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Up here for thinking: Taki¥k in the hole: Winto
stock of west’s well-bel

Central West Health's mental health team deals
with an average of 30 referrals a month accord -
ing to a high ranking local health official.
Central West Hospital and Health Service
Medical Services Executive Director Dr David

up to Mental Health Week from 8-16 October
- urging residents to take stock of their men -
tal health and look after others. “Living and
working in rural and remote communities
can be stressful at times,” Dr Walker said.

Club captain Adrian Lenton has scored the
Winton Golf Course’s first ever hole-in-one
after over 40 years.

9olf chief's dream driv

about 30 years now-not 100 per cent
sure when dad got me into it, Mr Lenton
said.

STORYPAGE 29

“I've been playing golf there now for
Walker announced the statistics in the lead
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h 50 years of festl

Winton celebrated 50 years of its iconic Outback Fest with nods to
some of the most memorable events and people associated.

Here are some of the RFDS Outback Queens from throughout
the years. STORY PAGE 6

On ‘super-highway’

Longreach is now connected to the Electric
Superhighway with State Transport and Main
Roads Minister Mark Bailey officially com -
missioning the Electric Vehicle charger this
week.

The town is just the second to join the
new 24-EV charger network aimed which

in their travel.

“I'm proud to commission this new charger
here in Longreach, which now joins Kingaroy
as the newest additions to the super-highway
map.”

the Minister said is a big part of the Gov -
ernment’s commitment to a net zero future
for the state.

“We're already doing this work on our pub -
lic transport network, but we want to see even
more private electric vehicles on Queensland
roads,” Mr Bailey said.

“A big barrier to transitioning is the avail -
ability of chargers and range anxiety, which is
why this rollout of an additional 24 chargers is
so important.

“For the first time, we're connecting West -
ern Queensland hubs like Longreach to the su -

perhighway so drivers have more confidence STORY PAGE 5

BUSINESS FOR SALE

Horsepower Longreach

, For genuine sale after 12 years of current ownership.

, A pro table standalone motorcycle & power equipment dealership, retailing &
servicing all popular makes & models.

, Franchise & sales agreements representing national brands including Honda, Suzuki,
Stihl & Toro amongst others.

, Experienced staff & procedures in place.

, Servicing a wide area of Central & Western QIld with a very strong client base &
room for expansion.

,  Owners are motivated to sell!

Contact Tim Salter 0429 649 693
Elders Longreach today

12566968-MS38-22




Tlhe editor's desk

I will be turning 30 in a year, and in itself,
that feels like an achievement.

Yet, this week | met people who have
worked on the Outback Fest since its in -
ception—50 years ago!

Local legend Noel McDarra, had his
ashes spread by a Coolibah Tree that
could more than 200 years old.

It's weeks like this that you realise the
scope of reality and the small part we
play.

It's funny how special we feel when
we're younger, yet as we grow we start
to realise our size in relation to other
things.

Its been a week of humility for me,
and I think, while many of use
enjoyed the celebrations,
we had much to reflect on
as well.

- Michael R Williams
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Managing Director of Today News Group Damian Morgan catches up with Winton Mayor, Gavin

Baskett.
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Damian Morgan recently heard from Barcaldine
residents during a presentation for the Central
Western and Longreach Leader.

Winton locals gather at the Waltzing Matilda

Pictures: PRUE BUTTON Centre to hear about the love of regional

newspapers even in this technological era.

Appetite for news

By Karen Simmons

Last Tuesday and Wednesday Damian Mor-
gan, Managing Director of the Today News
Group, visited Barcaldine and Winton to thank
them for their support of the relaunch of the
98-year-old newspaper.

Mr Morgan addressed representatives
from Central West small businesses, tourist
operators, councillors and local residents at
the iconic Waltzing Matilda Centre in Winton
Tuesday evening.

The well-travelled public speaker said it
was great to hear firsthand that the Leader is
being well-received in the community.

“In this modern era of media, there are a lot
of people who still love the printed copy,” Mr
Morgan said.

“But those who live away or move out of

their communities can still be connected
through a digital copy.”

Mr Morgan described the tourism sector
in the Central West as going from strength to
strength, with world-class experiences on of -
fer.

“This has motivated us to help promote it
through our broader network,” he added.

Born and raised on a remote cattle property
in western Queensland, Mr Morgan proudly
takes a practical, ‘no-bull’ approach to sales
and marketing.

He has a Bachelor of Business, Masters of
Business Administration (MBA), and post-
graduate qualifications from the Australian
Film, Television, and Radio School and is a Fel-
low of the esteemed Sir Vincent Fairfax Ethics
in Leadership Program.

He was keen to hear feedback from locals,
meet prospective readers and advertisers and
gave a presentation on the local Central West-
ern Queensland paper.

“We want local businesses to have an op-
portunity to promote their products and ser -
vices to the people who are most likely to buy
them.”

Mayor Gavin Baskett gave a vote of appre-
ciation towards the end of the evening and
conversation continued over a fine selection
of nibbles and drinks.

One of the standout feedback statements of
the evening was “Keep the TV guide.”

The Today News Group publishes many re -
gional newspapers in Australia including the
Central Western Leader and Longreach Leader.
The group also prints newspapers from their
printing press in North Rockhampton.

Mental Health week marked in the w

Central West Health's mental health team deals
with an average of 30 referrals a month accord -
ing to a high ranking local health official.

Central West Hospital and Health Service
Medical Services Executive Director Dr David
Walker announced the statistics in the lead up
to Mental Health Week from 8-16 October —
urging residents to take stock of their mental
health and look after others.

“Living and working in rural and remote
communities can be stressful at times,” Dr
Walker said.

“Pressures such as social isolation, financial
hardship, lack of employment opportunities,
and natural disasters can have a major impact
on a persons mental health and wellbeing,
leading to anxiety, depression or other health
related issues.

“About half of all Australian’s experience
mental iliness in their lifetime, and about one
in five Australians experience a mental health
issue in any one year.

“But the phrase mental health can turn
people off, so we really need to ensure the
community are engaged and able to have con -
versations about it.

“Some groups experience much higher
rates of mental health issues, including males,
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples
and those living in rural and remote commu -
nities.

“Our emotional health is just as important

All significant errors will be corrected as soon as possible.as our physical health. so. it's vital we strive to
Distribution numbers, areas and coverage are estimatgs omare for ourselves both mentally and physi -
For our terms and conditions please visit leadertoday.dom @ally.

Dr Walker said this year's Mental Health
Week was focused on the three themes of

Six building blocks to follow

The six building blocks of mental well -

being, as detailed on the Queensland

Government's “Dear Mind” website:

» Get healthy: Be active, eat well and get

enough sleep.

Keep learning: Challenge your mind

and seek out new things.

= Show kindness: Give back, show grati-
tude, and bring joy to others’ lives.

= Connect more: Develop relation -

ships, stay connected and care for

each other.

Take notice: Be mindful. Stay in the

moment. Experience the world around

you.

« Embrace nature: Step outside, con-
nect with the natural world and take
care of the planet.

Awareness, Belonging and Connection.

“Awareness refers to learning about mental
health and wellbeing, ways to care for yourself
and others and how to find help if needed,” he
said.

“Belonging is all about understanding that
no matter how you feel, you are not alone.

“Staying connected is about finding ser -
vices, support and social networks that foster
mentally healthy practices.

“Our mental health service works with peo -
ple on an ongoing basis to provide psychiatric
treatment and support if they have a serious
mental illness.

“They coordinate with psychiatrists to as -
sist and or manage medications and other
treatments.

“They will also refer people to other servic -
es for additional assistance with psycho-social
issues as needed.”

Dr Walker said Central West Health's mental
health team dealt with an average of 30 refer-
rals a month.

“This has remained steady over the past
several years but this year we have seen a sig
nificant increase in acute mental health refer -
rals that require admission to a tertiary mental
health facility.

“Normally, we would see about five such
acute cases a year on average but this year so
far, we have already recorded 10 such cases.”

Dr Walker said having positive mental well -
being had many benefits, one of which was
building long-term resilience which could act
as a buffer against the risk of mental iliness.

“Engaging with each of the six building
blocks of mental wellbeing can help build pos -
itive mental wellbeing and resilience, which is
especially important around this time of year
as we start counting down to the Christmas—
New Year period,” Dr Walker said.

“You could reach out to a supportive rela -
tive or friend by sending a text or message on
social media, inviting someone over for a cof -
fee or making a phone call.”

Some useful links and contacts: For men -
tal health support 24/7 phone 1300 MH CALL
(1300 64 2255); Dear Mind: https://mental -
wellbeing.initiatives.gld.gov.au/; Lifeline on
13 11 14; Kids Help Line 1800 551 800.
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Charging into future

Longreach is now connected to the Electric
Superhighway with State Transport and Main
Roads Minister Mark Bailey officially commis -
sioning the Electric Vehicle charger this week.

The town is just the second to join the new
24-EV charger network aimed which the Minis -
ter said is a big part of the Government's com -
mitment to a net zero future for the state.

“We're already doing this work on our pub -
lic transport network, but we want to see even
more private electric vehicles on Queensland
roads,” Mr Bailey said.

‘A big barrier to transitioning is the avail -
ability of chargers and range anxiety, which is
why this rollout of an additional 24 chargers is
so important.

“For the first time, we're connecting Western
Queensland hubs like Longreach to the super -
highway so drivers have more confidence in
their travel.

“I'm proud to commission this new charger
here in Longreach, which now joins Kingaroy
as the newest additions to the super-highway
map.”

Mr Bailey said the Phase three Western

Queensland rollout includes Charters Towers,
Hughenden, Julia Creek, Cloncurry, Mount Isa,
Goondiwindi, Stanthorpe, Winton, Longreach,
Barcaldine, Blackall, Emerald, Dingo, Char -
leville, Roma, Miles, Kingaroy, Esk, Richmond,
Kynuna, Injune, Rolleston, St George and Cun-
namulla. He said the Superhighway would con -
nect regional areas to create more tourism and
economic development opportunities.

‘As an EV driver | know how important the
spacing, ease of access and speed of charging
can be when you're on a road trip so I'm proud
to deliver better charging infrastructure for ev -
eryone who needs it,” Mr Bailey said.

“Use of the existing Electric Superhighway
is at an all-time high, with nearly seven million
carbon-free kilometres travelled on Queensland
roads to date.

“That's the equivalent of removing 516 in -
ternal combustion engine vehicles from the
roads and saving as much as 1,776 tonnes of
CO2 emissions — a terrific result for our envi -
ronment.

“Its a great feeling to now have a Federal
Government who believes in the energy tran -

sition, supporting the uptake of EVs and in at -
tracting manufacturers to the Australian market
— something we are sadly behind on due to the
inaction of the Former Morrison Government.”

