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Powering or

The Palaszczuk government's plan for cleaner,
reliable, and affordable energy will drive even
more jobs and energy security as western
Queensland’s renewable energy generation
and clean minerals production ramps up ac -
cording to the premier.

Premier Annastacia Palaszczuk announced
a “bold clean energy future for Queensland
which will deliver good, secure jobs in new
industries across Western Queensland and set
ambitious renewable energy targets”.

“Western Queensland workers will be the
ones to help drive our state’s clean energy fu-
ture,” the Premier said.
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Lost In the
line of duty

They came to remember as they do every year,
this time police and members of the commu -
nity gathered at the Longreach Police Station
to mark Police Remembrance Day.

Inspector Julia Cook of the Longreach Pa-
trol Group said the day - marked nationally on
29 September each year was an important part
of the police calendar.

“Police Remembrance day is always impor -
tant because it's a time for us to stop, pause
and reflect on the sacrifice that so many have
made around the country in service of their
communities,” Inspt Cook said.

“People have made the ultimate sacrifice
and it's important that we remember them.”
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Chandler by the Rec Park’s new boat.
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Morgon Gronold, Aj Chandler Julann Chandler, Willy Chandler, Marcelle Chandler, DaV|d Counsell and Bill

Ty boat for

New

Rec Par

By Michael R Williams

The Barcaldine Rec Park has
aquired a new rowing boat

named after Aramac-born

rowing legend, Jeremy King—
J.C King for the boat’s name-
sake.

Bill Chandler friend of Jer -
emy King, said the rower had
lived at Jabiru north of Aramac
his whole school life.

“Then he left here to go
to the coast and joined the
rowing clubs there where he
would coach for 25-30 years,”
he said.

“He was a bit of a legend for
rowing in Brisbane.

‘And because his team won
three years in a row, and he was
the stroke of the crew, he had
his name put on the boat.

“The rowing club at South -
port bought the boat and as it

- is ageing they decided to do-
| nateitto the Barcaldine rowing

R Club.
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“Pretty fitting to send it
back out west where it came
from.”

Battling the banks

With large numbers of major bank branches
closing in regional Queensland in the last de -
cade, Blackall-Tambo Shire Mayor Andrew
Martin feels residents are treated like Third-
World citizens and continues to fight for them.

The Finance Sector Union believes bank -
ing is an essential service for regional Australia
and the Regional Banking Taskforce set up last
year had been a total failure.

Suncorp advised it was closing its branch
in February this year in Longreach but was
retaining the agri-business division and the
ATM.

The Commonwealth Bank of Australia
branch in Blackall on Shamrock Street closed
its doors in June 2018.

Mayor of Blackall-Tambo Regional Coun -
cil, Andrew Martin spoke with the Longreach

Leader this week and said although change is
inevitable, he finds it abhorrent the way older
residents have been treated in relation to this
essential service.

“Change is the only thing that is constant in
this world, but my concern is not the fact that
we are embracing digital technology and inter -
net banking,” Cr Martin said.

“What | do have an issue with is the seem-

BUSINESS FOR SALE

Horsepower Longreach

For genuine sale after 12 years of current ownership.

servicing all popular makes & models.

, Franchise & sales agreements representing
Stihl & Toro amongst others.

, Experienced staff & procedures in place.

room for expansion.
, Owners are motivated to sell!

, A pro table standalone motorcycle & power equipment dealership, retailing &

, Servicing a wide area of Central & Western QIld with a very strong client base &

national brands including Honda, Suzuki,

E

Contact Tim Salter 0429 649 693

Iders Longreach today

12566968-MS38-22

ingly arrogant way our older people have been
treated when the banks have pulled out.

“They just leave these poor people with a
bank book and no prior warning or training or
assistance with how to work technology.

“I think the attitude from the major banks is
arrogant and ignorant and | find it abhorrent -
we are not numbers out here.”
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Tlhe editor's desk

With the marking of graves from Ww1
in Longreach this week, | wanted to talk
this week about a phrase that I've been
holding dear to myself these past few
weeks.

Memento mori.

Remember death.

It's a bit morbid, but | came across it
after reading extensively about the phi -
losophy of Marcus Aurelius.

| think there is value in remembering
those that have served and died in war,
it's a reminder that our time is short.

It is a reminder that you take none of
this with you.

In the case of some of these soldiers,
your deeds may not even be remem-
bered.

But there is freedom in Memento
mori as well, it can free us from anxiety.

In the grand scheme of
things none of this matters.

Hope | wasn't too mor -
bid this week...

- Michael R Williams
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Blackall native plant lovers are inspired to call the stretch of road between Jericho and Blackall - Wildflower Way.

Picture: KAREN SIMMONS

Wild splash of colour

By Karen Simmons

Anyone driving along the Blackall-Jericho
Road in recent months would have been met
with a beautiful display of nature.

Unseasonal rain has caused wildflowers to
blossom early in their Springtime glory.

Travellers have been spotted taking photo -
graphs on the roadside, which is now all bitu -
men sealed.

Fields of bluebells and lambs’ tails are on
display, along with pink bush heather, orange-
flowering grevillea, yellow banana wattle and
bootlace oak flowers.

According to Blackall's dried-floral art cre -
ator, Wendy Just, there is growing interest from
a small group of locals to propose the stretch of
road be officially known as “Wildflower Way.”

Wendy mentioned in the Barcoo Indepen -
dent that the Wildflower Way concept was
raised casually by gardening guru, Neil Fisher
on a recent visit to Blackall.

The huge variety of vegetation springing
from diverse soils in the area makes the con-
cept very plausible and would be a huge draw
card for visitors and native plant lovers during
the flowering season.

Wendy Just grew up on a sheep and cattle
property in the region and has a deep under -
standing and appreciation of the lifestyle and
challenges of rural life.

She enjoys floral arranging with fresh and
dried flowers for weddings, art shows and fu -
nerals.

Some of her work is on display at the Bush-
man's Artisan Gallery and she also conducts
floral-art tutoring workshops.

Wendy encourages travellers and locals to
take the time to explore the native flora grow -
ing around the area and appreciate its unique
attributes.

Plants like the native spotted fuchsia bush -
es, Wendy says are inconspicuous until they
begin to flower.

Local Blackall flowers lovingly put on display.
Picture: BLACKALL CULTURAL ASSOCIATION
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Cowboys supporters at heart, Chris
Wilson and Rick Janssen both went for
the Eels.
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Heading back to
the Paddock

By Crispian Yeomans, freelance journalist nutritionist Desiree Jackson and the not-for-

A property 70 kilometres north of Longreach
will host the Central West's fourth Paddock Day
next week in a bid to rebuild resilience in the re -
gion's more isolated farming communities.

PRW Agribusiness director Peter Whip said
the idea for the Paddock Day emerged after
seeing how the nearly decade-long drought
had left many farmers battered and exhausted.

“What we're hearing and what we're seeing
is a lot of those resilience, community network
stuff, has taken a real pounding over the last
eight or ten years,” he said.

“What we're trying to do is support the
community to... re-establish that connection
and relationships that the bush is sort of fa -
mous for.”

Each Paddock Day draws together farmers
from across the Central West to hear from in -
dustry speakers on building robust pastures,
agribusiness and communities. Previous Pad -
dock Days have been held in shearing sheds
and pastures on properties near Winton and
Yaraka, and between Aramac and Barcaldine.

“The idea is really to support those people
in those areas, to say ‘hey, if you guys are keen
to be part of this resilience building journey,
we're here to resource you, here to support
you’,” Mr Whip said.

Guest speakers include Mr Whip, animal

profit organisation Outback Futures.

Will Ogg is from Ayrshire Downs and said
he found the Paddock Day talks to be highly
practical.

But Mr Ogg said his most valuable take-
away was the opportunity to catch up with his
neighbours — especially those he hadn't spo -
ken to in a while.

“We were kinda saying on the day here...
when times are tough and there’s a bushfire or
an emergency, we all help each other,” he said.

“But when times are good and everything's
just poking along, we don't really connect very
much, we're not very good with checking in
with each other.”

Paddock Days are an initiative of the new
Outback Connect Program launched by Long -
reach Baptist Church earlier this year. Steve Bal-
lin, one of those heading up the program, said
Outback Connect existed to rebuild community
networks that had been lost over the decades.

“[The program is about farmers]... doing
what they already do with a more community-
oriented mindset,” Mr Ballin said.

“If 'm mustering and doing some cattle
work, | could invite my neighbours to help me
with mine and then I'll go and help them with
theirs.”

“That way we all benefit because we get ex-
tra hands, we can get it done quicker, but we

also get to spend time together.”

Mr Ballin said Outback Connect was com -
mitted to partnering with farming communi -
ties over the next three years.

“We're not trying to tell [those communi -
ties] what to do,” he said.

“[Were about] asking good questions so
people can reflect on their own situation, and
then... help them hold [themselves] account -
able so they can do the things they want to do.”

Sam Brownlie attended Arno Paddock Day
in August, and said she was optimistic that her
communities would take the ideas on board.

“It was really fascinating, to be able to sit
down and listen to some fellas who have been
in the area for a long time and [hear about] the
changing community,” Ms Brownlie said.

“How the community really banded to -
gether and had tennis days and barbeques and
that sort of stuff just to really build that morale
within the community. [That's] what Outback
Connect is trying to help communities do, to
re-establish those relational connections that
are perhaps getting lost in the busyness of life.”

“And through that comes resilience, doesnt
it.”

The next Paddock Day will be held at Here -
ward Station on the 10 of October. For more
details or to RSVP please contact Kathy -
Phone: 0414 856 417 Email: Kathy@longreach
baptist.com

The Palaszczuk Governments plan for
cleaner, reliable, and affordable energy will
drive even more jobs and energy security
as western Queensland’s renewable energy
generation and clean minerals production
ramps up according to the premier.

Premier Annastacia Palaszczuk an-
nounced a “bold clean energy future for
Queensland which will deliver good, se -
cure jobs in new industries across Western
Queensland and set ambitious renewable
energy targets”.

“Western Queensland workers will be the
ones to help drive our state’s clean energy fu-
ture,” the Premier said.

“Works are already underway to build
the Mica Creek Solar Farm near Mount Isa,
which is supporting 176 construction jobs.

“This is on top of existing solar farms in
Hughenden, Longreach, and Barcaldine,
and the Kennedy Energy Park which is home
to a 43-megawatt wind farm.

“The Mica Creek Solar Farm will help
power the Mount Isa Mines, which shows
how the Queensland Energy and Jobs Plan
will also support jobs in other industries like
critical minerals.

“We know critical minerals will play a key
role in our clean energy future, and this plan
will help us unlock the North West Minerals
province, driving investment, and jobs for
western Queensland.”

Minister for Energy, Renewables and Hy -
drogen Mick de Brenni said the clean en -
ergy transformation in Western Queensland
would create more than $1.1 billion worth of
investment in clean energy infrastructure for
the region by 2040.

“Since 2015, renewable energy projects in
Western Queensland have supported more
than 300 construction jobs, and with more in
the pipeline, our plan is a job creating boost
for the region,” Minister de Brenni.

“That huge opportunity for western
Queensland extends to jobs in critical min -
eral mining and production, and manufac -
turing, plus indirect jobs in the services in -
dustry that supports the energy sector.

“Key sectors like manufacturing, hydro -
gen and critical minerals will be growing at a
faster rate, with Queensland a globally com -
petitive investment destination.”

Transport and Main Roads Minister Mark
Bailey said the Queensland Energy and Jobs

Clean energy future for Western d

Plan also supports the transport sector's
transition to a low emissions future.

“People in Western Queensland can al-
ready see the Palasczcuk Government's
transformation of the transport sector un -
derway right now with the expansion of
Queensland’s Electric Super Highway to the
region,” Minister Bailey said.

“Just this week | opened the brand new
charging station for electric vehicles in Long -
reach, which locals were wrapped to see.

“Our expansion of QESH into Western
Queensland will see 24 charging stations
added to the network in locations like Mount
Isa, Cloncurry, Julia Creek, Hughenden, and
Blackall just to name a few.

“This will allow people to venture right
across Queensland in electric vehicles, and
with our QESH network fully powered by re -
newable energy, this means they are driving
across our state without creating any emis -
sions.

“Expanding our QESH network is sup -
porting tourism in Western Queensland, as
well as jobs in the energy sector.”
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Queenslanders urged to take a
stand

Queenslanders are urged to take a stand to
show they wont tolerate sexual violence dur -
ing Sexual Violence Awareness Month in Oc-
tober.

Minister for Women and Prevention of Do -
mestic and Family Violence Shannon Fenti -
man said sexual violence was unacceptable
and needed to be eradicated from the com -
munity.

“Sexual violence can happen to anyone
and it’s a violation of a person’s human rights,”
Minister Fentiman said.

“Sexual Violence Awareness Month is a time
for all Queenslanders to take a stand to say we
wont tolerate this violence in our communi -
ties any longer.”

A range of events are being held during the
month so people can play their part.

Event details are available at www.gld.gov.
au/svamonth

Workforce trial underway

Industry and community peak bodies can now
apply for Palaszczuk Government funding to
trial workforce solutions with partner bodies.

Minister for Employment and Small Busi -
ness Di Farmer said the $20 million Workforce
Connect Fund opened for round one applica -
tions this week.

The fund is a key component of the new
Good people. Good jobs: Queensland Work-
force Strategy 2022-2032, designed to build a
strong and diverse workforce and is part of the
$70 million of initiatives in the strategy’s first
Action Plan (2022 — 2025).

The first round of Workforce Connect Fund
grants opens to industry and community peak
bodies in Queensland this week and will remain
open until 25 November 2022. To find out more
about the fund visit: https://desbt.qld.gov.au/
employment/workforce-connect-fund

Mobile infrastructure inquiry

Mobile infrastructure services will be the fo -
U a new parliamentary inquiry. The House
unications and the Arts Committee will
evidence on co-investment in regional
mobile carrier infrastructure.

Committee Chair, Mr Brian Mitchell MP,
said ‘co-investment is a tool which would al -
low multiple telecommunications providers to
invest in and share ‘multi-carrier’ mobile tow -
ers and related infrastructure.’

