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It's been a spooky time in the Central
West with Winton locals marching in
' their chosen costumes.

Here is Peyton Singleton showing
off his scary mask.
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Fossil now a
State emblermnr

A central west Queensland icon has been
named the official Queensland fossil emblem,
the Muttaburrasaurus after a public poll end -
ed recently.

Premier Annastacia Palaszczuk said the
Mattaburrasaurus will join the nine other
unique Queensland emblems.

“The 100-million-year-old, plant-eating
dinosaur was discovered in 1963 and named
after the Central Queensland town of Mutta -
burra,” she said.

‘The seven-metre-long dinosaur makes a
very big statement indeed.

“'m sure it will be an enduring emblem
Queensland can be very proud of.
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Beef roads’
budget win

The Queensland Beef Corridors (QBC) group
of councils have welcomed the federal govern -
ment’s $400 million commitment to fund up -
grades to the beef supply chain road network.

The QBC group encompasses the Barcalt
dine, Central Highlands, Worrabinda, Isaac,
Banana, Rockhampton and Gladstone Regions.

Spokesperson and Central Highlands Re-
gional Council Mayor, Kerry Hayes said on the
day after the budget that they've always been
optimistic, but the announcement certainly
was a good day for QBC mayors, their commu-
nities and local producers.
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Drought |

After a long and heart-breaking 10-year dry the
Blackall-Tambo Shire’s drought declaration
has been lifted this week.

The total area of Queensland drought-de -
clared has fallen again to 41.9 per cent after
three more shires had their drought status

revoked. Minister for Agricultural Industry
Development and Fisheries and Minister for
Rural Communities Mark Furner said Local
Drought Committees (LDCs) recommended
the drought revocation of Banana, Blackall
Tambo, and Gladstone Regional Councils.

S lifted

“These shires have seen average to well-
above-average rainfall since October 2021
and out-of-season rainfall in 2022, which has
led to excellent pasture growth,” Mr Furner
said.

“LDCs in remaining drought-declared ar -

eas will continue to monitor pasture recovery
as temperatures warm and pastures recover."

Mayor of the Blackall-Tambo Shire, Andrew
Martin said he welcomed the news.

STORY PAGE 5

Contact your local Elders agents for more details.

0427 281 936
0417 660 260
0456 697 212

Garry Cartwright
Scott Thrift
Josh McLeod




Tlhe editor's desk

Halloween is an interesting time of the
year.

While I'm not an overly spiritual per -
son, it is fun to celebrate the darker and
spookier parts of our culture.

| know many in our community are
religious, which may make the day quite
controversial.

| grew up religious, which meant |
never celebrated Halloween as a kid (it
also wasnt super popular in Australia at
the time).

But now | just see it as another excuse
to have fun.

| think after a tough cou -
ple of years with Covid,
| think a number of us
could use more excuses
to have fun.

- Michael R Williams
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Muttaburrasaurus
made State emblem

A central west Queensland icon has been
named the official Queensland fossil emblem,
the Muttaburrasaurus after a public poll end -
ed recently.

Premier Annastacia Palaszczuk said the
Mattaburrasaurus will join the nine other
unique Queensland emblems.

“The 100-million-year-old, plant-eating
dinosaur was discovered in 1963 and named
after the Central Queensland town of Mutta -
burra,” she said.

‘The seven-metre-long dinosaur makes a
very big statement indeed.

“I'm sure it will be an enduring emblem
Queensland can be very proud of.

‘Along with our official coat of arms, flag
and badge our emblems highlight the many
wonders and beauty of our state.

“The Cooktown Orchid, koala, Great Barrier
Reef Anemone fish, brolga, the sapphire, and
our official colour — the mighty maroon, are all
iconic symbols.”

The Premier said the popularity of Mutta -
burrasaurus for the State's official fossil em -
blem highlights the importance of dinosaur
tourism in Outback Queensland.

‘A scale model of a Mattaburrasaurus
named ‘Hughie’ is the star attraction at Hugh -
enden’s Flinders Discovery Centre,” the Pre -
mier said.

‘I encourage Queenslanders to get ac-
quainted with our new fossil emblem by plan -

ning a visit to Outback dinosaur destinations.”

Tourism Minister Stirling Hinchliffe said
Cooper or Australotitan cooperensis, un -
earthed west of Eromanga in 2005 was the next
most popular fossil.

“Just over 13 per cent of Queenslanders
supported Cooper — the largest dinosaur ever
found in Australia - as their favourite for the
State’s fossil emblem,” he said.

‘Among the Queenslanders casting their
vote, we've seen a clear preference for land-
based dinosaurs over fossilised plants to best
represent the State’s prehistoric past.

“The big winner of our search for the State's
fossil emblem is Outback Queensland tour -
ism where many of the southern hemisphere’s
greatest dinosaurs are found.

“Thousands of visitors travel to Outback
Queensland every year to walk in the footsteps
of dinosaurs and discover our rich palaeonto -
logical history.

“Everybody loves dinosaurs, they generate
millions of dollars for the visitor economy, and
we want to see Outback Queensland continue
to grow as Australia’s paleo capital.

“That's why the Palaszczuk Government is
investing in a dinosaur tourism roadmap to
highlight Queensland’s best prehistoric expe -
riences.”

Queensland Museum Network CEO Dr Jim
Thompson said while there was an outstand -
ing line up of nominees for the State's Fossil

Emblem, he couldnt think of a more worthy
winner.

“Muttaburrasaurus  has been synony -
mous with Queensland Museum since it
was described by our palaeontologists in
1981, and thanks to the iconic replica skel-
eton that stands proud within the museum,
Queenslanders have come to know and love
this home-grown dinosaur over the decades,”
Dr Thompson said.

“Mutt, as people affectionately call it, is one
of the most complete skeletons of an Austra -
lian Dinosaur and is a great ambassador for
palaeontology and dinosaur history.”

Queensland Museum palaeontologist Dr
Scott Hocknull said Queensland’s Muttabur -
rasaurus was a national icon and global trea -
sure.

“| started volunteering at the Queensland
Museum as a kid 30 years ago and Muttabur-
rasaurus was the first dinosaur fossil | got to
work on,” Dr Hocknull said.

“It inspired me then, as it will do for count -
less budding palaeontologists in the future.

“l used to dig dinosaurs as a kid, but now |
do it for real and | can thank Muttaburrasaurus
for this.”

The next step in making Muttaburrasaurus
the state's fossil emblem includes amending
the Emblems of Queensland Act 2005 to con-
firm the dinosaur’s official status.

Lily, Gus, and Woody Joyce looking spooky.

By Michael R Williams

To help connect with the community
over Halloween the Longreach Police
Station held a scavenger hunt for local kids.

Acting Senior Sergeant and Officer in
Charge Michael Hogben said this was an
opportunity for local families to have a

bit of fun.

“There are some chocolates and different
lollies,” he said.

“This was just a great way to entertain the
kids.

“Its about us connecting to the commu -
nity and police families.”

Halloween scavenger hunt scary (
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Tegan, Imogen, and Emmett Hogden
enjoying the scavenger hunt.
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Acting CEO named

By Michael R Williams and Karen Simmon:

After Longreach Regional Council, Chief Ex-
ecutive Officer Dirk Dowling, resigned last
month a new Acting CEO has stepped up to
the plate, armed with a passion and vision to
see small towns thrive.

Longreach Regional Council has invited
the previous CEO of Barcaldine Council, Brett
Walsh to step in as Acting CEO during the in-
terim recruitment period.