Mr Bailey said it cost $0.30 per kWh to charge
your EV at any Queensland Electric Superhigh-
way location. The Longreach site has one 75kW
station and one 22kW station available.

“More chargers will be rolled out over the
coming months, with a further $10 million in
co-funding on the table for local governments
and organisations to build EV chargers around
the state as part of the state’s Zero Emission Ve-
hicle strategy.

“This compliments the $3000 rebates on se -
lected Electric Vehicles available as we seek to
kick start the second hand market.”

For more information on the Zero Emission
Vehicle Strategy, visit https://www.qld.gov.au/
transport/projects/electricvehicles/zero-emis
sion-strategy

For more information on the Queensland
Electric Super Highway, visit https://www.qld.
gov.au/transport/projects/electricvehicles/
super-highway

Queen’s honour: Plaque marks roya

By Michael R Williams

A new plaque has been unveiled at the Civic
Centre and also the site of two trees planted by
the recently departed Queen Elizabeth Il and
the Duke of Edinburgh.

Longreach Regional Council Mayor Tony
Rayner said the plaque would recognise the
important role royal visits had played in the
region’s history.

“Longreach, over the years, has had many
visits from many royal family members,” he
said.

“Most importantly, we've had two visits
from the Queen—one was in 1970 when the
Queen visited Longreach with her husband
and while they were here, they planted two fig
trees beside the civic centre.

“Those trees now are over 50 years old and
they are magnificent trees and a wonderful re -
minder of the Queen and Duke'’s visit.”

There are currently two smaller plaques
that indicate they have been planted by the
the royal couple, but Mr Rayner said he be -
lieves they have become hidden as the trees
have grown.

“So with the International Day of Mourn -
ing, we [council] decided that it would be ap -
propriate to put in a new plaque that acknowl! -
edged the planting of the trees, the Queens
visits and her passing,” he said.

“I was the initiator of the concept because it
meant a lot to me as, in 1970, | was a ten-year-
old student and was there when the Queen
and the Duke planted their trees.

‘Again in 1988, when the Queen visited to
open the Stockman's Hall of Fame | attended
that as well.

“These were significant moments for me
and | wanted to make sure the broader pub -
lic was aware those trees were planted by the
Queen and the Duke of Edinburgh.”

&

Longreach Regional Council Mayor Tony Rayner unveiling the plaque.

The plague was swiftly made in Brisbane
ahead of the International Day of Mourning.

“Due to the urgency of construction we had
to get the sign made away in Brisbane and it
used historical photographs from the visit in
1970 from the State Archives,” he said.

“They also show some of the other attend -
ing Councillors on the day.

Longreach Regional Councillors after the unveiling of the plaque.

“It does two things: it captures the signifi -
cant history of the Queen’s visit, and more im -
portantly, it's yet another tourist attraction.

“So when our visitors are walking along our
beautiful botanical walk, to pull up and read
another storyboard with more to learn about
our region.”

IN BRIEF

Social Enterprises to benefit

Newly established social enterprises across
Queensland will share in over $500,000 to help
them grow and increase their confidence as
they begin their new venture.

Minister for Employment and Small Busi -
ness Di Farmer said 23 grant recipients will
now be able to purchase equipment, resources
and business advisory services to support a
solid foundation to build their business.

“Social enterprises are businesses that exist
to do good, and I'm thrilled that we're able to
support them as they provide so many benefits
to our communities — offering training oppor -
tunities, creating good jobs and providing bet -
ter services,” Minister Farmer said.

Minister Farmer said she was pleased to an-
nounce the grants recipients in the lead up to
the 2022 Social Enterprise World Forum, co-
hosted by White Box Enterprises, which is be -
ing held in Brisbane this week.

For more information on social enter -
prise grant programs visit: desbt.qgld.gov.au/
training/future-skills-fund/social-enterprise-
grants

Inquiry underway
admlnlstratlon Hf government grants will

lamentary inquiry,
klng l learn lessons from
e administralion of previous grants pro -

grams and strengthen how Commonwealth
grants are delivered.

Four Auditor-General's reports relating to
grants administration (Building Better Re -
gions; Grants Hubs; Safer Communities; and
Commuter Car Parks) will be considered by
the Joint Committee of Public Accounts and
Audit in this inquiry.

The administration of three other grant
programs (the Urban Congestion Fund; Re -
gional Growth Fund; and Modern Manufac -
turing Initiative) as well as the implementation
of recommendations in the Committee’s previ -
ous report on grants will also be reviewed.

Committee Chair, Mr Julian Hill MP, said
that parliamentary scrutiny of these programs
was important to ensure that future grants
programs are administered consistent with
the intent of the Commonwealth Grant Rules
and guidelines and in line with community ex -
pectations.

Seniors set to celebrate

Queensland is gearing up to enjoy the second
annual Queensland Seniors Month. From
humble beginnings sixty-two years ago, this
statewide celebration has outgrown its nine-
day week and has become a month-long
event.

Connecting Queenslanders through inclu -
sive events and activities, Seniors Month will
bring people of all ages, cultures, and abili -
ties together within their community, uniting
them through shared interests and passions.
It also provides a great opportunity to discov -
er new programs and activities, and support
services.

Beginning on Saturday 1 October, the
United Nations International Day of Older
Persons Queensland’s Seniors Month will in -
clude National Grandparents Day, on 30 Oc -
tober before ending on 31 October 2022.

Longreach Private Dental

Providing quality care in all aspects of general

dentistry since 2005.
We are members of the Child Dental Bene ts Schedule.

CDBS is a Government initiative covering dental treatment for
the eligible children aged 2-17.

This is to the value of $1000 over a period of two years used for
most dental services.

Please give us a call to check your child’s eligibility.

Longreach Private Dental
Dr. Mark Zavialov
Dr. Geordie Meekin
Ph: 4658 1283
130 Eagle Street, Longreach

12549017-AV20-22
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Council contractors Cameron Brown and Casey Peacock erectlng 3|gns

Iningal sign

By Suzie C McDarra

Six new directional signs were erected
throughout Iningai Nature Park last week to
coincide with a Memorial Service at the Park
on Sunday to honour the legacy left by founder
Noel McDarra.

Mr McDarra, who was a local resident for
63 years, visioned the concept of the nature
reserve on the southern outskirts of Longreach
in 1998.

Noel's daughter Suzie, recently proposed an
idea to the Men's Shed team, where Noel was a
founding member for many years, to add more
directional signage along the main two walk -
ing tracks.

Last week, Longreach Regional Council
(LRC) assisted with hole-digging and place -
ment of the signs at six spots around the Coo-
libah and Wilga Tracks, a task made easier after
recent rain.

Suzie said she thought of the idea to add
more directional signs when she was walking
daily out at the Park as part of her healing jour -
ney after Noel passed away in July.

“I had read a poor Google review about
someone finding it hard to know where to go
at certain points along the tracks and | thought
how easy it would be to add a few more point -
ers along the way, which would also help those
passing tourists who spontaneously stopped
for a walk without a map.

At the moment you need to walk a few hun -
dred metres from the carpark to the informa -
tion board before you can see a map of the
three different walking tracks.

Now, from the carpark entrance one sign
will indicate the Wilga track and the other to
the Coolibah track, as well as others being
placed in spots where it's unclear where to go
if you are without a map.

These signs are an interim measure to a
new information board which it is hoped will
be erected at the front entrance, with more
history and a map.

Stage two of the signage project for the
Men's Shed is to add more directional signs
to indicate the longer Gidgee Track to Hall of
Fame loop which links to the botanical walk on
the main highway.

After a few failed attempts at walking
around to find the entrance to the longest
Gidgee loop, Noel's friends Bill Parker and Alan
Blunt helped Suzie find the entry near the Hall
of Fame dam.

“My son called it ‘the lost entrance’ — be -
cause the track to the turnstile which is closest
to the Hall of Fame entrance is over grown and
so eroded away it is barely visible.”

Suzie is keen to help unlock the potential
for Iningai Park to be viewed as an asset to
community and ecotourism.

“The initial count 20 years ago indicated
130 or more species of birds, 11 species of
frogs, 14 reptiles, 13 mammals, and 166 plant
species — it's a dream experience for nature
lovers and bird watchers who are attracted to
unigue experiences.

“There is so much opportunity to bring
the place to life with educational information
available in various forms on Aboriginal arte -
facts, bush tucker and the history of how the
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Iningai new directional signs.
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Mens Shed Project Iningai Park Direction Signs

Aug-Sept 2022

Signs 4 and 5 Wilga Loop.
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Suzie and Bill - Mens Shed Project Iningai Park Direction Signs Aug-Sept 2022.

area was used by our indigenous ancestors.

LRC is envisaging creating a working group
of interested community members to discuss
the opportunities for Iningai Park.

Desert Channels Queensland (DCQ) and
LRC are dedicated to upgrading the existing
information signs along the tracks, which have
faded over the years.

This signage will look similar to the new
signs recently updated and replaced along the
Landsborough highway botanical walk into
town.

So far this tourist season, Council cleaned
out the inlets and outlets of walking crossings
and are in the process of tidying up the walk -
ing tracks.

LRC will also construct some of the diver -
sion drains approaches to crossings which
need to be reinstated by reusing the material
from the desilting of the inlets and outlets.

South West Projects have completed the
Cultural Heritage inspection and George
Bourne and Associates have completed the
field survey and report around the four walk -
ing crossings.

Lake Eyre Basin (LEB) Rangers expressed
interest in assisting with on-ground delivery,
in parts.

Indigenous elder Tony Weldon said he was
keen to see how Central Queensland Indige-
nous Development (CQID) could be involved.

Suzie, who returned to Longreach 1.5
years ago to spend time with her Dad, met
with Council recently to propose some ideas
including new signs like the Matilda Way
“botanical walk” signs at key spots like the
turnoff to Eagle Street from the highway and
the T-junction at the corner of Eagle Street

Tt

Peter Klem and Bill Parker.

and Jundah Road.

And shed love to see some basics like a
drinking water tap and an environmentally
friendly composting ‘nature loo’ toilet system.

She also has hopes to revive community in -
volvement in clean up days, which was a very
big job for Noel and supporting locals in the
early years.

In her father's meticulous research notes
Suzie found a letter from a nationally re -
nowned scientist, bird watcher and author of
several books on birds and other fauna, Greg
Czechura, who wrote: “Iningai Nature Park has
the potential to be a very attractive asset to lo -
cal, national and international tourists, which,
if properly managed and supported, could be -
come a valuable environmental, educational
and cultural experience.”

Suzie said she felt a strong sense of knowing
that Iningai Nature Park was where she needed
to invest her spare time and energy after her
father passed, particularly after reading so
many complimentary letters people had writ -
ten to her father over the years.

