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Still partyin

By Michael R Williams

Despite the fact the racing portion of the Al -
pha races was postponed until the following
Blackall races, locals came out in droves to
enjoy the sideshows of the event.

Local and visiting children were especial -
ly pleased with the jumping castle.
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Rodeo back
INn the saddl

The Diamantina Rodeo and Campdraft Asso -
ciation will host their first rodeo in 13 years.

Association secretary Patrice Elliott said
both a growth in interest in riders and fund -
ing from the Community Resilience Fund had
made the return of the rodeo possible.

A number of rodeo rider from the Winton
had gone professional in the decade since the
last rodeo, but this rodeo will be amateur, or -
ganised by Rodeo Services Administration.
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Flying doc
sky high at
$1b gift

The Federal Government has announced a
ten-year $1 billion partnership between the

Australian Government and the Royal Flying
Doctor Service (RFDS).

The partnership was announced with the
hope that it will deliver better health outcomes
to Australians living beyond the reach of main -
stream services.

The Australian Government has more than
eight decades of history supporting and part -
nering with the RFDS, going back to the 1930s.
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Budget concerns

Outback Futures has welcomed the Federal ma in rural and remote communities were not Prevention Plan, which relies on centre-based on a regular basis.”

Government's announcement of $648.6 mil -  funded. care, is great for many Australians and ad- Ms Gomersall said ignoring the unique
lion for mental health and suicide prevention “We have to make sure that regional and re-  dresses some key areas of reform needed to needs of remote communities will come at a
in this year's Budget. mote communities, which are home to more counteract our current mental health crisis. huge cost for individuals, their families, whole
However, Chief Advocacy Officer, Selena than a quarter of Australia's population, are “But we cannot ignore the fact that people communities, and, potentially, the economy.
Gomersall, said she is disappointed that Out - not left for dust when it comes to accessing living in very remote parts of our country may “It's a sobering fact that suicide rates are 60
back Futures’ proposal for targeted programs  crucial mental health and wellbeing support,” still have to drive three or more hours to ac -  per cent higher for residents outside of Austra -
to address barriers such as accessibility, reli- she said. cess these satellite services. For many, who lia’s capital cities,” she said.
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7Le editor's desk

With the Drink Rite event being held by
the Longreach Police Station at the Bird -
cage Hotel tomorrow evening, | wanted
to mention the importance of tempering
your alcohol consumption.

Alcohol consumption is deeply im -
bedded into Australian culture, and I'm
not one to judge others for participating.

As you all know, | like to partake my -
self.

However, alcohol,
double-edged sword.

You need to be considerate of the
amount you drink, and how alcohol af -
fects you.

If you are someone who is susceptible
to committing acts that are harmful to
yourself or those around you under the
influence, it may be better to make some
kind of plan before your night out that
may involve tempering your consump -
tion or going home at a certain time.

It may even mean sit-
ting out from the drink for
some time until you're in
a better headspace.

like driving, is a

- Michael R Williams
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Decisions at
Longreach

The following are decisions made at the Long -

reach Regional Council meeting.

» Corrine Ballard has announced she will be

stepping down from her role as Executive

Assistant to the CEO. Council thanked Ms

Ballard for all she has contributed to the role.

Council welcomed new Acting CEO Scott

Mason.

» Council has supported a $100,000 donation
through WQAC to flood victims in South East
Queensland. Mayor Tony Rayner elaborat -
ed stating that South East Queensland has
helped Longreach during times of drought
and that it's “good to see our support going
down there”.

+ Council will now be looking to record the

number of votes for and against certain

agenda items in their meeting minutes.

This will include the option for councillors

to share their name on an item they do not

agree with.

Council is currently in discussions with

Griffith University on developing their rela -

tionship and building projects in ecotour -

ism, as well as, arts and culture.

Council has approved the Isisford Fishing

Club to erect numerous yellowbelly fish stat -

ues at the entry points of the town. The proj -

ect will be fully funded by the fishing club.

» Only $1000 was granted to the 4LG Western
Appeal despite the request for $4000.
» The full $5000 was granted to the Isisford
Woold and Sheep Show.
The Longreach State High School drama
class have not been granted their application
that totalled $2,150 as they were not consid -
ered intelligible for community donations
along Council’s guidelines.
The Longreach RSL Sub-Branch have been
granted $4,389 to host the Anzac Day cer
emony at Edkins Park.
Council decided there would be no further
rounds of the RADF with early allocations to
be made in the next financial year.
Mayoral donations of $350 were granted to
the following children: Alix Heslin to com -
pete at the 12 years North West Touch, Abby
Wake to compete at the North West 10-12
Swimming, and Ryan Jackson to compete
at the North West Rugby League champion -
ships.
Council will be looking to lobby the Depart -
ment of Transport and Main Roads for fur -
ther funding stating the Longreach - Jundah
Roads need to be widened from four to six
metres.
» Council is looking to commence minor up -
grades to the Isisford Water Treatment Plant.

At Barcaldine

The following is news taken from the Barcal -

dine Regional Council meeting.

« Council is working in tandem with the
Flinders Shire Council to finish work on Tor -
rens Creek Road to help seal and widen the
road after flood damages.

= Council has looked into issues regarding
power shortages in northern and eastern
parts of the region. Ergon energy officials
have stated they have looked at temporary
solutions such as sharing load between
phases. However, much of the issue has
come down to the feeder line between Alpha
and Jericho. A replacement may take up to
three and a half years to install. Council is in -
vestigating other solutions.

“We think the solution shouldn't take three

years,” Mr Dillon said.

» Mayor Sean Dillon complimented the RA -
PAD chair, Tony Rayner on what he called
“the most positive, proactive, and engaging
council meeting he’s been to”.

« The Barcaldine Regional Council will this

week announce the three recipients of West -

ech Scholarships recipients, including an
apprenticeship to be had in Barcaldine.

Contractors are currently working on up -

grades to the Alpha-Jericho water treatment

plant, with plans for upgrades for all of the
region’s plants.

= Council is looking to purchase a radio phone

for Muttaburra for moments of emergency

when communication lines are down.

Council will head into a lease arrangement

with the Muttaburra Men's Shed for the

property at 34 Edkins St and will not proceed
with the sale of the property.

By Michael R Williams

Art Workshops 0

been hosting art workshops through the
week.

The Longreach Arts and Crafts Centre has

The workshops have been hosted by
award-winning tutor Louise Jones.
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Cool response to budget

Outback Futures has welcomed the Federal
Government’s announcement of $648.6 mil -
lion for mental health and suicide prevention
in this year's Budget.

However, Chief Advocacy Officer, Selena
Gomersall, said she is disappointed that Out -
back Futures’ proposal for targeted programs
to address barriers such as accessibility, reli-
able and consistent service delivery, and stig -
ma in rural and remote communities were not
funded.

“We have to make sure that regional and re -
mote communities, which are home to more
than a quarter of Australias population, are
not left for dust when it comes to accessing
crucial mental health and wellbeing support,”
she said.

“The National Mental Health and Suicide
Prevention Plan, which relies on centre-based
care, is great for many Australians and ad-

dresses some key areas of reform needed to

counteract our current mental health crisis.

“But we cannot ignore the fact that people
living in very remote parts of our country may
still have to drive three or more hours to ac -
cess these satellite services. For many, who are
desperate, that is just not a viable option on a
regular basis.”

Ms Gomersall said ignoring the unique
needs of remote communities will come at a
huge cost for individuals, their families, whole
communities, and, potentially, the economy.

“It's a sobering fact that suicide rates are 60
per cent higher for residents outside of Austra -
lia's capital cities,” she said.

“In any context losing someone to suicide
is devastating. But in small, close knit remote
communities, where everyone is intimately
connected, these deaths have a far reaching
and powerful impact, and leave deep wounds.”

Just over seven million people live in a vast

area spanning 99.3 per cent of Australia’s land
surface.

These communities contribute two-thirds
of Australia's export earnings, through regional
industries such as mining, agriculture, tour -
ism, retail, services, and manufacturing.

Ms Gomersall said the ongoing viability of
this economic powerhouse, and the survival
of the outback more generally, depends on a
healthy workforce and healthy communities.

“In an urban context, the effects of poor
mental health are more diluted because of
population density. In remote areas, the im -
pacts can't be as easily hidden,” she said.

“That's why the work Outback Futures
does, to support long term, intergenerational
change in mental health and wellbeing out -
comes so that remote families, businesses and
communities can function at their best, is so
vital.”

Outback Futures will continue working
with the Federal Government to advocate for
a national rollout of its bush informed, the
whole of the community, early intervention
model to address the fundamental causes and
impact of mental health issues in rural and re -
mote communities.

“Our model is proven, scalable, and aligns
with the five pillars of the National Mental
Health and Suicide Prevention Plan (2021),”
Ms Gomersall said.

“It also adds significant value to and extends
the Plan’s centre-based mental health services,
such as headspace and Head to Health, for ef-
fective delivery in rural and remote areas that
are hard to service.”

Ms Gomersall said she is heartened by the
Budget's strong support for the Mental Health
and Suicide Prevention Reform Plan and will
continue pushing for more funding specifi -
cally for rural and remote communities.

Getting to the regions:

By Michael R Williams

Meat and Livestock Australia, along with Aus -
tralian Wool Innovation, held a forum at the
Longreach Civic Centre to hold discussions
on the small livestock industry in Australia
and specifically the Central West.

A number of topics were talked about
including industry trends, agriscience, busi -
ness advice, agritourism, and worker attain -
ment and retainment.

MeatUp Forum Project Manager Natasha
Searle said the event was an excellent oppor-
tunity to get out into the regions.

“We've provided our industry defined im -
portant topics here in Longreach,” she said.

“The next lot of events will be BeefUp fo -

Meat Up for industy inte

rums in Winton in April and Blackall in Sep -
tember.”

Dunblane grazier and organiser David
Counsell said it was a high-quality forum
with some of Australia’s leading researchers
in Agricultural Science all in a small room.

“We had guest speakers from a range of
topics from business consulting and bench -
marking through to market analysis and
trends for various commodities including
rangeland goats,” he said.

“We were fed quality reseach to the latest
research into animal production including
techniques western graziers can use in repro -
ductive quality.”

Ms Searle said it was about giving graziers
the ability to make informed decisions.
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Lady b

By Michael R Williams

As a leader in the llfracombe community, Kate
Wright has worked tirelessly to keep the small
town as vibrant as it is.

She was recently awarded the llfracombe
citizen of the year for here work in improving
the town's community.

Ms Wright is a member of a number of es-
sential community groups in llfracombe in -
cluding, the president of the llfracombe District
Progress Association.

A Born and bred local, Ms Wright spent some
time in Emerald before returning 15 years ago.