Mr Walsh said Longreach Council just want -
ed someone to steady the ship and manage the
organisation over the next four months.

“I had resigned from Barcaldine Council as
CEO and they were aware of that and they in-
vited me to fill in the role,” Mr Walsh said.

“Council intends to do a performance re -
view over the next three months with me and
make a decision from there.”

Mr Walsh has an accountancy background
and was born in Barcaldine, but has worked in
different places over the years.

“I have visited Longreach many times over
the years for sport, leisure, shopping and
work,” he said.

“Longreach is a larger town but a similar
country town to Barcy.

“I am a tennis player so | know a lot of
people through my tennis days and have been
heavily involved in the arts and through the
arts council.

“Once | settle down I'll become more in -
volved in the community.”

Mr Walsh has devoted a fair amount of his
life and career on developing small towns and
won the inaugural Butch Lenton Award in 2018.
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Remember to Remember -
Longreach Remembrance Day
Commemorations

On the 11th hour on the 11th day of the 11th
month, a minute’s silence is observed and
dedicated to those soldiers who died fighting
to protect the nation.

In Australia and other allied countries, in -
cluding New Zealand, Canada and the United
States, 11 November became known as Armi-
stice Day—a day to remember those who died
in World War One. The day continues to be
commemorated in allied countries.

After World War Two, the Australian Govern -
ment agreed to the United Kingdom's proposal
that Armistice Day is renamed Remembrance
Day to commemorate those who were killed in
both World Wars.

Today the loss of Australian lives from all
wars and conflicts is commemorated on Re -
membrance Day.

For those who can attend, there will be a
service conducted at Edkins Park on Friday, 11
November 2022.

We ask that attendees assemble from
10:15am for a service commencing at 10:40am.

Refreshments will follow at the RSL Memo -
rial Services Club.

This service will be supported by the 3rd
Combat Signal Regiment of the Australian
Army.

Longreach Regional Council Mayor Tony Rayner with Acting CEO Brett Walsh visiting Rob Luck from  There will be an equipment display open to
Barker's Newsagency. the public at the completion of the ceremony,
including the opportunity to look through the
Hawkeye Armoured Vehicle.

For those who cannot attend, we ask that
you still remember to remember on this day
with a minutes’ silence on the 11th hour.

For all enquiries please contact the RSL

h. U

cils because of skilled staff shortages.

“l think the smaller councils will really
struggle when combined with council sustain -
ability and population decline.

“Some hard decisions might need to be

“When | did a small town study tour of the
United States and studied small town devel -
opment over there | looked at the factors that
make up a successful town,” he said.

“My heart lies in growing our rural commu -

nities and I'm passionate about local govern -  made.” Sub-Branch President by email, joshua.ad -
ment and the survival of small councils. Mr Walsh spent 14 years at Barcaldine Re  ams@longreach.rsigld.net.au or phone 0438
“It is a worry for the future of smaller coun -  gional Council. 535 850.

The small but passionate community that
surrounds Aramac rallied behind a local
family to raise nearly $30,000 for Queensland
charity Hear and Say’s Loud Shirt Day cam-
paign, and take out the title of Queensland'’s
Loudest Town.

Thanks to this outstanding effort led by
Kerryn Geltch, on Tuesday, 8 November Ar-
amac State School students will have their
hearing screened by Hear and Say.

Kerryn's nine-year-old daughter, Emily
was diagnosed with profound hearing loss in
her left ear, and moderate-to-severe loss in
her right ear at birth.

“Each year we raise funds for Loud Shirt
Day to support kids with hearing loss, just
like my daughter Emily,” said Mrs Geltch.

“It means the world to us to see the cen-
tral west come together to get behind Emily
and we are so proud that the kids at our local
school will benefit this year from everyone's
fundraising efforts.”

Many children develop hearing loss even

Shout out to Aramac fo
mighty fundraising effol %:

w

after they have passed the universal newborn
hearing screening and Hear and Say CEO,
Greg Elphinston wants to ensure no child

falls through the cracks.

“Each year, over 300 babies are born with
hearing loss in Australia — this humber dou -
bles by the time they are school age,” Mr El-
phinston said.

“Children often develop coping mecha - ;
nisms which can disguise their hearing loss.
Our school hearing screening team tests over
15,000 students across 250 schools every year,
funded, in part, by our generous supporters.”

“We are passionate about supporting chil -
dren to reach their full potential.

“By screening students’ hearing we can
identify a potential barrier to their learning
and help them get the support they need to
thrive in the classroom.”

As Queensland’s Loudest Town, Aramac
will be presented with an official 2022 Loud
Shirt Day shirt, signed by Wally Lewis signed
in the New Year.

= i
Aramac rallied behind this local family to raise nearly $30,000 for Queensland charity Hear
and Say’s Loud Shirt Day campaign, and take out the title of Queensland’s Loudest Town.
Kerryn's nine-year-old daughter, Emily was diagnosed with profound hearing loss in her left ear.
Picture: SUPPLIED

Longreach Private Dental

Providing quality care in all aspects of general

dentistry since 2005.

We are members of the Child Dental Bene ts Schedule.
CDBS is a Government initiative covering dental treatment for
the eligible children aged 2-17.

This is to the value of $1000 over a period of two years used for
most dental services.

Please give us a call to check your child’s eligibility.

Longreach Private Dental
Dr. Mark Zavialov
Dr. Geordie Meekin
Ph: 4658 1283
130 Eagle Street, Longreach

12549017-AV20-22

& NEED AN ELECTRIC

NO WAITING, NO DELAY, LET US QUOTE YOUR J(

RESIDENTIAL
COMMERCIAL
INDUSTRIAL
CONSTRUCTIONS

DATA
SERVICING
SOLAR

NOW SERVICING LONGREACH

TAKING BOOKINGS NOW!
0477 017 098

E:service@electricalproven.com.au/V: www.electricalproven.com.au

12548723-NG22-22
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By Winton Shire Council

During the month of October Winton celebrat -
ed senior members present in our community
with a range of different events and activities.

Winton's Seniors month was successful
thanks to the Winton Shire Council and fund -
ing from the Queensland Government Depart -
ment of Seniors, Disability Services, Aboriginal
and Torres Strait Islander and the support of
COTA Queensland.

Over the one-month period of October
there were 10 events/activities offered with the
normal operation of all 60s and Better activi -
ties continuing.

There was something for everyone; the
most popular on offer was a two-course roast
lunch at the North Gregory Hotel with a cent
sale which saw over 30 attendees.

Showing of the movie ‘What Woman Want'
started the month’s activities off.

The North Gregory Hotel didn't let us down
with a mouth-watering roast lamb lunch part -
nered with an impressive sticky date pudding
and pavlova.

An old favourite ‘Morning Melodies’ at the
Winton library drew a few of Winton's old choir
girls.

Thanks to the accomplished local musician
Jill Doherty for leading and her fancy keyboard
skills.

It was a pleasure to have the majority of
the Winton Shire Councillors join the lunch
prepared by the Winton State School Year 9/10
students.

The lunch was the final assessment for the
students, and they showed great organisational
skills, manners, entertainment, and profession -
alism that we hope will give all students an A+.

4 TODAY Friday, 4 November, 2022

The Winton State School primary students
joined in with a pancake breakfast and as
many games of Bingo they could fit in before
returning to classes.

The primary students picked up the game
quickly and the local Police and Ambulance
were on hand to help.

The group was treated to an impressive
sunset tour to Rangelands with Red Dirt Tours.