Mr Mitchell added, ‘mobile phone acces -
sibility is an important component for all
Australians and communities, particularly in
regional areas. This inquiry will investigate
opportunities and challenges for mobile infra -
structure across the nation.’

New network for older people

A new network has been launched calling on
the Australian Government to support a UN
Convention on the Human Rights of Older Per -
sons, ROPA (Rights of Older Persons Australia)
has launched its campaign for stronger human
rights protections for older people in Australia
and globally. Existing treaties offer inadequate
protection of our rights as we age. The protec -
tions that do exist in Australia and internation -
ally are scattered and often ineffective.

“There should be no use-by date on human
rights, but ageism directed against older peo -
ple weakens their access to rights and protec-
tions” Beverley Baker, from the National Older
Women's Network and a member of ROPA said.
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Remembering those lost

Police and the general public stopped and
remembered the officers that never made it
home from their shifts, including one of their
own, as part of Police Remembrance Day
events yesterday.

Longreach Sergeant of Police Michael Hob -
den said it was an important day for officers
and the community and was marked with
a service at the station at 9am to remember
those lost while on duty including a former
Longreach officer killed on duty in Rockhamp -
ton in 1984.

“It's an important time of year for us as po -
lice it's the one day of the year when we get
together and remember the fallen officers who
have made the ultimate sacrifice for us,” Sgt
Hobden said earlier this week.

“The event has been organized through
the Patrol Group Office here at Longreach. So
they've organized some catering | believe for
after it, some readings — a bit of a ceremony.
Its more of a reflection time for us just to re -
member that some of us dont get to go home
at the end of a shift and do make the ultimate
sacrifice for the community.

“For community members | think it just
shows their support for us, that their willing to
take time out of their day, half an hour to an
hour of their time, to sit there and be with us.

“We are a reflection of the community so
without their support it makes our job very dif -
ficult and sometimes near on impossible be -
cause obviously in Longreach there are three
thousand of them and there are only 25-30
coppers in town so they're our ears and eyes.

“Without their support we cant do our jobs.
So to have the public take time out of their own
day to come along and pay their respect.

“It is very similar to Anzac and Remem -
brance day- people just taking that moment in
time out of their own busy lives to come and
show support for us and the respect for the
officers that have made the ultimate sacrifice
and are no longer with us protecting the com -
munity — that's why we all do it.”

Sgt Hobden said the day takes on special

&

Sergeant Michael Hogben invites you to remember those who have given their lives in the line of duty.

meaning for the Longreach officer due to the
loss of one of their own.

“The interesting part is that in 1984 there
was an officer shot going to a domestic distur -
bance in Rockhampton - only a month or so
prior to that he was actually working here in
Longreach,” he said.

“It's a reminder of the perils and dangers of
the domestic violence incidents that we attend
regularly as police. Unfortunately, that's only
on the increase as reported within the media
those things are getting worse and somewhat
more frequent depending on what part of the
state you are from.

“The officer was sworn in in 1980 when he
was 20 and then he was fatally shot on the 29th
of February 1984 — only four years in the job.
He was here weeks earlier and got transferred
to Rocky, went to a job with his partner, went
up knocked on the front door and the offender
has shot him through door in the chest.”

They came to remember as they do every
year, this time police and members of the

community gathered at the Longreach Police

Station to mark Police Remembrance Day.

Inspector Julia Cook of the Longreach Pa-
trol Group said the day — marked nationally
on 29 September each year was an impor-
tant part of the police calendar.

“Police Remembrance day is always im-
portant because it's a time for us to stop,
pause and reflect on the sacrifice that so
many have made around the country in ser -
vice of their communities,” Inspt Cook said.

“People have made the ultimate sacrifice
and it's important that we remember them.”

Longreach Police have held the ceremo-
ny at several different locations around the
region in recent years but chose to return to

the Police Station for this year’s service.

“We have done it in a few places over the
years, the Hall of Fame was somewhere we
used to go a lot for our ceremony, last year
we did it at the church, we also had a can-
dlelight vigil last year at the ceremony,” she
said.

“This year we decided we would do it at
the police station because the area where
the flags are has recently been recently
cleared with a number of trees cut down and
we just thought it would be nice to actually
have it at the station in front of our flags.”

She said putting on a service, the march
and refreshments was a big job and a true
team effort.

“Today | have to acknowledge our admin
staff Judy Niendorf , Richelle Bishell, Emma

Police mark day for those who pay the cost of

Elliot and Jody Cronin who came together
and organized the event,” Inspt Cook said.

“It takes a lot of organizing, the booklet,
we have to look at what the rest of the state is
doing for Remembrance Day and get it all to -
gether — obviously the chairs and everything
else. We need a permit to march — it all takes
time but they did a great job.”

The event always starts with a march to
honour the fallen.

“We then come in and start off with ac -
knowledging those who are present then
we have our prayer and the national an -
them, we also do an act of remembrance to
remember those who have been lost in the
past year from around the country, not just
Queensland,” the Inspector explained.

“We do a roll of honour for those police as

well, then we lay floral tributes and recite the
police oath as well as an affirmation of what
police do, to remember their sacrifices.

“The services is all about reflecting and
acknowledging the commitment it takes not
just for police but for their families to sup -
port them in serving their community.”

Planning has not started for next year
but Inspt Cook said it would in due course,
thought the service always follows a similar
format.

“We just have a look at it each year and see
what would be the best place and the best
way to do it but it is always on 29 September
every year,” she said.

“It doesnt matter where we do it or how
we do it, it's about acknowledging and re -
membering.”
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IN BRIEF

Dinosaur project

Longreach Regional Council CEO Dirk Dowl -
ing has confirmed works will continue on the
Dinosaur Project for the Outer Barcoo Inter -
pretation Centre in Isisford.

A Dinosaur replica is to be placed outside
the centre, however, it is currently waiting on
approval from associated Professor Salisbury.

The estimated launch is currently April
2023.

Map updates

The Longreach Council has indicated they
will be looking to update mud-map signage in
around Isisford.

A gift to history
Councn have donated $5,000 to the Longreach
ival and Historical Research Group Inc for

91
! '@ue installation of a Poppy Trail.

Bakery changes hands

RM Rowlands have purchased the Aramac
Bakery from the Barcaldine Regional Council
for the sum of $80,000.

Festive feast

The Barcaldine Regional Council have donat -
ed $1,500 to the 60s and Better group for their
Christmas Lunch.

Fair serve

The Winton Shire Council have waived the
$250 rental fee for the Winton Tennis Club for
the using of the tennis courts.

The gift that gives

The Council have also endorsed a donation of
$5,000 to the A.B. Paterson College Foundation
for their Foundation Giving Day.
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Mayor takes banks to task

By Karen Simmons

With large numbers of major bank branches
closing in regional Queensland in the last de -
cade, Blackall-Tambo Shire Mayor Andrew
Martin feels residents are treated like Third-
World citizens and continues to fight for them.

The Finance Sector Union believes bank -
ing is an essential service for regional Australia
and the Regional Banking Taskforce set up last
year had been a total failure.

Suncorp advised it was closing its branch
in February this year in Longreach but was
retaining the agri-business division and the
ATM.

The Commonwealth Bank of Australia
branch in Blackall on Shamrock Street closed
its doors in June 2018.

Mayor of Blackall-Tambo Regional Coun -
cil, Andrew Martin spoke with the Leader this
week and said although change is inevitable,
he finds it abhorrent the way older residents
have been treated in relation to this essential
service.

“Change is the only thing that is constant in
this world, but my concern is not the fact that
we are embracing digital technology and inter -
net banking,” Cr Martin said.

“What | do have an issue with is the seem-
ingly arrogant way our older people have been
treated when the banks have pulled out.

“They just leave these poor people with a
bank book and no prior warning or training or
assistance with how to work technology.

“I think the attitude from the major banks is
arrogant and ignorant and | find it abhorrent -
we are not numbers out here.”

In July 2021 Commonwealth Bank of Aus-
tralia (CBA) branches in 90 regional locations
reduced their hours to between 9.30am to 1pm
on weekdays.

The Bank of Queensland still holds a strong
presence in parts of Western Queensland in -
cluding Blackall, Tambo, Alpha, Barcaldine
and Aramac.

Cr Martin said the Blackall-Tambo council
have had to step in to help residents in recent

BOQ branches that have remained in small Western Queensland communities give residents a

glimmer of hope that they aren't forgotten.

years after the last major bank branch closure.

“Guess whose got to pick up the pieces? It's
the council who has to help them do banking
and pay their rates,” Cr Martin said.

“They can do it themselves given the right
help and assistance.

“But the way the last bank pulled out of
town - they simply didnt help us - there is not
the compassion there for remote areas.

“Cash out here is king.”

Picture: SUPPLIED

The impassioned Mayor and fourth-gen -
eration wool grower recalls how he’s had head
office bank managers hang up on him as he
has fought for the residents of his shire over
the years.

“We are treated like third-world citizens out
here.

“You treat my ratepayers poorly and you'll
hear from me.”

According to independent research by
banking writer Dale Webster, 64 per cent of

bank branches in regional Australia have
closed since 1975.

Another 84 regional towns are on the verge
of complete loss of banking services with only
one major bank branch remaining.

As financial services push people towards
online banking in remote townships, Cr Mar -
tin also sees internet connectivity and mobile
coverage as lacking.

“There are multi-million dollar properties
out here whose owners have to get up at 2am
just to get good internet connectivity to do
their banking,” He added.

Also Chairman of Outback Queensland
Tourism, Cr Martin said his team are doing a
lot of marketing around regional mobile cov -
erage.

“We need to tell people what the alterna -
tives are for better coverage as residents out
here need quality phones and deals.

“You cant just head into Aldi and buy a
cheap mobile deal and expect it to work well
out here.”

“You just won't get the coverage and it could
cost you your life.”

CBA recently renewed its 110-year partner-
ship with Australia Post until 2032, where both
personal and business customers can make
withdrawals, deposits and bill payments.

Finance Sector Union national secretary Ju -
lia Angrisano said the union is calling on the
Federal Government to inquire into the provi -
sion of local banking services, particularly in
regional areas and supported calls for a mora -
torium on regional bank closures.

“Bank branch closures have a devastating
impact on small towns and regional centres.
Older people who are not computer literate
feel the impact most as they are forced to trav -
el longer distances to do their banking over the
counter,” Ms Angrisano said.

“Closure of branches can impact farmers
and local businesses, which are used to apply-
ing for loans and overdrafts at local branches.

“Dont believe the banks when they claim
customers prefer banking online.”

National Rural Health Alliance Australia’s
peak body for rural, regional and remote
health, the National Rural Health Alliance
(NRHA), has appointed rural advocate Su-
sanne (Susi) Tegen as its new Chief Executive
Officer.

NRHA Chair Nicole O'Reilly congratulated
Ms Tegen and welcomed her to the role.

“The NRHA Board is excited by the expe-
rience and passion that Susi Tegen brings to
our organisation,” Ms O'Reilly said.

“Her career and personal experience in
rural Australia will add value to the NRHAS
mission to advocate for better and more ac -
cessible health services across rural, regional
and remote Australia.”

Ms Tegen's appointment comes when the
NRHA has increased its membership to 46
organisations representing health profes -
sionals, service providers, consumers, medi -
cal and health educators and researchers
working in and for rural, regional and remote
Australia.

Susi Tegen succeeds Dr Gabrielle O’Kane
and will take up her new position from 27
September 2022 on a part time basis and
from 23 October 2022 full time in Canberra.

Susi Tegen has lived and worked in rural
and remote Australia for most of her working
life living in rural South Australia, Northern
Territory, New South Wales, Australian Capi -
tal Territory and Victoria.

Her interests have led to stakeholder led

medical workforce strategies, farm safety,
mental health services, remote monitoring

and telehealth initiatives, policies and fund -
ing change to support medical and health

service access for rural and remote commu -
nities.

She recognises the value of rural medical
and allied health training, community own -
ership and advocacy, health literacy, as well
as government and private approaches to
serving communities sustainably.

Ms Tegen has served in Chief Executive
roles for several medical and health bodies,
including MedTech and other peak organisa -
tions together with leading RANZCO, special -
ist training programs for medical profession -
als, policy and research. Ms Tegen has been

Rural advocate takes new role with health peék

on several government and health portfolio
advisory committees, Medicare review pan -
els, providing insights from a service delivery,
strategic policy and consumer access lens to
further the cause of rural and remote health.

The National Rural Health Alliance (the
Alliance) comprises 46 national organisa -
tions committed to improving the health and
wellbeing of the seven million people in rural
and remote Australia.

Their diverse membership includes rep -
resentation from the Aboriginal and Torres
Strait Islander health sector, health profes -
sional organisations, health service provid -
ers, health educators and students. More at
ruralhealth.org.au/about

12561348-DL32-3
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Longreach Private Dental

Providing quality care in all aspects of general

dentistry since 2005.
We are members of the Child Dental Bene ts Schedule.

CDBS is a Government initiative covering dental treatment for
the eligible children aged 2-17.

This is to the value of $1000 over a period of two years used for
most dental services.

Please give us a call to check your child’s eligibility.

Longreach Private Dental
Dr. Mark Zavialov
Dr. Geordie Meekin
Ph: 4658 1283
130 Eagle Street, Longreach

12549017-AV20-22
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Winton birds in art dlsplay

By Jeff Close; Winton Correspondent

Winton artist Delma Russell only started
painting in 2018.

It was a Sash Whitehead workshop that Ms
Russell attended that started it all.

And now a collection of bird paintings is
hanging at the entrance to the Outback Region -
al Art Gallery at the Waltzing Matilda Centre.

“l didnt really do much art as a kid,” Ms
Russell said.

| was born and raised in Blackall but | am
a late starter.

My first painting was an abstract - a flower.”

Delma’s paintings have been entered in the
local Show and as part of a competition at the
library.

“l also work in pottery, macrame and cro -
chet and enjoy wood burning,” she said.

“Two local historical buildings | have paint -
ed — Corfield and Fitzmaurice and Willi Marr's
shop — have both sold to private collections.”

Life in the Central West has brought Delma

close to the birdlife.