“Imagine Scouts orienteering out here, or a
mountain-less bike club, or school kids from
all over coming to explore the native flora and
fauna of the area, or a practical immersion to
deepen the knowledge of cultural ways - these
were all groups Dad hoped would make use of
Iningai,” Suzie said.

“He had grand plans for Iningai Nature
Park’s future and perhaps he was ahead of his
time, but | hope with his passing, the commu -
nity will feel a sense of renewal in its future po -
tential too.”
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Don't forget to book your tickets for the Annual Art and Photography Exhibition at the Blackall Cultural Centre on October 14.

Crafty types at Blackall

By Karen Simmons

The Blackall Cultural Association are provid -
ing yet another creative outlet for Blackall-re -
gion residents in their up-and-coming ‘Create
on the Barcoo’ workshop.

The two-day craft event will be held on Oc -
tober 21 and 22, at the Living Arts Centre in
Blackall and offers multiple workshops of dif -
ferent medias.

Workshops are run in three-hour blocks
throughout the two days and anyone can at -
tend, no matter your skills or abilities.

Two Sip'N’Paint workshops will be held on
Friday night with artists, Lyndie Hardie and
Lucy Senior.

While Sue Pukallus will be instructing a
group on how to create rustic wire wreaths in
her Wire'n'Rust workshop.

Another of the tutors participating in the
Create on the Barcoo weekend is Glenda Rival.

Glenda will be tutoring the Lampshade
making and the Basic Upholstery workshops.

Glenda has studied under multiple tutors in
interior design, embroidery, tassel making and
upholstery over the last 15 years.

She started her career working primarily
with curtains, blinds and shutters, as well as
fabric coordination. Glenda enjoys work -
ing with antique and vintage textiles and
furniture with the purpose of recycling and

repurposing wherever possible.

She has conducted workshops in Southern
Queensland since 2016.

Workshop students will receive training
in basic lampshade making through to more
complicated, custom shades.

Glenda is actively involved in her local craft
groups, contributing to exhibitions and craft
events, with her work winning awards over the
last 30 years.

If you would like participate in any of these
workshops, please sign up to become a mem-
ber of the Blackall Cultural Association.

Members will have first access to the online
booking platform via email.

A beautifully upholstered antique chair from
one of Glenda Rival's workshops.
Picture: SUPPLIED

» Dates: October 21 and 22, 2022
= Blackallcultural@bigpond.com

Another much-anticipated art event earlier
in the month is the Blackall Cultural Associa -
tion's Annual Art Exhibition and Competition.

Opening night is October 14, 2002 at 6pm at
the Blackall Cultural Centre.

This is an annual competition that has been
running for over 20 years and has built up a
solid reputation as the place for artists to dis -
play, compete and sell their artworks.

The 2022 Exhibition will be no exception
with over $9000 in prize money.

Buy your tickets for the exhibition at Out -
backtickets.com.au for $20

Supporting further regional investment and
capturing the benefits of Queensland’s re -
newable energy were major parts the third
Western Queensland Regional community
forum's agenda in Longreach this week.

The forum, one of seven held in regional

part of the Queensland Governments Ad -
vancing Queensland's Regions strategy, sup-
ported by the Office for Rural and Regional
Queensland.

Leading up to this week's major en -
ergy announcement, Premier Annastacia
Palaszczuk said the forum would discuss
ideas on sustainably powering the state into
the future.

“Regional Queensland plays a big role in

centres across Queensland on Tuesday was

renewable energy, to drive down power bills
and ease the cost of living,” the Premier said.

“Western Queensland forum members
get to be part of this, helping to unlock in -
vestment in good clean energy jobs, better
services, and helping to protect our great
lifestyle in regional Queensland.

“During this third round of forums for
2022, forum members will visit sites that will
help support further regional investment,
and drive future energy security.”

First Nations tourism, and vocational
skills and training will also be discussed in
Longreach tomorrow.

“Regional Forums are about strengthen -
ing our Government's partnership with re -
gional Queensland and a greater opportunity

to influence government decision-making,”
the Premier said.

Communities and Housing, Digital Econ -
omy and Arts Minister Leanne Enoch and
Transport and Main Roads Minister Mark
Bailey joined the Longreach forum meeting
which was again chaired by Assistant Local
Government minister Nikki Boyd will again.

Forum members made site visits to the
Ergon Pole Yard and the Yurika Queensland
Electric Super Highway Charging Station to
start the day’s meetings.

The forum agenda also included presenta -
tions on First Nations tourism opportunities
and vocational training, skills and education
opportunities and Queensland Government
support available in these sectors.

Renewable energy discussion for Longreach f

Ms Boyd said the previous forum discus -
sions had centred around similar topics as
well as local housing and health and wellbe -
ing opportunities and challenges.

“Discussions across all forum rounds
have provided the foundations for the devel -
opment of the Western Queensland forum
action plan,” Ms Boyd said.

“Over the past two months forum mem -
bers have been finalising their plan and
kickstarting some of the initiatives out -
lined.”

She said this third forum allowed work -
ing groups to provide an update on their
work to bring the forum action plan to life in
partnership with the Queensland Govern -
ment.

JOHNLEE MOTORS

LONGREACH
YOUR POLARIS DEALER

POLARIS
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AVAILABLA

12567628-AV38-22
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34 SWAN ST, LONGREACH LD 4730
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Praise for fest’s 50 years

By Michael R Williams and Karen Simmonsal economy following years of drought,” Mr

As visitors of last week's Winton Outback Fes-
tival slowy begin to trail off into the sunset,
the buzz of excitement and activity still lingers
throughout the community.

Gavin Baskett, Mayor of Winton Shire
Council praised this year's 50th anniversary
of the Winton Outback Festival as going from
strength to strength for the region.

A new plaque was erected this year at Barry
Wilson Park, of Barry Wilson, who was the first
president of the festival back in 1972.

“Our very first Winton Outback Festival
was launched back in 1972, an idea originally
conceived by locals to help boost Winton's lo -

Baskett said.

“It's grown and grown over the years and is
still an economic driver for our region.

“It mainly goes over the five days, but peo -
ple will come out here for 10 days.”

Mr Baskett said people who have moved
away love to come back this time of year to the
festival.

“The festival is always re-inventing itself,
with things like the dunny-run,” Mr Baskett
added.

‘I congratulate the current committee
members for doing a fantastic job, like Mrs
Grennwood who had been a part of it since the
1970s.”

Stirling Hinchliffe, Queensland Minister for
Tourism, Innovation and Sport was also a fa -
miliar face at this year’s 50th-anniversary cel -
ebration.

“This event is one of the great leaders of
outback events and tourism,” Mr Hinchcliffe
told the Longreach Leader over the weekend.

“It was an innovative concept at the time
and it has proven itself to be one of the great
icons of the region.”

The minister said through the challenges of
the pandemic, the outback really shone.

“We saw 868,000 people come to the out-
back during that period - that level of visitation
has not been seen before out here,” he said.

“Now, we want to capture their attention to
keep returning, which we are seeing.

“We are seeing families come back and not
just grey-nomads visiting.

“It's exciting for tourist operators and the
local council.

“l always love coming to the Central West
and the festival feels like you have come home
to a reunion with familiar faces - which is nice
as an outsider.”

“Our government is also in the final prep -
aration stages for twenty million dollars of
funding for arts and entertainment, and the
outback will play a key role in bringing amaz -
ing acts out here.”

Denise Brown, CEO of OQTA.

Winton Outback Fest

RFDS Light the Lanterns with Maree
Cummins.

Meredith Staib CEO RFDS - Chris Parsons MC - Jane Williams Central

West Health Barcaldine

Best dressed winner Stuart Gordon from Mt Isa.

1RAR Band.

Gala Dinner Fireworks Spectacular.

In photos: Outback Festival Gala Dinner night

Reyya Akmermer, Stephanie Jahl, and Jake Ellerker.

6 TODAY Friday, 30 September, 2022



LeaderToday.com.au N EWS

Suzie and Danielle McDarra with the newly unveiled plaque.

Tribute t

By Karen Simmons and Michael R William:

By a majestic coolibah tree at Longreach’s In -
ningai Park a new memorial sits that honours
the life of a well-loved resident - that of Noel
McDarra.

Noel is remembered by his community as a
humble, bush-loving, servant-hearted, eternal
learner of life.

His daughter Suzie McDarra recently host -
ed a memorial event with family, friends and
community members to honour Noel's wishes
of having his ashes spread by a giant Coolibah
tree and red gums that he had spent many
years admiring.

Susie said she wanted to organise the day
so people could have the opportunity to come
and go as they pleased.

“The day was also an opportunity to ac -
knowledge dads work at the park itself by hav -
ing a plaque, which Desert Channels gratefully
donated the cost of,” Susie said.

“The spreading of the ashes has been some-
thing that dad’'s always talked about. That's
where he wanted to lay to rest. He showed my
sister and | that tree and the red gums when we
were younger.”

Susie said it was a bit of a process over three
months talking to Longreach Council to make
everything come together.

“But they were very supportive, which was
great,” Susie said.

“The main point of the plaque was to re -
member his 63 years of friendships out here.
He knew he had that feeling to live out here
after his first experience of jackarooing in his
younger years - he felt the pull of the outback.

“When he went back to Sydney he felt like a
penned-up chook.”

Susie recalled how her father objected to a
proposal to turn the park area into a golfclub.

“He used to bush walk out there all the time.
He saw the value of peace and quiet and the
benefit for people to go.

“He was a real visionary with that.”

Susie noted that the park seems to have
deteriorated since her father's caretaking

LY
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a bush legen

Danielle and Jason McDarra after spreading the ashes.
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Locals gathered at Inningai Park to witness the unveiling.

role had ceased.

“I think council and dessert channels have
a role to perhaps put that into the budget, but
its no one’s fault - really, it's just the passing of
time.”

The significance of the tree where Noel's
ashes were spread was that it was more than
200 years old.

“The grandeur of those trees and the gnarl -
ing and twisting and character of them is a bit
like life really,” Susie said.

“He’s always had a love for the bush and the
Coolibah is such an iconic, grand tree.

Noel’s ultimate goal was to be of service to
his community. Whether it was entertaining
the crowds at the pastoral college or enjoying
showcasing local tourism for 10 years.

“He really took on that father figure even
though he wasn't surrounded by his immedi -
ate family. He was very humble so he might be
a bit embarrassed at all this.

“Coming back here to spend that year and
a half with him was special. The knowledge he

KEILAH =
AUSSIE WHIRAM SALE=

Longreach Showgrounds

Agent
Owners

0429 177 117

Suzie McDarra delivering a speech before unveiling the plaque.

had about war or innovation at the pastoral
college was quite extensive, so coming back
and hearing stories from all these people has

really changed my perception of his life.”