How enjoyable to appreciate our local sur -
rounds with commentary which I'm sure we
all learnt something from.

Platters and wine completed a very simple
yet splendid evening.

Not to leave out the crafters, there was an
opportunity to complete a Diamond Art proj -
ect. As promised Diamond Art purses, book -
marks, keyrings, glasses cases and suncatchers
were all available to purchase.

The finished projects all sealed off looked
amazing.

The month ended with a full morning at St
Patricks School celebrating Grandparents Day
with the students.

The day started with grandparent liturgy
and special assembly then moved into a triv -
ia session and ended with some sports and
snacks.

A huge effort Winton, Thanks to all partici -
pants.

Thank you to our caterers North Gregory
Hotel, Winton Roadhouse, Shoprite and Win -
ton State School.

Thank you to the Winton shire Council -
lors, Winton State School, St Patrick's School,
Red Dirt Tours and all volunteers who washed
dishes, prepared snacks and Jumped in to lend
a hand where needed.
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Three more out of drought

By Karen Simmon

After a long and heart-breaking 10-year dry the
Blackall-Tambo Shire’s drought declaration
has been lifted this week.

The total area of Queensland drought-de -
clared has fallen again to 41.9 per cent after
three more shires had their drought status re -
voked.

Minister for Agricultural Industry Devel -
opment and Fisheries and Minister for Rural
Communities Mark Furner said Local Drought
Committees (LDCs) recommended the
drought revocation of Banana, Blackall Tambo,
and Gladstone Regional Councils.

“These shires have seen average to well-
above-average rainfall since October 2021 and
out-of-season rainfall in 2022, which has led to
excellent pasture growth,” Mr Furner said.

“LDCs in remaining drought-declared ar -

eas will continue to monitor pasture recovery
as temperatures warm and pastures recover.”

Mayor of the Blackall-Tambo Shire, Andrew
Martin said he welcomed the news.

“‘After being drought-declared for 10 years
we certainly welcome the news,” Mr Martin
said.

“We (the Local Drought Committees) had
met in February and we werent quite ready to
lift it then.

“But I've spoken to the Minister’s office and
I'm happy with the decision.”

Mr Martin said there are science-based in -
dicators that they look at to have the declara -
tion lifted and they had been reached.

There is hope the surrounding shires of
Longreach, Winton and Barcaldine may follow
suit in the coming months.

Mr Furner said primary producers in
drought-revoked areas can access freight sub-

sidies for restocking and returning from agist -
ment under the Drought Relief Assistance
Scheme (DRAS).

“If a producer believes they are still expe -
riencing difficult conditions in a council area
that is no longer drought declared, then they
could apply for an Individually Droughted
Property (IDP) declaration,” he said.

“This will continue to give them the same
access to drought assistance as a current area
declaration.”

The drought declaration map can be viewed
at longpaddock.gld.gov.au

Under the Palaszczuk Government's
drought reforms primary producers no longer
need to be in a drought-declared area to access
assistance.

For further information on drought assis -
tance visit daf.gld.gov.au or call the Customer
Service Centre on 13 25 23.

- 41.9.
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As of November 1, the Blackall-Tambo Shire is
no longer a drought-declared area.
Picture: LONGPADDOCK.QLD.GOV.AU

Longreach tourist business Outback Aus -
sie Tours will begin to relocate two iconic
Queensland Rail heritage 2000 class rail mo-
tors from Ipswich to their new home in Long -
reach, Outback Queensland.

Currently housed at Queensland Rail’s Ip -
swich Workshop, the RM2034 and RM 2036
have been a part of Queensland’s rail history
since 1971.

The trains are well known for running be -
tween Brisabane's southside going north to
Gympie and Bundaberg.

They were used by Queensland Rail (QR)
Heritage for special tours to Toowoomba for
the Carnival of Flowers and removed from
service on 26 January 2000 but have been re
tained by QR for charter and QR departmen -
tal work.

Their new attraction will be named the
Outback Rail Adventure and will become a
part of Outback Aussie Tours owners, Alan
and Sue Smith’s vision for a new maintenance
facility and rail siding for the rail motors to be
housed in Longreach they have been working
on since 2019.

“Whether you like trains or like the Out -
back or both, this is going to be a new and
entertaining experience in Longreach,” Alan
said.

“We have such a great number of attrac-
tions here in Longreach and surrounding
localities for visitors to come and enjoy, it's
going to be great to add another unique at -
traction to Outback Queensland’s tourism
offerings.”

“Our new and exciting experiences will
begin with phase one—which includes the
Great Darr River Run, the Silver Tail Sunset,
the Historic llfracombe Excursion and the
Old Bluey’s Flyer.

“Future phases will include Barcaldine,
Emerald and Winton.”

“All going according to plan, we hope to
have the refurbished rail motors operational

Historic Qld trains maklng the move up to Longr

The silver bullet rail motors (RM2034 and RM 2036) were built in 1971, fitted with 12.5L
Leyland engines and are currently housed at Queensland Rail’s Ipswich Workshop.

in Longreach by early 2023 with train experi -
ences commencing in May 2023.”

The 22 tonne railmotors which are just
over 17 metres in length, will be transported
to Longreach on a specialised flatbed tilt

truck, travelling over 1100km to their new
home.

This project was supported through the
Queensland Government’s Outback Tourism
Infrastructure Fund.

The upholstery colour shows the era when
they were built, but the heritage trains should
make a comfortable additions to Aussie
Outback Tours operations.

The first rail motor will depart Ipswich on
Wednesday 9 November and is expected to
arrive in Longreach on Thursday afternoon
10 November 2022.

The community is invited to come and
view the rail motor while still on the flatbed
tilt truck on Thursday 10 November 2022 at
5.30pm.

A free sausage sizzle will be available to
those attending.

Alan and Sue have owned and run Aussie
Outback Tours, based in Longreach, for over
35 years, and are passionate about sharing
the Outback with locals and visitors alike.

To stay abreast of the Outback Rail Adven-
ture (ORA) progress and arrival in Longreach
visit their social media pages facebook.com/
outbackaussietours.official and instagram.
com/outbackaussietours/

First Five he

By Michael R Williams

First Five Forever, a state government-run pro -
gram aimed at improving the literacy skills of
young Queenslanders has commenced in Isis -
ford. The program is being delivered to chil -
dren aged 0-5 and is run in partnership with
libraries across Queensland, with funding al -
located by the local council.

“Its happening in Isisford every fortnight,
and then in Longreach every Tuesday,” said
Longreach Regional Council Mayor Tony
Rayner.

“The background to First Five is that it is an
early literacy program and the evidence is that
it connects families to the information and
resources to ensure the foundation for their
child’s literacy development.

“The first five years are so critical in the
development of a child’s brain, and that's why
family life and new experiences are really im -
portant.”

Tickets also
available at
the door

12573964-AV44-22

6 pm Fri 04 Nov 2022 - Doors open 5pm
Save yourself from cooking on Friday night and pre-order|
bento boxes for all the family (or bring your own picnic bask
Follow the QR code for more info and to buy tickets onling

ree

- Self Managed Superfunds

- Audit
Longreach Hughenden
116 Eagle St 53 Brodie St
4658 1377 4741 1800

RingroseOButton
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We also focus on:

- Xero Accounting Software Setup & Training

ccountants
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Ringrose Button have permanently staffed of ces in Longreach and Rockhampton, with visiting of ges
in Hughenden and Blackall. We visit these areas, as well as the Winton District, on a regular basis
are specialists in the Primary Production industry and with Small Business advisory services. We fare
committed to forming close partnerships with our clients as this enable us to understand your uni

circumstances and we can customise the assistance we provide so it suits your needs. Our commitment to
excellence is evident in our hard working teams.