“Ever since, I've been a part of some kind of
committee, whether through the llfracombe
State School P&C or the District Progress Assoe
ciation,” she said.

“l also help with the rugby league as a gate-
keeper or selling tickets, helping in the canteen
- whatever’s required.”

As a part of the progress association, Ms
Wright and her executive team of eight, many
who work full time, have managed to achieve
many important goals for the llfracombe com -
munity.

“l only do it to try to make the community
better,” she said.

“It's easy to sit back and say, ‘oh someone
else will do it, but sometimes if you dont do it,
it doesnt get done.

“That's what I'm here for - to achieve those
goals.”

“We've been lucky to work with council to
establish things like a path for the famous ma -
chinery mile, paths in the park, shade struc -
tures, and the Matty Scott Sculpture.”

Ms Wright thinks all of these achievements
have been of great benefit to the town.

“It's not just benefiting one person,” she
said.

“Our park and mainstreet, | think some oth -
er towns are a bit jealous of it.

“I think we can be proud of it, and it may
help see the town grow.”

Ms Wright said seeing more families attend -
ing the school and things along those lines.
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By Michael R Williams

Despite only being in Longreach for eight
months, Paul Ishiguci has managed to become
a major part of the local social fabric.

Coming to Longreach as the CNC for Ab-
original Health, Mr Ishiguci has been working
as a part of the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Is -
lander Health Unit.

“The unit is here to support the Aboriginal
and Torres Strait Islander clients of the hospi -
tal, we work to support their care,” he said.

But Mr Ishiguci has also been a part of many
other community groups, including the Writers
Club, and is a regular feature at social tennis.

4 TODAY Friday, 1 April, 2022

Paul Ishiguci said his time in Longreach was the best.

Longreach bids Paul a fond farewell

h (i

-

Kate and Matt Wright at the Wellshot Hotel.

“We have been hit hard since amalgama-
tion,” she said.

“Anything to see our little town prosper, and
its a great community to live in.”

The machinery mile path way, was estab -
lished after seeing many tourists pull over to
see the display of old machines.

“There was sort of no path for visitors,” she
said.

“We could see it would be so much better
with a path.

“Its also a great walking track.”

For their wishlist they send to the Long -
reach Regional Council, Ms Wright said the
Progress Association hopes to see more walk
ing tracks in llfracombe.

“For years, we've been pushing for a skate
park, but the walking paths are a great chance
for people to skate, rollerblade, and walk.”

GRAZIERS
ASSOCIATION
CHAMBERS

“l cant thank the Longreach community
enough because | think I've had one of the best
welcomes in my entire life,” he said.

“People have been genuinely friendly - the
intention of creating a social network, | had
never thought about that, but it was some -
thing | eased into and was available for me.

“The connections I've made here have been
so valuable on so many levels, and | also hope
I've made some impact as well.”

Mr Ishiguci summed up his time in Long -
reach as the best.

“My time here has actually put me back into
a wonderful space where I’'m happy to move

Another important piece of infrastructure
the Progress Association takes credit for is the
shade structure at the Memorial Park.

“At the time, it was just too hot for the kids
to use; you could fry an egg on it,” she said.

“Now its just beautiful - you can pull up
there at any time.

“And it is used, when we had the Matt Scott
Sculpture unveiling, we had four families pull
up there and they would use the playground.”

Finally, the Matt Scott Sculpture, brain
child of Judy Gowing.

“If anyone has any ideas or goals, we're here
to support it,” Ms Wright said.

“If it's going to improve the town, let’s do it.

“It's also to recognise the achievements of
Matt Scott, born and bred llifracombe boy.

“There’s also a message there for the kids - if
you've got a goal, go for it.”

o

on,” he said.

Unfortunately, Mr Ishiguci said it was the
pull of the ocean that forced his decision.

“I've been doing remote and rural for work
as a nurse for roughly 30 years, and | promised
myself in 2019 not to work rurally anymore,”
he said.

“But this opportunity with Central West
came up, and | decided to take it and enjoyed
every minute of it.

“But it's the ocean that calls.”

Mr Ishiguci would like to thank all the peo -
ple he's met that have made an impact on his
stay in Longreach.

ehind the vibrancy

Matt Scott, North Queensland Cowboys
and national representative football player,
would have had his first game of back yard
footy in that park.

Ms Wright said she never set out to be
awarded llfracombe Citizen of the Year.

“It's just about improving this little commu -
nity,” she said.

“There are also so many people in the town
that deserve the award more than | do.

“I don't do it just for awards.

“'m lucky to have my husband Malcolm
and two girls Chelsea and Georgia.”

Ms Wright is also an administration worker
for Queensland Health and has been a part of
working with them through the Covid period.

The llfracombe District Progress Associa-
tion will host Clean Up Australia Day in May
and is looking for volunteers.

Winton to
host rodec

By Michael R Williams

The Diamantina Rodeo and Campdraft
Association will host their first rodeo in
13 years.

Association secretary Patrice Elliott
said both a growth in interest in riders
and funding from the Community Resil -
ience Fund had made the return of the
rodeo possible.

A number of rodeo rider from the
Winton had gone professional in the de -
cade since the last rodeo, but this rodeo
will be amateur, organised by Rodeo Ser-
vices Administration.

“We've included a ladies buck ride,
which will be a new initiative,” Ms Elliott
said.

‘Another new initiative is the mini
bull ride, the good part of that is that the
small bulls are less inclined to buck for
the ‘tiny tots’.

“We'll be providing a free clinic for the
children who wish to learn on Friday af -
ternoon.”

The Winton dirt bike club will host
bike rides on the Saturday.

“Its a free event with food and drink
SO everyone can come,” she said.

“We'll be hosting a Winton-Diamanti -
na Bullock Ride it's a lot of fun.

“The last footballers’ bullock ride was
actually in 2003.”

All of the events have some prize
money, but the major prize of $1500 will
go to the winner of the Ray Hermann
Open Saddle Ride; Ray Hermann was a
Winton local who went on to become a
two-time world champion saddleback
rider.




POLICE BEAT

Driver full of it

A 22 year old male from Rockhampton was in -
tercepted driving a vehicle in Longreach and
returned a positive breath test.

He was taken to Longreach station where
he undertook a further test which returned a
reading of 0.083 per cent.

He will appear in Longreach MC on
12/04/22.

Positive result

A 27-year-old female from Longreach was in -
tercepted driving a vehicle in Longreach and
returned a positive breath test.

She was taken to Longreach station where
she undertook a further test which returned a
reading of 0.094 per cent.

She will appear in Longreach MC on
12/04/22.

Dazed and confused

A 31-year-old male from Warwick was charged
with driving a vehicle under the influence of a
drug after being intercepted driving a vehicle
in Longreach and will appear in Longreach MC
at an unknown date in the future.

Found with drugs

A 38-year-old male from Longreach was
charged with possession of a dangerous drug
after police attended a Longreach address in
relation to another matter.

He will appear in Longreach MC on
12/04/22.

Proving a pest
A 23-year-old male from Barcaldine was issued
with an infringement notice for a public nui -
sance offence after an incident in Longreach
over the weekend.

He was also issued with a banning notice
prohibiting him from entering any licenced
premises in the area.

Caught in traffic

Eight traffic infringement notices were issued

for 2 x speeding, 2 x fatigue management of-
fences, one licence offence, one fail to wear
seat belt, one unregistered and one uninsured
vehicle.

Drugs charges

A 32-year-old female from Longreach was
charged with supplying a dangerous drug and
possession of a thing for use in the administra -
tion or consumption of a dangerous drug after

police executed a search warrant.

A 39-year-old male was charged with ob-
structing police as a result of the same inci -
dent. The female offender will appear in Long -
reach MC on 12 April.

In the way

A 49-year-old female from Longreach was
charged with obstructing police after an inci -
dent in Eagle Street, Longreach on 18 March.

The offender will appear in Longreach MC
on 12 April.

Search gets result

A 40-year-old male from Longreach was
charged with possession of a thing for use in
the administration or consumption of a dan -
gerous drug after police executed a warrant at
a Longreach address.

The offender will appear in Longreach MC
on 12 April.

Tough luck

A 46-year-old male from Longreach was ar-
rested for intimidating a witness and was held
in police custody until Court yesterday when
he was remanded in custody until 18 May.

Bail breach

A 32-year-old male from Longreach was ar-
rested for breaching his bail earlier this week
and he will appear in Longreach MC on the
12th of April.

Off the roads

Police issued eight infringement notices for
six speeding and two fatigue management of -
fences.

There was one traffic crash reported in
Longreach with one of the drivers receiving
minor injuries.

It appears one of the vehicles failed to give
way at an uncontrolled intersection leading to
the collision.

Regan Draheim,
Longreach Police Officer in Charge
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Right to good health

By Michael R Williams

Mareeba Agricultural College graduate and
Greens Candidate Ellisa Parker is looking to
secure your vote at this year's election.

‘Although | have always had a strong drive
for social and environmental justice, | never
imagined | would one day be a political candi -
date,” she said.

“I was pretty happy being a grassroots noisy
change-maker, but like most people, | got sick
of watching our political representatives let us
down.

“I felt it was time for a change, so | decided
to step up and throw my hat in.”

Ms Parker said she wished to get into poli-
tics to face three issues in the Maranoa region,
affordable housing, access to bulk-billed med -
ical care, and building regional communities’
resilience to climate change.

“'m very passionate about improving ac -
cess to affordable housing,” she said.

“The Green's fully-costed housing policy
would deliver 1 million quality, affordable
public homes across Australia over the next 20
years, where rent is capped at 25 per cent of
income and tenants are given a lifetime right
to their home.

“We'll also introduce a cap on rent increas -
es and abolish ‘no-grounds’ evictions, improv -
ing security for renters.”

Ms Parker noted health wait times as a ma-
jor issue in rural Queensland.

‘I believe everyone in our community
should be able to properly address health con -
cerns in a timely manner,” she said.

“The Greens have a plan to bring dental and
mental health into Medicare and eliminate
out-of-pocket health expenses in diagnostics
and tests, including x-rays and MRIs.

“I will work hard to ensure that our Ma -
ranoa communities have access to well-fund -
ed preventive care, multidisciplinary teams
and networks, and co-located services (where
a group of essential services is located in the
same building or area).”

POGLARIS
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07 4658 1423 | WWW.JOHNLEEMOTORS.COM.A!

Climate change is also on the list of impor -
tant issues for Ms Parker.

“To me, clean air, water, and healthy soil are
basic human rights,” she said.

“I was blessed with growing up in wide-
open spaces in the Tweed Valley and then vis-
iting my grandparent’s farm at Woodenbong
NSW, and | truly believe we must protect our
rural and regional assets from climate change.

“The Greens are the only party with a plan
for 100 per cent publicly owned renewable en -
ergy by 2030.