Noel will always be remembered for his ve -
gie garden and his love of bush poetry.
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What’s on

Longreach and Central

Do you have a community event you would like to hay
our calendar? Please email michael.williams@Ileadert
com.au

SEPTEMBER

Friday, 30 September

Barrels 4 A Cause

Thursday to Saturday

Location: Alpha Racecourse

Croquet

Contact: Jean Williams on 07 4651 2354.
Location: Oak Street, Barcaldine

Time: 8am Social Bowls

Barcaldine Senior Cricket

Location: Barcaldine Showgrounds Bowls Club

Time: 6pm Location: Longreach Bowls Club
Time: 1 pm

OCTOBER Barcaldine Golf

Saturday 1 October Location: Barcaldine Golf Course, Pine Road

Rowley Roberts 10 year's Anniversary Golf Day Time: 3pm

Annual Golf Fun Day in memory of life and foundatior-0n9reach Town Band Mixed Ensemble Rehearsals
member Rowley Roberts. Location: Longreach State School.

Location: Alpha Golf Club Time: 4pm

WW1 Dedication Service Monday, 3 October

Location: Longreach Cemetery Alpha District Tourism & Development Association -
General Meeting

Bring a friend. More members very welcome

Time: 10am
Park Run, Longreach

A free, weekly, timed 5k event every Saturday morningocation: Tivoli Theatre Museum
Everyone is welcome to walk, jog, run or volunteer!  Time: 5pm

Barcaldine Men’s Shed

Time: 7am Contact: David Kerrigan on 0427 009 375.
Morning Golf, Longreach Location: 103 Ash St

For more information email longreachgolf@gmail.conTime: 9am

Location: Longreach Golf Course September School Holiday Program begins

Time: Mornings. Council has organised a variety of activities for the
September School Holidays.

Location: Various

Barcaldine Ukulele Group

No experience required and all welcome.
Location: The Willows Centre

Location: Meet at Beersheba Place

Wool Spinning

Come get artsy.

Location: Longreach Arts and Crafts Centre
Time: Afternoons

Sunday, 2 October

Muttaburra Golf Club

Contact: Beau Gray on 0429 474 261.
Location: Muttaburra Golf Club

Time: 8.30am

Longreach Community Gardens

Time: 5pm

Longreach Town Band Brass Ensemble Rehearsals
Location: Longreach State School

Time: 6pm

Longreach SES Group Training

Are you committed to attending regular training and
activating during events?

Location: Longreach SES Base, 14 Minor Road
Time: 7pm

Come lend a hand.

Location: Longreach Youth Centre
Time: 8.30am

Barcaldine Golf Tuesday, 4 October

Seniors Movie “What Women Want”

Contact: Michael Hayward.

i Z

West Community Event [

Barcaldine Cultural Centre Craft Day
Time: 10am Contact: Karen Brown on 07 4651 2324.
First 5 Forever Location: 20 Beech Street, Barcaldine

Families with Children 0-5 Years - Join us at the BlacKgthe: 9.30am
Library every Tuesday morning for the First Five Forey${nce Lessons — Isisford

Location: Royal Theatre, Winton

Program.

9 . X For more information contact Fiona Ludgate on 0422 772
Location: Blackall Library 066 or tf.ludgate@bigpond.com.
Time: 10am

Location: Isisford Community Hall
Time: 3.30pm

Longreach Community Gardens
Come lend a hand

Location: Longreach Youth Centre
Time: 4.30pm

Longreach Playgroup

Ages 0-5 yrs. $2.00/visit.

Location: Lioness Park

Time: 9 am

Longreach Brolga Girl Guides Meeting

For more information please visit Facebook, Longreagtyoking for fun, friendship and adventure? If you are @ik at the Wellshot

5 - 17 years old then Girl Guides is for you!
Location: Guides hut, 15 Stilt Street, Longreach.
Time: 5.30 pm.

Longreach Squash

Come along and have a bash.

Location: Longreach Squash Courts

Time: 5.30 pm Rotary is dedicated to causes that build international
Barcaldine Lawn Tennis relationships, improve lives, and create a better world to

Contact: Tony Walsh on 0410 522 041, Brett Walsh orf ¢t our peace efforts and end polio forever.
981 776 or email barcaldinetennis@gmail.com. Location: Birdcage Hotel

Location: Cnr Willow and Fir St Time: 7 pm

Thursday, 6 October

Community Forums - Longreach

For more information please contact Bobbie Willersdo[fo Meion: Longreach Civic Centre

Warm-up your arms, stretch those muscles and work on
your hand-eye coordination.

Cost: $5

Location: Wellshot Hotel

Time: 7 pm.

Rotary Club Meeting, Longreach

Time: 6pm
Thomson River Lions Club Meeting

042758315 .
Location: Birdcage Hotel Ter1e. ?-30Dm
Time: 6 pm Tai Chi

Social Tennis Longreach Contact: Jean Williams on 07 4651 2354.

For more information please contact Anna-Marie Moffla?(é?i"on: The Willows Centre
0417 112 517 or visit the Longreach Tennis FacebooklPage9am
Social Craft at the Library

For more information please contact Longreach Library (0O

Location: Longreach Tennis Club
Time: 6.15pm

Alpha Touch Football 4659 9735' )
Location: Alpha Showgrounds Location: Longreach Library
Time: 9:30 am

Time: 6.30pm

Wednesday, 5 October
Community Forum - lifracombe
Location: llfracombe Rec Centre
Time: 6.30pm Hole-in-One

Barcaldine Basketball For more information send an email to longreachgolf@
Contact: Central West Aboriginal Corporation on 07 4G8ail.com or visit Longreach Golf Club

1226. Location: Longreach Golf Course

Location: St Joseph’s Primary School Time: 4 pm

Time: 5.20pm — 8pm Thomson River Lions Bingo

Barcaldine Men's Shed Come along for a bit of fun, a night out and help support ot

Barcaldine Golf

Contact: Michael Hayward.

Location: Barcaldine Golf Course, Pine Road
Time: 3pm

Contact: David Kerrigan on 0427 009 375. community.
Location: 103 Ash St Location: Birdcage Hotel
Time: 9am Time: 6.30 pm

'O'' eS«°Coea 3"

The nation's top rodeo riders and the best broncsrad bucking bulls gather for theWarwick Rodeo in
October - known far and wide as "Australia's Most &mous".

To celebrate this years event_ongreach - F B E have TWO family passes up for grabs to attend the
Ariat Warwick Rodeo & Prydes Easifeed Warwick Gold Cup Campdraft 2022 being held from
24 - 30 Octobe r 2022 at the Warwick Showgrounds.

The riders and the bucking stock come together tay and prove the old saying wrong — “never the has
that couldn’t be rode, never the rider that couldrt be throwed”.

Warwick Rodeo was immortalised in song by Australian country medegend Buddy Williams in the early 1940s
and Warwick has always had a tradition of horsemathip and great riders.

WA

e il Beid T

Longreach Leader

ROI

allls

: SCAN QR CODE
E0 n nYa TO ENTER
i1y o/ o

ENTRIES CLOSE
NOON 4 October

Or visit: maranoatoday.com.au/competitions

12566879-RC38-22
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Reflections on the west

By James Penfold

Almost five months ago, | moved to Longreach,
a small town in outback Queensland.

| didn't move there because | wanted a ‘tree
change’, or because | felt a special affinity for the
country; | simply received a job offer and wasnt
in a situation where | could be too choosy.

Recently, upon visiting my friends back in
Brisbane, | received lots of questions about
what Longreach is like.

This was asked in the same sort of urbane
inquisitiveness as one imagines Victorian-era
elites asking an explorer about a recent trip
to the Heart of Africa. Much as that explorer
might have found it impossible to really cap -
ture the intense danger and otherworldly maj -
esty of the wilderness within the confines of a
London drawing room, so too | found it diffi -
cult to describe what the West is really like.

Not to be deterred, however, | will attempt
to illustrate my impressions here.

The Land of Longreach

The first thing that will strike you about this
area is the openness, the vast apparent empti-
ness of it.

There are essentially no mountains or hills,
only gentle undulations that might charitably
be called ‘rises..

There are no great rivers or forests, only the
occasional creek bed (usually dry)—which will
also be the only places where proper trees will
try and eke out a living.

The rest is flat plains, where tough little
shrubs, dry grasses, and some of the most fear
somely defensive weeds you've ever seen, val
iantly cling to the grey silty soil.

Once, this area was completely underwater,
part of a great inland sea.

The region has found some recent fame for
dinosaur fossils, but it's also commonplace
to find fossils of shells, squid beaks, and am-
monites in the sandstone rocks that litter the
plains.

The Branch Cafe, Longreach, QLD.

Although I've been fortunate to arrive in
Longreach in the midst of a surprisingly wet
year (after a decade-long drought), it is still a
dry and decidedly non-aquatic environment,
making the fossilised sea creatures appear in
stark contrast, like a prank pulled by a mis -
chievous god (or perhaps a grim warning from
a vengeful one).

Despite it being a harsh environment, it is
not without beauty, especially in seasons like
this when long-awaited rain finally softens the
edges and brightens the colours of the land -
scape.

Recently, | was lucky enough to visit Star-
light's Lookout, a hill about an hours drive
from Longreach.

Although I've seen driveways in Brisbane
with larger changes in altitude, this hill is well-
known to be the highest promontory in the
district.

Importantly, it is virtually the only promon -
tory, but the benefit of this is that the views are
uninterrupted.

In a season like this, it allows a person to
see a beautiful green and gold carpet across
the landscape, reaching up to a vast, flat, ho-
rizon, where spectacular sunsets give way to a
starscape untarnished by the pollution of the
city.

The Life of Longreach
I'm told that Americans have a perception of
Australians as riding to work on kangaroos and

fending off drop bears on a daily basis.

To give fair credit to our Yankee cousins,
this could at least be plausible in a place like
Longreach. Of course, they are not ridden, but
it isn't uncommon to see kangaroos and brol -
gas walking up and down the quieter streets of
Longreach.

Likewise, highway driving at night can be
quite dangerous, due to the number of ani -
mals on the road.

Snakes and spiders, of course, are as much
of arisk here as they are everywhere else Down
Under.

However, the more noticeable animals
you'll find in Longreach are birds and bugs.

Continued page 11

You can always
rely on a local

My team at Elders Insurance Central Queensland live and
work locally. We take the time to talk to you and
understand your individual situation. It's why Elders
Insurance customers stick with us.

Contact Ros Kavanagh and the team for a

personalised quote today.
07 4652 8620

Q Elders Insurance Central Queensland

Kav & Co Pty Ltd ABN 50093006609 trading as Elders Insurance Central Queensland AR No. 254594 is an Authorised Representative
of Elders Insurance (Underwriting Agency) Pty Limited ABN 56 138 879 026, AFSL 340965. Insurance is underwritten by QBE Insurance
(Australia) Limited ABN 78 003 191 035 AFSL 239545. Visit www.eldersinsurance.com.au to consider the Product Disclosure Statement
and any applicable Target Market Determination to decide if the product is right for you.