We

ue

- Bookkeeping Services
- Business Services & Advice
- All areas of Tax Compliance

Rockhampton Blackall %
Lvl 3, 36 East St 83 Shamrock St S
4922 8489 4657 4144 %

E: admin@rcba.com.au

Friday, 4 November, 2022 TODAY 5



N EWS LeaderToday.com.au

By Michael R Williams

Students, Teachers, and Staff from Our Lady’s
Catholic School marched down Eagle St in the
name of spreading child safety awareness on
Day for Daniel, named after Daniel Morcombe.

Peter Thurecht Principal, Our Lady’s Cath -
olic School said it was important to keep the
memory of Daniel Morcombe alive and to
commemorate Day for Daniel.

“From that tragic event, children, genera -
tions later are able to learn about child safety
in very practical ways in classrooms across
Australia,” he said.

“I think it's very important to keep the youth
of our country safe at all times.

“We marched down Eagle St past the local
businesses, and | think it's been important
to spread the awareness alive in the commu -
nity—that's the big part of the march and just
letting all of our community know that we're
trying to keep Longreach safe.”

Our Lady’s Catholic School is committed to
education around child safety.

“We do the Daniel Morcombe child safety
curriculum at Our Lady’s and that's Diocese
and wide, and it does play an important part,”
Mr Thurecht said.

“There are three lessons we look to instil in
our students and thats: recognise, react, and
report.

“Recognise is when you start getting those
feelings, butterflies in the stomach, your hair
might be starting to stand up—you get those
feelings knowing something is unsafe.

“Then you have to react, whether that’s to
find a safe adult or a safe place and then report
it to someone straight away.”

Senior Constable Tom Patten from the
Longreach Police Station visited the school to
give a speech on child safety.

“It was just to reinforce the learnings that
are already happening at the school,” he said.

“It is just about being aware of their sur -
roundings.

‘As they get older, they spend more time
alone—walking to and from school or getting

Our Lady’s Catholic School marching down Eagle St on Day for Daniel.

from place to place, so it's about being able to
recognise when they're feeling uncomfortable
or when they're thinking ok, something might

be about to happen.”

Constable Patten said his speech was very

similar to what was already being taught in the
school.

“I's just being able to recognise who are the

people you can tell, where are the places you
can go—we're a small community so we ac-
tually know a lot of people, so we need to be
able to feel comfortable and know who are the
people we can talk to,” he said.

“With the Daniel Morcombe Foundation
going school-wide, we're here to support it.

“We'll always promote child safety through

a variety of means, whether it be on the roads
or cyber safety—all of those things are impor -
tant to reinforce in kids on a regular basis.

“We need to make sure we keep on talking
about it.”

Mr Thurecht thanked ‘adopt-a-cop’ Tom
Patten for always making himself available to
talk.

A new and historic approach to Aboriginal

and Torres Strait Islander in Central West
Queensland will be undertaken as the Cen -
tral West First Nations Health Equity Strategy
is launched 8 November.

Central West Hospital and Health Board
Chair Jane Williams said the health service
had been undertaking consultation on its
First Nations Health Equity Strategy since
early this year.

‘Along with other health services in
Queensland, Central West Health is dedi-
cated to improving the health and wellbeing
of our Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander
communities,” she said.

“To do this well, the health system must
deliver culturally responsive, equitable and
appropriate care, no matter where you live.

“It is completely unacceptable that Ab -
original and Torres Strait Islander people
continue to die on average 10-12 years earlier
than non-Indigenous people.”

Ms Williams said the strategy aims to turn
around outcomes for Aboriginal and Torres
Strait Islander people in our communities.

“This population is also more likely to

have multiple illnesses, low birthweight ba -
bies, poor mental health, diabetes and renal
failure and are less likely to be immunised,”
she said.

“We need to turn this around and that is
what our new Health Equity Strategy is de -
signed help us do.

“But achieving this requires much more
than the provision of clinical services, it re -
quires us to have an understanding and re -
spect of cultural differences and needs, and a
commitment to applying this understanding
across all areas of the health service.

“Our health service is very excited to em -
bark on this journey to improve health and
equity outcomes in partnership with our
First Nations communities.”

Ms Williams said the Central West First Na -

tions Health Equity Strategy would focus on

Six priority areas:

1.Improve First Nations health and well-be -
ing outcomes

2.Actively eliminate racial discrimination
and institutional racism

3.Increase access to better health services

4.Deliver sustainable, culturally safe, and re -

Central West First Nations health equity strateg

sponsive healthcare services 5. Influence
the social, cultural, and economic determi -
nants of health

5.Work with First Nations peoples, commu -
nities, and organisations to design, deliver,
monitor, and review health services

Central West Health Executive Director of
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Health
Dan Carter said the Health Equity Strategy
had been codesigned with the community,
health professionals and other key stake-
holders in the region.

“This strategy can only succeed if we har-
ness the expertise and wisdom of our local
community through ongoing meaningfulen -
gagement and consultation,” he said.

“Closing the Gap is not something that
can be done by the public health system
alone because the reasons for poor life ex-
pectancy are complex.

“Community backing is vital to achieving
better health outcomes.

“We are strongly committed to improving
our services for Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander residents and to delivering them in
culturally appropriate ways.”

y

Mr Carter said eight per cent of our resi -
dents in the Central West, identify as Aborigi -
nal or Torres Strait Islanders, with the great -
est proportion amongst people aged up to 14
years.

“Given the young age of many of our Ab -
original and Torres Strait Islander residents,
we also must be able to resonate with and
connect with young people, quite separately
from older First Nations men and women,”
he said.

“Communicating appropriately and ef -
fectively with this younger demographic is
one of the priorities of our new health equity
strategy.”

Mr Carter said the next step following the
launch of the strategy would be to start con -
sultation on strategy implementation phase
activities.

He said the Central West First Nations
Health Equity Strategy was co-designed in
partnership with First Nations people who
were invited to participate in two extended
yarning phases.

Yarning was undertaken both face-to-face
and online.
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By Karen Simmons

Moving In to Longreach

The word had spread all the way to Ipswich.

“This place is so friendly....there is so much
work here...and affordable rentals too."

Jessica Sullivan and partner Ben Coe had
been knocked back over 100 times in the
competitive rental market of the South East
corner.

Jessica knew of families with little children
living in tents up by a nearby water tower and
didnt want that to be her family’s fate.

She shared with the Longreach Leader this
week what lead to their decision to pack up
their lives and start afresh in the welcoming
community of Longreach.

“It was my mum actually that came on holi -
day here recently, and she said everyone was
so friendly and there were so many job oppor -
tunities here," Jessica said.

“Mum would send me photos of Longreach
and jobs vacancies and rentals on her jour -
ney.”

Jessica, 24 said the couple had the
idea to move to a smaller country town in
Queensland to raise their children but hadnt
known where.

“For 14 months we had been knocked back
over 100 houses mainly around Ipswich, and
our son had experienced quite a bit of bullying
at our last school,” she said.

The couple jumped online after making the
decision to look at Longreach as a destination
and were able to secure a rental property for
their family of six within three days.

“Relatives from my mum’s side of the fam -
ily only live a street away from our new rental
house," she said.

“When we were driving out here | was tell -
ing the kids that their great-grandad used to
drive trucks through Longreach.