“Wed also invest in public transport and
reforestation, and create thousands of secure,
well-paid jobs by investing $12 billion to mod -
ernise and expand green manufacturing in
Queensland in green steel and mineral pro -
cessing.

“All of the Greens’ policies are fully costed
by the Parliamentary Budget Office.

“Our plans are funded by scrapping the Lib -
erals’ Stage 3 Tax Cuts for the super-wealthy
and introducing a 6% tax on the wealth of bil -
lionaires and a “Tycoon Tax” on multinational
corporations like Apple.”

Ms Parker believes the Coalition has “ne -
glected” western Queensland.

“I feel there is a pattern of a cash splash be-
fore each election, followed by broken prom -
ises,” she said.

“Right now the cost of housing is skyrocket -
ing.

“The Coalition Government has failed to
invest in public housing, and their only solu -
tion is a deposit grant, which enables people
to purchase more expensive homes with less
money saved, pushing first home buyers into
greater levels of debt.

“The Coalition’s unfair tax system just helps
investors to buy up homes, pushing first home
buyers out of the market and making it easier
for someone to buy their fifth home than their
first.”

Ms Parker said the Coalition has also ne-
glected the health of people in rural Australia.

“Millions of Australians skip seeing the den -

tist each year or are locked out of seeking men-
tal health support because they cant afford it,”
she said.

“In 2013, the Coalition Government ripped
billions of dollars out of our public hospitals
which have never been returned.

“Meanwhile, they use public money to
prop up the big private health insurance cor -
porations to the tune of $7 billion every year
through the private health insurance rebate.”

Ms Parker said protecting and strengthen -
ing our agricultural and natural resource sec -
tor is essential.

“I'd love to see the Greens’ plans for greater
farming resilience and regenerative agricul -
ture implemented, including the $25M Carbon
Farming Futures grants program,” she said.

‘I believe we also have the opportunity
to learn from First Nations people who have
significant wisdom in caring for our land and
building resilience against fires, floods, and
droughts.

“Our plan to strengthen environmental
protection laws and introduce an indepen -
dent environmental watchdog would also help
safeguard our beautiful region and guarantee
clean air and water, healthy soil, and vibrant,
resilient communities for generations to
come.”

Ms Parker is also a big fan of the arts.

“I love seeing projects like the silo trail, op -
era under the stars, and Indigenous heritage,”
she said.

“The Greens have a strong track record of
fighting for better funding for small and me -
dium arts organisations, and fair pay for artists
and musicians.

“Most importantly, | believe each commu -
nity in the Maranoa electorate needs to be em -
powered to self determine how they want their
towns to look and feel.

“Unlike both major party candidates, | don't
take corporate donations, so | only work for
you.

“I will listen to the community and work
hard to bring your ideas to life.

Alpha, St Mark’s

Aramac, St George’s
Easter Service @10am | Saturday 16

Barcaldine, St Peter's

Good Friday Service @9am | Friday 15
Blackall, Holy Trinity Church

Ecumenical Service at
St Patrick’s @9am | Friday 15
Easter Eve @5.30pm | Saturday 16

Jericho, St Matthew’s

CC-ETIV-6VTEVSCT

Zlnglican

LTS AU e IR

Anglican Church Easter Services

Good Friday Service @12noon | Friday 15

Palm Sunday Communion Service @9am | Sunday 10E@Ster Service @2pm | Saturday 16

Maundy Thursday Service @7pm | Thursday 14

Palm Sunday Service @11.30am | Sunday 10

More information www.anglicanchurchcq.org.au

\*

Longreach St Andrew’s
Palm Sunday Service @5pm | Saturday 9

Maundy Thursday Service @5.30pm | Thursdpy 14

BN

Easter Day Communion @8am | Sunday 1
Muttaburra, All Saints

Tambo, St Michael’s
Easter Day Communion @9am | Sunday|17

Yaraka, St Anne’s

Easter Service @10am | Sunday 10
Winton, St Paul’'s

Easter Day Communion @5pm | Sunday|17
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From left: Glyn Butchard, Dr Katie Clift, Minister David Gillespie, Russell Postle and Dr John O’Donnell AM.

Russell Postle.

From left: Louise Burton, Gordon Edwards, Minister David Gillespie and

$1b a big lift for flying doc

The Federal Government has announced a
ten-year $1 billion partnership between the
Australian Government and the Royal Flying
Doctor Service (RFDS).

The partnership was announced with the
hope that it will deliver better health outcomes
to Australians living beyond the reach of main -
stream services.

The Australian Government has more than
eight decades of history supporting and part -
nering with the RFDS, going back to the 1930s.
To support that partnership, the government
has committed additional funding of more
than $80 million over the next ten years, tak -
ing support for the RFDS to $1 billion over ten
years from 2022 to 2033.

Federal Regional Health Minister Dr Da -
vid Gillespie said the RFDS delivers essential
health care in rural, regional and remote com -
munities, right across the country.

“While emergency evacuations are what
the RFDS is most well-known for, its role ex -
tends far beyond that to providing primary
health care clinics, dental outreach, and multi -
disciplinary mental health outreach services,”
he said.

“Our new formal agreement will give the
RFDS certainty and allow it to offer flexible
services that are responsive to local needs.”

Federation executive director Frank Quin -
lan said this was a landmark agreement.

‘Australians living outside metropolitan

From left: Louise Burton, Minister David
Gillespie and Gordon Edwards.

centers experience poorer health outcomes
across the board,” he said.

“This agreement will allow both the Austra-
lian Government and the Royal Flying Doctor
Service to make a real difference to people who
might otherwise miss out on services, espe-
cially Indigenous Australians.

“Over the decades, everyday Australians
have trusted and supported the RFDS to es-
tablish infrastructure, equipment, capacity,
and community links.

“This partnership sets that work on a strong
foundation for the decade ahead, and provides
certainty to our dedicated workforce and sup -
ports.”

The following statement may be attributed
to Central West Hospital and Health Service
Chief Executive Mr Christopher Sullivan.

Allowing for cases discharged after com -
pleting isolation, the total number of active
cases this week in the region was seven.

To date, accounting for those who have
been discharged from quarantine, the Cen -

VID-19 since the first case on 22 December.
While numbers are currently low, we can -

not afford to be complacent, especially as

COVID-19 numbers continue to surge across

Queensland.

Given the continuing case numbers across

the nation, the Australian Technical Advisory

Group on Immunisation (ATAGI) has recom -

mended a fourth dose of COVID-19 vaccine

— either Pfizer or Moderna — to increase pro -

tection for the winter for four at-risk groups.

= Adults aged 65 years and older

= Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people

tral West HHS has recorded 432 cases of CQ

aged 50 years and older. ? Residents of aged

care or disability care facilities
» People aged 16 years and older who are se
verely immunocompromised.

The fourth dose may be administered four
months after the third dose, or fourth dose
for immunocompromised people, or four
months after recovery from a COVID-19 in -
fection.

The fourth dose vaccine will be available
for eligible people at GPs and pharmacies.

Central West Health also will begin offer -
ing the Pfizer vaccine for this fourth dose at
all community-based vaccination locations
and booking can be made through our nor -
mal call centre on 1800 953 703.

Central West Hospital and Health Service
Chief Executive Christopher Sullivan said
it was especially important that locals ap -
proach the school holidays with vigilance,
with many children soon to begin travelling
home from areas of the state where COVID is
even more prevalent.

Currently, 94.3 per cent of eligible Central

West residents aged 12 years and older are
now fully vaccinated with two doses of vac -
cine.

The rate of vaccination amongst our First
Nations residents also is very high with 85.8
per cent of those aged 12 years and older
having received two doses, which is the sec-
ond-highest First Nations rate of any hospital
and health service in the state after the South
West HHS region.

To date, we have also delivered 5374
booster vaccinations across the region, cur -
rently the highest rate of booster dose deliv -
ery of any health service in Queensland.

We are also delivering vaccinations for chil -
dren aged 5-11 years and have, to date, vacci
nated about 48 percent of children in that age
group in the Central West with their first dose
and have started delivering second doses.

The child vaccine is being delivered in two
doses about eight weeks apart so it's vital you
bring your child in for that second dose to
ensure they are fully protected — but not be -

Fourth vaccine dose recommended for at-risk

fore the eight-week period is over.

Everyone aged 5 years and over can get

vaccinated at:

» Longreach Distance Education — 29 March
in the AM

» Tambo 30 March

« Isisford 6 April

» Barcaldine MPHS 7 April (at the hospital)

« Longreach 8 April (at Iningai Health Arcade)

Jericho Clinic 13 April

= Alpha Hospital and MPHS 14 April

« Both the Blackall and the Winton general
practices are also providing COVID-19 vac-
cinations.

» Phone the Blackall General Practice on
4657 8200 during business hours to discuss
your nurse-led vaccination appointment.

» Phone the Winton Medical Practice on
4657 2755 during business hours to book.

For other clinics, bookings are essential,
please phone 1800 953 703, or email: CW CO

VAX@health.gld.gov.au
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Time of the
governess

By Winton District Historical Society and
Museum Inc

Due to size, the following is a story that will be
split up over the next coming editions of the
Longreach Leader.

This is a condensed extract from the remi -
niscences of Ethel Clare Carter (nee Hind-
marsh), a young woman who went to western
Queensland as a governess in 1911.

Whilst staying with her aunt in Townsville,
Ethel was offered a position as governess for
the Milson family at Springvale Station, Boulia.
Accepting it, she travelled with the family back
to Springvale.

There were three children, Alice, thirteen,
Thalia, eleven, and David, nine years of age.

It is a long journey, going by train from
Townsville, through Hughenden to Winton.

There they find vehicles packed and horses
ready.

Mr Milson drives two horses in a double-
seated buggy, taking Mrs Milson and one of the
children and Ethel.

The other conveyance is more like a coach
without the hood and is double-seated.

It is driven by the coloured overseer who
drives four horses; Alice, Thalia, and Jessie, the
coloured girl, all travel in it.

The first day they pass over stretches of
bare, brown earth and white claypans to where
it seems to touch the sky, and in the heat of the
day, a lake of hazy blue water appears in the
distance.

Itis not a real lake but looks like one and of -
ten misleads travellers and is called a mirage.

Night comes on and there is a sharp frost as
the month is June, the middle of winter.

Ethel and Alice sleep in one tent, on the
ground, which feels very hard by morning.

They awake as Mr Milson is making a fire
and saying, “Glorious sunrise!”

Soon the tents are rolled up and after a good
breakfast, they are on their way again.

By dusk, they are glad to see Cork Station
for the Milsons have good friends there, Mr
and Mrs Snelling, who made them very wel -
come. A hot dinner of fresh meat and plenty of
vegetables is appreciated by all.

The next morning the children with Ethel
do a little exploring, coming to the banks of the
Diamantina River and its very large waterhole.