Insurance

12533594-AV07-22
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Longreach
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Ilfracombe Isisford Longreach Yaraka
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Paddington
Bear sitting
Medium

plush toy
21cm
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boots and
Jacket
Medium
plush toy
22cm

Paddington Bear with
boots, coat and suitcase
Large plush toy 34cm
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All prices exclude delivery costs

Order now on
aussietoysonline.com.au
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Outback has its moments

By James Penfold

There are easy places to live in this world:
Western Queensland is not one of them.

Please understand, | don't mean it's unap -
pealing—far from it.

However, it can be demanding.

If an Australian were to not pay very much
attention and simply drift along through their
life without caring especially where they lived,
| suspect theyd usually settle in the gentle
swathes of suburbia, close enough to the ame-
nities of the city, but still distant enough to be
affordable.

As a native of Toowoomba, | think of it as
such a place—somewhere that is extremely
convenient, pleasant enough, and above all,
unchallenging.

Longreach, however, is none of these things.
Living Beyond the Black Stump
There are many aspects of living here that are
supremely inconvenient.

The goods and services you can purchase
from the shops are limited.

The prices can sometimes be outrageous, a
combination of the legitimate difficulty in get-
ting goods out here, as well as a small town’s
natural tendency toward market monopolies.

When the ATM is out of order, there isnt
another for 100kms in any direction, and the
bank seems to be closed whenever there’s an
‘s’ in the day.

The mobile reception is fine, except be -
tween the peak hours of 6am until midnight,
when it seems to go back to dial-up speeds.

Of course, that's only a problem so long as
youre close to town—if you're venturing the
vast expanse between one town and the next,
there’s no reception at all.

People in this area quickly become numb to
the inconvenience and cost of long trips, ac -
cepting them as a necessity.

| have family who live in the region, so |
already knew that people on remote stations
might sometimes have to drive for hours for
basic supplies like groceries or fuel.

However, | was blown away by how often
people would travel hundreds of kilometres
for social events like race days, rodeos, and

sporting competitions.

This is in stark contrast to my former life in
Brisbane, where | routinely cracked off events
if it meant changing buses.

Neither is the West straightforwardly pleas -
ant or unchallenging.

On the contrary, the perpetual cycle of
droughts, dust storms, floods, locust plagues,
and bush fires roll ever forward, routinely
crushing the fortunes of stockmen and towns -
people alike.

However, every time it tests you, it will also
offer up a series of golden moments, be they
beautiful sunrises, starry skies, or the serene
quiet of the open plains. To live here in the
long-term, | suspect you must be capable of
seeing and holding onto these sublime memo -
ries, and forgetting the others: the West is fore -
most a land of optimists.

Pioneers, Prospectors & Desperados

Indeed, I've come to think of these long-time
locals as ‘Pioneers, something akin to the
scrappy yet noble stereotype in old cowboy
films; the rugged trailblazers who love the
country and couldn't stand to live anywhere
else.

They stand in contrast, of course, to the
‘Prospectors.

These are the people who don't especially
love the bush, but have come to the West for
the opportunities it offers—when they can,
they will move “back East”. Although the Pio -
neer group naturally views them as carpetbag -
ging opportunists, the Prospectors are essen-
tial to the area.

Without them, there wouldnt be nearly
enough services to sustain the community
(especially in healthcare, education, and hos -
pitality).

Without these outsiders, there wouldn't be
a community for the locals to belong to.

The third group, also leaping straight from
the silver screen, are the ‘Desperados’.

These are the people who move to places
like Longreach, not for the community or op -
portunity, but for the lack of scrutiny—they
can simply get away with things out here they
could not under the glare of city lights.

If the Pioneers love the freedom of the out -

back, the Desperados love its license.

Please understand me, I'm not just talking
about people who like hooning on country
roads—there are also more than a few desper-
ados in comfortable offices, enjoying the fact
that the #MeToo movement largely petered
out as it crossed the Great Dividing Range.

A Farewell to Anonymity

| have lived in small towns before, but I've
never lived in a place which feels so much like
a small town.

It is not that Longreach is overly small
(~3000 people)—what makes it feel different is
that it is so remote and close-knit, like an en -
clave unto itself.

Longreach is a place where everyone knows
your name, for better or worse.

Let me provide an example: yesterday, after
| had finished work, | decided to go for a bike
ride (there is a bike path leading to the Thomp -
son River, about 10km there and back).

As | walked down the stairs, | saw my neigh-
bour Tanya, as she took clothes off the line.

As | buckled my helmet, | waved to my boss
as they drove home (they live around the cor -
ner from me).

As | crossed the intersection down from my
house, | saw Sue (a distant relative, actually)
from the service station talking to a customer.

On the next block, | overtook Craig, the
partner of one of my co-workers, who was tak -
ing their collie for an afternoon walk.

As | rode through the park, | saw Jack, a fet
low | recognised from my weekly pottery class.

As | pedalled through the town centre, | saw
Jacen, a fellow Rotarian, as he was closing up
his law offices for the evening.

Once | got onto the path to the river, |
passed a whole gaggle of acquaintances, also
out for an afternoon stroll.

Obviously, this closeness can be quite
pleasant.

| am greatly comforted by the fact that if
my car was to break down, or | was forced into
seclusion from COVID, my friends and neigh -
bours would quickly notice, and be ready and
willing to lend assistance.

Of course, it is not always so gratifying—
there is no chance of embarrassing moments

going unnoticed, or being quickly forgotten.

Gossip is the favoured local pastime, no
question.

Even when locals occasionally decry it,
they're not truly refuting the game, merely a
few of the rules or crueller plays.

The people who thrive in the West are those
with big hearts, but thick skins.

Poverty and Riches

In the city, there are rich suburbs and poor
ones; elegant cul-de-sacs of wealth and privi -
lege, and elsewhere, dodgy backstreets where
the downtrodden are forced to make their
home.

Not so in Longreach.

A small town like this simply isnt big
enough to enable much in the way of wealth
and class stratification.

Whether youre making $30k a year, or
$300k, you're forced to shop in the same gro-
cery store, the same bakery, the same hard-
ware outlet.

You will see the same doctors, drive on the
same roads, and live on the same streets.

Why?

Because you have no choice.

I work with medical professionals, and |
was struck a few weeks ago when | overheard a
doctor and an orderly chatting together about
the childcare centre they both send their chil -
dren to (in this case, bemoaning an outbreak
of COVID that was running rampant through
the town's toddlers).

Where else would one see the highest and
lowest paid person in a workplace able to bond
over common experience?

Personally, | think this is the best part of liv -
ing out west: a community bonded by imme -
diate knowledge of your neighbour, no matter
who they are or what they do for a living.

Empathy is being able to see things from
another person’s perspective, and frankly, it is
a lot easier when you have a lot in common.

And for all the wild and wonderful people
who call the West home, the adversities and
simplicity of this lifestyle provide unity, and an
inherent generosity, which | will always cher -
ish.

From page 9

Longreach is home to a great number
and range of birds, especially native species
like fairywrens, honeyeaters, budgerigars,
willie wagtails, galahs, eagles, kites, and
even the occasional pelican.

In fact, this must have made an impres -
sion on Longreach’s founders, because ev-
ery street in town is named for a bird spe -
cies (Eagle Street, Parrot Lane, Kookaburra
Court, etc). Presumably supporting this
avian population, Longreach also has a
tremendous amount of insects, sometimes
in plague proportions. When | first arrived,
grasshoppers were in such numbers that it
was impossible to prevent them from get -
ting inside the house—which | thought was
very unpleasant at the time, but has since
been put in perspective by the recent onset
of stink beetle season.

Likewise, the number of mosquitos and
sandflies in April made Aeroguard and Rid
the perfumes of choice in Longreach.

As one might imagine from my earlier
descriptions, this region is not very suitable
for growing crops.

Its economic raison d'étre has always
been sheep and cattle—and seems likely to
remain so.

Although you won't often see these
animals in town (although, yes, there is
someone who rides a bull down the main
street on Saturdays), you will often see the
shadow they cast—countless kilometres of
barbed wire fencing, leather boots, and a
dearth of vegetarianism.

Of course, a town is much more than just
its geography and average rainfall—it is a so-
ciety of people, bonded by circumstance, af -
fection, and occasionally, shared prejudice.

In my next piece, I'll try and describe
the vibrant community that calls this land
home.

View from Starlight's Lookout, Longreach, QLD

Reflections on west from a newly arrived city dw

L] .

a o e 2 . - g

Cattle mustering, near Longreach, QLD.
Picture: J. ROBERTSON

A flock of Corellas on the outskirts of
Longreach, QLD.

Locals enjoying Tuesday social tennis.
Picture: LONGREACH TENNIS CLUB
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Katelyn Podger, Tia Whyman, Riley Coppo, Nicole
Bond, Izzy Coppo, and Victoria Pengilley having a
wonderful afternoon.

Liberty and Nerida Henward serving goodies.
Seth “Biggest Bogan” Jensen just grabbing a beer.

Natasha Green and Ella Crettenden having a
grand time.

Grabbing a beer at the Outback Fest,
Alex Morgan and Pencil Walsh.

Tom McLellan and Jules White having a wonderful
time at the races.

Emma Elliott and Chris Scott enjoying the races.

Bella Godfrey, Grif n Doyle, Ryan Ruiwhiu, and
Keali Walker on the beers.

Jo Bennett, Bente Moller, Murray Coldwell, and
Jeff Close ready for the shearer’s reunion.

Cliodhne Moynihan, Jess Howe, and Sorchar
Cocoran having a wonderful time.

Outback Aussie Tours having a party together.

Sharon Jones, Flossy Mawsen, and Sally Mottram
enjoying the music.




2

MoropEay

R Iy Do you have an event coming ug
A ZS We want to know!

6

Send the details to editorial@leadertoday.com.au

\:\‘?; ‘\Q’Q ‘?:\ 429 and we’ll publish it in our weekly Events Calendar.
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MISBEHAVIOUR
ABC TV, 8.30pm (2020)

FORREST GUMP
Seven, Friday, 8.30pm, M (1994)
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TENET

9Go!, Sunday, 7.30pm, M (2020)
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WONDER WOMAN

¢ Nine, Saturday, 7.30pm, M (2017)
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TERMINATOR 2
7mate, Monday, 8.30pm, M (1991)
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X2: X MEN UNITED

i Seven, Saturday, 10.30pm, M (2003)
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FEAR
9Go!, Tuesday, 7.30pm, M (1996)
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GOOD WITH W OOD SPICKS AND SPECKS 911
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THE REAL DEAL

LUXE LISTINGS SYDNEY peime viden
Streaming, from Friday, e

Prime Video

BLONDE
Streaming, Net ix

HOCUS POCUS 2 = 1
Streaming, from Friday, Disney+ —'EMHEF—
%0

€ %o, ‘e ! I

QUEER FOR FEAR SHUDDEH

Streaming, from Friday,
Shudder

THE GREATEST
BEER RUN EVER
Streaming, from Friday, Apple TV+

%0

S €& &

THIS ENGLAND
Streaming, FOXTEL

Foxtel On Demand
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Evan Strom just having a rest in the sunset.

