Water Ski Barefoot 
Championships could bring a large number of 
people to the township, and will be a challenge 
to cater for.

“I think people from even interstate could 
turn up,” he said.

“From the reports from the Water Ski As -
sociation, it looks like it could be a very big 
event.” 

He also said there will be a number of new 
sports offered in Barcaldine that wasn’t before, 
such as triathlons.

The Association will be having a meeting 

shortly to organise what else is needed for the 
Barcaldine Rec Park. 

“We’re even looking at the possibility of 
building beach huts like you’d see in St Kilda,” 
Mr Garland said.

“The main thing is to formalise our ongoing 
development plan. 

“We’ve had generous donations to the park 
from business and family groups.”

At the next meeting the Association will be 
forming to clubs, the Barcaldine Rowing Club 
and the Water Ski Club. 

There is also a full commercial kitchen in 
the club house and the Association is deciding 
whether to lease it out to a private enterprise 
or to have it run by the Association. 

There plenty on offer for members of the 
Watersports Association of Barcaldine.

“For people who don’t haven’t had that op -
portunity to water ski or try different things, 
now have that opportunity,” Mr Garland said.

“They can come down and learn a new 
sport, and they don’t have to have the baot and 
expensive equipment necessary.”

Mr Garland said it was  bold step for the 
Council to get involved with this project.

“It wasn’t an easy decision for them either 
because a few groups may have thought it was 
contentious,” he said.

“I think the Council just did a marvellous 
job of taking the project and running with it.

“I think now that it’s open, there was a lot 
of people who had different thoughts about it 
who think this is a really great project.

“It’s so good for the town.” 
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Hasted’s remarkable reign: Twenty years a captain
By Michael R Williams 

Very few people have devoted more of their 
life to cricket than Lionel Hasted, 25 years to 
be exact. 

And, he’s spent 20 years as captain of the 
Winton Cricket side. 

“I’ve been travelling over with Rowan El -
liott and the Winton boys for the last 15 – 20 
odd years,” Mr Hasted said. 

“We’ve always managed to put a side to-
gether.

“I think we come to be pretty competitive 
when we’re putting together a Winton side 
against the Longreach or Barcy boys.”

Mr Hasted said it was always a highlight 
seeing the property owners from the Long -
reach district come in, and after the game 
being able to have a sausage sizzle and a 
catch-up.

“It’s always a friendly atmosphere; every -
one seems to enjoy going over there,” he said.

“It’s all played in good fun.”
Mr Hasted has lived in Winton his whole 

life, with his father owning Old Cork Station.
“We have a lot of family history around 

the Old Cork Station and the Diamantina,” 
he said.

“My mother grew up in the property 
across from the Old Cork watering hole.

“My father used to swim across the flood -

ed Diamantina to see my mother.
“There would be a big cricket culture 

among the property owners, with a lot of 
property owners coming together to play 
cricket there.”

Mr Hasted said there used to be a big cul-
ture of Town versus Country cricket.

“Of course that doesn’t happen these 
days, there are a lot less people in the bush,” 
he said.

“So a lot of cricket has moved to Town ver -
sus Town.”

Mr Hasted said his love of cricket stemmed 
from that culture. 

His Grandfather would travel to watch 
Test matches and return with autographed 
memorabilia. 

“The West Indies side, the England side – 
cricket’s been a fairly staple part of my diet,” 
he said. 

Some of the highlights of Mr Hasted’s time 
playing cricket in Winton include seeing the 
young and talented Ellis boys play and im -
prove. 

“They’re pretty good bowlers and bats -
men, and Rowan Elliott he seems to win a lot 
of trophies,” he said.

“Just seeing those young fellas come 
through, and come home from boarding 
school, and just watching them develop.

“It’s all about the youth I reckon.”
Mr Hasted said he’s seeing “a bit of a kick” 

in cricket in the west now. 
“I know Barcys always keen for a game, 

and talking to Roger Batt, he said he could 
get a side together,” he said.

“Whether we meet in Longreach so it’s 
more central to both of us. 

“I think things are warming up.”
Currently, Mr Hasted, along with other 

members of the Winton Cricket Committee, 
are looking to organise some nets for the side 
to train with. 

“We’re hoping to get more things happen -
ing for 2022,” he said. 

The Winton and Longreach cricket sides played one another last week. 

Jesberg comes up trumps
Bowls by Bones 

The Junior State Bowls Championships were 
held at the North Toowoomba Bowls Club 
from 16-21 January.

Ty Jesberg played in this comp after moving 
from Longreach to Tweed Heads in December 
to advance his bowls career. 

Unfortunately, Ty and his partner lost the 
bronze medal playoff in the Under 18 Pairs 
competition but still had two disciplines to 
come. 

In the Triples comp, Ty skipped the team 
with Oliver Corken and Samuel Collier. 

They won their way through to the gold 
medal final where they came up against Cody 
and Riley Garick with Travis Pearce. 

In a close fought game played over 18 ends, 
it was 15–10 with Cody’s team holding shots 

until Ty delivered a great bowl to score two 
shots to take a 17 – 10 lead with two ends to 
play. 

Cody’s team scored a shot on each end 
which meant Ty, Oliver, and Sam became the 
State U18 Triples Champions. 

Then came the last event and with Ty the 
reigning State Singles Champion it was going 
to be a hard job to defend his title. 

Ty won his way through to the gold medal 
match where he came up against Jack Chirg-
win who had left some great young bowlers in 
his wake getting to the final. 

The final is first to 21 shots and Jack started 
on fire, setting up a handy 10–6 lead. 

However then Ty found form again and af -
ter catching Jack at 10 all he then went up a 
gear to draw away to a fantastic win by a mar-
gin of 21 -12. 

This is Ty’s last year in this under 18 comp, 
and what better way to leave those state cham-
pionships as a 2-time State Singles U18 cham-
pion. 

You wouldn’t meet a quieter, polite young 
man like Ty but when he’s on a competitive 
bowls green he stands out and shines. 

The club looks forward to seeing what his 
bowls career brings. 

As Ty does every time after a big win he 
thanks his parents Tony and Bernadette as well 
as his coach Ray Harmsworth. 

The amount of travel time that Tony and 
Bernadette as well as Ray and Coral have done 
over the years would astound people.

In the social bowls played last Sunday, we 
had a good turn up again and the day was cer-
tainly more pleasant than the 44.7 degrees the 
Sunday before. 

In social triples, we saw Pete, Dorrie, and 
Amanda be beaten by Bob Grant, Patrick, and 
Pat by 39 – 7….ouch. 

In another triples game Dave, Russell, and 
Selena beat Paula, Wayne, and Baileigh in a 
close game by 18 – 15. 

In what would’ve been a vocal encounter 
we had Bub, Wattsy, and Bob beat Hawkesy, 
Terry, and Mitchell by 20 – 18. 

In social pairs, we saw Tony and Rodney 
beat Jason and Michelle in a close game by 20 
– 19. 

It’s good to see new bowlers and some 
bowlers who haven’t been down for a while re -
turning to the green. 

Club championships are now commencing 
so please keep an eye on the board for upcom-
ing games”. 

Ty with his mum and dad, Bernadette and Tony Jesberg after his win in singles on Friday morning. Ty with his two Gold Medals.