The travellers rested at Cork Station for the
day, but had an early start the next morning,
pushing on through one of Mr Kidman's large
stations and come to the boundary fence of
Springvale Station, which measures 189 miles
by 98 miles (approximately 45,500 square kilo-
metres).

Springvale homestead comes into view, a
long, low, white building high up on the banks

Commissioner’s car being pulled out by horse.

of Spring Creek, which flows into the Diaman -
tina.

Mr Milson’s son, Arthur, and his cousin
Douglas Milson, of Milson's Point, Sydney,
both young men in their early twenties, are
there to greet the family.

After Ethel settles down to school routine,
the black women came up to the house to see
the girls and the new governess.

One good looking young woman who was
very young had a baby piccaninny and she lets
Ethel bath it in a basin, which causes some fun.

During the hot weather the children are al -
lowed to swim in Spring Creek.

The water is yellowish so one cannot see
what is going on underneath the surface.

One strong, large black woman swims un -
derneath to where Thalia is quietly treading
water and lifts her up high into the air.

Alice and David have their turns, but Ethel
is thankful to be spared that performance.

There has not been any rain for a long, long
time, but when rain does come unexpectedly,
there is often a heavy fall in a few hours, and
the next day the green grass begins to spring
up out of the brown earth.

There are many kinds of nutritious grasses,
some of them being Flinders, Button, Blue,
and Mitchell, which is best of all; also Star and
Umbrella and many others.

A great standby in the drought time is the
saltbush, with its silvery-grey leaves, which
grow into a very big bush.

The cattle like it and bullocks grow to an
immense size in these parts, and when being
mustered they often jump over the strong high
fence of the stockyards. Heavy rain usually falls
in Queensland during the “wet season”, (from
December to March} and the Diamantina
River can become flooded, having many chan -
nels, making it about twelve miles wide.

Charlie West, the mailman used a small boat
which he dragged across the muddy banks and
rowed it over the water.

On several occasions, he has had to take ref
uge up a tree, and once found a snake there.

“The Mayne” was a hotel halfway between
Winton and Springvale, and it was there that
Charlie West picked up the mail and travelled
with it via Springvale to Boulia where there is
a Post Office.

Charlie, usually arriving every Saturday
night with his pack horses and mailbags was a
much-anticipated event and it was fun listen -
ing to his characteristic songs.

He was a grand, tough type of the great out-
back spaces on whom the people rely to bring
them news of the outside world.

The evenings were spent very happily with
the children and their cousin, Douglas, the
gramophone with lovely bright records of song
and dance helping to pass away the hours.
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Springvale Homestead 1911.
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Commissioner held up by floods 1911, Springvale.

Comm

i ®2lYYiy

Forums

unity

>&@° 0>1 N aylyY &%$&&

Isisford
Tue 5 Apr
5:30pm
Isisford
Town Hall

Yaraka
Tue 5 Apr
1:00pm
Yaraka
Town Hall

12542216-AV13-22

longreach.qld.gov.au

We want more of our community
to come forward and engage with us directly.

The more we can attract a diverse and varied cross-sectio
of our community to work with, the better the
outcomes will be that we achieve on your behalf.

lIfracombe
Wed 6 Apr
6:30pm
Martin Forrest
Recreation Centre

Longreach

Thu 7 Apr
5:30pm
Longreach
Civic Centre

(07) 4658 4111

/m

Longreach
Regional Council

Ilfracombe Isisford Longreach Yaraka
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What’s on

Longreach and Central West Community Event Bl

When attending events remember to wear a mask andddebrate than coming along to Edgely Hall for the ~ Park Run, Longreach Time: 6pm

mindful of social distancing. Longreach Country Hoedown! Brought to you by travellifge, weekly, timed 5k event every Saturday morningongreach SES Group Training

If you have an event you'd like to see on the Commurfifjtscooters Kate Strong and Claire Harris of Hoedowjgi@ne is welcome to walk, jog, run or volunteer! e you committed to attending regular training and

Event Billooard, please email michael.wiliams@ ~ COuntry Towns, the two hour line dance class will be gimed, . et at Beersheba Place activating during events?
leadertoday.com.au

at beginners, however more experienced dancers are_

welcome to attend too. Time: 7 am Location: Longreach SES Base, 14 Minor Road
Friday, 1 April Location: Edgely Hall Morning Golf, Longreach Time: 7pm
Croquet Time: 6pm For more information email longreachgolf@gmail.conBarcaldine Men’s Shed
Contact: Jean Williams on 07 4651 2354. Uniforms 4 Kids Goose Club and RSL members Draw Contact: David Kerrigan on 0427 009 375.
Location: Oak Street, Barcaldine A programme that repurposes service uniforms into cfothégore information call (07) 4658 1092 Location: 103 Ash St
Time: 8am for children in need no matter who they are or where Location: Longreach RSL Time: 9am
; ; they are. In partnership with Uniting Care and Qld Pqljgse: .

First Five Forever Lonygreach. p p 9 Qld Pefigge: 1 pm Tuesday, 5 April
An interactive educational experience for children learnin i i
to read P Opeh to anyone to come, unpick, cut, sew, iron, talk, maday, 3 April Longreach Senior Rugby League Club

) a cuppa. Muttaburra Golf Club Longreach Senior Rugby League training. From 6pm ever
Location: Longreach Librar i il -

. g y Location: Edgely Hall, Magpie Lane - next to the Vet Contact: Beau Gray on 0429 474 261. Tuesday and Thursday during the season (April - July) at
Time: 9.30am . the Longreach Show Grounds.
Time: 8am to 12 noon Location: Muttaburra Golf Club ]
Lucky Street Draw ) Location: Longreach Showgrounds
. . . d 2 April Time: 8.30am .

For more information call the Birdcage Hotel at (07) 4658turday, pri Barcaldine Lawn Bowls Time: 6pm
1230 Dinner hosted by Megraban Farahmand c ‘ 0429 988 6 Community Forums Isisford and Yaraka
Location: Birdcage Hotel Dinner provided with somewhat international avour. OméCt' Jac I.Dower on 04 >4 Locations: Yaraka — Yaraka Town Hall, Isisford — Isisford
Time: 5pm Contact Maxien 0401320727 for more details Location: 72 Gidyea St Town Hall
Multi-Purpose Raf e and RSL Raf e Draw Time: 6.30pm Time: 9am Time: Yaraka — 1pm, Isisford- 5.30pm.
Head on down to the Longreach RSL for your chancelaiting Church second hand book sales Barcaldine Golf Barcaldine Lawn Tennis
win big. Location: 105 Galah St. Contact: Michael Hayward. Contact: Tony Walsh on 0410 522 041, Brett Walsh on 04¢
Location: Longreach RSL Time: 9am to 11am Location: Barcaldine Golf Course, Pine Road 981 776 or email barcaldinetennis@gmail.com.
Time: 6.30 pm Cash only. Time: 3pm Location: Cnr Willow and Fir St
Scavenger Hunt Longreach Archival and Historical Research Group Community Garden with Mehraban Time: 6pm
This March, Council is hosting the region’s biggest evereeting Discussions on Urban Agriculture and healing the plahengreach Playgroup
scavenger hunt! For more information or to gain accegyngreach Archival and Historical Research Group aredbation: Longreach Youth Centre Ages 0-5 yrs. $2.00/visit. A friendly and informal playgroup
to the smart phone app please visit Iongreach.qld.govc%g{(odians of our Longreach Region family photos ang . & 20 am with a regular routine, safe outdoor play area and a range
events or give us a call on (07) 4658 4111. stories. Do you wish to share yours or need guidelines to ) organised activities for babies, toddlers and pre prep aged
Location: Across the region preserve them for generations to come? Come along k@ngreach Town Band Mixed Ensemble Rehearsals cpjqren. please bring shared morning tea, hat & water.
Isisford Skin Clinic learn new skills and make friends. Location: Longreach State School. Location: Lioness Park
Please call 4658 to book an appointment for: - skin bibf&alon: 12 Swan St Time: 4pm Time: 9 am
- excisions - skin checks Time: 2pm Social Bowls Social Tennis Longreach
chation: Isisford Primary Health Centre 2 St Helena Sgster in Edkins Park For more information please visit Facebook, Longreagty, more information please contact Anna-Marie Moffat or
Isisford QLD 4731 Celebrate Easter in Edkins park with Bluey and BingoBOWIs Club 0417 112 517 or visit the Longreach Tennis Facebook Pag
Time: 9am Time: 6 pm Market stalls, craft corner, announcement of the scavémgation: Longreach Bowls Club Location: Longreach Tennis Club

Evening Art Workshop - Screen Printing hunt winners and free live shows with Bluey and Bing@|ye: 1 pm Time: 6.15pm

i _gcation: Edkins Park
Come along to an evening art workshop on Screen Pr"rf?ffﬁ‘ﬂ : Monday 4 April Longreach Brolga Girl Guides Meeting
with award winning artist/tutor Louise Jones. Light sugpee: 8am !

pI’OVided, beginnel’s are welcome. For registration form|pha Rugby League Football Club - Poker N|ght
materials list and enquiries, contact Heather on 0428 §36 No experience required and all welcome.

: . ar and kitchen operating.
164 or email: longreachartsandculture@gmail.com L on- ;
Location: Alpha Rugby League Club Location: The Willows Centre
Time: 5pm

Barcaldine Ukulele Group Looking for fun, friendship and adventure? If you are a girl
5 - 17 years old then Girl Guides is for you!

Location: Guides hut, 15 Stilt Street, Longreach.

Location: Longreach Arts and Crafts Centre Time: 5.30 pm.

- Time: 6pm ; i ;
Time: 6.30pm Barcalding Lawn Bowls Children’s Health Clinic Thomson .R;ver L|9ns (ilub Meeting e Wiloredor
Shaek it Up Pound Fitness . The Central West Health Child Health Clinic is open 35%; more information please contact Bobbie Willersdorf or
. . . . Contact: Jack Power on 0429 988 654. . ) 758315
Channel your inner rockstar with this full body cardlo-fm ) . available to take bookings. Please call our of ce on ) )
session inspired by the infectious, energizing, and swe&gation: 72 Gidyea St 4652 5500 to make a booking. If you can’'t make yourLocation: Birdcage Hotel
dripping fun of playing the drums. Time: 3pm appointment, please let us know. Time: 6 pm
Location: Longreach Showgrounds Wool Spinning Location: Isisford Primary Health Clinic Sheak It Up Fitness — Zumba, Longreach
Time: 5.30 Come get artsy. Time: 9am $10 per session, rst session free
Longreach Country Hoedown Location: Longreach Arts and Crafts Centre Longreach Town Band Brass Ensemble Rehearsals Location: Edgely Hall
School’s out for the term... and what better way to ~ Time: Afternoons Location: Longreach State School Time: 5.30 pm

Looking to experience something a little different?