Best friends forever, Ameya Deshmukh, Ruby
Tribe, Topaz Stringfellow, Robyn Birch, Kashish

Bararia, Hayley Curran, and Mike Aleckson.

The Macintosh’s having a day out.

Kate Pacey, Liz Horton, and Rhiannon Lizzio

having a girls day out.

Jack Cooper, Sophia Gouveia, Abbey Freeman,

and Hayley Curran in the sunset .

The Everts having a beer at the Winton Outback

Festival.

Emily Gifford, Christine Williamson, Reana

Thurecht, Jennifer Kirby having a girl's day out.

Chris Kirk, Jo Curtis, and Lauren Allan cooling off

after a long week.

One last hoorah for Topaz Drinkfellow and

Kashish Bararia.

Keali Walker, Liz Carnie, Angela Arthur, Grif n
Doyle, Bella Godfrey, and Georgie Rutherford
having a spectacular time at the Longreach Race-

course.
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Need A
| adder?

The Amazing, Portable,
Easy to Use Ladder System

Margann. | “Best Ladder on the market”

‘ ‘ Simply the best ladder I've ever used, it's everything it's cracked
up to be and the little extras such as the work platforms, leg
adjusters and wall standoff make it incredible value. , ,

Ladders

Renovato:
In One

. T' =
E: & e
\ &7 3
o) b N
. ’ »
e q
®

Transforme hadd

,Certi ed Safety Rating up to 180kg
,Use it on Stairs Safely

,Create your own Scaffolding System
\Versatile, Compact and Telescopic

*1 x Wall Standoff + 2 x Work Platforms + 2 x Leg Levellers
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G ard e n i n g Neil Fisher
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Spanish Moss or Tillandsia usneoides growing under trees in Tambo.

Neoregelia on display in a flower show.

Aechmea branchetiana.

Why not try bromeliads

In recent years Bromeliads became a very
fashionable plant in some circles.

Even though some Bromeliad species have
been grown in western Queensland for many
years some gardeners still believe the Bromeli-
ads are a tropical plant so avoid planting them.

Species like Tillandsias or Air Plants and
Aechmea have long been featured in Western
Queensland gardens under the light canopy of
shade trees.

The Tillandsias or Air Plants can appear
quite alien and can vary in size and shape.

Most are saucer-sized but some can grow
up to three metres.

Normally a grey-green plant Tillandsias
may change colour when coming into flower.

Tillandsias need regular watering and good
air movement to survive.

Tillandsias are mainly tree dwellers and can
be attached to almost anything.

The Spanish Moss or Tillandsia usneoides
is one of the most recognisable of Tillandsias.

It is very easy to grow just drape it over tree
branches or hang it up and it will grow into a
large curtain.

Spanish Moss requires filtered light or a
brightly shaded position as direct sunlight will
dry out the foliage.

Make sure the plant is not positioned in an
exposed location as it will not tolerate dry air,
frost or strong winds.

The attractive grey/green foliage really
makes a feature when it is trailing down from
branches of trees in the garden.

It should be noted that the Spanish Moss
will not damage the host plant in any way as
the Spanish Moss does not set roots.

Then the Aechmea has also been grown in
western gardens for many years.

It is available in many shapes, varieties and
colours, both in leaves and flowers.

The flower rises up from the centre on a
long flower stork with colourful bracts.

After flowering, berry-like fruits form which
lasts up to several months.

The best known is the Blanchets Aechmea
or Aechmea blanchetiana.

This is a spectacular plant with pale green
to bright orange arching leaves depending on
the amount of sun it receives.

The more sun the brighter orange the leaves
but the hot afternoon sun in Summer can see
the leaves burn.

The flower spike has a terminal multi-
branched inflorescence of small flowers sur -
rounded by red and yellow bracts during
spring.

Blanchet’s Aechmea is a large plant grow-
ing to over one metre in height and two metres
across.

Have you ever thought of growing Brome -
liads?

This weekend at the Rockhampton Show

Billbergia growing in Longreach.

Grounds the Rockhampton Bromeliad Group
are conducting their annual Bromeliad and
Tillandsia Sale this Saturday from 8am-2pm
and Sunday from 9am-12pm.

For a gold coin entry, you can come and
gain advice and information about these
unique plants from the Bromeliad and Tilland -
sia sellers and guest speakers.

Bromeliads need good light to maintain
their beautiful colours.

There are several varieties that will survive
in the all-day sun but most need protection
from the midday sun.

There are thousands of different bromeliad
species and over 15000 different bromeliad hy -
brids that come in an array of shapes and sizes
and work in many light conditions, so youre
bound to find a variety that can work for you.

Underneath old trees or palms that throw
shade, there is usually a dense mat of roots
that can make it hard to establish other plants.

Bromeliads grow very well in these condi
tions as they dont feed from their roots.

Bromeliads basically feed from the water
debris that falls into their central cup.

Most Bromeliads grow well on tree trunks
and in tree branches.

Lava rock or scoria is recommended as a

potting medium.

If you plant Bromeliads directly into your
garden it is best to build up the soil with rocks,
gravel or scoria to ensure good drainage.

Bromeliads are particularly good for shade
areas that are fairly dry from root competition.

Most Bromeliads use their roots for stabil
ity and feed through trichomes on their leaves.

Their main requirement is to drain well but
they can survive being too wet.

Bromeliads will produce coloured leaves
around flowering time which attracts the in
sects or birds required for pollination.

Bromeliads will flower only once in their

lifetime and then produce offshoots, usually
from the base and finally die.

The cup of the bromeliad should be kept
full of clean water and the cup flushed out
completely once every month.

Bromeliads mainly need phosphorous and
potassium and have a low requirement for
added nitrogen as it will only make the leaves
long and green.

An orchid flowering fertiliser or a bloom
booster is the closest to the plant-required
NPK ratio.

Remember to flush out the water regularly
that sits in the central cup, otherwise, mosqui -
toes can breed in these Bromeliads.

Two other species of Bromeliads that would
be worth trying are the Neos or Neoregelia and
the Billbergia

The Neoregelia or Neos have been come
very popular with gardeners for their showy
foliage with bright colours and interesting pat -
terns, and they are among the most widely hy -
bridized types of bromeliads.

Small flowers appear inconspicuously in -
side of the leaf cup when the plants bloom.

These bromeliads are sometimes called
“painted fingernails” for the pink markings on
their leaves.

The Billbergia are usually tall and tubular
and the foliage can be mottled, cross-banded
or variegated.

The inflorescence rises from the centre and
then cascades down the plant as the flowers
open—they are short-lived but the colours are
exquisite.

Do not fertilise billbergia or they will lose
their colour until the next generation.

| think most gardeners would be surprised
by the beauty of some of these plants.
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Wool market report

By Australian Wool Innovation

Declining wool prices again featured at this
week’s Australian wool auctions.

All wool types and descriptions were affect -
ed to varying degrees, but the finest end of the
merino spectrum was again the major casualty
as the micron price gaps continue to narrow.

The slow wool demand activity and price
depreciation is relatively expected for this time
period of each wool season, with this being the
fourth consecutive year a significant price fall
has occurred from July through September.

This year though, that price degradation
situation is being exacerbated by the sluggish-
at best-global economy.

Rising inflation and the substantially in -
creased costs of finance, warehousing and

logistics have somewhat depleted confidence
and hampered the ability of buyers to hold
stocks locally for any extended time.

On the brighter side, the production of gar -
ments at factories around the world is immi -
nently set to increase to meet the upcoming
sales for the Northern Hemisphere winter, and
hopefully, a better demand situation can arise
and assist wool prices to strengthen locally.

Additionally, the year-on-year auction sale
comparisons have seen over 44,000 bales or
15.6&percnt; more wool transferred to trade
ownership since the commencement of the
new season in July 2022.

Merino wool types finer than 19 micron
were a very general 40 to 70ac cheaper this
week. The ltalian buyer representatives picked
off the better types, but appeared to be more

selective, allowing a higher than normal per -
centage of the better-specified types to flow
into the China top makers’ inventory. Merino
and crossbred wool types broader than 19mi -
cron all had losses around the 35ac mark.
Cardings held on the best of all wool sectors,
with just a small 5ac average price retraction.

The most influential of buyers dominated
purchasing this week, with China top makers
and woollen manufacturers leading the lists.

Trader exporter activity was present, but
none of these businesses were showing out-
ward signs of enthusiasm or confidence in the
market.

Around 37,000 bales are to be offered next
week on Wednesday and Thursday.

The majority of city dwellers trust the beef
and lamb industries according to the latest
Meat and Livestock Australia research.

Perceptions and trust of the red meat
industry are strong among metropolitan
Australians according to the research which
found that three in five feel good about the
beef and lamb industry.

Conducted annually since 2010 by stra-
tegic consultancy firm Pollinate on behalf of
MLA, the research measures and tracks con-
sumer sentiment in the community towards
the Australian red meat industry.

The research is used to inform MLASs
community engagement strategy addressing
community concerns and benchmark the
impact of MLA's programs on building com -
munity trust in the red meat industry.

MLA Managing Director Jason Strong
said this year's consumer insights reflected
an increasing desire to understand more
about how the industry works from metro
Australia.

“Consumers, especially within our cities,
are wanting to learn more about how beef
and lamb is produced, in particular how
farmers are looking after the environment
and their animals,” he said.

No trust issues for lifestock in the I

“This represents a significant opportu -
nity for the sector as our research indicates
that higher levels of industry knowledge are
linked to better perceptions.

A greater understanding of our indus -
try also has benefits for producers through
increased demand. Consumers with higher
levels of industry knowledge are more likely
to have increased their red meat consump -
tion overall. This is because they understand
the care and efforts undertaken by Austra -
lian cattle and sheep producers in raising
their livestock and looking after the environ -
ment,”

Of those surveyed, consumers are most
interested in learning about how producers
ensure the humane treatment of their live -
stock (46 percent), and how they look after
the environment (44 percent).

Knowledge of the industry also impacts
on trust, with 61 percent of metropolitan
Australians having a strong level of trust in
the Australian beef industry, and 60 percent
having trust in the Australian sheep industry.
The top three drivers of trust in the industry
were the perceptions that producers:
1.Are ethical and trustworthy with animals

humanely raised

2.Listen, respect and respond to community
concerns

3.Are taking actions to reduce environmen -
tal impact improving sustainability.