“My father used to say the Apostle Birds —
he called them Lousy Jacks — used to warn any
stirry cattle we were trying to muster,” Ms Rus -
sell said.

“We had a Peewee that would tap tap tap on
the window.

“And a topknot pigeon would stand with all
the different wing positions — trying to cool off
in hot weather.”

These birds and more
captured on canvas.

Winton's Regional Art Gallery also has a
very moving collection of photographs — a
blend of a modern photo of earlier battlefields
and WW1 photos in one print.

Recovering the Past by lan Alderman is his
personal tribute to not only those depicted in
the photographs, but to all the men and wom -
en who lived, fought, suffered and died in cir -
cumstances and conditions we simply cannot
imagine.

The displays are open until the 20 October.

have been
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Delma Russell by bird paintings.

Q&A

How did you end up in Longreach?

I'm from Toowoomba and my parents are from
rural towns on the Darling Downs and in the
South West, so I've always had an affinity with
country Queensland.

| practised physiotherapy in and around
Toowoomba in the early part of my career
and later spent over a decade working in the
Queensland Health Corporate Office in Bris -
bane.

While that was a great learning experience,
| felt drawn to be nearer to the delivery of
healthcare so looked for roles in regional and
rural Queensland.

In 2018, | was awarded the position of Gen-

eral Manager Primary Health Services with
Central West Hospital and Health Service,
based at Longreach.
What is the best advice you've ever received?
My mother talks a lot about Mary MacKillop
who was a pioneering nun in outback Penola,
South Australia in the 19th century.

She had a saying, ‘we cant do everything,
we can't do nothing, but we can do something’.

When things are tough, that advice helps
me remember that even if | cant fix something
entirely, rather than giving up, | can at least
chip away and make things better for some -
one, somewhere.

What is something you do in your spare time?
I'm a bit of a bookworm and particularly enjoy

L
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with Anthony West General Manager, Primary Health Services
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However, I've been lucky enough to fly from  both important and satisfying to learn about co-founded the OIld Thomson River Road

reading biographies and historical fiction.
and understand the health needs of the com -

Like everyone, | try to keep a healthy bal-
ance by going for a run or walking my dog.

I've got a boxer with a lot of energy and he is
a great excuse to get out of the house.

What is your favourite place in the Central
West?

That's a tough question and potentially divisive!

Longreach to Birdsville and have seen the Dia-
mantina in flood from the air—that was spec -
tacular and something I'll never forget.

What would you consider your greatest
achievement?

It's been great to meet so many Central West
Queenslanders over four years and for me,

munities we are privileged to serve.

As part of my job, I'm genuinely interested in
helping to improve the health and well-being of

communities, in whatever form that takes.

Along with my friend and colleague

Justin Griffiths (also a physiotherapist),

parkrun which happens every Saturday
morning in Longreach.

For me, it's very rewarding to see local peo-
ple and families starting their weekend with
some exercise and a chat with their friends.

If you've never been, come along and check
it out!

Secure your space in your local
newspaper by calling 07 4863 5050 or

email advertising@leadertoday.com.au

*print & online audience combined
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Fill of local forums

It's been ‘forums galore’ in our region this fort -
night!

Thank you to everyone who came to our
Community Forum in Longreach this week.

It was the first of our forums for our new
CEO, Dirk Dowling, and he enjoyed meeting
many of you for the first time.

The discussion is always important and we
enjoy being able to share our updates with you
and answer your questions.

Unfortunately, we had to postpone our fo -
rum in llifracombe at short notice this week,
and we look forward to setting a new date in
consultation with the community.

We'll still be heading to Yaraka and Isisford
next Thursday—but if you cant make it, dont
forget you can contact your Councillors direct -
ly at any time.

It was good to welcome Minister for Seniors
and Disability Services, Craig Crawford, back
to our community last week.

Thank you to everyone who came to his
public forum last Wednesday to share their
views and experiences.

There are over 50 people on NDIS plans in
our LGA, and those plans are worth about $6m
per year.

| got to spend a lot of time with Min Craw -
ford and his staff, meeting with local NDIS us -
ers, and with service providers to discuss NDIS
market failure in Longreach.

Having attended all of these meetings let
me assure you it is complex, tangled, and not
surprisingly dollar driven.

| also hosted the Minister and Deputy-Di -
rectors-General on a tour looking at former
and current facilities in our region, along with
potential sites for a new facility.

The Minister will table some of our sugges -
tions with the Premier and the Treasurer.

Queensland country centres top list

Rockhampton and Toowoomba have topped a
list of five regions that are set to benefit from the
renewable energy boom according to property
data experts.

In its latest white paper, data-driven buyer's
agency InvestorKit analysed major renew -
able energy projects in various regions across
Australia, along with regional economic and
property market performance to determine five
markets that will benefit from the country’s re -
newable energy boom. The top regions include
Rockhampton, Toowoomba, Tamworth-Armi -
dale, Dubbo, and Latrobe Valley.

Head of Research and founder of InvestorKit
Arjun Paliwal said Australia's renewable indus -
try is growing faster than ever and the infra -
structure pipeline showing clear signs of a re -
newable energy boom, regional economies and
property markets will see flow-on effects during
the construction phase and also in the long run.

“All three levels of Government have com -
mitted to short- and long-term carbon emis -
sions reduction targets which will see greater
investment into renewable energy. As more
projects and zones are created in regional
Australia, communities will see the benefits

FROM
MY DESK

TONY RAYNER
LONGREACH MAYOR

i

Funding has been committed for a detailed
report on the failure of the disability services
market in our region.

It is clear that Minister Crawford and Min -
ister Shorten both want Longreach to be the
national example of how these issues can be
overcome.

The minister told me there is a Longreach
in every state and they want us to be the stan-
dard for how it can work.

We had two more Ministers visit last week
for the Queensland Government's Regional
Community Forum.

The Regional Community Forum is made
up of 20 community members selected from
across the central west, who meet four times a
year with Minister Leanne

Enoch, Minister Mark Bailey and their de -
partmental representatives.

The Western Queensland Regional Com-
munity Forum is ably chaired by Assistant
Minister for Local Government Nikki Boyd.

It's one of seven Regional Community Fo -
rums across the state.

| was invited to attend as a guest and it was
great to see people from our communities giv -
en the opportunity to interact directly with the
government and its ministers.

While he was here Minister Bailey declared
open the new Electric Vehicle (EV) chargers

through new opportunities created for theirlo -
cal economies.

“Each renewable energy project creates
hundreds, and even thousands, of jobs, particu -
larly in its construction phase. This will see in -
creased demand for housing in regional areas,
a revitalisation of regional surrounding towns
as new ‘locals’ bring money to hospitality and
retail businesses, and an overall strengthening
of its property market. Those looking to buy in
areas where the renewable energy boom is ear-
marked to take place can see property prices
rise and benefit from long-term capital growth.”

He said Toowoomba achieved it's top rat -
ing by being a central hub in the Southern
Queensland Renewable Energy Zone.

“Toowoomba is surrounded by $30 billion
of in-progress and potential renewable energy
projects, particularly in Western Downs,” Arjun
said.

Sitting just behind Toowoomba was another
Queensland country centre, Rockhampton.

‘Along with Gladstone and Bundaberg,
Rockhampton is one of the major cities in the
Central Queensland Renewable Energy Zone

his department has installed in our ‘Teamster's
Rest' undercover carpark. The new charging
station is fully funded by the Department of
Transport and Main Roads as part of the gov-
ernment’s ‘Queensland Electric Super High -
way’ program.

You can fill an average EV there for under
$15 and | know it will be used by a growing
amount of visitors who drive their EVs to our
region each year.

A big thank you to everyone who came to
the Longreach cemetery last weekend for the
World War One dedication service.

The volunteers of the Longreach Archival
and Historical Research Group have installed
new plaques for 19 previously unmarked WW1
graves, thanks to funding from the War Graves
Commission.

Thank you to everyone who made the proj -
ect possible.

There’'s now consideration going into how
we can recognise the graves of service men
and women across our region in this way.

Just a reminder rates notices have been is-
sued and payments are due today (Friday 7
October).

Not only do you miss out on your 10 per
cent discount if you miss today’s deadline, you
also begin to accrue penalty interest.

Call Council immediately on (07) 4658 4111
if you need to talk through your options.

I'll be back with another column in two
weeks. Until then, you can find direct emails
and phone numbers for me and for each of my
fellow Councillors at

longreach.qgld.gov.au/elected-members.

If you want to know anything at all, reach
out to one of us — or contact Council directly
on (07) 4658 4111 (24hrs), or via email to as
sist@longreach.qld.gov.au.

and has 67 registered interest projects, repre-
senting more than $39 billion in renewable en -
ergy investment and thousands of construction
jobs. Arjun said.

“While construction jobs only create short-
term benefits, renewable energy projects
can boost the economy in the long term by
strengthening sectors such as energy-intensive
mineral processing, low emission manufactur -
ing, agricultural equipment manufacturing and
more.”

The top three projects in the region include
the proposed $6.7 billion Central Queensland
Power Project which is estimated to create 4500
construction and 550 operation jobs; the $1.61
billion H2-Hub Gladstone set to create a total
of just under 700 new jobs; and the under con -
struction Clarke Creek Integrated Wind project.

He said the Rockhampton property market
has been growing steadily over the past two
years, with the median house price sitting at
$375,000 and with further room to grow. How -
ever, its rental market is extremely tight and led
to consecutive rises in rental prices over the
past two years.

You can always rely on a local

Our team at Elders Insurance Central Queensland live and work locally. They’ll take the time to talk to you and
understand your individual situation. It's why Elders Insurance customers stick with us.

- . (m)
Business Farm

07 4652 8620

Y Rt

@ Personal

Contact Ros Kavanagh for a personalised quote today

Q Elders Insurance Central Queensland

Commercial motor

Kav & Co Pty Ltd ABN 50093006609 trading as Elders Insurance Central Queensland AR No. 254594 is an Authorised Representative of Elders Insurance (Underwriting Agency) Pty Limited ABN 56 138 879 026, AFSL 340965. Insurance is underwritten by QBE Insurance
(Australia) Limited ABN 78 003 191 035 AFSL 239545. Visit www.eldersinsurance.com.au ¢onsider the Product Disclosure Statement and any applicable Target Market Determination to decide if the product is right for you.

An Irritation

ILFRACOM
INKLINGS

JOANNE ROBERTSON

If you're not familiar with ‘“The Simpsons,
and I'm just a casual viewer, generally
compelled by family members to watch,
you might not be aware of something
called ‘The Itchy and Scratchy Show'.

I could not tell you what it is about,
though no doubt my son could, but suf -
fice it to say they are a couple of cartoon
characters Bart Simpson seems to find
hilarious.

(I looked them up, out of curiosity.
Itchy the mouse chases Scratchy the cat,
in an inverted version of “Tom and Jerry’.
Now we're all enlightened.)

Here in the Outback, we have our
version of the Itchy and Scratchy show,
which is perhaps not so hilarious. Un -
less it involves someone other than
ourselves. Then it can be uproariously
funny.

The most common episodes involve
stockwork in the paddock and, in my
case, photography. | have even heard of
an episode involving picking wildflowers
that was side-splitting in the retelling.

Now generally, we only get this show
in a good season, and, happily, we're ex-
periencing a pretty good season at the
moment.

By now, you must be curious about
our version. You might be thinking along
the lines of sand flies or mossies, but you
would be wrong. That is ‘ltchy and Bitey'.

| am talking about prickles in the pad -
dock, seeds that cling grimly to every-
thing they can get their prickly parts on.

There was a pretty decent episode
this morning when a magpie caught my
eye and | proceeded to stalk him from
pillar to post, or more accurately, from
post to tree, with my camera.

When | get a camera in my hand, |
tend to forget what is under my feet, ex -
cept for the occasional glance at snakes,
which are never far from my mind when
the weather starts warming up.

When | was making my way back
to the yard, | felt the first itches and
scratches.

| glanced down and realised | had
collected about a thousand prickly seeds
on the legs of my pants and all over my
shoes.

They were loaded, from knees to toes.

And they were itchy.

So | scratched at them.

And later spent a good hour pulling
them off my pant legs, particularly the
underside, and collecting them in a jar,
to burn.

And hopefully cut down on the next
episode of the ltchy and Scratchy Show.

Insurance
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What’s on

Longreach and Central West Community Event E

OCTOBER

Friday, 7 October

Senior Lunch & Cent Sale

Location: North Gregory Hotel, Winton
Time: 12pm

Trivia Quiz Night

Location: Winton Club

Time: 6pm

Uniform 4 Kids

Anyone is welcome to come along and help by either Festival of Small Halls

unpicking, cutting out patterns or sewing.
Location: Edgely Hall

Time: 8.30am

Croquet

Contact: Jean Williams on 07 4651 2354.
Location: Oak Street, Barcaldine

Time: 8am

Barcaldine Senior Cricket

Location: Barcaldine Showgrounds
Time: 6pm

Saturday, 8 October

Golf Fun Day

Location: Winton Golf Club

Time: 9.30am

Park Run, Longreach

A free, weekly, timed 5k event every Saturday morning'Me: 1 pm

Everyone is welcome to walk, jog, run or volunteer!
Location: Meet at Beersheba Place

Morning Golf, Longreach
For more information email longreachgolf@gmail.cormrLocation: Longreach State School.
Location: Longreach Golf Course
Time: Mornings.

Time: 4pm

Monday, 10 October

Barcaldine Men'’s Shed

Contact: David Kerrigan on 0427 009 375.
Location: 103 Ash St

Time: 9am

Barcaldine Ukulele Group

No experience required and all welcome.
Location: The Willows Centre

Time: 5pm

Wool Spinning

Come get artsy.

Location: Longreach Arts and Crafts Centre
Time: Afternoons

Sunday, 9 October

Location: Aramac Town Hall
Muttaburra Golf Club

Contact: Beau Gray on 0429 474 261.
Location: Muttaburra Golf Club
Time: 8.30am

Longreach Community Gardens
Come lend a hand.

Location: Longreach Youth Centre
Time: 8.30am

Barcaldine Golf

Contact: Michael Hayward.

Social Bowls

Location: Longreach State School
Time: 6pm
Longreach SES Group Training

activating during events?