Join The Baha’ in Longreach the weekend of 2nd/3rd April for some inspiring gatherings.

Saturday 2nd April, 6.30pm

The Baha'is of Longreach are delighted to
welcome Mehraban Farahmand, to join us in hosting a
dinner, (provided), somewhat international in avor
and then lead an interactive discussion, on what a vibrant
community could look like and what is needed to achieve it.

Please RSVP Maxien on 0401 320 727  for more details or
leave a message for a call back.

Mehraban, originally from India, is doing a PhD in Urban
Agriculture and has worked in Laos and other places,
with refugees.

8 TODAY Friday, 1 April, 2022

Sunday 3rd April 8.30am
In the Community Gardens,

(behind the Gym, end of Eagle Street, ie, Magpie La)
Mehraban will join us to talk about Urban Agriculture and
how we can contribute to the healing of our planet, starting
with our own backyards.

Bring a plate to share for a late breakfast.

Please RSVP to Maxien on 0401 320 727  for more details
or leave a message for a call back.
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Ballard

By Michael R Williams

Well-known community stalwart and local
musician Corinne Ballard has officially re -
leased her first album, “More than a broken
home”, after more than three years of blood,
sweat, and tears.

Humble; referring to herself as a glorified
karaoke singer, Ms Ballard has on many oc-
casions, she felt as if she would give up - but
now her debut album is streaming on all major
platforms with physical CDs at various loca -
tions.

Ms Ballard described the album as a mixing
bowl of different country styles.

“Country is my biggest passion genre-wise,
and I've stuck to that,” she said.

“There is everything from 90s country as
well as some modern sounds.”

Ms Ballard said in the initial stage of writ -
ing, she had no intention of making an original
album.

“It kind of just evolved over time, and as |
continued to write, | made more and more
songs available,”

“Then, at one point, | went, ‘ohh, | could
probably make an album for myself’.

“It was initially going to be a covers album
for tourists for when | sing for the tours, but
when [ first started sharing my own stuff, then
they [the tourists] would ask, ‘where do | get a
copy of that?"”

This was when Ms Ballard began to realise
that her songwriting skills were good enough
to be saleable to tourists and other interests.

“I've learned so much along the way, and I'd
do it again if | had could turn back time,” she
said.

“My new goal is to work on my songwriting
- | really want to write for an established coun -
try singer to see my work out there.”

Ms Ballard grew up in a musically talented
family, and she has passed on her love of music

of

Ms Ballard performing at Edkins Park.

to her children.

She has spent much of her creative time,
constructing a voice unique to her

“I think my biggest thing is, I've grown from
watching them, they're the ones who have en -
couraged me to get up on stage to perform,”
she said.

“l listen to all sorts of country from, old
school to more modern country, from Keith
Urban and such who have gone from Australia
to America to make their name.

“But | dont have a specific idol as such, I've
just tried to make my own voice rather than to
be like someone else.”

The title track sees Ms Ballard exploring
challenging themes and the song that set off
the journey that led to the creation of this al -

bum, “On My Own", was described by Ms Bal -
lard as one of her darkest moments.

“My marriage broke down, and | was navi -
gating a new path in life, and as a way of ther-
apy, that was when | started writing,” she said.

“The very first song | wrote was “On My
Own,” and that was written when | was strug -
gling a little bit with depression, and wonder -
ing if | was making the right choices.

“And while | had a strong support network
around me, | still needed to make those steps
myself.”

A lot of the album is very personal, but there
is a mix of both the tougher swallows and the
light hearts songs such as “Mr Bartender”.

It's important to note that many of the sto -
ries in the album are works of fiction.

lyric dreams

Corinne Ballard performing at the Christmas
Lights tour last year.

Ms Ballard said despite the darker begin -
nings of the album cycle, the positive feedback
she received from other people spurred her on.

“I was surprised to find that | could make
that impact on someone,” she said.

‘At the time | was caught up in my own
world as opposed to seeing what was happen-
ing around me.

“For some of my songs, | had written it with
a certain context in my mind - but then I've
read it and realised that it can be related in
many contexts and situations.”

Ms Ballard hopes one day her grandchil -
dren will sit back and listen to this album and
say, “oh wow, that's my nana.”

By Michael R Williams

Upon hearing his great-grandparents were a
part of outback Australian history, Townsville
man Peter Finn, and his family, made the trip
to the Longreach cemetery.

His great-grandparents, Paddy and Jane
Finn are well-known for having transported
the famous Wellshot Hotel in llfracombe.

“It's a little bit unusual, my father never
told us about Paddy, Jane, and the Wellshot
Hotel until he was 86 and in a nursing home,”
Mr Finn said.

“But he wanted to do a clean-up on their
graves, but he was physically unable to.

Suprised by link, legen
local graves shown cary

in his memory [Peter’s dad], to have a clean -
up.”

The Wellshot Hotel originated in Anakie
and it was transported to Barcaldine.

As the rail lines moved toward Longreach,
Paddy Finn decided to get in early at llfra -
combe.

The Wellshot Hotel was one of the first
buildings in the town. Mr Finn said it was an
emotional adventure.

“There was always in the back of my mind,
my grandfather,” he said.

The descendants of Paddy and Jane Finn

“He passed away a couple of years ago, so cleaning their graves.

Authorised by the Australian Government, Canberra.
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Signs point to busy season

By Gavin Baskett, Winton Shire Mayor

The local caravan parks and cafes are staring
to reopen, the roads are getting busier and the
weather is cooling down, it must be almost

tourist season.

The number of vehicles, travelling our
roads, with vans and camping trailers has in -
creased significantly.

| went to the Western QId Alliance of Coun -
cils (WQAC) Forum in Charleville a couple of
weeks ago and every second car was towing a
camping trailer, which is great news for our lo -
cal economy.

Hopefully, the price of fuel wont deter
too many travellers and we can have another
bumper season like last year.

While at the WQAC Forum many issues
were discussed that affect the 22 councils such
as; housing, aged care, roads, staff shortages

and many others.

This is a great couple of days with Ministers
both State and Federal being available to lobby
for the prosperity of our small communities.

Winton looks forward to hosting this great
Forum next year.

Recently the Waltzing Matilda Centre host -
ed the John Villiers Outback Art Prize in the
Outback Regional Art Gallery.

The level of competition this year was very
high, and I'm glad I'm not a judge.

A big congratulations goes out to Paul White
with his artwork, “Lake Menindee, Running on
Empty” which took out the major prize. While
at the Waltzing Matilda Centre, Waltzing Matil -
da Day is next week, 6 April.

There's going to be a bus trip and Tagalong
tour to Combo Waterhole on the 5th followed
by activities at the WMC on the 6th, if you want

more info, contact the VIC.

A big congratulations goes out to all the
Australia Day award recipients.

The ceremony was held in late February as
we decided to postpone rather than do it virtu -
ally online.

This was a great decision to recognise our
locals in front of a crowd, so they could receive
the recognition they deserve.

Minister Littleproud visited Winton recent -
ly to announce funding to complete the seal -
ing of the Jundah Rd to Dinosaur Stampede
(Lark Quarry).

This project is an 80 per cent/20 per cent
split with Winton Shire Council and will see an
important link in our network finally complete
after many years, this is great news for our lo-
cals, transport and tourism industry.

Council will shortly be releasing an EOI for

2 blocks of land in Winton for development.

We are in desperate need of accommoda-
tion, especially during tourist season.

The “Accommodation Feasibility Study”,
which WSC commissioned in 2021, showed
our town loses 10 000’s visitor stays due to lack
of beds each year, and demand will grow with
the sealing of the Outback Way which will put
Winton at the crossroads of 2 National High -
ways.

Hopefully, we can get plenty of interest
from not only accommodation developers but
other business opportunities as well.

If your looking to get away in the next cou -
ple of weeks put the “Winton Rodeo & Bikes”
on the 9th of April in your calendar.

This will be an action-packed day with the
motorbike gymkhana starting at 9am followed
by an evening of rodeo action.

Highway fu

This week’s pleasing and welcomed an-
nouncement of $139 million dollars in com -
bined Federal and State Government funding
for the Capricorn Highway between Emerald
and Alpha is a massive boost for the Central
West.

| have strongly and consistently lobbied
for this road to be upgraded, not only to im -
prove road safety but for the eventual exten -
sion of the Type 2 Road Train network into
Emerald from the west.

With all the discussion around lowering
cost of living pressures, this step is in my
opinion the most strategic and permanent
solution for not only residents here in the
Central West but indeed those who live away
and rely on our production streams.

nding a major boost for the region’s ec

FROM £

MY DESK %

SEAN DILLON '
BARCALDINE MAYOR !

ad

Moving more freight further in longer, big -
ger truck configurations directly reduces lo -
gistical chokepoints and reduces costs.

Every element of our purchasing, whether
for personal or business use, is affected by
the cost of transportation.

Given the demise of rail as a viable option

for the west, road freight is our only realistic
option, hence the massive strategic impor -
tance of this week's announcement.

The significant improvement to road
safety that will eventuate from the strength -
ening and widening of the pavement is also
extremely significant.

As we see the finalisation of works to seal
roads in our region such as Torrens Creek-Ar-
amac and the recently announced Outback
Way, the volume of heavy vehicle traffic on
the Capricorn Highway will increase expo -
nentially.

It also aligns with the State Government's
inland corridor concept, connecting the
Charters Towers to Mungindi Road at Emer -
ald.

This corridor, as well as the federal gov-
ernment's commitment to the Mount Isa to
Rockhampton Corridor through the Roads of
Strategic Importance scheme, show the har -
monisation of both levels of government to
improve road connectivity and safety in the
heart of regional Queensland.

With an estimated 400 jobs supported
as a result of this announcement over the
forecast delivery timeframe of four years,
the economic boost to the region from road
construction will continue, further support -
ing the decision our Council made to heed
the Federal and State Government's calls to
“gear up” and be ready to deliver projects of
significant scale, quickly.

We're there In
person when
It counts.

We live and work locally. We take the time
to talk to you and understand your
individual situation. We know rural
insurance, that's why Elders Insurance
customers stick with us.

Contact Ros Kavanagh and the team for a personalised quote today.

Insurance

Cnr Duck & Spoonbill Street Longreach
07 4652 8620 Q Elders Insurance Central Queensland

Kav & Co Pty Ltd ABN 50093006609 trading as Elders Insurance Central Queensland AR No. 254594 is an Authorised Representative of Elders Insurance (Underwriting Agency) Pty Limited ABN 56 138 879 026, AFSL 340965. Insurance is underwritten by QBE Insurance (Australia) Limited ABN 78 003 191 035 AFSL 239545. Visit www.eldersinsurance.com.au t¢
consider the Product Disclosure Statement and any applicable Target Market Determination to decide if the product is right for you.