“He was Winton boy and my nan was from
the Martin family around Longreach.”

The couple is excited about scoring a large
yard at their new home, having four young
boys aged 7, 5, 3 and 10 months old.

After a week of settling in and getting to
know the town better, they will start the en -
roliment process for the oldest children at the
local primary school.

“We had a walk around town the other day
with our cart to grab some fruit and veg and
check out some shops, and it only took about
an hour.”

Ben, 27 has worked in hospitality for around
11 years but is also keen to gain new skills and
look at other industries.

For those looking for work in the region,
RESQ Plus is a service provider of Australian
Government employment programs and Cen -
trelink agent services.

Welcome to Longreach! Ben and Jessica arrived in Longreach this week with their four boys, Marcus (7), Atreyu (5), Malakai (3), Mack (10 months)
and already making friends at an organised playgroup at Lioness Park. Picture: MICHAEL R. WILLIAMS

They support job seekers and employers in Following the signs to their new home. Excitement builds for the ex-city dwellers as they catch glimpses of country life on their journey
remote, regional communities in Central West west. Picture: SUPPLIED
and South West Queensland.

Their website www.outback - RAPAD Skilling also welcomes those seek  find work in civil construction, travel, tour - and training services to communities in re -
queenslandjobs.com.au is a great place to ing employment in Western Queensland and  ism, and a number of other skills and indus -  gional and remote areas of Australia.
look for new residents to Western Queensland  looking to upskill, with courses, traineeships  tries. Their team delivers federally-funded em -
or drop into their office in Cassowary Street, ~ ©Or apprenticeships. RAPAD Employment Services Queensland ployment programs to support employment in
Longreach and look at the jobs board. The Longreach team can help employees (RESQ) is a national provider of employment  local and regional communities.

selectability

mental wellbeing and suicide prevention

proudly supporting Longreach and the Central West.

v NDIS: support and coordination
v Counselling: via phone or video link (short wait times)
v Carer support: free programs and services

Contact us today!  Let us connect you with the support you need.

O selectability.com.au | 106 Galah St Longreach | 0436 942 994

12568423-SN38-.
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What’s on

Longreach and Central

NOVEMBER

Friday, 4 November

Royal Flying Doctor Service - Mental Health First Aid
Course

The Standard Mental Health First Aid course will teaﬁ??@bBOWIS

Location: Longreach Youth Centre
Time: 8.30am

Barcaldine Golf

Contact: Michael Hayward.

West Community Event [

Longreach Playgroup

Ages 0-5 yrs. $2.00/visit.

Location: Lioness Park

Time: 9 am

Longreach Brolga Girl Guides Meeting

Dance Lessons — Isisford

For more information contact Fiona Ludgate on 0422 772
066 or tf.ludgate@bigpond.com.

Location: Isisford Community Hall
Time: 3.30pm

how to provide initial support to other adults who majdfemore information please visit Facebook, Longredg?pking for fun, friendship and adventure? If you arel@mgiieach Community Gardens

experiencing a mental health problem or mental heaiowls Club

crisis until appropriate professional help is received u#ion: Longreach Bowls Club
crisis resolves, using a practical, evidence-based Act{,or[n1 1 pm
Plan. ime: Lp

Location: New Tech Room, Barcaldine Prep-12 Statd3arcaldine Golf

School Location: Barcaldine Golf Course, Pine Road
Time: 5.30pm Time: 3pm
Beef Dinner Longreach Town Band Mixed Ensemble Rehearsals

Location: Longreach State School.
Time: 4pm

Monday, 7 November
CPR Grant writing and Finance Workshop

Location: Alpha Showgrounds

Little Red in the Hood

Interactive educational theatre for kids.
Location: Longreach Civic Centre

Time: 6pm

Croquet

Contact: Jean Williams on 07 4651 2354.
Location: Oak Street, Barcaldine

Time: 8am

to write successful grant applications.
Location: Longreach Civic Centre

Time: 5.30pm

Barcaldine Men’s Shed

Contact: David Kerrigan on 0427 009 375.
Location: 103 Ash St

Barcaldine Senior Cricket
Location: Barcaldine Showgrounds

Time: 6pm .

Time: 9am
Saturday’ 5 November Barcaldine Ukulele Group
Picnic Races

No experience required and all welcome.
Location: North Gregory Turf Club Location: The Willows Centre
Park Run, Longreach Time: 5pm

A free, weekly, timed 5k event every Saturday mornipgngreach Town Band Brass Ensemble Rehearsals
Everyone is welcome to walk, jog, run or volunteer! .
Location: Longreach State School

chation: Meet at Beersheba Place Time: 6pm
Time: 7am

Morning Golf, Longreach TueSday’ 8 November
For more information email longreachgolf@gmail.coff0S and Better Meeting
Location: Longreach Golf Course LF)cation: Club Rooms

Time: Mornings. Time: 9am

Wool Spinning

Come get artsy.

Location: Longreach Arts and Crafts Centre
Time: Afternoons

Sunday, 6 November
Longreach Community Gardens
Come lend a hand.

First 5 Forever

Location: Isisford Branch Of ce

Time: 9.30am

Families with Children 0-5 Years - Join us at the

Blackall Library every Tuesday morning for the First
Five Forever Program.

Location: Blackall Library
Time: 10am

One hour face-face workshop on how to identify wh
your organisation needs nancial assistance with an

5 - 17 years old then Girl Guides is for you!
Location: Guides hut, 15 Stilt Street, Longreach.
Time: 5.30 pm.

Longreach Squash

Come along and have a bash.

Location: Longreach Squash Courts

Time: 5.30 pm Cost: $5

Barcaldine Lawn Tennis Location: Wellshot Hotel

Contact: Tony Walsh on 0410 522 041, Brett Walsh orime: 7 pm.
0407 981 776 or email barcaldinetennis@gmail.com

Location: Cnr Willow and Fir St

Come lend a hand

Location: Longreach Youth Centre
Time: 4.30pm

Darts at the Wellshot

Warm-up your arms, stretch those muscles and work on
your hand-eye coordination.

Rotary Club Meeting, Longreach

. Rotary is dedicated to causes that build international
Time: 6pm relationships, improve lives, and create a better world to
?ngvmvson River Lions Club Meeting support our peace efforts and end polio forever.

For more information please contact Bobbie Willersdootation: Birdcage Hotel

042758315 Time: 7 pm

Location: Birdcage Hotel

Time: 6 pm Thursday, 10 November
Tai Chi

Social Tennis Longreach

For more information please contact Anna-Marie Moft@ntact: Jean Williams on 07 4651 2354.
on 0417 112 517 or visit the Longreach Tennis Facebooktion: The Willows Centre

Page. Time: 9am
Location: Longreach Tennis Club Social Craft at the Library
Time: 6.15pm

For more information please contact Longreach Library
(07) 4659 0735.

Location: Longreach Library
Time: 9:30 am

Alpha Touch Football
Location: Alpha Showgrounds
Time: 6.30pm

Wednesday, 9 November Barcaldine Golf

Barcaldine Basketball Contact: Michael Hayward.

Contact: Central West Aboriginal Corporation on 07 4&8ation: Barcaldine Golf Course, Pine Road
1226. Time: 3pm

Location: St Joseph’s Primary School
Time: 5.20pm — 8pm

Barcaldine Men’s Shed

Contact: David Kerrigan on 0427 009 375.
Location: 103 Ash St

Time: 9am

Barcaldine Cultural Centre Craft Day
Contact: Karen Brown on 07 4651 2324.
Location: 20 Beech Street, Barcaldine
Time: 9.30am

Hole-in-One

For more information send an email to longreachgolf@
gmail.com or visit Longreach Golf Club

Location: Longreach Golf Course

Time: 4 pm

Thomson River Lions Bingo

Come along for a bit of fun, a night out and help support
our community.