Location: Longreach SES Base, 14 Minor Road
Time: 7pm

Tuesday, 11 October

RCS Grazing Clinic - Longreach

Longreach Town Band Brass Ensemble Rehearsals

Are you committed to attending regular training and

Longreach Town Band Mixed Ensemble Rehearsals every Tuesday morning for the First Five Forever Program.

Location: Blackall Library

Time: 10am

Longreach Playgroup

Ages 0-5 yrs. $2.00/visit. Location: Lioness Park Time: 9 a
Longreach Brolga Girl Guides Meeting

Looking for fun, friendship and adventure? If you are a girl
5 - 17 years old then Girl Guides is for you!

Location: Guides hut, 15 Stilt Street, Longreach.
Time: 5.30 pm.

Longreach Squash

Come along and have a bash.

Location: Longreach Squash Courts

Time: 5.30 pm

Barcaldine Lawn Tennis

Contact: Tony Walsh on 0410 522 041, Brett Walsh on 04C
981 776 or email barcaldinetennis@gmail.com.

Location: Cnr Willow and Fir St Time: 6pm
Thomson River Lions Club Meeting

For more information please contact Bobbie Willersdorf on
042758315

Location: Birdcage Hotel
Time: 6 pm

For more information please visit Facebook, Longreacthis power-packed two and a half-day clinic will give ﬁﬁpial Tennis Longreach

Bowls Club

Location: Longreach Bowls Club begin implementing.

Location: DPI Building Longreach
Time: 8.30am

First 5 Forever

Barcaldine Golf
Location: Barcaldine Golf Course, Pine Road

the con dence and practical know-how to go home anElor more information please contact Anna-Marie Moffat or

0417 112 517 or visit the Longreach Tennis Facebook Pag
Location: Longreach Tennis Club Time: 6.15pm

Alpha Touch Football

Location: Alpha Showgrounds

Time: 7am Time: 3pm Families with Children 0-5 Years - Join us at the Bigiall Time: 6.30pm

Come join our...

Paddock Day

**Bookings are essential see details below**

Monday 10 ™ October
“Hereward” Longreach
8:30 a.m. — Till After Lunch.

Ariat Warwick Rodeo &
Pryde’s EasiFeed Warwick
Gold Cup Campdraft

24 - 30 October 2022

Speakers:

Désirée Jackson,

Désirée Jackson Livestock Management
Building resilient pasture & livestock.

Peter Whip,
PRW Agribusiness
Building resilient business.

£

Outback Futures

ARIAT sulbaclk  Building Resilient Communities.
futures
ENTERTAINMENT Smoko and Lunch Provided. Please bring a chair.
Friday Night 28th Oct Saturday Night 29th Oct Saturday Night 29th Oct g E]
** Please RSVP **
E."'_ 2 OufbaceConnect Kathy Gill (for catering numbers)
N BRerSacy Phone: 0414 856 417

Email: Kathy@longreachbaptist.com

-RVK 6HWWH U ¢ Al@diper Creek Band

4" T

autback

futures -

? Warwick Txday

— T
s ea

3 carinity

webuild ﬁ

12565395-E738-22
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Longreach Regional Council CEO Dirk Dowling ready to lay some poppies.

By Michael R Williams

After years of research and the sercuring of
funding, the Longreach Archival and Histori -
cal Research Group have begun implementing
plaues for previously unmarked graves at the
Longreach cemetery.

Association president Robyn Abbott said
this had been an important project for the
town’s history.

“It was something we decided we had to do
because after we had done the research the

soldiers were speaking to us, and we thought
we really need to make sure these graves are
marked,” she said.

“We have this information and now we
have to do something with it.”

Up until 2018, the association had been col -
lection info with no where to put it.

“Fortunately we began work toward the
centenary of World War 1 [2018], from which
we were able to secure funding from the Aus -
tralian Office of War Graves to acquire these
plaques,” Ms Abbott said.

Reverend Jenny Coombes saying a prayer.

War dead remembered

“We accessed the funding and they had to
approve those names.

“We're still doing ongoing research, but we
at least wanted to celebrate our efforts.”

While there are still many graves to mark,
now seemed like the time to host a ceremony.

“We had been speaking to the RSL on an
ongoing basis about it and they said, when you
get the plaques, we'll do a dedication service,”
Ms Abbott said.

“I think for every community the cemetery
holds a great portion of its history.”

Longreach RSL Sub-Branch President Joshua
Adams speaking at the ceremony.

Oil and gas exploration and production
could pose a major threat the Lake Eyre Ba-
sin rivers according to a new study just pub -
lished an international journal.

The study, published in the Marine and
Freshwater Research journal, has found
there is 831 existing oil and gas production
and exploration wells on the basin's flood
plain.

The study’s lead author UNSW Ecosys-
tem Science Centre Director Professor Rich-
ard Kingsford said he was shocked by the
number of wells.

“Even with my long history of involve -
ment in protecting and researching the riv -

at the scale of the current development, let
alone what is planned in our so-called ‘gas-
led energy phase’ in South Australia and

ers of the Lake Eyre Basin, | was astounded

Lake Eyre basin under

Queensland,” he said.

Much of the early development occurred
in South Australia but now Queensland has
more wells, developed at respective rates of
eight and 11 wells per year.

Using publicly available data from South
Australia, Queensland and the Northern
Territory, the study identified 831 existing
oil and gas production and exploration wells
on the floodplains.

Most (98.6 per cent) are on the flood-
plains of Cooper Creek, including 296 wells
in the Coongie Lakes Ramsar site, an area
identified at a state, national and interna -
tional level as of significant conservation
importance.

He said the Australian government's re -
cent CSIRO-led Bioregional Assessment

threat from

examined scenarios that assumed that
1000-1500 wells would be drilled over the
next 50 years in the Cooper Basin to extract
unconventional gas, shale, tight and deep
coal, requiring hydraulic fracturing or frack -
ing. Many of them overlie the Cooper Creek
floodplain, with multiple wells (six to eight
wells, depths of 500-3000m drilled later -
ally) on a single large well pad, only 3.5-4km
apart and storages and roads, affecting 586-
7,350km2 of the catchment.

The researchers mapped the distribution
of wells across the floodplains of the rivers
of the Lake Eyre Basin. They also focused on
the highest density areas. Two of these — Em-
barka Swamp (named Tirrawarra Swamp in
the article from the names of the wells) and
the Gidgealpa floodplain — were inside the
Coongie Lakes Ramsar Site. The third area

growing ex

was at the junction of Wilson River and Coo -
per Creek floodplain in Queensland, a wet -
land of national importance.

“We then used Google Earth imagery to
track the expansion in numbers of oil and
gas production wells and also the storages
for wastewater, roads and well pads in these
three areas on the floodplains over time,”
researcher and co-author Amy Walburn
said. The 296 wells identified in the flood -
plain areas of the Coongie Lakes Ramsar site
included 281 well pads, 870km of roads and
440 storages or excavations that fill with wa -
ter.

Two hundred of these wells were estab-
lished within the floodplain area, after the
site became a wetland of international im -
portance, supposedly protecting its conser -
vation values.
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mental wellbeing and suicide prevention

|
ndis

proudly supporting Longreach and the Central West.

v NDIS: support and coordination
v Counselling: via phone or video link (short wait times)
v Carer support: free programs and services

Contact us today!

Let us connect you with the support you need.

O selectability.com.au | 106 Galah St Longreach | 0436 942 994

12568423-SN38-.
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Outback Festival a winner

By Michael R Williams

We celebrated our 50th anniversary 23-25 Sep-
tember, said Robyn Stephens, Outback Fest
Coordinator.

“What a wonderful event, great to see so
many people coming back, lots of ex-Win -
tonites, lots of the original Queen of The Out -
back quest ladies, also the Outback Festival
Queen ladies that came back to celebrate this
wonderful milestone.

“It was pleasing to see so many visitors
coming, not only from around Queensland
but in from NSW as well. | spoke to a couple
of people and asked where theyd come from
and they said Sydney. One of them travelled
four days to come here to the outback festival.”

She said it showed that there was a market
for the event down in the southern states.

To celebrate the golden anniversary the or -
ganizers had a special structure made to cel-
ebrate this important milestone.

“Of course our symbol is the whip-cracking
goanna and the slogan is “it's goanna be great”
so this special structure has been erected in
the main street next to the Memorial Pool in
the Barry Wilson Park and is spectacular,” Rob -
in said.

“There is also a plaque there that tells the
story of the 50 years of the Outback Festival.
That's a lasting memory there — putting that
structure in place for everyone to see.”

Organisers were pleased with the numbers
for this mini version of the festival.

“This was only a two and a half day celebra-
tion, not like the normal five to seven day fes -
tival, so we weren't expecting our normal five
thousand crowd per day this was probably half
of that so we probably had about two thou -
sand people that attended,” Joan said.

“It was amazing to see the number of fami -
lies because we're in the school holidays so it
brought a lot of families out and they came to
the festival.

“We didnt have our normal events like the
Australian Dunny Derby Ironman Century
Cycle as such we mainly had nostalgia events
especially with the music where we had great
entertainment on stage on the Friday and Sat -
urday evenings.”

The event also had special guests in the
1RAR Military Band who spent three days in
the town providing entertainment for every -
one throughout the festival.

“Not only that be we had lots of children’s
events, we had Windy Wizards and the Mem -
phis Movers who are a beautiful roving duo
and we also celebrated the beautiful gala din -
ner. The dinner was supported very very well,
it was probably one of the most spectacular
events that we had over the entire weekend.

“We were so privileged to have the Honor -
able Stirling Hinchcliffe the Minister for Sport,
Tourism and Innovation. He was present for
three days. We also had the Honorable Lach-
lan Miller Member for Gregory plus we had
the Moreton Bay Mayor and Councillors visit.
We had so many VIPs right from Denise Brown
from the Outback QId Tourism and Arts Qld
partnership people.

“But the Royal Flying Doctor Service was
probably one of the main aspects of the event
because we were celebrating our partnership
with the service with the Quest Queens — the
Queen Of the Outback Quest that started in
1973 and went right through to 1995. So that's
why the dinner was very very focused on the
Royal Flying Doctor Service, they actually had
their plane simulator there and the fireworks
were unbelievable at the airport on the night.

“I must pay credit to the meal because Out -
back Hospitality Trade Training Centre and
our local hospitality students who spent many
days there preparing the food and the food was
so delicious, these children did such a wonder -
ful job -they’re our future chefs arent they.”

The Outback Festival Committee people
were the ones behind the event — designing
and making sure the event happened.

“It was something we needed to have 1972-
2022 — fifty years — we've had a lot of memories
over the years, over this event. We've hosted so
many events through the years. Way back in
1972 when it first started, it started on the back
of a drought and started as a 10 day event with
lots of different zany events but it has grown
and grown. Events like the Australian Dunny
Derby is not only recognized in Australian its
now internationally known attracting people
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Toni Campbell and Lisa Lenton looking fabulous. Jodie Shipway, Gregory MP Lachlan Millar, and Jenny Coombes
celebrating 50 years of the Outback Fest.

from Germany, Iceland and Britain. The even
has evolved and is probably one of the biggest
non-metropolitan festivals in Queensland.”

The 2023 Festival is due to be held from 19-
23 September.

“We will definitely having the Quilton
Dunny Derby — that’s one big thing on our pro -
gram, also the Outback Century Cycle Chal-
lenge, the Ironman and Womans events. We
have so many children’s events that are held
during the outback festival. We are looking at
our entertainment now so there'll be high class
entertainment over the five days of the festival
and there could be some exciting news about
the Australian Dunny Derby be | cant disclose
it at the moment. Watch this space.”

We've got a a lot of champions with the go -
ing right back one of our early presidents Peter
Evitt served as a president for six years. Peter
was able to come back and witness the 50th
anniversary — a wonderful thing for a man in
his eighties. A lot of people who were here as
bank managers were given the job as treasurer
and we saw a lot of those people come back.

There were so many excommittee people
that came back to celebrate the festival.

“We had the bush poets breakfast which
was patronized more than 200 people.

“I will tell you one little thing that we did
have — the Dunny Doors auction — we used
to get Dunny Doors and paint them. We had
known artists like Sean Leah former Cou -
rier Mail cartoonist he did a couple of dunny
doors. One was Kevin Walters and Wayne Ben
nett — of course the Dolphins and the Broncos
will probably go head to head in 2023 — he's
done this fabulous painting of Wayne and Kev -
vy on the dunny doors and they were bought
for good dollars. Cathie Archer was the first ever RFDS Outback Queen.
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Minister for Tourism, Innovation and Sport and Minister Assisting the

X ; . Premier on Olympics and Paralympics Sport and Engagement Sterling
= : - . : = Hinchliffe at the opening of the 50th Anniversary of the Winton Outback
Fest.

Monica McCarty, Geraldine Coughlan and Maureen Kelleher at the Royal Theatre for the Outback
Fest opening.

14-16 Tulloch Avenue, Barmaryee, Yeppoon

Executive Home On Acreage
Close To Town

This outstanding Home is situated on a one acre block in Club Estate complete with pool,
spa & separate self contained guest accommodation.

¥

g i (= This home will impress from the moment you arrive with the huge open plan living area,
Robyn Stephens and Winton Mayor Gavin Kathy White and Gayle East excited for the large kitchen with granite bench tops & separate media room. There are 4 Bedrooms or (3B/R
Baskett happy after months of hard work. anniversary. + Of ce) The Main bedroom has a huge ensuite with walk in double shower & walk in robe.

The main bathroom has a freestanding bath & walk in shower. Large Laundry with heaps of
storage space. The large outdoor entertaining area opens up onto the sparkling pool & separate
spa. This property has been constructed using Gympie Split Face Sandstone Blocks to provide
a unique look and feel. With beautiful, landscaped gardens, double car garage & two car carport
+ 5Bay shed, solar power & bore (unequipped SWL 2metres)

This property will not last long, so don't delay, 14-16 Tulloch Avenue is move in ready!
e

12570835-ET41-22

Open - Saturday 8th and Sunday 9th October 10am - 10.45am

Inspection recommended for buyers circa $1.2M + price range
0/4#%4 '4'2 1#4,+/3 9 1'4'2 #)#&6+3028 %0. #5 9

Karen Shaw, Lorraine Gillies, Margaret Gillies and Stewart Gordon love the Outback Fest.
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Out and About
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The Doneley’s having a fun day out.