12533597-NG06-
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World-first
measure
for lamb

World-leading objective measurement
technologies in lamb were on show to -
day at a special event held at Gundagai
Meat Processors (GMP) in Gundagai,
New South Wales.

GMP has been working in partner -
ship with Meat & Livestock Australia
(MLA) to enable the objective measure -
ment, sortation, and future grading of
lamb carcases under the new Meat Stan-
dards Australia (MSA) cuts-based model.

Guests to the event were given the
opportunity to see the technology in
action, which can measure hot carcase
weight, lean meat yield, and intramus -
cular fat (IMF) in lamb.

These measurements can then be
inputted into the new MSA model for
sheepmeat, which will predict the eating
guality of nine cuts by cook method out -
comes (grill and roast) for each carcase.

“This is an incredibly exciting devel -
opment and one we have been working
towards for a number of years,” said Ja-
son Strong, MLA Managing Director.

“As an industry we are not far off MSA
grading for lamb, much like we already
do in beef.

“These technologies enable the de-
velopment of value-based payment sys -
tems based on eating quality, leanness
and other attributes desired by consum -
ers.

“Feedback provided to producers
based on these technologies can be
used to incentivise continual on-farm
improvement in lamb production, en -
suring greater compliance and a greater
ability to consistently meet market spec -
ifications.”

*
st
IOV
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Australian Government

AUSTRALIA'S
MAKING
P@SITIVE
ENERGY
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A welcome
to Baha'l
gathering

By Michael R Williams

The Bahai community of Longreach are

welcoming all locals to an interactive din -
ner on Saturday evening hosted by Mehr -
aban Farahmand who has a PhD in Urgan
Agriculture and is a refugee advocate.

There will also be another late break -
fast at the community gardens at 8.30am.

Mr Farahmand said it was exciting
to see Longreach as a part of the excit
ing wave of conferences that are called
world conferences.

‘At this juncture, what we're seeing
is communities struggling to find their
footing when it comes to working along -
side each other,” he said.

“What we want to do is host these
spaces where everyone is welcome to
come and learn about how communities
can build trust at a grassroots level.

“We will be meeting over dinner to
talk about the distance travelled from hu -
manity and for those in Longreach, where
have we come in the past 25 years.”

Mr Farahmand said the event was
about learning to work together.

“Everyone has inestimable value and
through collaboration and coopera -
tion, everyone can build on each other’s
strengths,” he said.

“We want it to be very very engaging
through the arts, we've seen how the arts
can awaken people’s potentialities.”

Mr Farahmand said he was deeply
impressed with the community garden
established in Longreach, and empha -
sised its importance as a centre for com-
munity growth.

VOX POP

WE TAKE IT TO
THE STREETS

Question: Who is your favourite movie
star?

Matt Bates said his favourite movie star
was Bruce Willis because he plays a pret
ty good tough guy.

Bonnie Bates also liked Bruce Willis
because when you're down, watching his
films gives you a lift.

Molly Bates said her favourite movie
star was Sandra Bullock because she
loves the Proposal and all of the actress’s
comedies.
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Fresh lick of paint

By Jeff Close; Winton Correspondent

The historic Corfield and Fitzmaurice build -
ing, on a site occupied for 144 years by a retail
business, has received a fresh coat of paint and
some stormwater control works in preparation
for the 2022 opening.,

Colours used were in keeping with the heri -
tage of the building.

Meryl Durack, (Nookie), is President of the
not-for-profit group of volunteers operating
Corfields as an outlet for local arts and crafts,
souvenirs, and as a museum for the wool in -
dustry.

“The paint job has really spruced up the
streetscape as it is such a large building,”
Nookie said.

“We had a bumper year in 2021, and our
volunteers were pleased to financially support
local events such as the Outback Festival, the
local show, Creative Arts, the Junior Bush Po-
etry, and the Bronze Swagman Award for Bush
Verse.

‘A special $10,000 donation was made to
Jessamine Place — our local Ageing in the Out
back Project.”

There are 34 local suppliers of Arts and

Q&A with Ben Galea

How did you end up in Longreach?

| was drawn to Western QId as a teenager and
worked around Winton after school. | moved
back here recently to take on a role with DCQ,
working with a brilliant team on some really
important environmental and agricultural
matters.

What is the best advice you've ever received?
| remember this saying from when | was
younger: “If not me, than who? If not now,
then when?” (But don't take on too much or
you won't get it all done...)

What is something you do in your spare

time?

There’'s so much to do socially in Longreach,
whether it's sports or just being with mates,
but I really love it when | can head bush and

explore somewhere new and remote.
What is your favourite place in the Central
West?
So many special places! | don't have a favourite
place per se, rather a favourite landscape, and
that would be the jump-up country. Being on
the edge of a mesa, camped among gnarly old
trees and spinifex, there is no better place for
sunset, sunrise and the starry night sky, espe-
cially in the crisp winter air.
What would you consider your greatest
achievement?
I'm happy with how I've shared my experienc -
es and knowledge to help people understand
our world, country and environment better,
both through speaking and writing.

I still want to be better at it.

Crafts and a great band of volunteers.

Co-ordinator Donna Paynter said new sup -
pliers and workers were always welcome.

“These people have also allowed us to sup-
port all of our local educational groups — the
State School, St Pats, Distance Education, and
the Little Swaggies — with donations,” she said.

It is always worth ‘window shopping’ at
Corfields.

2021 saw a QANTAS display and the award-
winning Christmas lights.

The shop will be opening in time for the
busy 2022 visitor season on 4 April.

-

Ben Galea with his partner Georgia Benny.

Winton Men’s Shed throws the doors open for a

By Jeff Close; Winton Correspondent

Winton's Mens’ Shed held an open day recently.

The group, with a membership of 20, wel -
comed a dozen people for a tour and to work
on Club projects.

Three new members joined on the day.

One of the current projects is making pre -
sentation boxes and display easels for the
upcoming Community Ball which is raising
funds for the Jessamine Place (Ageing in the
Outback) project and the RFDS.

Recycled timber and club equipment were
being used in their construction.

Shane Mann was the providore for the day
and continuous tea and coffee lubricated pro -
ceedings.

President Len Coyte, Vice President Andrew
Judd, and Secretary/Treasurer Delma Rus-
sell were present to answer questions. Mayor
Gavin Baskett dropped by to offer support.

Further information and Mens’ Shedders in
the Central West and visiting Winton: Delma
on 0419726009
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New member Murray Caldwell, vice-president Andrew Judd and Mayor Gavin Baskett at the Winton Mens’ Shed Open Day.




We want to know!

Send the details to editorial@leadertoday.com.au
and we'll publish it in our week o




Walk on the wild side
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TEENS IN TROUBLE

THE GIRL FROM
PLAINVILLE
Streaming, Stan
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L1ZZO’S WA TCH OUT FOR THE BIG GRRRLS
Streaming, Prime Video
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SELLING HOUSES AUS TRALIA
Streaming, Foxtel On Demand
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CANDICE RENOIR
Streaming, Acorn TV
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MOON KNIGH T
Streaming, Disney+
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BRENE BROWN: ATLAS
OF THEHEART
Streaming, Binge

” - ce ® ) f
w o ® ¢
. *>
- Y .«
¢ .

20 TODAY Friday, 1 April, 2022



No. 074

SUDOKU

To solve a Sudoku puzzle, every number from
1 to 9 must appear in: each of the nine vertical
columns, each of the nine horizontal rows and
each of the nine 3 x 3 boxes. Remember, no
number can occur more than once in any row,
column or box.
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QUICK CROSSWORD

w N

1  Conclude (3,2)

4 Aquatic home (9)

9  Chocolate tree (5)

10 Artice (9)

11 Animal that gives birth to

live young (6) Continuing (7)
12 One who exaggerates a Fruit (plural) (8)
danger (8) 13 Digestion (10)
14 Teaching tool (10) 16  Responded (8)
15 Exclamation of surprise (3) 18  Inconsistent (7)
17 Born (3) 19 Stuck (7)
19 Extremely angry (10) 20  Pipe (7)
23 Reveres (8) 21 Contrary to law (7)
24 Fisher (6) 22 Rubber (6)
26  Backtracking (9) 25 lliness (4)
27 Yens (5)

28 Self-indulgence (9)
29 10th US president,
John —(5)

1  Pitchtents (6)

Numbered by tens (7)
Ordinary; unromantic
(of writing) (7)

4  Entertainer (4)

5  Shaky (10)
6 Wentinto (7)
7
8
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9-LETTER WORD

Using the nine letters in the grid, how many words of
four letters or more can you list? The centre letter must
be included and each letter may only be used once.
No colloquial or foreign
words. No capitalised nouns,
apostrophes or plural

words ending in “s”.

No. 074
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No. 074

Insert the missing letters to make
10 words — ve reading across the
grid and ve reading down.

NOTE: more than one solution may
be possible

QUICK QUIZ *

The 1995 Im Cluelessis
loosely base on which of Jane
Austen's novels?

In what year were denim jeans
invented?

Which of the Seven Wonders
of the Ancient World is still
standing?

The primary ingredient in tonic
water, quinine, is also used to
treat what disease?

Who won the 2020 Stella
Prize?

Reese Witherspoon (pictured)
co-produced and stared in
which 2017 miniseries?

7 Inwhat year was Net ix

founded?

8 Which Formula One race was

discontinued in 2013 due to
poor attendance?

9 Which Im won the 2019

GLAAD Media Award for
Outstanding Film?

10 Honeybell oranges are also

know as what?
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Gardening
Bird attracting garden

By Neil Fisher

Recently while driving the Capricorn High -

way, | decided to take a ‘smoko’ break in Alpha.

Parking under the tree canopy shade beside Li-

oness Park | was amazed by the birdlife.

The plan was to take a half-hour break, but
| ended up staying almost two hours walking
around Lioness Park and the park across the
road Settlers Park.

Settlers Park had so many bird attracting
plants growing within the park.

Many of the plants are quite unusual but all
would make a great addition to any western
garden.

There are literally hundreds of plants avail -
able to the home gardener these days that will
attract large numbers of birds.

For most people, this would immediately
bring to mind a variety of plants such as the
nectar-laden Grevilleas, but there are many
other shrubs that will create a protective bird
haven in your own backyard.

So why not construct a garden to attract
birds to your own property.

These are some simple ways of ensuring a
greater number of birds in your garden which
will, in turn, bring many hours of pleasure over
many years.

There are four simple needs for a bird-

attracting garden.

1. Water: Provide a constant source of water,
such as a pond, birdbath, or dripping tap
into a bowl.

2. Food: Provide a variety of native trees and
bushes that become a suitable food source.
3. Protection: Never let your cat roam the gar -
den and actively discourage neighbour’s

cats from entering your garden.