Location: Birdcage Hotel

Time: 6.30 pm

Out and About

Ellen and Darin Rounsevell having a couples trip
to Longreach.

2: Grabbing a Melbourne Cup lunch, Jasmine and
Mark Parsons, Sherleene Kershaw, Tracy Mullings,
and Andrea Dickson.

3: Angela Currie, Hamish Hart and Michael Lloyd
enjoying their Monday night.

4: Lizzy Kearney, Harry and Anna Batt, Ange Arthur,

and Ted Batt having lunch.

Continued page 21
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Scotty was
a champion

Id like to express my appreciation to every -
one who came together to celebrate the life of
Quenton Scott last week.

Scotty was a great champion of our region,
who will be sorely missed.

He made an outstanding contribution to
our community over many, many, years.

Our thoughts are with Alison and his entire
family at this time.

Council is reeling from the loss of another
champion of our community in Darryl Bullen.

Dinky gave Council 50 years of exemplary
service, and | know the whole organisation will
feel his loss.

The community will miss him too, particu -
larly with Christmas around the corner.

Council is a family, and many of Dinky's
closest mates will be there to bid him farewell
on Friday.

Brett Walsh, formerly of Barcaldine Region -
al Council, has commenced as Acting CEO this
week.

He'll be here for the next four months, while
we go out to the market again and recruit a
new permanent CEO.

| look forward to working with Brett in the
interim until a new CEO is recruited, and |
know the community will make him welcome
while he’s here.

Thank you to everyone who came out to
our community forum in llfracombe last week.

We were able to update the community on
the llfracombe Post Office before the decision
was eventually made at Council on Thursday.

The Expression of Interest (EOI) process
ran smoothly, and we're happy with the results.

It was open for 21 Days and was widely pro-
moted both inside and outside the region.

In the end, a number of confidential ex -
pressions of interest were received.

As you will no doubt have heard, Council
has decided to invite all Expressions of Interest
to a formal tender process.

So now Council will prepare a detailed ten -
der specification, and the EOI participants will
be invited to respond.

Those confidential tender responses will be
evaluated against the specification, and a final
recommendation will be brought back before
Council for a decision.

| really cant stress enough that at no point
has Council considered closing the lifracombe
Post Office, nor have we considered reducing
services to llfracombe. This whole process has
been all about seeing if we can get a better out-

FROM @
MY DESK

TONY RAYNER )
LONGREACH MAYOR I
[5

s

Adi

come for residents.

There are quite a few steps to go through,
and there’s still no guarantee the Post Office
will be sold.

It may be a while before we can announce

a result, so | appreciate everyone’s patience as

we take care to get the best outcome possible.

It was great to hear that Longreach had
been chosen as one of this years Australian
Traveller Top 50 Aussie Towns.

Longreach was one of only eight
Queensland towns to make the exclusive list,
as chosen by readers of Australian Traveller
magazine, ranking ahead of the likes of Mo -
oloolaba and Yeppoon. We were the only non-
coastal town in Queensland to make the list, so
it's great recognition for our industry and our
community.

There are two important workshops taking
place in Longreach next Monday 7 Novem -
ber—one for employers and one for commu -
nity groups.

Council, through its grant writing con -
sultants, is presenting a Grants and Finance
workshop for not-for-profits in the Civic Cen -
tre at 5:30pm.

The Department of Home Affairs is present -
ing a Skilled Migration workshop for employers
at the Birdcage Hotel, also starting at 5:30pm!

You can find out more about both work -
shops, and many other events in our region, by
visiting our events calendar at longreach.qld.
gov.au/events.

I'll be back with another column in two
weeks.

If you or anyone you know ever has any
questions about anything happening at Coun -
cil or in our communities, | encourage you to
reach out to me directly. You can find direct
emails and phone numbers for me and for each
of my fellow Councillors at longreach.qgld.gov.
au/elected-members.

If you want to know anything at all, reach out
to one of us — or contact Council directly on (07)
4658 4111 (24hrs), or via email to assist@long
reach.gld.gov.au.

The sweeping reform package unveiled to -
day for Queensland's frontline responders
includes a record increase to the budget for
our SES volunteers.

The government's reforms include a $400
million investment over four years that will
deliver nearly 500 extra frontline personnel.

This investment will also grow the SES
annual budget of $60 million per year, up
from the current baseline of $23 million.

That will mean more SES personnel and
more resources, including crucial safety
equipment, vehicles and vessels, and more
support for councils for certain expenses,
like operational vehicle maintenance and
fuel.

To oversee these reforms, the Palaszczuk
Government will stand up a Reform Imple -
mentation Taskforce, led by State Disaster
Coordinator, Deputy Police Commissioner
Steve Gollschewski.

The Taskforce will work closely with all
stakeholders, including local councils, to
ensure the required changes will be under -
taken in a measured, consistent and cohe -
sive way.

A strength of the SES is its partnership
between the community and State and Lo -
cal Governments — this will always remain
the case.

Sweeping frontline reft

In addition the SES will become its own
separate entity with its own dedicated bud -
get.

Further, given the long-running and close
working relationship the SES has with police,
the SES will be hosted by the Queensland
Police Service's overarching structure and
associated support services.

Emergency Services Minister Mark Ryan
said these changes would provide an en-
hanced frontline response capability when
natural disasters and other emergencies im -
pact the state.

“Every reform the government is under -
taking is aimed at providing Queenslanders
with the best possible frontline support.

“Everyone in the community sees the ex -
traordinary efforts of our dedicated SES vol -
unteers when natural disasters strike.

“By setting up the SES as its own separate
entity with the QPS, with its own dedicated
budget and also significantly boosting its
budget, these changes will result in an even
better resourced and more capable SES.

“This is all about enhancing Queensland’s
capacity to respond to the natural disasters
and severe weather events that we have all
witnessed first hand in recent years, includ -
ing the severe flooding which had such dev -
astating impacts earlier this year.”

LeaderToday.com.au N EWS

Queensland beef roads’
budget upgrade mileston

The Queensland Beef Corridors (QBC) group
of councils have welcomed the federal govern -
ment’s $400 million commitment to fund up -
grades to the beef supply chain road network.

The QBC group encompasses the Barcal
dine, Central Highlands, Worrabinda, Isaac,
Banana, Rockhampton and Gladstone Re-
gions.

Spokesperson and Central Highlands Re-
gional Council Mayor, Kerry Hayes said on the
day after the budget that they've always been
optimistic, but the announcement certainly
was a good day for QBC mayors, their commu-
nities and local producers.

“Queensland Beef Corridors are a regional
road network and critical supply chain for
our beef industry and the logistics around it,”
Mayor Hayes said.

“Finally seeing priority investment and be -
ing a step closer to delivering long overdue
improvements is good news for the local beef
industry.”

The funding was announced as a priority
infrastructure project under the federal bud -
get's Building a Better Future through con -
sidered Infrastructure Investment on Tuesday
evening.

“We are delighted that the federal govern -
ment has sought to invest in this critical infra -
structure upgrade program which we aspire
would be delivered over a six-year program
of works in a collaboration across all levels of
government, industry and the community,”
said Mayor Hayes.

The QBC consortium will seek to secure the
remaining $181M funding component for the
historic investment program from the state
government.