Debbie, Marg, and Lionel Walsh having a day
out.

Lionel Walsh, Brad Thompson, Salena and Tom
Lumby, and Tahvy Parker manning the cafe at the
Barcaldine Rec Park.

John and Lee Laidler watching the rowing in
Longreach.

Rosemary Cato, Amelia Williams, Karen McLellan,
and Jack Cato having a yarn at the Longreach

Watersports Club.

Longreach Rotary cooking up a feast.

10:

11:

TR

Jim and Dennis Allpass watching the rowing
championships in Barcaldine.

John and Rylene Osmond having enjoying the
sunshine.

Phillip, Jess, and Billy Deane having a family day
out.

Libby Braden and Jenny Allpass having a great
day out.

The Chandlers enjoying the view from the deck.

Janine Hooth, Aj Sandhu, and Les Hooth having a
beer.

Brett Walsh enjoying the sun.




Do you have an event coming uf
' We want to know!

Send the details to editorial@leadertoday.com.au
and we’ll publish it in our weekly Events Calendar.




Fassnidge bites back
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WHEN | GETN THERE,
THEYWILL BE ILKE: ‘OHIT’S
COLIN!' WE SEE QUON TV IN MKR.
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CATHERINE CALLED BIRDY
Streaming, from Friday,
Prime Video

f %o

KUNG FU
Streaming, from Thursday, Foxtel On Demand
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SHIPWRECK HUNTERS AUSTRALIA
Streaming, Disney+

LOVE TRIANGLE
Streaming, Stan

ANNE RICE'S INTERVIEW
WITH THE VAMPIRE
Streaming, AMC+
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UNDRESSED
Streaming, Paramount+
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WWI nurses

By Longreach Archival and Historical
Research Group

The volunteers of the Longreach Archival and

Historical Research Group Inc. have been

working hard to document and recognise vet -

erans from Longreach or who are buried in

Longreach and who served in armed conflicts.

You may be aware of our recent project to
honour nineteen World War 1 diggers by in -
stalling plaques on their previously unmarked
graves at the Longreach Cemetery.

Much less attention has been paid to wom -
en's role in conflicts.

We are gradually uncovering information
about women from Longreach or with links to
Longreach who served.

In this article, we want to honour the Aus -
tralian nurses who served in the Great War,
World War 1.

We especially wish to honour some of our
own as we have discovered nurses with con-
nections to Longreach who courageously
joined the war effort.

To date, our research has revealed eleven
nurses with links to Longreach who served in
World War 1.

Some of the nurses were working at the
Longreach Hospital when they enlisted for ser -
vice abroad. Others who enlisted had nursed
in Longreach prior to the war.

Margaret Ann HENRY

« Staff Nurse

« Born 04/07/1881 in Chinchilla, QLD

« Died 21/04/1957 in Brisbane, Age 75, Buried
at Toowong Cemetery, Brisbane

» Served 01/09/1917 - 29/08/1919

= Served in Egypt

» Medals: 1914-15 Star, British War Medal, Vic-

tory Medal

Memorials: Queensland Australian Army

Nursing Service Roll of Honour (Lytton, Bris -

bane)

« Longreach Connection: Matron of Long -
reach Hospital December 1910 - December
1915
(No photo available)

Sarah KELLAWAY (also known as Sally or

Sallie)

« Sister

« Born 30/12/1889 at Emerald, QLD

» Died 25/02/1974, Age 84, Buried at Nudgee
Cemetery, Brisbane

» Served 16/11/1916 - 12/03/1920

» Served in India and Egypt

» Medals: 1914-15 Star, British War Medal, Vic-
tory Medal

« Memorials: Queensland Australian Army
Nursing Service Roll of Honour (Lytton, Bris -
bane)

» Longreach Connection: Completed her Gen -
eral Nurse training in Longreach and was the
second fully certified nurse to be trained at
the Longreach Hospital. Began as a proba-
tioner in 1910 and departed in 1914 to take
up a position as Head Nurse at the Isisford
Hospital.

Alice Annie KEMP

« Sister

» Born 1879 in Maidstone, Kent, England

» Married Arther Malcolm Thomson in 1922

« Died 1956 at Murrumbeena, Victoria, Age 77

» Served 12/06/1915 - 15/08/1919

» Served in France and England

» Medals: Royal Red Cross 2nd Class, 1914-15
Star, British War Medal, Victory Medal

» Memorials: Toowoomba and District WW1
Roll of Honour, Queensland Australian Army
Nursing Service Roll of Honour (Lytton, Bris -
bane)

= Longreach Connection: Matron of Long -
reach Hospital 1901 — 1902, Opened a Private
Hospital in Emu Street, Longreach in 1903
Alice Annie Kemp

Emily Clarice Lilla MARDON

« Staff Nurse

» Born 25/04/1890 in Brisbane, QLD

» Married John Egerton Jacob on 14/04/1920
in Brisbane

« Died 23/04/1975 in Brisbane, Age 84, Buried
at Mount Thompson Memorial Gardens and
Crematorium, Holland Park West, Brisbane

» Served 12/06/1915 - 19/01/1918

» Served in Egypt, France and England

» Medals: 1914-15 Star, British War Medal, Vic-

Alice Annie Kemp.

Sarah Kellaway circa 1928.

tory Medal

= Memorials: Ipswich Methodist Church Hon -
our Roll, Ipswich Hospital Museum Plaque,
Honour Roll in the Albert Street Uniting
Church (Brisbane), Queensland Austra-
lian Army Nursing Service Roll of Honour
(Lytton, Brisbane)

= Longreach Connection: Head Nurse at Long -
reach Hospital 1918 - 1920

Emily Clarice Lilla Mardon

Elsie Kate McCLAUGHLIN

» Staff Nurse

= Born 26/09/1892 at Mount Morgan

» Married John Dallon Conachan on
28/12/1932 in Townsville

= Died 5/06/1955, Age 62, Buried at North
Rockhampton Cemetery

» Served 01/09/1917 - 19/12/1919

= Served in Egypt, Palestine

= Medals: 1914-15 Star, British War Medal, Vic-
tory Medal

= Memorials: Queensland Australian Army
Nursing Service Roll of Honour (Lytton, Bris -
bane)

= Longreach Connection: Head Nurse at Long -
reach Hospital May 1916 - Jun 1917, Reliev
ing Matron at Longreach Hospital after the
War from Dec 1920 for a short period.

Mary Ann O’'BRIEN

= Staff Nurse

= Born 25/04/1880 in Rockhampton

» Died 28/06/1956, Age 76, Buried at Nudgee
Cemetery, Nudgee, Brisbane

» Served 01 /09/1917 - 29 Aug 1919

= Served in Egypt, travelled to Cairo on the

Emily Clarice Lilla Mardon.

Margaret Mary HALPIN.

same troopship as Nurse Henry

» Medals: 1914-15 Star, British War Medal, Vic-
tory Medal

» Memorials: Queensland Australian Army
Nursing Service Roll of Honour (Lytton, Bris -
bane)

» Longreach Connection: Completed her Gen -
eral Nursing Training at Longreach Hospital
from 1909; On staff at Longreach Hospital
1913-1916 during which time Matron Henry
was in charge; Nurse at Muttaburra Hospital
1916-1917
(No photo available)

Neta May SMALLWOOD

« Sister

« Born 02/03/1888

» Married William John STERNE on 26 Apr

1927 in Queensland

Died 22/08/1956 in Brisbane, Age 68, Buried

Toowong Cemetery, Brisbane

« Served 06/07/1915 (also
13/07/1915) - 19/05/1919

= Served in England and France

» Medals: 1914-15 Star, British War Medal, Vic-

tory Medal

Memorials: Toowoomba St. Stephens Pres-

byterian Church Roll of Honour, Queensland

Australian Army Nursing Service Roll of

Honour (Lytton, Brisbane)

= Longreach Connection: Nurse at Longreach
Hospital 1913 - June 1915

Hilda Elizabeth WRIGHT

« Staff Nurse then Sister

« Born 11/04/1879 at Brentwood, England

« Died 14/02/1928 in London, England, Age 49

recorded as

LeaderToday.com.au H ISTO RY

Janet lvy BARRON (also known as Jean).

Margaret Ellen GOGGINS.

» Served 10/06/1915 - 31/01/1918; Re-enlisted
as Sister 02/11/1918 - 19/08/1919

= Served in Egypt, England, France

= Medals: 1914-15 Star, British War Medal, Vic-
tory Medal

» Memorials: Queensland Australian Army
Nursing Service Roll of Honour (Lytton, Bris -
bane)

» Longreach Connection: Private Nurse in
Longreach in April-May 1915 with Dr Mi -
chod at Longreach Private Hospital
(No photo available)

Advertisement for Nurse Wright's Services
We are proud of the contribution that the elev -
en nurses with links to Longreach made to the
larger effort of nurses from Australia and its al -
lies during World War I. These courageous and
dedicated women served far away from their
homes and worked in deplorable conditions.

They cared for patients in military clinics and

hospitals near battlefields and on ships and

trains. Their skills saved many lives. We hon-
our them.
Australian Army Nursing Service (AANS)

Badge

The volunteers of the Longreach Archival

And Historical Research Group have used all

reasonable endeavours to ensure this infor

mation is as accurate as possible. It gives no
warranty or guarantee that the information is
accurate, complete, current, or fit for any use
whatsoever. If you believe any of the informa-
tion may be inaccurate, please let us know.

This article is proudly sponsored by Smith

Bros., Longreach.
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G ard e n i n g Neil Fisher

Flowering Purple Gazania and Cineraria Silverdust in Tambo.

Bloomin

After one of the longest winters in many years,
the warmer nights we had during the last few
days have triggered spectacular floral blooms
across the region. Most noticeable would be
the groundcovers at the moment as both win -
ter and spring bloomers are a mass of flowers
this last week.

Groundcover plants can provide so much
value to your garden.

With minimal effort, an established garden
can be given a colourful makeover by just add -
ing a groundcover.

It is not only the flowers of the groundcov -
ers that can add to the garden but foliage co-
lour can also make a difference.

At the beginning of last month, | was in
Tambo and | was amazed at the display of
showy and very healthy groundcovers and low
shrubs that were growing in the median strips
and roadside gardens in the centre of town.

So these are some of the plants that were
a highlight in Tambo and would be perfect
groundcovers that will add a special colourful
wow factor to your garden.

Ajuga reptans Catlin's Giant is a dense ev-
ergreen mat-forming groundcover with glossy
coppery, purple foliage.

Upright 20cm high spikes of purple flowers
appear from late Spring through Summer.

These flowers can be very attractive to But-
terflies.

Catlin's Giant's foliage is larger than all
other Ajuga reptans varieties and is suited to
either full or partial sun positions.

Callistemon Little John is a dwarf hybrid of
Callistemon viminalis and has become one of
the most popular dwarf shrubs.

This dwarf evergreen shrub produces deep
red bottle-brush flowers in spring and autumn.

Crowded blue-green foliage forms a com -
pact shrub which is frost tolerant.

It is suited for most soils and is best in full
sun to partial shade positions.

Cineraria Silverdust has very distinct silvery
grey foliage and will highlight any garden.

It is a hardy, adaptable perennial for a dry
or moist position and will tolerate sun or part
shade.

Small bright yellow flowers appear during
the warmer months of the year.

Growing to 30cm high it is ideal for cottage
gardens, borders, rockeries and tubs.

Eremophila glabra Burgundy is a commer -
cial hybrid of the Australian Native Fuchsia
or Emu Bush that will grow to approximately
one and a half metres square. With its attrac-
tive silvery-grey foliage and sticking burgundy
fuchsia-like flowers, it forms a highlight in any
dryland garden.

Erigeron karvinskianus or Seaside Daisy
is a hardy groundcover that produces a mass
of small open-faced white daisy-type flowers
with a yellow centre.

It flowers most of the year in warm sunny
positions.

It can be invasive, however, and needs to be
checked periodically, as it is a very fast grower.

Euryops pectinatus or Yellow Marguerite is
a perennial shrub with attractive silvery-green
foliage.
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Eremophila glabra Burgundy flowering in Tambo.

groundcovers

Flowering Yellow Gazania and Osteospermum fruticosa.

From Autumn through to Spring masses of
vibrant open-faced brilliant yellow daisy flow -
ers with widely spaced petals cover this Daisy.

The display provides excellent contrast
against the finely cut silvery-green foliage.

Growing up to one metre high Euryops pec -
tinatus is great for growing in pots, borders
and feature or cottage-themed gardens.

Gazanias scandens or Treasure Flower is
available in several colours and may be plant -
ed as a colour mix or as a single colour for
greater impact.

Gazanias flower throughout most of the
year, slowing down and going off the flower in
winter.

The Silver Leaf Gazania is different to the
other Gazanias in that its leaves are very at
tractive silver/grey in colouration.

Leptospermum Pink Cascade is a tough
and hardy little shrub that is easy to care for
and grow.

With arching and a graceful cascade of
branches that will explode into a delicate
display of pink Geraldton Wax-like flowers in
Spring and Autumn.

This is a dwarf Pink Tea Tree growing to
about three-quarter metres high and that ben -
efit from pruning.

Leptospermum Pink Cascade is a compact
shrub that can tolerate a range of soils and cli -
mate conditions and is useful for large rocker -
ies.

Osteospermum fruticosa or African Daisy
is a fast-growing sun-loving groundcover that
will withstand adverse conditions.

It produces flowers ranging in shades of
white, pink and purple and makes a great cut
flower.

Ajuga reptans Catlin's Giant flowering in Tambo.

It grows to 30cm high, spreading to 60cm
and can be grown with other annuals and pe -
rennials to create a truly colourful display.

Tulbaghia violacea or Society Garlic forms
a small grass-like clump with narrow leaves
and large clusters of small fragrant, violet
flowers.

This member of the Onion family has either
blue-green or variegated foliage.

Very hardy in the right position but does
need protection from the afternoon sun and
frost.