4. Safety: Provide a safe environment for the
birds by not using any poisons like snail bait
in your garden.

The following are some plants that were
attracting birds to plants in Lioness Park and
Settlers Park.

Melaleuca irbyana or Swamp Tea Tree is a
micro leaf Melaleuca with tiny pointed leaves
no more than 4mm long.

The Swamp Tea Tree has scented white
flowers that are only 2%2cm long with flowers
appearing from September to March.

It is a medium shrub 3-4m x 1.5m with a
pendulous habit and a papery bark.

The Swamp Tea Tree requires a sunny, aver
age position with a good cover of muich.

This Melaleuca is classified as a threatened
species in both Queensland and in New South

Callistemon chisholmii growing in Alpha.
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Wales. Another find in Settler's Park is Mela-
leuca armillaris Pink.

It is best described as a graceful dense large
shrub with fine dark green foliage.

It grows to 3m high and is bushy to the
ground. Pink brush-type flowers appear
through the foliage in Spring and during some
years Autumn as well.

A very good windbreak or screen plant suit -
able for gardens across Central Queensland.

There are two very unique Bottlebrushes
growing in Settlers Park that | would try to find
a place for in my garden.

They are Callistemon chisholmii or Budg -
eroo and the Pine Leafed Bottlebrush or Cal -
listemon pinifolius.

Callistemon pinifolius Green or Pine Leafed
Bottlebrush is an evergreen medium shrub to
2m with pine-like leaves.

Large lime green bottlebrush flowers ap -
pear in spring.

This shrub suits most soils types and usu-
ally is frost resistant.

Callistemon chisholmii or Budgeroo is re -
garded as one of the most drought tolerant
Bottlebrushes.

This hardy shrub is a forms an slender
sparse habit will grow between 2-4m.

8cm long golden tipped red flowers appear
from May to October.

It has leathery, dark green lance-shaped
leaves that make this plant resilient to frost
and wind.

Callistemon chisholmii can be found grow -
ing naturally on creek banks in the sand -
stone country in Central and North Western
Queensland.

Then there was one more Bottlebrush that
was attracting birds in the town.

Callistemon Little John is a dwarf evergreen
shrub that produces deep red bottle-brush
flowers in spring and autumn.

Crowded blue-green foliage forms a com -
pact shrub that is frost tolerant.

It is suited for most soils and is best in full
sun to partial shade positions.

There are many Callistemon Little John's in
Alpha in flower at the moment.

These Bird attracting plants would well
make spectacular specimens, so check with
your local nursery now.

One last point to establishing a garden to
attract birds to the garden is reading books
like “Attracting Birds to Australian Gardens” by
Graham Pizzey and “Bird Attracting Plants” by
Wrigley and Fagg.

Melaleuca armillaris Pink growing in Alpha.

Lioness Park.

Melaleuca irbyana growing in Alpha.

Settlers Park.

Callistemon Little John attracting birds.

Callistemon pinifolius Green growing in Alpha.



Farm safety
key concern

By Michael R Williams

On a farm in McKinlay, AgForce Queensland
began a campaign that will have ramifications
for farmers throughout Australia - the Zero
Harm on Farm campaign.

Despite having only a small portion of the
nation's workforce, agriculture has some of
the highest rates of injury and mortality rates
among workers of any industry.

AgForce late last year committed, literally,
to the goal of zero harm on farm.

AgForce Workforce and Safety Committee
Chair James Stintson said the committee re -
ceived funding from both State and Federal
Governments to run workshops with the in -
tention of improving the safety record the ag -
ricultural workforce has in Queensland.

“It's about increasing the understanding of
landholders’ obligations, and more important -
ly, of what they can do to improve their safety
record,” he said.

“The statistics tell a fairly compelling story,
and one only needs to look at the Worksafe
website, and agriculture is right up there with
the transport industry, in terms of sheer num -
bers.

“When those numbers are sifted down into
a per capita basis, unfortunately, agriculture is
out on its own.”

Mr Stintson said the brutal reality as to why
agriculture is facing so many injuries was apa -
thy.

“It's the ‘she’ll be right attitude, and sadly
the consequence of that is, as an industry we're
facing high injury and mortality rates.

‘And even more sadly, is those mortalities
are happening on family farms and happening
not only to ourselves but to family members
and people we love the most.

“We're not applying enough value to those
people; we need to start considering ourselves
and our self-safety much more than what we
are now.”

Mr Stintson said the key elements AgForce
is focussing on in this campaign are the en -
couragement of members to consider work -
place inductions, basis risk assessments, and
toolbox talks.

AgForce Workforce Committee Chair James
Stintson would like you to seriously consider
attending a Zero Harm on Farm workshop.

“Toolbox talks are simply getting workers
around during smoko and talking about what
can be done to improve safety on the farm,” he
said.

“These are three basic elements and our
workshops are for producers to learn how to
do those tasks.

“We're confident that if members can do
those three tasks, the rest can fall into place.”

Mr Stintson seriously encouraged people of
interest to attend a workshop.

“You don't need to be a member,” he said.

“Michelle Hartwig is a seasoned campaign -
er in this area, and she’s an amazing contribu -
tor to these workshops.

“I would encourage everyone to seriously
consider it.”

Farmers we

Farmers for Climate Action has welcomed the
Federal Government's $27.2 million invest -
ment in carbon + biodiversity extension of -
ficers in each Natural Resource Management
region.

These extension officers will help farmers
take part in carbon and biodiversity markets.

“Farmers for Climate Action has been call -
ing for this kind of practical, on-ground assis -
tance to grow the carbon market,” CEO Fiona
Davis said.

“Extension officers are a great way to assist
farmers step-by-step through setting up a car -
bon and biodiversity project.

‘A healthy carbon market which has integ -
rity means more money in farmers’ pockets,
including during times of drought. Stable in -
come during drought is vital for farmers.

“This investment is a good step towards
that.:

Farmers for Climate Action is calling for the

LeaderToday.com.au R U RAL MATT E R S

lcome Investr

Farm Carbon + Biodiversity Pilot and the En -
hancing Remnant Vegetation Pilot to be rolled
out nationally with permanent ongoing fund -
ing to reward farmers for the good work they're
doing and provide sustainable, drought-resis -
tant income.

‘As our recent ‘Fork in the Road’ report
showed, producing food and getting it to
shops and onto dining tables is getting harder
because climate change is reducing rainfall,
bringing more fires and floods, and driving up
the cost of insurance and fertiliser,” Ms Davis
said.

“This funding is a positive step. Farmers
continue to call for deep emissions reduc -
tions this decade, including in the transport
and energy sectors, to protect our farmers and
our food supply chains. Whilst farmers wel -
come the benefits that carbon sequestration
provides, there is no substitute for emissions
reduction.”

By Australian Wool Innovation

The strengthening Australian dollar (AUD)
played havoc with prices at the Australian
wool auctions this week.

The AUD was substantially dearer
against all the major currencies and the
subsequent foreign exchange (forex) rates
available had immediate and negative im -
pacts upon the local auction price levels.

General losses of 30 to 40ac/clean kg re
sulted on all types and descriptions.

Important to note though is that all pric -
es expressed in those overseas currencies
had appreciated in value week to week.

The Eastern Market Indicator (EMI)
dropped by 1.7 per cent or 24ac to close at a
nominal basis of 1384 ac/clean kg.

The EMI is quoted as nominal when an
eastern centre sells without the other on
any given day.

The Western Market Indicator (WMI)
dropped 22ac or 1.5 per cent to 1424 ac/
clean kg.

In USD terms the EMI was 4ac dearer
due entirely to the forex and reached a clos -
ing basis of 1034 usc/clean kg.

Passed-in rates hit the highest rates for
guite some time as just 83.9 per cent of
all wool offered nationally was ultimately
cleared to the trade, confirming the trend

Wool Market Report

that has appeared the past few weeks of
growers holding onto their wool for a bet -
ter price.

The clearance rates did improve in WA
though as a 20 per cent passed in rate bet
tered the previous sale series.

The Sydney crossbred wool sellers had
a tough time again in achieving their price
reserves which resulted in 32.8 per cent of
bales offered failing to meet expectations.

Alongside the forex-induced downward
pressure on prices, local traders had to fi-
nance more of the bales offered this week.

The direct buying (and offshore sourced
finance) top makers and indent operators
dropped off in their purchasing rates.

The auction direction was therefore
largely in the hands of forward-trader sell -
ers, who took the opportunity to lock in
profits. Competition for both selling over -
seas and buying locally was weaker than
normal and new business was available if
finance allowed.

48,000 bales have been rostered to sell
next week over three days.

Pressure on the bank accounts of buy-
ing companies and exporters remains an
important factor for price determination,
just as logistics and forex rates also have a
strong influence on the current market.

By Bruce Honeywill,
Desert Channels Queensland

This year within the region we are very likely
to reach the target of 3,000,000 ha of control
of the Weed of National Significance — Prick -

with an agreement between Desert Chan -
nels Queensland and a coalition of Regional
Councils under RAPAD.

A Memorandum of Understanding (MOU)
has been signed to develop a long-term uni -
fied approach to control the prickly invader.

In spite of many wins against the spread of
Prickly Acacia by landholders with the sup -
port of DCQ and government funding, the
weed still costs producers and taxpayers mil -
lions of dollars each year in lost production
and control measures.

The MOU brings the seven regional coun -
cils under RAPAD together with DCQ in an
agreement to share control methods, infor -
mation data collection, and control cam -
paigns when appropriate.

While working together previously on
many occasions, the groups have however
operated under separate projects and fund -
ing avenues with government.

This agreement ensures that when work is
undertaken there is shared information and
aligned planning.

Prickly Acacia continues to have an on-
going devastating effect on pasture lands in
Western Queensland, reducing productivity
and the environmental loss of biodiversity
undermines the region's marketing strength

ly Acacia, and this work is set to accelerate

DCQ CEO Leanne Kohler and RAPAD chair Tony Rayner will be working together to eradicate

Prickly Acacia.

for clean and green production and tourism,
particularly on the Mitchell Grass Downs.

Nearly 80 per cent of the landholders in
the region with prickles are now actively
engaged in control of this weed and control
rates are accelerating due to technology and
control strategies developed that are slowing
the advance of the weed, bringing further ef -
ficiencies to the control and alleviating the
economic impact.

Crews from regional councils work on
weed control on stock routes, reserves, and
common areas while DCQ work is mainly

concentrated on pastoral land.

While there has been mutual cooperation
between councils and the natural resource
management group for years, the MOU is de -
signed to introduce greater data and knowl -
edge sharing and an improved ability to work
strategically together on large infestations
with the goal of making control measures
more efficient in the future.