QBC brings together a program of $809M
of works, comprising nine sections, or 457
kilometres, of unsealed beef feeder roads as
a priority for sealing to achieve improved ac -

i =i =
Queensland Beef Corridors spokesman and
Central Highlands Regional Council Mayor
Kerry Hayes has welcomed the $400 million
commitment to fund upgrades to the beef
supply chain road network. Picture: SUPPLIED

cess, as well as upgrading three heavy vehicle
corridors for access to processing facilities and
the Port of Gladstone.

“We have established good rapport with
our state partners and are grateful for their
support and open communication to date. We
look forward to working closely on progressing
the program with a strong spirit of collabora -
tion and innovation, during a challenging time
for the construction industry, post-pandemic.”

The group launched the Queensland Beef
Corridors campaign under the previous gov -
ernment during Rockhampton's Beef Australia
event in May 2021.

)

Personal

Insurance that
works for you

Hannah is a Longreach local who thinks things should be
easy. That's why we offer the option to combine all your
cover into one policy, with one renewal and one monthly
debit. Give Hannah a call to learn more.

Contact Hannah for a personalised quote today
07 4652 8620

Q Elders Insurance Central Queensland Insurance

Kav & Co Pty Ltd ABN 50093006609 trading as Elders Insurance Central Queensland AR No. 254594 is an Authorised Representative of Elders Insurance (Underwriting
Agency) Pty Limited ABN 56 138 879 026, AFSL 340965. (EIUA) . EIUA, acting under its own AFSL, is authorised to distribute Elders Insurance products on behalf of QBE
Insurance (Australia) Limited (ABN 78 003 191 035, AFSL 239545), the product issuer. Visit www.eldersinsurance.com.au to consider the Product Disclosure Statement and
any applicable Target Market Determination to decide if the product is right for you. *Monthly instalments are available for all farm, home, motor, boat and landlord insurance
and selected commercial insurance policies.
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Music to our ear

By Longreach Archival And Historical
Research Group

The Longreach Town Band celebrates 130
years this year. It has a proud and interesting
history. In 1892, the Ah Foo* Family Brass Band
was active in Longreach. It was headed by Jim-
my Ah Foo and his wife Evelina with all 13 of
their children playing in the band.

The family also had a string band—the Ah
Foo String Band.

Their bands provided musical entertain -
ment at the family’s hotel, public concerts and
town events.

Also in 1892, Reid Bros. started a brass band.

Reid Brothers were the builders of Long -
reach’s first hospital in 1893.

Yet another band also started in August
1892 - the Longreach Private Band - under the
leadership of Mr Young.

Unfortunately, it had disbanded by Decem -
ber 1892 due to many members leaving the
district.

The Ah Foo family bands continued on
but after the demise of the Longreach Private
Band, there was now no “official” town band.

In October 1895, newspaper reports state
that “It has often been a matter of surprise and
regret that a town of the size and importance
of Longreach has not amongst its institutions
a brass band available for the public amuse -
ment.”

The local friendly societies (Ancient Order
of Foresters, Oddfellows and Hibernians) de -
cided to get together and do something about
the situation.

By December 1895, a new bandmaster was
appointed (Mr C.J. Davis), band members
were keen to start and instruments were or -
dered.

Thus, the Longreach Friendly Societies’
Band was formed.

In the ensuing years, the band went through
many highs and lows.

The highs were always the quality perfor -
mances given by the band at events including
Sports’ Days, race meetings, Longreach Shows,
benefit concerts, parades and funerals.

Other high points were the periodic acqui -
sition or upgrade of instruments, uniforms,
members and bandmasters, as well as win-
ning awards at Band Competitions around the
state.

The inevitable lows saw the loss of players,
the loss of instruments due to fire, the inter -
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Back row (L - R): C. Kingston, W. Ah Foo, unidentified, W. Mellick, unidentified, V. Gibbard. Fourth row (L - R): W. Rossberg, D, Whitehead, W. Gibbard,
J. Tidswell, W. Perry, G. W. Adam, A. Duffy. Third row (L - R): H. Lockyer, F. Nehmer, V. Lappin, W. Perriman, R. Hodgen, C. Nehmer, R. Adam, J. Browne.

Second row (L - R): A. Davies, A. Thurecht, G. Thurecht, J. Long (Bandmaster), W. Jarvic, R. Thurecht, A. Smith, J. Baker.

Front row (L - R): H. Donnely, M. Loxoran, J. Rossberg, R. R. Rossberg, A. Anderson, R. Holmberg.

Pictures: STATE LIBRARY OF QUEENSLANL
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Back row (L - R): C. Kingston, W. Ah Foo, unidentified, W. Mellick, unidentified, V. Gibbard. Fourth row (L - R): W. Rossberg, D, Whitehead, W. Gibbard,
J. Tidswell, W. Perry, G. W. Adam, A. Duffy. Third row (L - R): H. Lockyer, F. Nehmer, V. Lappin, W. Perriman, R. Hodgen, C. Nehmer, R. Adam, J. Browne.
Second row (L - R): A. Davies, A. Thurecht, G. Thurecht, J. Long (Bandmaster), W. Jarvic, R. Thurecht, A. Smith, J. Baker. Front row (L - R): H. Donnely,

vention of the war years and drought, and fi -
nancial instability.

In 1924, the firm of Edwards Martin Ltd
formed its own band, the Edwards Martin

Brass Band.

At one time, the company employed 120
people and many were keen musicians.

One of the firm's founders, Mr John Martin,
was one of the main instigators of the Friendly
Societies’ Band and the new Edwards Martin
band was formed not in opposition but as a
welcome pastime for the firm's employees and
an additional band for the growing town.

Mr W. Kennedy was the bandmaster.

The band was disbanded in February 1929
and most of its instruments, music stands and
music were donated to the Longreach Town
Band with a request that the instruments be
used primarily by the learners.

The position of bandmaster was always a
prestigious position.

In the early years, it was usually a salaried
position.

Sometimes locals held the position and at
other times applications were received from
all over the state and an import was appointed.

Some appointments were hotly debated.

In one instance, the controversy was about
whether the bandmaster should be appointed
on the basis of having good musical ability ver -
sus their ability to raise a lot of money!

Other bandmasters over the years include:
» George Hammond (1901)

» J.E. Spooner (1906)

» Mr R Grace (1911)

« Tom Guy (1917-1919)

« J.G. Long (1919-1920)

« MrW Crew (1921)

« MrW.M. Browne

+ J.G. Spooner

« Bill McDonald
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M. Loxoran, J. Rossberg, R. R. Rossberg, A. Anderson, R. Holmberg.

= J. Jackson

» Fred Ah Foo (1927-1928 and 1933-1935)
= Fred Webb (1930)

= George Simpson (1937-1938)
= Mr Tab Wellings (1952-1953)
= MrJ Ryder

= Mr A. Locker (1959)

= Alf Partridge

= Archie Carbis

= Bill Tanks

= Stan Emslie

= Paddy Tanks

= Terry Tanks

+ Michael Reibel (2008-2010)

» Lachlan Rich

= Tanya Lloyd (current).

During World War I, the band became
known as the 26th Battalion Longreach Town
Band when it got involved in Army training.

In the 1940s and 50s the Longreach Town
Band would perform for an hour every Sunday
in Edkins Park.

During the 1950s the band provided the
music in the Masonic Lodge hall which was
the regular Friday night venue for dancers.

In 1959 the Longreach Town Band played
for the visit of Princess Alexandra.