While many of these plants may not be
available all year round in most local nurser -
ies, they should be able to be ordered from
specialist nurseries for the garden.

Tulbaghia violacea.

Euryops pectinatus flowering in Tambo.

Erigeron karvinskianus and Callistemon Little
John in Tambo.



October survey

The October 2022 edition of the Sheep Produc-
er Intentions survey run by Meat and Livestock
Australia (MLA) and Australian Wool Innova -
tion (AWI) open this week.

This edition will be rebranded to MLA and
AWI Sheep Producer Intentions survey. It was
formally called the MLA and AWI Wool and
Sheepmeat Survey.

The Sheep Producer Intentions survey is
run three times a year and collects sheepmeat
industry livestock numbers and lamb produc -
tion expectations. The survey looks to gain
information around future intentions for the
sheepmeat and wool industry, approximate
flock sizes, breed makeup and lamb, wether
and ewe numbers.

Production and producer intentions are
regularly monitored throughout the year to
generate better forward-looking information
that allow producers to make the most effi -
cient decisions, with the results of these sur -
veys forming the basis of MLA's Industry Pro -
jections.

For this edition of the survey, MLA and
AWI - through a new survey provider - will
show producers who fill out the survey with
personalised dashboards what allows them to
benchmark their flock demographics against
others.

The MLA & AWI Sheep Producer Intentions
for October 2022 is built around the collection
of an industry representative sample of sheep
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open

producers across all sheep production grow -
ing regions of Australia. In order to achieve a
representative sample, sheep producers are
sampled with strong representation within
each MLA defined sheep production region.

The survey will breakdown results nation -
ally, by state and by MLA sheep producing re -
gions.

The survey will take approximately 15 min -
utes to fill out and will close on 16 October
2022. Interested producers can access the sur
vey here: MLA & AWI Sheep Producer Inten-
tions.

Previous survey results can be found at:
MLA & AWI Sheep Producer Intentions | Meat
& Livestock Australia

By Melissa Coleman

This year the Warwick Rodeo and Camp-
draft’s iconic Gold Cup will run one lot of
cattle from the horse house to the last out in
the final.

Warwick Rodeo and Gold Cup Campdraft
Committee chairman Kevin Ryan said this
had never happened before.

“2022 will be an iconic year for camp -
drafting,” Mr Ryan said.

“We will have one run of cattle from the
first beast out to the last in the final.”

The Gold Cup event is known by many in

the rodeo industry as the Melbourne Cup of
campdrafting.

More than 300 black Angus and Wagyu
cattle will be supplied from Westmar station
every day.

“Woodlands at Westmar have been sup-
plying the Rodeo and Campdraft for three
years,” Mr Ryan said.

“We've got some very good cattle spon-
sors — we're very fortunate, and excellent
cattle handling facilities.”

The Warwick Gold Cup attracts the na-
tion's best competitors and offers more prize
money than any other campdraft in Australia.

A first at this year’s Warwick camp

More than $105,000 plus a Gold Cup and
a trophy saddle is up for grabs this year in
seven categories.

“We have increased our prize money.”

“Everyone that nominates can have a go
in the Gold Cup but unfortunately, there's
only one winner,” Mr Ryan said.

Richard Hansen from “Chesalon’, Alpha
won the Gold Cup in 2021 and is the cowboy
to beat again this year.

“Richard achieved the neatest run,* Mr
Ryan said.

This iconic Gold Cup and all campdraft -
ing events runs under ACA rules.

First Sheep

More than 50 key stakeholders from across
the Australian sheep and wool industry met
in Melbourne on Wednesday for the inaugural
Sheep Sustainability Framework (SSF) Consul-
tative Committee meeting.

The meeting included a blend of produc -
ers and representatives of Sheep Producers
Australia, WoolProducers Australia, Meat and
Livestock Australia, Australian Wool Inno -
vation, state farming organisations, Animal
Health Australia and the Department of Agri -
culture, Fisheries and Forestry (trade and mar -
ket access, traceability), as well as businesses
in the processing, finance and retail sectors
including AWEX, Endeavour Wool Exports,
Thomas Foods International, Gundagai Meats,
Australian Lamb Company, Coles, NAB and
Rabobank.

SSF Sustainability Steering Group Chair,
Dr Scott Williams, said the Consultative Com -
mittee meeting provided an important fo -
rum to share the latest developments of the
Framework, seek feedback from industry and
collect valuable insights to inform future pri -

Biosecurity response bolstered

The Albanese Government has introduced
changes to bolster Australia’s ability to respond
to and manage biosecurity risks.

The Biosecurity Amendment (Strength -
ening Biosecurity) Bill 2022, introduced into
the Parliament this past week, will encourage
more thorough reporting of biosecurity risks
entering Australia through air and sea ports.

It will also step up a range of civil and crimi -
nal penalties under the Biosecurity Act.

Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and For -
estry Murray Watt said people who jeopardised
Australia’'s biosecurity system - including air -
craft and vessel operators who fail to comply
with pre-arrival reporting requirements, or a
person in charge of goods failing to report a
reportable biosecurity incident - would face
tougher penalties of up to 1000 penalty units,
or $222,000, if they do not fulfil their obliga -
tions.

Wild dog trappers funding in SA

South Australian pastoralists inside the Dog
Fgnce will tinue to benefit from the ser -
iﬂ

i trappers, with funding for the

m guaranteed for the next four

ars.

Around $2 million will be spent on the wild
dog trapper program to July 2026.

Funding has been contributed by the Com -
monwealth Government, Government of
South Australia, the SA Arid Lands Landscape
Board, Eyre Peninsula Landscape Board, Mur-
raylands and Riverland Landscape Board, and
Northern and Yorke Landscape Board as well
as from Livestock SAs Sheep Industry Fund.

The wild dog trapping program is open to
landowners or managers inside the Dog Fence
who have baited and still experience impacts
from wild dog attacks. In addition to trapping
and removing wild dogs, the trappers also pro -
vide training to land managers to undertake
trapping themselves.

The wild dog trappers work anywhere in -

Sustainability FrameworK-fget:=-=-

orities and improvement.

“The SSF was launched in early 2021 as the
first sustainability framework for the sheep
and wool industries in the world, and this is an
important milestone in its evolution and our
work towards better understanding oppor -
tunities, challenges and impacts in key areas
such as environmental health, animal care,
economic resilience, and people and commu -
nities,” Dr Williams said.

“Having such strong representation from
across industry meant we could engage in a
well-considered discussion of priority issues
capturing a variety of perspectives from across
the value chain.”

He said the meeting also included presen -
tations from subject matter experts about new
foundational Framework data, including: Vi -
sualisation of vegetative cover for sheep graz-
ing regions from Cibo Labs Managing Director
Phil Tickle; Determination of emissions inten -
sity of sheepmeat and wool using Life Cycle
Analysis (LCA) presented by Inegrity Ag and
Environment Managing Director Dr Steve Wi -

edemann; Frameworks, disclosures and stan -
dards: what does this mean for agriculture by
Dr Robyn Leeson, Principal, STR Consulting
and Vice Chair of the Global Reporting Initia -
tive Global Sustainability Standards Board
and SSF On-Farm Insights Report by Meat and
Livestock Australia representative Sarah Hy-
land.

“These presentations delivered valuable
insights into how industry is tracking, includ -
ing the first On-Farm Insights Report which
presents relevant data from the recently com -
pleted National Producer Survey and provides
important benchmarking data for the SSF” Dr
Williams said.

“It enables the Australian sheep and wool
industry to understand where we are currently
sitting in terms of sustainability on-farm and
will allow industry to track progress in the
adoption of key sustainability measures”.

“This data also supports industry in dem -
onstrating it has a clear pathway towards con -
tinual improvement and is striving to be the
most sustainable in the world.”

Farmers Federation welcomes
targets

Ambitious renewable energy targets of 70 per
cent by 2032 and 80 per cent by 2035, major
supergrid infrastructure, a commitment to
keeping a high level of public ownership across
Queensland’s energy system, and a bold vision
for the state to become an energy giant, form
the backbone of the Palaszczuk Government's
Energy and Jobs Plan launched yesterday.

The 10-year plan shows a clear commit-
ment to driving the transition to a lower emis -
sions future with an acknowledgment that
large-scale investment will be needed to meet
the targets that have been set. The regions are
to play a critical role in what is being called the
clean energy industrial revolution.

Queensland Farmers Federation wel-
comed the release of the plan with CEO Jo
Sheppard emphasising the importance of the
Queensland Government providing a clear
pathway through the energy transformation so
that industry can make long-term investment
decisions with confidence.

Managing wild dogs in farmland areas re -
quires a lot of hard work engaging and work -
ing with the community according to West -
ern Australian landholder Debbie Dowden.

Mrs Dowden has just completed a thesis
“Wild dogs, fences and people in the South -
ern Rangelands of Western Australia” which
explores lessons learnt from the Rangelands
Cell Fencing Program to assist individuals
or organisations considering building a wild
dog exclusion cell fence.

The thesis undertaken for a Master of En-
vironmental Science (Research) at the Uni -
versity of New England was supported by the
Centre for Invasive Species and the Depart-
ment of Primary Industries and Regional De -
velopment, WA.

The focus of her study was the 7.5 mil-
lion hectare Murchison Regional Vermin Cell
completed in December 2021.

The success of the project depends upon
the ability of landholders and licenced pest
management technicians to eradicate wild
dogs from within the cell so stakeholders can
return to running sheep and goats.

Mrs Dowden explored the motivations

Managing wild dogs is not easy work with
community engagement simply not about

the deployment of tools into the landscape

by the people whose assets are threatened
by incursions. According to West Australian
landholder Debbie Dowden, it requires human
action, which means working within the
complex dynamics of human nature.

and challenges associated with removing
wild dogs from the cell fenced areas.

She said the lessons learnt from the Mur -
chison Regional Vermin Cell project would
inform stakeholders planning other future
cell initiatives.

All involved: Managing wild dogs a community cc

Her study found behavioural science can
help with designing practical interventions
for invasive species management.

“Improving landholder participation by
removing barriers to that participation and
implementing strategies to strengthen driv -
ers can be supported by behavioural sci-
ence,” Mrs Dowden said.

“This research studies landholder motiva -
tions for participating in the cell fence proj -
ect and examines the barriers and drivers be -
hind human behaviour that will determine
the success of the fence as a wild dog control
tool.”

Mrs Dowden said community action be -
gan when a group of people share a vision
and they, as a community, build a shared
commitment to take collective action.

Narratives are essential for groups be-
cause they increase understanding and em -
pathy and connect people into groups from
which collective action can grow.

Murchison Regional Vermin Cell complet -
ed in December 2021.

“Once a pest is established and wide-
spread, the approach to management is

based on reducing the impact of the pest on
private and public assets.

“This requires effective citizen-based ac -
tion with a nationally consistent best-prac -
tice approach, and the National Wild Dog
Plan was cited as an example.”

Mrs Dowden said the intervention needed
to be delivered via a good communications
strategy that selects appropriate message
framing and debunks misinformation.

She said message tailoring, promoting so-
cial norms and promoting a good neighbour
message were among the intervention strate -
gies.

The study found with the support of ex -
perts with a deeper understanding of be -
havioural science, it may be possible for bi -
osecurity groups to engage some of the less
motivated stakeholders to increase their level
of wild dog control within exclusion cells.

“Understanding how human behaviour
can affect the projects is not a panacea but
having a deeper understanding of it in the
context of wild dog management can have a
positive impact on this and future projects,”
Mrs Dowden said.
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Many businesses rely on their
catalogues being read.

Catalogues in newspapers
are 40% more effective

in generating store traf ¢
than they are when left
in a letter box

1 in 5 letter boxes have

a no junk mail sign

Does your mail
get wet sometimes?

For more information

Contact the Longreach/

Central West Leader team
on 4863 5050 or
advertising@leadertoday.com.au

Longreach Leader
CentralWestLeader
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K tchens

Pea and Mint Risotto

Serves: Method:
Prep time: . -
Cook time: . €
2 serves per portion €
Ingredients: €
f.” __.T L]
€1
L] .€
e o €
. . f.:r:A. L] L]

Recipe courtesy of the Country Kitchens team

Beef Teriyaki Balls

Serves: % S ¢ < & Method:
Prep time: “ 7TMEe
Cook time: "
1 serve per portion €
i,," °
Ingredients IS . .« (FE€
Z ‘ o0 - L]
3 € N
€1
e €
« 77 TMEe .
. Se o
‘ ' EE€
, 2. “.
1 * €
€’ LL]
Y . €
17. ° f.iA.
ne €
— f

Recipe courtesy of the
Country Kitchens team

QLD COUNTRY WOMEN’S ASSOCIATION

COUNTRY  health
wellbeing

pupolrgeot e Queensland

Queensland
Government

Empowering women through education and health is a priority for the Queens land Country Women's Association (QCWA). The QCWA Country Kitchens program, funded by the Queensland
Government through Health and Wellbeing Queensland, supports Queenslanders to adopt healthier lifestyles. To nd out more about the progra m visit https:/gcwacountrykitchens.com.aul.
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COMICS

Bottled Fruit

Insert Brain Here

Doodley Squat

WuMo

Against the Grain

26 TODAY Friday, 7 October, 2022

Bushy Tales

Swamp

Insanity Streak

© COPYRIGHT & PAGINATION: AUSPAC MEDIA

Ballard Street

Grin Bin



No. 101

SUDOKU

To solve a Sudoku puzzle, every number from
1 to 9 must appear in: each of the nine vertical
columns, each of the nine horizontal rows and
each of the nine 3 x 3 boxes. Remember, no
number can occur more than once in any row,
column or box.
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QUICK CROSSWORD

2 Cocktail containing tequila and
h . itrus juice (9)
1 Distress caused by being away c )
from residence (8) 3 Japanese dish (5)
4 Think about (8)
5 Take (6) P
10 Components (5) 6 Mildly irritates (7)
7 Evidence of being
11  Beatles song, — Wood (9) elsewhere (5)
12 Polylpehsmn |§Ignd ©) 8 Visible features of an area (9)
13 EEQI] 15 ;nusmlan, 9 Reptile of NT waters, brie y (4)
hi I_( ) 14 Hired killers (9)
14 Lve Y 8) ) 16  Produce pleasing
15 Respiratory disorder (6) combination (9)
18 Scattered (6) ) 17 One who exposes another (8)
20  Fish that swims in an upright 19  Holiday destination (7)
posture (8) 22 Oily fruit (5)
21 Stand (7) ‘ _ 23 High ground (4)
24 Long, narrow strip of fabric (6) 25  Foundation (5)
27  Atthe beginning (9) 26 Relish (4)
28  Show amusement (5)
29  Form of sound reproduction (6)
30  Turkish symbol (8)
1 Areas on each side of the
pelvis (4)
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9-LETTER WORD

Using the nine letters in the grid, how many words of
four letters or more can you list? The centre letter must
be included and each letter may only be used once.
No colloquial or foreign
words. No capitalised nouns,
apostrophes or plural

words ending in “s”.