“Similar to how knowledge relates to con -
sumption, a higher level of trust also corre -
sponds to a higher level of consumption,”
according to Mr Strong.

“Those consumers who had a high level
of trust, were more likely to consume red
meat more frequently than those with lower
levels of trust.”

He said during the past 12 months, red
meat consumption patterns had remained
relatively stable, with 71 percent of metro
Australians eating the same amount or hav -
ing increased their consumption of red meat
over the past year.

The main reasons cited for maintaining
or increasing red meat consumption come
down to nutrition, taste and ease of cooking.
While cost was named as the main reason as
to why 29 percent of consumers reduced red
meat consumption in the past year.

For more information on the consumer
sentiment research, visit: Consumer Senti -
ment Research

IN BRIEF

Minister calls for
disaster planning

With an increased chance of La Nifia reform -
ing and bringing more heavy rain later in 2022,
Queensland primary producers are urged to
prepare now for possible flooding and other
disasters to help ensure the safety of family,
workers and animals.

Minister for Agricultural Industry Develop -
ment and Fisheries Mark Furner said rainfall
for September to November was likely to be
above median levels according to the Bureau
of Meteorology.

“Trying to think clearly and make rational
decisions in the middle of a disaster is difficult
and a pre-prepared disaster response plan will
be a big help,” Mr Furner said.

“We've seen how catastrophic monsoonal
floods, bushfires, and severe tropical cyclones
and hailstorms can heavily impact our agricul -
ture sector, so | encourage all agri-businesses
to get ready now.

“We have online natural disaster guides to
help producers get ready at business.qgld.gov.
au/disaster-hub. Tips include photographing

assets irftheir pre-disaster condition, ensuring
v f property is familiar with an
ti and ensuring livestock can

reach higher ground.”

Online pest
training packages

New online training packages will support
good jobs in agriculture by helping more peo -
ple recognise exotic pests and diseases.

Minister for Agricultural Industry Devel -
opment and Fisheries and Minister for Rural
Communities Mark Furner said Biosecurity
Queensland, Plant Health Australia, and the
NSW Government had developed two new on -
line training packages, Hitchhiker Pests, and
Nursery Pests and Diseases.

“Increasing global trade and the corre -
sponding movement of pests and diseases
means Australians need to be ready to tackle
evolving biosecurity risks,” Mr Furner said.

“Hitchhiker pests, as they are known, are
pests and weeds that can hitch a ride to Aus-
tralia in vessels, shipping containers and
break-bulk cargo,” Mr Furner said.

To register for these training packages, visit
http://phabolt.com.au/

To report a suspected pest or disease call
the Exotic Plant Pest Hotline 1800 084 881

Student ag-knowledge level highlights need for ¢

By Fiona Gowers

A new study by CQUniversity has identified a
lack of agricultural knowledge among Austra -
lian school students, highlighting a need for
more adequate agricultural education pro -
grams.

In the largest ever survey of its kind, CQU’s
Agri-tech Education and Extension research
team, led by Dr Amy Cosby, surveyed more
than 5000 primary and secondary students
across Australia about their knowledge of ag -
riculture.

The study found many students regarded
agriculture to be a low-tech industry, with four
in five primary students and three in five sec -
ondary students believing commercial milk -
ing of dairy cows occurs by hand, rather than
machine.

“Agriculture is in a period of rapid tech -
nological advancement but modern farming
practices are not being adequately portrayed
to Australian students,” Dr Cosby said.

The study showed student awareness of ag-
ricultural careers was also limited, with many
only able to recognise traditional roles such as
a ‘farmer’ and ‘beekeeper’ as jobs in agricul -
ture.

Dr Cosby said this was likely a contributing
factor to the industry’s current skilled work -
force shortage.

“If students are not being shown an accu -
rate vision of modern agriculture, they are un -
likely to recognise that agricultural jobs can be
highly skilled, well paid and possibly located
outside rural areas,” Dr Cosby said.

Importantly, the study showed one of the
biggest factors impacting students’ agricul -
tural knowledge was their level of exposure to
farms.

Students who lived on a farm - or who vis -
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CQUniversity’s Agri-tech Education and Extension research team, led by Dr Amy Cosby (pictured)

surveyed more than 5000 primary and secondary students across Australia about their knowledge

of agriculture.

ited an agricultural property at least four times
a year - scored significantly higher (as a group
by median score) than those who had never
been on-farm.

Dr Cosby said it highlighted the importance

of including regular exposure to farming ac -
tivities in agricultural programs for Australian
schools.

“Virtual experiences and online resources
are important, but nothing beats exposing stu -

dents to agricultural workplaces in real life and
to people who work in these careers,” she said.

While agricultural knowledge is developed
through both formal schooling and informal
experiences, agriculture as a subject is not
a mandatory inclusion in most Australian
schools.

The exception to this is in New South Wales,
where agriculture is part of the compulsory
curriculum in Years 7 and 8.

Most students surveyed were able to rec-
ognise that some fruits and vegetables grow
better in certain parts of the world, while more
than half of the secondary students under -
stood that hormones are not given to chickens
to make them grow (a practice that has been
banned in Australia for some 60 years).

“Today’s students are tomorrow’s consum -
ers and their future purchasing decisions will
be shaped by their understanding of things
like animal welfare, environmental sustain -
ability and healthy eating practices,” Dr Cosby
said.

Dr Cosby said the study also highighted
the need for a formal framework to assess stu-
dents’ agricultural literacy, similar to what is in
place in the United States under the National
Agricultural Literacy Outcomes (NALOSs).

“The absence of an agricultural literacy
framework in Australian schools is a signifi -
cant deficit and limits the capacity for compre -
hensive assessment of the agricultural educa-
tion that is taking place,” Dr Cosby said.

The report findings will inform the Agri-
tech Education and Extension team's evi-
dence-based programs such as EXCITED 4
Careers in Agriculture, GPS Cows and RACE
Gippsland delivered in partnership with an
extensive array of industry and education or -
ganisations.
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Salmon Frittata
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Recipe courtesy of
Beverley Milligan, Milla Milla Branch

QLD COUNTRY WOMEN'S ASSOCIATION

COUNTRY

WWWWM

health
wellbeing

Queensland

Queensland
Government

Empowering women through education and health is a priority for the Queens land Country Women'’s Association (QCWA). The QCWA Country Kitchens program, funded by the Queensland
Government through Health and Wellbeing Queensland, supports Queenslanders to adopt healthier lifestyles. To nd out more about the progra m visit https:/gcwacountrykitchens.com.aul.
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COMICS

Bottled Fruit

Insert Brain Here

Doodley Squat

WuMo

Against the Grain
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Bushy Tales

Swamp

Insanity Streak
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Ballard Street

Grin Bin
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SUDOKU

To solve a Sudoku puzzle, every number from
1 to 9 must appear in: each of the nine vertical
columns, each of the nine horizontal rows and
each of the nine 3 x 3 boxes. Remember, no
number can occur more than once in any row,
column or box.
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QUICK CROSSWORD

4
1 Famous painter (7) 5
5 Exaggeratedly enthusiastic (7) 6
9 Open area of commercial 7
dealings (11)
10  Grade of pro ciency 8
(karate) (3)
11 Act of kindness (6) 12
12 Non-professional (7) 13
14  Prepare for publication (4)
15 Separate section added 16
to a newspaper (10) 18
17  Fanciful aversion to a new
working week (coll) (10) 21
19  About (4) 23
20 Ragged and thin (7) 24

22 Hanging tuft of threads (6)
25 Finish (3) 27
26  Stood for (11)

28  Family name (7)

29  Completely (7)

1 Mountain lion (4)
2 Flower (9)
3 Deal with (3,2)

No. 100

Chance (11)

Indian state (3)

Slow escape of liquid (7)
Not af liated with a major
group (5)

Machines for converting
energy to electricity (10)
Meeting (11)

People who maintain
websites (10)

Nature spirit (9)
Republic in northwest
Africa (7)

Radiolocation (5)
Confectionery item (5)
Frivolously (4)

Cobbler (3)

3
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9-LETTER WORD

Using the nine letters in the grid, how many words of
four letters or more can you list? The centre letter must
be included and each letter may only be used once.

No colloquial or foreign
words. No capitalised nouns,
apostrophes or plural

words ending in “s”.

No. 100

5x5

No. 100

Insert the missing letters to make
10 words — ve reading across the
grid and ve reading down.

NOTE: more than one solution may
be possible

QUICK QUIZ *

George W. Bush was a part
owner of which major league
baseball team before selling his
stake in 19987

In which country would you nd
an airport with the code ABC?

What is the oldest US whiskey
distillery operating in the
same place with continuous
ownership?

The Cathedral of Vasily the
Blessed is in which European city?

Which race horse owner has
had the most wins at the
Melbourne Cup?

The record for the most Grammy
nominations without a win in one
niaht is held bv which artist?

Michael Schumacher (pictured)
held the record for the most
Formula One Grand Prix wins
until which driver broke that
record in October 20207

The Of ce Ladies is a podcast
hosted by Jenna Fischer and
which other The Of ce star?

What school do Prince George
and Princess Charlotte attend?

10 For how many seasons did

the television show Criminal
Minds run?
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First ever

hole-In-

By Michael R Williams

Golf Club Captain Adrian Lenton has scored
the Winton Golf Course’s first ever hole-in-one
after over 40 years.

“I've been playing golf there now for about
30 years now—not 100 per cent sure when dad
got me into it,” Mr Lenton said.

“It's something that's been talked about,
the old course had multiple hole-in-ones, and
yeah forty-odd years of golf at this course and
no one’s been lucky enough to jab one [a hole-
in-one).

“l just got lucky enough that it all worked at
the right time.”

Mr Lenton said the achievement came
down to luck.

“Youre always aiming to land it on the
green, but for it to actually go in the hole was a
pleasant surprise.

“I play as much as | can - definitely once a
week - more if my partner allows it.”

If youd like to chance your hand against Mr
Lenton, this weekend he will be competing in
Muttaburra.

“The Muttaburra Open is on this weekend
and | think we have eight of us going over to
that and hopefully some more,” he said.

“I've been there a few times and it's a good
place to go to.”

one

Adrian Lenton is the first ever to get a hole-in-
one at the Winton Golf Course.

By Liam Emerton

The CQ Capras’ brilliant haul of trophies at the QRL Awards night.

CQ Capras are a top te

The Central Queensland Capras had a mas-
sive night out at the Queensland Rugby
League awards ceremony, picking up a
multitude of accolades.

It was the perfect end to the 2022 sea
son for our Central Queensland club which
brought home an incredible seven awards
for their efforts this year.