Leanne Kohler, CEO of DCQ, said the on
going support of local government is essen -
tial in the fight against Prickly Acacia.

“We need to have a shared vision that we

DCQ and regional councils join forces against

can implement and that contributes to the
ongoing work of landholders,” she said.

“We work in partnership and it just makes
sense we share resources where possible and
the most important of these is data.”

Under the MOU both parties have also
agreed to increase advocacy to raise aware
ness of the environmental and economic
threats to the region.

The parties will work together to plan
strategic approaches to weed control, the
management of other environmental and
economic threats, and the implementation
of strategies.

Both DCQ and the Councils will play an
integral part in planning and strategy de -
velopment but, through the MOU, have also
agreed to build expertise and strong net -
works of key stakeholders while we each rep-
resent the interests of community at large in
our respective roles.

Leanne Kohler said the MOU was devel-
oped during a series of meetings when she
presented the ideas of the joint venture to
RAPAD representatives in a meeting in Black-
all in 2021.

“DCQ has been fortunate over a num -
ber of funding rounds with government for
Prickly Acacia control work and with the sup -
port of RAPAD our joint vision to control this
weed will be strengthened,” she said.

“So we're already working in partnership
with them but now that partnership is being
formalised into a more articulated joint vi -
sion.”
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Touch breaks club record

By Longreach Touch Association

The following are the results from round 2
of the Longreach Touch Association Mixed
Teams Competition.

Young Yabbies defeated Bullantz: 10-7.

Best and Fairest were Kim Saunders and
Dave Owens.

Getaways defeated The Boomerangs: 15-2.

Best and Fairest were Liv Palmer and Sam
Munns, and Mete Ozdemir and Abigail Cowley.

Try Babies defeated The Cartel: 7-6.

Best and fairest were Chris Bartley and An-
nie Jones.

Coops Troops defeated Lights n Sirens: 14-3

Best and fairest were Ryan Jackson and
Mary Macintosh, Matt Worland and Maxine
Seineger.

Mitchell Grass Muppets defeated Unstop -
pable: 12-1

Best and fairest were Charlie Williams and
Libby Braden, and Rachael Fox and Jack Mar
shall.

This week also saw a turn out of over 30
players for the junior competition, a new re -
cord for the club.
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Coach the coaches ses

By Ben Galea, Tennis Club president

Six members of the Longreach Tennis Club
recently spent an afternoon being coached
to coach by Rhett McKinnon, the Central
West Development Officer working for Ten -
nis Queensland, in the lead-up to the kids
coaching program.

Rhett stepped the coaches through a
number of kids’ training activities, with the
assistance of the Tennis Hot Shots Commu -
nity Play app and some flash new equip -
ment provided by Tennis Qld.

Parents and kids in Longreach have ex-
pressed renewed interest in a kids tennis
coaching program after the huge popularity
of last year's twice-weekly sessions.

We're very fortunate to have Geordie
Meekin, Marlena Maier, and Dan Prosser
back to help run the sessions.

They'll be joined this year by Michael
Lloyd, Raiya Ahmed, and Ben Galea, which
means a better coach-to-student ratio and

more tailored training.

Not forgetting the crucial role of parents
in helping with crowd control and facilitat -
ing sessions - we need you!

Training will be on each Tuesday after -
noon, starting at the courts from the 26
April, the second week of Term 2.

Further details to come regarding times
and costs.
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Chicken and Vegetable Skewers
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Pear Pancakes with Fruit Salad
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Chinchilla Branch

QLD COUNTRY WOMEN’S ASSOCIATION

COUNTRY  hedith

wellbein
ol gt Queensland g

Queensland

Government
Empowering women through education and health is a priority for the Queens land Country Women'’s Association (QCWA). The QCWA Country Kitchens program, funded by the Queensland
Government through Health and Wellbeing Queensland, supports Queenslanders to adopt healthier lifestyles. To nd out more about the progra m visit https:/gcwacountrykitchens.com.aul.

Friday, 1 April, 2022 TODAY 25



COMICS

Bottled Fruit

Insert Brain Here

Doodley Squat

WuMo

Against the Grain
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Bushy Tales

Swamp

Insanity Streak

© COPYRIGHT & PAGINATION: AUSPAC MEDIA

Ballard Street

Grin Bin
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Expressions of Interest Multiple roles available

Family owned since 1988, Thomas Foods International (TFl) is one of Australia's largest food businesses. With teams across Australia, the US, Canada, China, Japan and Europe,
the Thomas Foods brands and business partnerships grow, supply, and distribute premium meat and seafood all over the world. TFl is an organisation that truly embodies its
values-driven philosophy and positive working culture. Now is the perfect time to join this innovative, growing global business.

TFlis proud to have recently acquired the Bourke processing facility in late 2021, which has created a diverse range of opportunities across multiple areas within the business.
This is a very exciting time for the NSW Western region and a perfect opportunity to join the growing TFI family.

Current positions available:

e Plant Manager e Fitter/Mechanics e Administration ® Process workers -

e QA/Compliance Manager e Slaughter Floor Supervisor * Stockpersons Slaughter Floor, Boning Room,
e Maintenance Manager ¢ Boning Room/Cold Store Supervisor e Livestock Handlers Cold Store

e Electricians e WHS/HR Manager e Forklift Drivers

Key requirements:

e Dedicated, punctual and reliable individuals who have passion for what they do

e Ability to perform work safely under limited supervision, complying to WHS guidelines

e Ability to work individually and within a team environment

e Current Driver's Licence and access to a car, as public transport is not available

e Previous experience in the meat processing/agricultural industry/FMCG is welcomed, however, not essential

Key benefits:

e Ongoing secure opportunities in an essential service industry

¢ New starter incentive of up to $1,500 cash and referral incentive of up to $1,500 cash
e Attractive, above award pay rates

e Opportunities for working overtime (applicable positions)

e Access to food products at a discounted rate

e On-the-job training provided

e Career progression with ongoing learning and development

We are an equal opportunity employer with many working options available and encourage all to apply.
To apply, please contact Olivia Cirillo on +61 8 8216 3500 or email olivia.cirillo@robertwalters.com.au Please state which position you are interested in.

All shortlisted candidates will be required to undergo a pre-employment medical, including alcohol & drug screening. Obtaining a Q-Fever
vaccination is mandatory in our industry. TFl encourages all potential employees to be vaccinated for COVID-19 and provide such documentation.

Find what your looking for in our c— Netuorke e )
General N otices@ ClsSSifieds &\ Classifieds

section of Network Classieds. @1300 666 808 1300 666 808

J
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Juniors wrap

By Michael Lloyd

Junior Cricket wrapped up last Saturday after
another great season.

Queensland Cricket has acknowledged Long-
reach Cricket as the biggest Junior Cricket Club
in all of Central Queensland, which includes

Rockhampton clubs.

It was pleasing to see several juniors make
the transition to senior cricket, and we look for -
ward to many more next year.

This is all due to the great efforts of our Triple
C Volunteer (Coordinator, Curator and Coach)
Malcolm Sellick, as well as the other great co-
ordinators and coaches, Brett Long, Steven

General Notices

Hunt, Jade Fuller, and Mitch Neuendorf. These
gentlemen, with great assistance from many
parents, run three levels of junior cricket each
Saturday as well as organising representative
matches during the season. Cricket num -
bers have been steadily rising over the past
few years thanks to the help of these great
volunteers along with several visits from
Queensland Cricket staff and some grants
from the Australian Cricket Infrastructure
Fund and the Community Benefit Fund.

The Association would like to thank the
local media, the Longreach Leader, 4LG, and
ABC Western Queensland for some great cow
erage, and we look forward to seeing every-
one back in October this year.
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Alpha’s best in beauty

By Aaron Skinn; Satisfaction.Photo

Photographer and videographer based in
Barcaldine, Outback Queensland. Specialis
in portraits, weddings, families and corpora
video.
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In photos: Alpha Races

By Michael R Williams

The Alpha races were cancelled this week due
to rain, but that didn't stop locals and travel -
lers alike from heading out to the course to get
dolled up and partying.

Entertainment included Fashions on the
field, a jumping castle, and musical perfor -
mances from Corinne Ballard.

Alpha Jockey Club Secretary Hannah Ab-
erton said while they didn't get their expected
crowd, it was still a great crowd.

“It's been a great day for the community,”
she said.

“Still plenty of women dressed up and the
fashions went well.”

For the second race meet of 2022, the fash
ions will be back and bigger and hopefully the
horses will also be involved.
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Finding gold on the green

By Michael R Williams

Bowls enthusiasts from all over Central
Queensland came to Longreach with the
hopes of finding gold on the green.

Winning team captain Brett Browne, who
formed a team with Tony Emslie and Andrew
Watts said he was proud of his team, particu -
larly Andrew Watts, who he said had bowled
“extremely well”.

“We had some very tough games, and we
were pretty luck to win,” he said.

“When the games were on the line we
bowled very well, they could have gone either
way a number of times.

“It was a great chance to play against the
best players around to prove youre at that
level.”

It was Wattsy’s first game and he said he was
very nervous to start with.

“I was teamed up with two very good bowl -
ers in Tony Emslie and Brett Browne,” he said.

“Just by chance they were a bowler down, so
| took up the opportunity.”

Mr Watts said bowls was a wonderful and
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210mm capacity. Hydraulic
feed cylinder. Mitre cut. high.
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400kg li & 1.5m

inclusive sport for all and recommended ev -
eryone how hasnt, give it a try.

Emerald Bowls Club member Greg Pullen
said it was a great opportunity to keep the ri -
valry between the two teams alive.

“They're a part of our district, a lot of our
district clubs are struggling, and unless we
support each other it could end up on a very
slippery slope,” he said.

A lEurs: Teysbep Sz Beoalsl
WWW.AMANSTOYSHOP.COM

SUPE

O00MM IR UML)

Super tool kit & 10 drawer trolley with 2
X 4 drawer top boxes & 2 side cabinets.

$599

Coolant & stand. Trigger switchPlatform size:
handle. Single phase or three 550 x 550mm.
phase. Cast iron saw frame.  Overload

protection valve.
Foot operated i .

Hardened
chrome frame.

$999
$2689

12542708-SN14-22
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a/f & metric tools. Contains screwdrivers,
pliers, sockets & accessories, hex & torx
bits, hook & pick set,
hammers, and more!!

620 PIECES!

$5999

Set of boxes

on wheeled

case for

storing/

transporting

tools. 6 small

& 3 large

containers. Poly-
carbonate material.

Low basket w/ 5 removable
transverse compartments.
Compact multi-organisers.
Incld. padlock holes & handle.

$397

2 speed, 3 wide

aluminium blades. 450 watts
induction motor. 300M3/
minute air delivery. Wheels for
easy manoeuvrability.
Adjustable tilt. Noise level 83
DB. Comes fully assembled.