-
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No. 101

Insert the missing letters to make
10 words — ve reading across the
grid and ve reading down.

NOTE: more than one solution may
be possible

QUICK QUIZ *

Arugula, oak leaf and
crisphead are varieties
of what?

How many countries are part
of the United Nations?

And what was the latest
country to be admitted:
Timor-Leste, Palestine or
South Sudan?

In music, how many notes are
in a whole-tone scale?

A capsule hotel is a type of
hotel rst developed in which
country?

6 The Hate U Give (2017) and On
the Come Up (2019) are novels
by which US author?

7 Inwhat year was RPGStardew
Valley rst released?

8 Megan Fox (pictured) stars as
Jennifer Check in which 2009
black comedy horror Im?

9 And who wrote the
screenplay?

10 What is albedo?
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LONGREACH FORECAST
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Warnings <Kk i%*%? % % < & ==
See www.bom.gov.au/australia/warnings PN W= g ‘s 44 n 44 D c =
Longreach: Sunny Mostly Partly Cloudy Chance Shower Showers Light rain Rain Storm Showers Windy Dust Fog
Mostly sunny. Slight chance of a shower. Winds sunny cloudy shower orwo (drizzle) storm
northeasterly 25 to 35 km/h becoming light during
the afternoon. .

Saturday. Late shower or two. Australian Government

Isisford:

Possible shower. TEX% Bureau of Meteorology

Saturday. Showers increasing. 2R

Barcaldi¥1e: ? N aww_.bom-gov.au
Y - arnings:

Mostly sunny. Richmond 35 Latest info at

Saturday. Sunny day. Late shower or two.

Central West District:

Mostly sunny. Medium (40%) chance of showers
south of Longreach. The chance of a storm in the
southwest. Winds northeasterly 25 to 35 km/h
becoming light during the afternoon then becoming
east to northeasterly 15 to 20 km/h during the
evening.

Saturday. Mostly sunny. High (80%) chance of showers
in the southwest, medium (50%) chance elsewhere.
The chance of a storm. Winds northeasterly 20 to 30
km/h shifting south to southwesterly during the
afternoon.

Northern Goldfields & Upper Flinders District:

Mostly sunny. Slight (20%) chance of a shower about
the Gregory Ranges. Winds east to northeasterly 20 )
0 kmh g Windorah 33
Saturday. Mostly sunny. Slight (20%) chance of a

shower in the southwest. The chance of a storm in

the southwest in the afternoon and evening. Winds

east to northeasterly 25 to 35 km/h.

Central Highlands & Coalfields District:

Partly cloudy. Winds east to northeasterly 15 to 25

km/h.

Saturday. Partly cloudy. Slight (20%) chance of a

shower about the Carnarvon Ranges in the evening.

The chance of a storm in the southwest in the

afternoon and evening. Winds northeasterly 15 to 25

km/h.

Maranoa & Warrego District:

www.bom.gov.au/australia/warnings
Warnings 1300 659 210

State Service 1300 934 034
Coastal Waters 1300 978 023

A

A7

2= Emerald 30

N
AN

Brisbane 25

Partly cloudy. Very high (90%) chance of showers in

the southwest, medium (50%) chance elsewhere. The A

chance of a storm. Winds north to northeasterly 25to |REAANIRZAVH B §%/9>

35 km/h tending north to northwesterly 20 to 30 2R

km/h during the day then becoming light during the ‘3‘88 2288 2%

evening. .

Saturday. Partly cloudy. High (80%) chance of rain i?,g 1288 Winton 33

most likely in the afternoon and evening. The chance 100 900 :

of a storm. Heavy falls possible in the southwest. 50 600 Q;X;Z Barcaldine 31
Winds northeasterly 15 to 20 km/h tending northwest 25 400 Ll/@@ QL

to northeasterly 20 to 30 km/h during the morning ig 388 e
then tending southeast to southwesterly 15 to 25 5 100 @*~A
km/h during the afternoon. 1 50 Longr each 33

Queensland: mm Omm

Isolated showers along the east coast. Isolated Blackall 31
showers and storms in North West Queensland,

tending scattered in the southwest and southern

inland. A risk of severe storms in the southwest. .

Temperatures below average in central and Southeast Isisford 32

Queensland, near or above average elsewhere.
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October 4, 2022 9am October 4, 2022 World conditions yesterday
T ‘ NIl Forecast Rainfall i Weather Maox - Min
— e L _—— Athens fine 24 16
Today 500. Tomorr 500. Auckland showers 13 8
400 400 Bangkok storms 34 24
300 — || Beijing cloudy 17 6
200 Berlin fine 19 13
100 Christchurch snow 10 -1
50 Denpasar rain 31 24
25 Dublin sunny 17 13
o ’*, I 15 Hong Kong showers 30 26
1000 106&5 12 N Honolulu showers 31 24
e D) Nl Jakarta rain 30 24
e Johannesburg fine 34 15
SATURDAY 10AM mm Kuala Lumpur.  storms 33 24
rF N London sunny 18 9
e \ Los Angeles sunny 28 18
Madrid sunny 27 15
Moscow rain 13 8
New Delhi rain 30 22
New York sunny 21 12
| city Condition Max Sunrise Sunset Moonrise Md8H8et cloudy 18 11
Adelaide Showers easing FHd : : : 15anckland showers 13 8
: _ . ay 5:58am 6:24pm 3:53pm  4:15apht vila showers 30 22
CB:Zikt;ae?fa PRfs@Ie R S%gurday 5:57am 6:25pm  4:53pm  4:54anfoul rain 19 13
In Increasing. Singapore storms 32 23
Darwin Shower or two. Possible stormSurglay  5:56am 6:25pm  5:52pm  5:3028§),y4 storms 27 23
Hobart Showers. Monday 5:55am 6:25pm 6:49pm  6:05akg! Aviv fine 27 23
’ _ === ebAs Melbourne Rain. 19 Tokyo cloudy 23 15
%?9/5{;}/6%}'/2 he°‘1°0€:s°a' tough  coldfront ooy Mostly sunny. Jyesday S:54am 6:26pm  7:46pm - 6:40aGancouver sunny 2113
Zaprstodam’ (hPa) warm front  Sydney Showers. ¥Bednesd@y53am 6:26pm  8:44pm 7:16aMyellington snow 8 2
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Help with
restocking

Information days for Adopt-A-Beast will be
held at Edgely Hall in Longreach on 10-11 Oc-
tober from 10am to 2pm each day.

Adopt-a-Beast is the brainchild of founder,
president and group managing director Na -
thalie Grassi and was started back in 2019 af
ter the floods in Julia Creek and surrounding
areas.

“I've always wanted to be out on the land
with cattle and | can't work so | started the
charity to help the farmers replenish their
stocks during post crisis time,” Nathalie said.

“l want to be there on the land and help.
The reason for me to come out to Longreach
is a) it's fitting — that's where it started it from,
well its where the idea came from and we're
getting ready to do our launch in March.

“l just want them (the people of Long -
reach) to know who we are, what we're doing,
is it going to be a needed charity? We're not for
profit. Eighty per cent of the money we raise
goes to the farming account to buy the cattle,
the other twenty per cent is for running costs
and administration. Everything is so transpar -
ent because I've worked too damn hard to get
where we are now for any nonsense.”

Nathalie said the idea came from Long -
reach but what is that idea, what does Adopt-
A-Beast actually do for farmers?

“We are currently working on registration
criteria, so once we go to the stocking agent
say up here in Gracemere or talk to Elders at
Julia Creek, they know which farmers need
help with more cattle and then they can relay
it back to us. I'm not allowed to buy them be -
cause otherwise I'd buy every damn bull and
cow. But the Stocking Agent will buy on our
behalf — it will be sent through. Say Troy up at
Julia Creek knows farmer Joe needs that sort of
cattle, we'll purchase it and it will be delivered
on their farm for them without them knowing
it's been done through a charity.”

“We're a unigue charity no one else out in

Australia has come up with an idea like Adopt-

A-Beast. That's we choose to be anonymous,
we are not here for the glory we're just here to
keep farmers on the land and help them.”

She said the information day was all about
trying to get feedback from farmers, talking
them about their experiences and what they
would hope to achieve with adopt-a-beast —
what they would like to see from the group.

“It's a happy chat, meet and greet its not a
formal interview or anything because I'm not a
news reporter, I'm just me,” Nathalie said.

“It is open to anybody.

“Because we make our own merchandise |
will be bringing our tote bags to sell and our
donation book and if people want to join and
become supporters of our charity, there are
plenty of forms.”

She said the charity was a group of eight
people, all friends and family, who had helped
set up and organise the charity.

Nathalie said she hoped this would be the
first of many six monthly visits and all those
coming along would be treated with respect
and kindness. She said the group was willing
to help as much as they could in the replenish -
ment of their stock.

“If you need a stud bull and we've got
$50,000 in the bank and you need it to get your
herd up and going we will purchase that for
you,” she said.

‘At the moment we are starting with cattle
and we are only starting with Queensland but
as we get bigger we will add other animals,
goats, horses — whatever and slowly, slowly in-
troduce it Australia wide.”

They are currently looking for donations
from any local businesses to help with their
Christmas raffles.

She encouraged people to come along to
the free event, enjoy tea and coffee and get to
know more about the charity.

IN BRIEF

Annual outing

Every few years or so, the Garden Group visits
Lionel and Marg in their mature garden to see
what they have been working on.

It is a cool, shady well-treed spot with a
fishpond and different ‘rooms’ with all sorts of
interesting plants among the trees.

The visit will be extra special this year as
they were selected as the Barcaldine Regional
Council winners of the best garden in the re -
gion.

Everyone is welcome.

10 October.

Up here for thinking

Mental Health week is the 8-16 October and
there are some great free events in the Long-

reach Region.

Sunday afternoon 9 October come down to
the llfracombe Nursery to pot a plant, listen to
the Longreach Town Band and have a cuppa.

Monday you will see lots of providers and
organisations in Eagle Street, stop in, say hello,
grab a sausage and get a free mini massage
from 9-11am.

Tuesday morning at 9:30am we will be at
the Longreach Wool Pavillion to have morning
tea with the Men's Shed, and Tuesday after-
noon 5-6:30pm there is free tennis and a snag
at the Longreach Tennis Club.

Thursday RESQ is holding a free sausage
sizzle in QANTAS Park from 10-12 and Friday
we have a free painting class at 39 Duck Street
from 10-12.

The Finance Sector Union believes banking
is an essential service and Australians have
the right to transact their banking business
in a way that suits their needs, wherever they
live.

The union's national secretary Julia An -
grisano said they were calling on the Federal
Government to inquire into the provision
of local banking services, particularly in re -
gional areas and supported calls for a mora -
torium on regional bank closures.

“The report tabled by the so-called Task -
force needs to be pulped and we need to start
again. We need a proper inquiry, not just the
banks talking to themselves,” she said.

“Bank branch closures have a devastat-
ing impact on small towns and regional
centres. Older people who are not comput -
er literate feel the impact most as they are
forced to travel longer distances to do their
banking over the counter.

Union protests bank e

“Closure of branches can impact farm -
ers and local businesses, which are used to
applying for loans and overdrafts at local
branches.

“Dont believe the banks when they
claim customers prefer banking online.
Our members tell us that the numbers of
‘over the counter transactions each day
are counted up and once a limit is reached,
customers are taken to a computer inside
the branch or to an ATM outside and shown
how to do their banking online.

“We want laws to require the banks to
provide a minimum level of service to cus -
tomers and stop cannibalising their local
branch network.”

,Ms Angrisano said.according to inde -
pendent research by banking writer Dale
Webster, 64 per cent of bank branches in
regional Australia have closed since 1975.
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Pitched competition

By Michael Lloyd

Senior Cricket started back last Friday night
with a rematch of last year’s final between the
Birdcage and the Wellshot hotels.

With the new pitch going in soon, the se -
nior competition will be one round and a final
S0 a win was vital for both teams if they want to
progress to the season decider.

The Birdcage batted first and put on 9/129
of their 20 overs.

Ash Boyd continued his good form from last
season scoring 48, with Dan Walker contribut -
ing a lively 27, with Joe Ryan (15no) the only
other batsman to make double figures.

The wickets were evenly shared among the
Wellshot bowlers with the standouts being
Alistair Emmott (2/6 off 2) and James Batt (1/6
off 2).

Faced with a reasonable total on a newly
formed pitch, the Wellshot batsmen never got

going with the exception of Robbie Johnstone
who belted 77 off 47 who was the only one to
make double figures and was the last man out
with the score of 109.

Joe Ryan opened with a great spell of 2/5 off
2 overs and Ash Boyd followed up his great bat-
ting with 2/7 off 2.

This Friday sees the battle of the Duck
Street Shield with the Birdcage taking on the
RSL with plenty to play for.

By Andrew Watts

Racing returned to Jundah over the weekend
for their annual race meeting as part of the
new revamped Barcoo Spring Fling.

The Spring Fling consists of a bull-ride on
Friday night, followed by Saturday’s action
with campdraft, races and sprint races and
then Sunday, the sprint race and barrel race
finals.

Race Club president Dan Pitman has
been at the forefront of rejuvenating the Jun -

around 300 people in attendance on Satur -
day.

Pitman is also very grateful and thankful
for the support of the Barcoo Shire Council
who helped get this up and off the ground
and improving each and every year.