The biggest and most important was the
Club Championship award which named
the Capras the club of the year.

That massive achievement was elevated
by our men's head coach Lionel Harbin and
our women's head coach Amanda Ohl who
both won their respective coach of the year
awards.

From there our players were also re-
warded for their incredible efforts with
Mariah Denman (Storch) picking up the
Steph Hancock medal for the player of the
year in the BMD Premiership alongside
being named as the competition's second-
rower of the year.

Tamika Upton and Emma Paki, who was
also named rookie of the year, joined Den -
man in that team picking up fullback and
centre of the year respectively.

And our only Hostplus Cup men’s player
to be named in the team of the year was
one of our brilliant PNG hard hitters, Nixon
Putt.

Now officially the coach of the year,

Lionel Harbin, talked about the crown -
ing achievement, putting it down to all the
hard work that the players and support staff
around the club have done this year.

“I'm really proud to be honest,” said Har -
bin.

“I'm really thankful and grateful to all the
staff. It's not one person who takes a team
to do this.

“Whether that be the coaches, the medi -
cal staff, the front office, everyone has
played their part in this. And without the
players, who were great all this year, there
would be no success on the field so I'm
grateful for their efforts this season.

“That award was for all the hard work
we've all done so it was really pleasing.”

Harbin touched on the club of the year
award, saying it was a massive accomplish-
ment for the club which had its most suc -
cessful year in a decade.

“Its a massive achievement. | think
it's the first time that award has got out of
the south east corner so for us as a club to
achieve that, again, I'm just really proud,”
he said.

“It all comes down to that effort that our
club has put in from under 16s all the way to
our men's and our women's teams.

“Its everyone's willingness to come in
and work and do it for the greater good and
have the club’s interest at heart.”
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The Longreach Cup was taken by Centaur ridden by Tim Brummel.

From page 32

The betting fluctuation saw Centaur heavily
supported into $3.70 after opening up longer
than $10 on the Friday.

The other feature event the Geoff Brier-
ley, Ryan Savage, Jenny Reid Memorial Open
Handicap over 1100 metres, saw a dominant
win by No Refund trained by David Riewold
and ridden by Robert Farr. This seven-year-old
by Denman has been in ultra-consistent form
is now recorded two wins and three placings
from its past five.

Farr was able to keep No Refund midfield
coming to the home turn behind the pace
that was set by Kronos which had led into the
straight with Zoocas challenging strongly. No
Refund was able to find a gap three off the rails,
charged through and gradually got the better
of Zoocas to run away and win by three quar -
ters of a length with Halsion House, that had
dropped off the pace coming into the home
turn, finishing on hard in the last hundred me -
tres to run third.

No Refund has been a model of consistency
and it was a deserved winner on the day.

Another consistent galloper Music Award,
trained by Boyd Foyster, provided Tim Brum -
mel with a race-to-race double after the cup
win taking out the class six plate the Outback
Insurance Brokers Class Six Plate over 1300
metres.

Music Award was able to get the lead as
they came into the straight and held off the
challenge by Barney’s Blaze which had been
backed into favouritism with Strike Point a
good third. Music Award has two wins and two
placings at it's last four starts, interestingly all
at the Longreach track and with the on-pace
run Brummel was able to shoot to the lead
and repel the challenge of Barney’s Blaze with
Strike Point showing it's close to another win
and two good runs by horses just behind the
placing in Smooth Move and Helmet Head,

Visiting trainer Frankie Stockdale from
Packenham in Victoria trained a double on the
day and went close to the treble having Bar-
ney’'s Blaze run second in the last. The stable
started their winnings proceedings with The
Cruiser in the Cutess Class Four Plate over a
thousand metres, where again heavily backed
into favouritism, The Cruiser, which had come
off a fourth at Cairns during the amateur car -
nival at its last run, dashed to the lead in the
home straight and looked all set to be a con-
vincing winner but had to withstand the late
challenge by Minindee and won by a long neck
in the end with Rogue Star three quarters of
a length away in third place. The money sug -
gested that The Cruiser was the one to beat in
the race and that followed suit with Stockdale’s
other winner Dubai Moon which was also
backed to $2.50 favouritism and after placing
second at Meeriba in Cairns at its last two, over
the 1600metres journey, this galloper came
from well back in the field to be moving right
into a winning position coming to the home
turn just behind the leading group, once they
straightened for home, even though carrying
63kgs, jockey Emma Bell was able to get Dubai
Moon to sprint quickly and race clear to win by
over four lengths from Do | Have To from Ray
Herman and Robert Farr and Viking Raid run -
ning a consistent third placing. Dubai Moon
should it stay in the area, will enjoy races of the
longer journeys and can win again.

Emma Bell also had a double on the day
starting with the Ring Rose and Button Maiden
Plate over 12000 metres when Been A Bad Girl,
trained by Wayne Baker basically led through -
out and defeated Short Takes with Our Young
Man coming into the back of the field into
third place. Been a Bad Girl had two placings
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Trainer Tim Brummel with the cup.

The Benchmark 50 Handicap won by Dubai
Moon ridden by Emma Bell.

The QTIS Class 4 Plate was won by The Cruiser
ridden by Brooke Richardson.

from its past three runs and even though it had
finished second in a two horse field at Spring -
shore a previous placing at Bluff suggested a
good run was in store with the winner and the
second-place of that race meeting going on to
win races on the weekend at Mt Isa and Twin
Hills respectively.

Roma trainer Ben Waldron completed a
double for the Roma trainers after the Wayne
Baker win with Been A Bad Girl when he pro -
duced Real Hussy ridden by apprentice Sophie
Wilcox to win the Benchmark Fifty Handicap
Division One over London Bell and Love Over
Gold. Real Hussey was allowed to settle back
in the field by Wilcox but as they approached
the home turn was rounding the field up from
a wider position. With the field straightening
challenged, claiming the lead 250 metres from
home the momentum allowed Real Hussey to

The QTIS Class 4 Plate.

The Open Quality Handicap was won by no Refund ridden by Robbie Faehr.

kick clear in the straight and defeat the Frankie
Stockdale trained London Bell with Love Over
Gold, holding on for third. Again, it was a fa -
vourite result with the win of Real Hussey be -
ing backed to $2.35 favourite and came off
good form with wins on grass tracks recently at
both Dalby and Bacaldine.

The second division of the Benchmark 50
handicap over the 1200 metres produced argu -
ably one of the more promising gallopers now
in the Central West Rapids, trained by Richard
Simpson and ridden by Robert Farr, provided
the first leg of a winning double for Farr, who
later rode No Refund to win. Rapids had come
off a win at Winton at it's only other start for
the stable last Saturday when it dominated
the race and won by six lengths. At Longreach,
Rapids got well back in the field and basically
timed the run to come home strongly in the

last 100 metres and win going away from a
long neck from Prized Artist with Amadayo,
who loves the Longreach track running anoth -
er consistent placing in third.

Trainer Richard Simpson appears to have a
very promising horse in Rapids with these two
wins coming a week apart and suggesting that
the galloper will continue to improve and go
even further in distance than the 1200metres.

It was a very successful TAB Country Race
day with visioncast on Sky Channel through -
out the day and the crowd enjoying perfect
weather, a great fashions on the field and a
fantastic day of country racing.

Racing in the Central West now heads to
Jundah this weekend for the annual Jundah
Cup, followed a week later by the postponed
Muttaburra Cup meeting that had been
washed out earlier in the year



Men’s winner Jack Steger.
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Men'’s runner up Sahlie Komndi.

Biggest prize In fashions

By Michael R Williams

This year's fashions of the field saw the most
expensive pool of prizes on record and includ -
ed guest judge Mildred Ellwood.

Organiser and judge Peta-Ann Gowing, for
whom it was her first time judging, said there
was over $2,500 worth for some prizes.

“I figured, if we limited the number of cat -
egories, and if the winners would get more, we
would hopefully encourage larger numbers,”
she said.

‘And because they were quite large, that
means only growth for next year.

“That was our goal—to get the prize pool to
become more enticing.”

Most of the prizes were sourced from lo -
cal sponsors with the exception of the Milli -
nery prize which was jewellery sourced from
Townsville.

“I've been entering fashions as long as | can
remember and things have really changed,”
Ms Gowing said.

“The quality has been amazing this year—
people are going as far as making or remaking
their own outfits.

“Even the men were pretty impressive.

“Every year it just gets better.”

Ms Gowing turned against the idea of a
theme this year, electing to allow people to ex -
press themselves instead.

“I think the best thing you can do is let peo -
ple come as they are,” she said.

“This year, the committee were thinking of
doing a theme and | was dead against it.

“Because of the prize money, | was hoping
for more, but | feel like this year, it's a new be -
ginning for what is to come.

“That was why | jumped on board.”

Ms Gowing said she has not yet been asked
to take on fashions on the field next year, but if
she is, she said she has big plans.

Under 12s boys winner Henry Capel.

Under 18 boys winner, Sean Harris.

Ivy Harris with the cool shades.

Under 18 girls winner, Jozette Jones. Under 12 girls winner, Ella Goodman.

Frankie Stockdale competing in fashions of the field.
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Robbie Faehr with No Refund after the race.
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Family history in Cup win

By Rob Luck

A crowd of over a thousand people flocked to
the Longreach racetrack on Saturday to wit -
ness the running of the Sprout Ag Longreach
Cup, Country Cups open handicap qualifier
over 1600metres.

The race was won by the heavily supported
Centaur, trained by Christie Clarke Peoples
and ridden by Tim Brummel in an all-the-way
win locally trained No Inuendo and Gypsy
Biker.

Trainer Christie Clarke-Peoples is the
daughter of former Longreach trainer and
resident Allan Clarke and her mum Jeanette
Clarke who are now residing in Rockhampton.
Allan Clarke trained many winners and many
cup winners in the Central West in his time
as a trainer so it was an emotional win for the
Christie Clarke-Peoples stable as her two sons
were on-hand to look after the horse and wit -
ness the all-the-way win.

It was a dominant front-running ride by

Tim Brummel who had Centaur jump from the
outside barrier, cross the field and run along
at a steady pace early on with No Inuendo and
favourite Sicaro camped right on the heels.
As the field came past the 600 metres Brum-
mel quickened the tempo on Centaur and had
many other runners off the bit coming into
the home turn. Straightening up, Brummel
released the brakes and Centaur rushed to a
two-length lead with No Inuendo chasing hard
but was unable to make ground and Centaur

was able to run away and win by four lengths
in a very quick 1.34.73. No Inuendo battled on
very well into second place with Gypsy Biker,
after being in fourth place throughout holding
on for third from Birdsville Cup winner Sicaro
in fourth place.

The win ensures Centaur a place in the
Country Cups final to be run at Doomben on 3
December, a race now worth $200,000 in total
prizemoney.

Continued page 30
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