On the track, it was Emma Bell's day rid -
ing three winners including the Barcoo Shire
Council on Burden for trainer Clint Austen of
Blackall.

Burden led throughout to beat Gypsy Bik -
er and Smooth move by three and a quarter
length, starting $2.50.

Bell's other winners came via Northern
Water in race one for Lisa McGee and her
third winner came in the last for travelling-
trainer Frankie Stockdale on Dubai Moon
who won by two lengths from It's All Kay and
Folarvay.

The other two winners on the day were
both trained by David Rewald and ridden
by Robert Faehr. Lassell was the first of
these in the Braidwood Class B Handicap,
leading throughout to beat Gazzman and
Hot Chocolate. The other winner was Sur -
prise Selection, notching up her tenth win

dah races and it was great to see a crowd of

Bell rings three times at Jundah tr:

defeating Archade and Toecanargie Man in
the Ramsey Pastoral Co Benchmark 55 over
1200 metres.

Racing returns this week to Muttaburra
for take two of their annual meeting with
five races set down to be decided and it is

also Emerald Hundred weekend. Emeralds
feature race for the year and good luck to all
the participants heading around the west

weekend including the many trainers who

are heading to Cloncurry for their TAB meet -
ing on Friday.

AGK

Auskick bac

By Michael Lloyd

Due to popular demand, AFL/Auskick
is back for summer in a short four-week
block starting Monday 10 October.

From 3:30-4:30pm kids can learn
some great skills and collect some fan-
tastic prizes from qualified coaches.

Kids must be enrolled on the first ses -
sion.

We are playing under Duaringa so
please go to play.afl/club-finder and
search Duaringa.

Junior tennis coaching is also con -
tinging.

red ball group will be playing un -
er in the Longreach State School
Retreat Tuesdays 4-5pm (after basket-
ball) and the orange ball group will be
5:30-6:30pm at the courts.

Registration details on the Longreach
Tennis facebook page or contact Michael
on 0409 624 119 for either AFL or Tennis.

Triples play
on quiet day

BOWLS
BY BONES

TONY EMSLIE

Some 30 bowlers turned up last Sunday after
a few weekends of bowlers being away repre-
senting the club or playing in other carnivals.

The day was sponsored by Paula Brun from
Central Western Taxation Services, and we
thank her for her ongoing support.

Ten teams of triples were selected for two
games of two-bowls triples, and | can assure
you that selecting teams is a thankless job
which no one really wants to do. After the first
round of games, there were four teams equal
on 11 points and one team with 10 points.

After a quick break in the clubhouse, we
headed out again for the next round of games.

After another 14 ends of play, the points
were tallied and checked we finally had an
outright winner. The team of Paula Brun, Dave
Ramage, and Dorrie Delaney took the win by

At the crease: Junior cricket comp bégiiis::= =

By Michael Lloyd

Junior cricket starts up again this Saturday 8
October.

All juniors are asked to come down to the
Longreach Showgrounds to be put into their
playing groups and allow parents to ask ques -
tions and sign up.

Cricket in Longreach caters for ages five
and up with three different groups playing un -
der varying modified rules.

Parents who are interested in coaching or
helping out please make themselves known to
their group coordinator or President Michael
Lloyd, with training and assistance avail -
able for those who are new or experienced

in the sport.

Sign-on details will be emailed to past play -
ers, available on the Longreach Cricket Face-
book page, or can be gained by emailing long -
reachcricket@gmail.com Barcaldine Cricket
is also holding their sign-on at the Barcaldine
Showgrounds on Saturday, 8:30am, with de-
tails on the Barcaldine Cricket Facebook page.

We aM™¥ had a big meat tray for a lucky draw
and the winner of that was Bub Barbeler who
then also won the seven-course meal raffle
which consists of a cooked chook and a six
pack.

Bub will be full for a week.

Thanks to all who turned up and especially
the two bowlers we rang late to make it easier
for organisers to make it a triples event.

Lloydy’s Serve o

Summer means a return to a real sporting comp

Its Summer in Australia and that means its
CRICKET SEASON!

We have survived two dud Men's Football
Finals, thank god for the Women having a
competitive match, so now we can turn our at -
tention to cricket.

Many of you will know me being involved
in a few different sports, but cricket has always
been number one.

I'm not sure if it was the TV saturation, the
statistics, the tactical battle, or the chance to
compete that drew me to the game, but since
the age of eight | have been playing this great
game all over Australia.
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From the dusty pitches of Darwin to the
cold green tops in Melbourne, | have loved to
step out in the battle of leather and willow.

Now don't take this as | am any good, |
was ok in my day, and | can recall some good
achievements and | played against some great
names, but | was never going to captain Aus-
tralia, let alone get a game in first grade.

So the Lloyds turn up in Longreach five
years ago and | think oh well, there might be
cricket on somewhere.

SOMEWHERE!

On a great turf wicket under lights!

How great is this!

Over the past 12 months we have added
some new practice wickets and in about three
weeks our new turf pitch will be going in.

These great facilities will enhance the excel -
lent work our coaches, parents and helpers do
to make this the biggest and best junior club
in Central Queensland. Now not all kids will
find the love of standing out in the field for five
hours and then getting out for a duck, but with
the number of innovations and different for -
mats, there is a game of cricket to suit everyone.

And not only Longreach is thriving, but
Barcaldine is also going ahead in leaps and

bounds and we are looking forward to revital -
ising the intertown competition this year.

Winton is looking to build a cricket pitch
and Blackall has some great plans to utilise
their fantastic indoor facility.

Queensland Cricket has been extremely
supportive of all we do out here in the West
and they are continuing to look at plans to ex -
pand the game into more towns so stay tuned.

So you never know, we might have a bud-
ding Steve Smith or Pat Cummins out there on
there on the cricket fields of the Central West,
but | am sure we will have plenty that will love
the game for the rest of their lives.
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River hosts rowing comp

By Michael R Williams

The inaugural Outback Rowing Regatta was
held in both Longreach and Barcaldine this
weekend and was an event that utilised the ca -
pabilities of both towns.

Vice-president of Head of the Outback Toby
Ford said the event brought master rowers
from all over the nation.

“What we have here are predominately
master’s rowing clubs,” he said.

“When you row in a master’s, you can either
run an all men's crew, an all women's crew or a
mixed crew.

“We're blessed this year because we have an
option from each of them.

“We have a series of classes here, as well, in
Ds and Es and Fs.”

The event was brought about after meet -
ings between Mr Ford and locals David Coun -
sell, Bill Ring Rose, and Damien Kennedy,
some of whom would fomr the committee of
Head of the Outback.

‘As a watersport, a lot of Australian rowing
is held on the coast,” Mr Ford said.

‘A lot of us, however, have been contem -
plating on how in the West of Queensland
there are a number of great courses such as the
Thomson [river].

“There was this building idea that we would
host a Head of the Outback and hold it in
Longreach.”

Mr Ford would be able to test his new idea
last year.

“However, last year we were blessed to have
the Vikings rowing club, the sponsoring club
for today’s event [Outback Rowing Regatta],
bring 20 of us out to the outback to row on six
rivers, and those rivers were the Condamine in
Chinchilla, the Maranoa in Mitchell, a small
dam outside Morven, and then we came for
the first time to row on the Barcaldine Recre -
ation Park lake,” he said.

“We were the inaugural rowers on that lake.

“When we rowed that course, we realised it
was perfect for 1000m sprint race course much
like the Henley course in England where two
boats compete side by side over 2000 metres.”

Mr Ford would come to Longreach and find
it would also be perfect for rowing competi -
tions.

“We inspected the potential for courses
on the Thomson and we were very impressed
with the Apex Park shed,” he said.

“The crews, if we brought them up here in
the warmth of summer, could stay undercover
as they prepared their boats for racing.

“We decided the course was optimal for a
10km head race.”

Mr Ford said the Outback Rowing Regatta
was unique in Australia.

“What's unique about this inaugural is we
have a sprint race carnival, and then the next
day, we have a long-distance race,” he said.

“It's very appealing to rowers to come
1500kms from as far away as Townsville, Ta
blelands, Bundaberg, Rockhampton, and of
course Brisbane for two days of carnival, and
of course, two days of seeing the outback.

“What lends itself to the narrative is the
idea of Longreach and Barcaldine: two towns,
rivalrous in many ways, 100kms apart.

“The Barcaldine course lends itself to a
shorter race and the Thomson river in Long -

The Vikings finishing the 10kms race on the Thomson.

reach lends itself to the longer distance.

“When you do sprint racing, its high octane,
its high heart rate, a very fast racing pace.

“When you do the 10km it's a bit like go -
ing for a 10km run—you sort of lengthen out
a slower pace.”

Mr Ford said the event is certain to return
at a similar date next year, pending on the long
weekend.

“We had a few hiccups this year and a few
glitches, but what's been wonderful has been
talking to people from the city, and to get them
to come out here and experience has been
great,” he said.

“When you have a purpose to come some-
where, the journey seems shorter.

“Whereas if youre going somewhere for no
reason, the journey can be quite long.

“l think a lot of people have appreciated
that.”

Going forward, the Head of the Outback has
ambitious plans.

“For the future, we've set ourselves, the lead
up to the 2032 Olympics, a ten-year plan to see
if we can grow the event,” he said.

“We had 11 boats this year, and we're hop-
ing for 20 next year.

“Our ambition is to host the welcome crews
in the west in the lead-up to the Olympics.

“Some of those world-class rowers would
never have been in the outback of Australia.”

The women'’s heat in Barcaldine.

The Vikings setting up on the Thomson river.

The Vikings rowing for their best time in the 1km race.

The Rowley Roberts Golf Day began to cet
ebrate Mr Roberts life and involvement in
helping create the Alpha Golf Course.

Francine Roberts is Rowley Roberts
daughter and one of ten children.

Francine said Mr Roberts passed away in
2012 and the family started the charity fund -
raiser day becaue he was one of the founding
members of the Alpha Golf Course.

“I remember dad started off playing golf
each Sunday under a tree with a few others,”
Francine said.

“I got with the family and started the Golf
day like a charity to put money back into the
golf course and to keep his dream alive.”

his lovely bride in Alpha and started off the
course with a few other locals.

Also a councillor for a few years with Al -
pha Council, he was always involved in a lot
of community happenings.

“Every year we used to play the back 9
on a Sunday and he now has his own green
and hole with his photo on it as a memorial
plaque,” Francine said.

“Dad was a left-handed golfer and on that
hole is a long drive, so when we play it we
have to tee off with one of his left-handed
clubs.

“This year was the 10th anniversary of his
passing so we wanted to make it more spe-
cial, with all the family coming out.

“Mum and dad have 60 great-grandchil -
dren but none of us live in Alpha now.”

This year the event saw about 40 golfers
take part, and a total of 100 gathered for the
day.

“It was sad not having mum there to hand
out the trophy this year, she never missed the
golf days.

“This year one of my nieces asked me
about dad’s life and did up a shirt with one of
his old sayings on it.

“Without losers, you dont have winners,’
he would say.”

The shirt also had an old Jericho council
sticker print that was designed by Rowely’s
son Luke, printed on the sleeve.

Golf day a tribute to stalwart of Alpha Golf Cour

By Karen Simmons and Michael R Williams Mr Roberts was Tambo born and met

‘Aloma Everingham has been a wonder -
ful help with organising and the Alpha Golf
committee only have a small number of
members now, but they have been great too,”
Francine added.

‘As we get older we hope to teach our
younger ones to play golf and take them out
there.”

“There are a lot of prizes and categories
to win in the Rowely Roberts Golf Day with
a Two-person Ambrose, Best-dressed, day
winner with dad’s trophy, runner-up, my sis -
ter trophy, left-handed long drove, and the
main long drive on hole 18.”

Each year the event is booked in about
four months in advance so as not to clash
with other events in town.
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Mixed netball in spotlight

By Longreach Netball Association

Dodgeballers dominated the first quarter
against The Big D's.
A very equally challenging game between
dodgeballers and the Big Ds, with few tough
passes and intercepts between each other, a
great intense fast moving game and plenty of
goals being scored, the dodgeballers came out
on top with 34 to 7
Best and Fairest
= The Big D's: Roisin Wada
» Dodgeballers: Samuel Munns
Sweaty Betty’s dominated the first quarter
against Heelers.
A great social mixed game with plenty of
laughs with the heelers and sweaty Betty's.
Heelers managed to get a few goals in but
unfortunately couldn't beat the sweaty Betty’'s
with a massive goal-scoring game winning the
game 45to 4
Best and Fairest
» Heelers: Will Hume
« Sweaty Betty’s : Isaiah Richardson

e A [Eur’s Teyohep St Dealsy

E&OE. L22-40Q WWW.AMANSTOYSHOP.COM
TP ENERATOR ) PETHOH HIR TROLLEY TOSLKIT TRUGK RAGIP

Includes: Socket sets
metric & A/F in 1/4”,
3/8", & 1/2” drive.
Socket accessories.
16mm & 21mm spark
plug sockets. Pliers.
Adjustable wrench.
Hex key wrench sets.

Metric & A/F
spanners. Screw-
7hp. 4KVA. s drivers. Torx set.
Max Watts: 3100W, 699  Hook & pick set. Ball
Rated Watts: 2800W. Powered by Robin petrol pein hammer. Heavy
2 x 15amp power outlets. engine. Suction head of duty hacksaw.
240v/50hz. 68dB. 18 litre tank. 7' meters. Transfer pump: 500L
Pull start. Torini 4 stroke /minute, 30 000L/hr. Recoill 2@
engine. Sine electric start. 2.5 litre fuel s °2599
wave technology. 1099 tank. Strong & lightweight. B
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3.2 metres long.

910kg capacity - when
used as a pair: 1820kg.
With safety lock.

Made from

aluminium

channel lock.

*569

ORK
HORSE

EOMM HENCIE KRVEC |

150mm (67) vice. s

Weight: 23.5kg. 229

High quality grey cast iron body
and sliding jaws. Hardened
steel replacable jaw plates.
Precision milled slide. 2 hole
bench mount. Max clamp force|
35kg.

12570971-HCA41+4