It also played for the visit of Queen Eliza -
beth 1l in 1970 and in 2012 for the visit of the
Prince of Wales (now King Charles Ill) and the
Duchess of Cornwall (now Queen Consort).

In 2007 the Longreach Town Band marched
into the showgrounds pumping out the “Colo -
nel Bogey March” as part of the Queensland
Music Festival's performance of “The Greatest
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Back row (L - R): C. Kingston, W. Ah Foo, unidentified, W. Mellick, unidentified, V. Gibbard.
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Fourth row (L - R): W. Rossberg, D, Whitehead, W. Gibbard, J. Tidswell, W. Perry, G. W. Adam, A.
Duffy. Third row (L - R): H. Lockyer, F. Nehmer, V. Lappin, W. Perriman, R. Hodgen, C. Nehmer, R.
Adam, J.Browne. Second row (L - R): A. Davies, A. Thurecht, G. Thurecht, J. Long (Bandmaster), W.
Jarvic, R. Thurecht, A. Smith, J. Baker. Front row (L - R): H. Donnely, M. Loxoran, J. Rossberg, R. R.

Rossberg, A. Anderson, R. Holmberg.

Show on Earth”.

In more recent years, performing at ANZAC
Day services, Christmas Carols, concerts, out-
side the shops, with Opera Queensland and at
numerous other events, the Longreach Town
Band remains an integral part of our commu -
nity — entertaining, fostering a love of music
and offering tuition to anyone willing to learn.
Longreach is proud of its band and is one of
the few country towns in Australia to still have
a town band. Although much has changed
since 1892, we are thankful that the band plays
onit.

*Ah Foo is sometimes seen as Affoo or Afoo.

The volunteers of the Longreach Archival
And Historical Research Group have used all
reasonable endeavours to ensure this infor
mation is as accurate as possible. It gives no
warranty or guarantee that the information is
accurate, complete, current, or fit for any use
whatsoever.

If you believe any of the information may be
inaccurate, please let us know.

This article is proudly sponsored by Smith
Bros., Longreach.
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Qld flight marks a century

By Robyn Wuth, AAP

A century since Qantas winged its way across
the Queensland outback with its first paying
passenger and a bag of 106 letters on board,
Qantas and Australia Post are retracing the his-
toric flight's path.

The first passenger flight between Clon -
curry and Charleville took off on 2 November,
1922.

Outback pioneer Alexander Kennedy was
the first paying passenger, travelling on an
11-pound ticket which, according to a conver -
sion calculation of pounds sterling, would be
worth $1300 today.

Qantas and Australia Post recreated the first
airmail flight on Tuesday, departing Brisbane
airport with descendants from the airline’s
founding families on board.

The anniversary flight is following the
882-kilometre route originally taken by an
open-cockpit FK8 biplane and is carrying an -
other bag of mail in the cargo containing 106
handwritten letters from schoolchildren in
Charleville to kids in Longreach and Cloncurry.

The original flight was piloted by Qantas
co-founders and pilots Paul McGinness, from
Charleville to Longreach, and Hudson Fysh,
from Longreach to Cloncurry.

It took just over two days and became a sig-
nificant milestone for both companies and a
defining moment in Australian aviation.

Mr Fysh's grandson Alastair was on board to
retrace the flight first taken by his grandfather
100 years ago.

Qantas was the brainchild of Hudson Fysh
and World War | flying ace Paul Joseph McGin-
ness.

“They were then in Queensland after the
war and going on a Model T Ford from Long -
reach to Darwin and they said itd be much
easier to fly this - we should start an airline,”
Mr Fysh said.

“And that's how it started on that long, bor -

The Qantas FK8 aircraft, the first mail and passenger flight, at Longreach in November 1922,

ing drive ... and went from little biplane to a
jet engine.”

Hudson Fysh would be the company chair -
man until 1966 and saw his tiny outback air -
line grow to become an Australian icon.

Qantas Domestic and International chief
executive officer Andrew David said the inau -
gural flight was a significant milestone.

“One hundred years ago to this very day,
Qantas had its first commercial flight from
Charleville to Cloncurry - one passenger and

106 letters,” he said.

“Today we're carrying 100,000 passengers
every day and 1000 tons of freight, so that's
been some journey over 100 years.”

The flight also marked the day the airline
won the national airmail contract from the
Postmaster Generals Department - today
known as Australia Post.

The airline operates 11 dedicated Aus-
tralia Post freighters and is preparing for
a record Christmas period as online retail

-

Picture: PR HANDOUT, AAP

demand ramps up.

Australia Post chief executive officer and
managing director Paul Graham highlighted
the importance of the partnership in keeping
Australians connected.

“Receiving mail and parcels from loved
ones is as important to people today as it was
100 years ago,” he said.

‘Australia Post is proud to play an essential
role in delivering to communities across Aus -
tralia.”
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By Winton Shire Council

It was a ripper turn out!

The evening started with a sausage sizzle at
the Winton Neighbourhood Centre before ev -

eryone hit the streets.

About 90 mums, dads, kids and carers
dressed in costumes went trick or treating to
15 Halloween-themed haunted houses and
businesses around town.

Absolutely awesome effort....

12 TODAY Friday, 4 November, 2022
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8 Do you have an event coming ug
N We want to know!

Send the details to editorial@leadertoday.com.au
and we’ll publish it in our weekly Events Calendar.
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THE SECOND BE ST EXOTIC MARIGOLD HOT EL
Seven, 8.30pm, PG (2015)

LEGALLY BLONDE
9Go!, Friday, 7.30pm, PG (2001)

++++

JUMAN J: WE LCOME TO THE JUNGLE
Nine, Saturday, 7.30pm, PG (2017)

++++

SUMMER LAND
SBS World Movies, Saturday, 8.30pm, PG (2020)
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RESISTANCE
SBS World Movies, Sunday, 8.30pm, M (2020)
. - ) -
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g «
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DJANGO UNCHAINED
7mate, Monday, 8.30pm, MA15+ (2012)

™

++++

12 STRONG
10 Shake, Tuesday, 8.30pm, MA15+ (2018)
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THE GRAHAM NOR TON SHOW
10, Friday, 8.30pm
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DOC MARTIN ok ! THE BLOCK
ABC TV, Saturday, 7.30pm e . i A — "% Nine, Sunday, 7pm

THE CLEANING COMPA NY
SBS, Tuesday, 8.30pm
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Out and About

From Page 8

5: Elsie Keene would go on to win best dressed.

6: Richard Simpson and Meg Delahunty having a
great night out.

7 Keeping mouth liquidated, Daniel Saunders,
Mel Jackson, and Abby Hauff.

8: Drinks at the cup, Sandy Williams, Jim King,
Damien Kennedy, and David Neal.

9: Craig Fitzsimmons and Danny Kennedy enjoying
themselves at the Melbourne Cup Calcutta at the

Longreach RSL.

10:  Father and daughter duo, Georgia and
Shane Austin.

11: Beers at the RSL Matt Hunt, V, Roger Naidoo, and
Angela Currie.

12:  Locals networking.

13:  Franki and Julie Stockdale having some
mother-daughter time.

14:  Hopeful winners Andrew Watts, Dan Walker and
Daniel McLauchlan

15:  Patrick Casey hedging his bets. n
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No. 105

SUDOKU

To solve a Sudoku puzzle, every number from
1 to 9 must appear in: each of the nine vertical
columns, each of the nine horizontal rows and

QUICK CROSSWORD

No. 105

! 1 Atlas contents (4) 1 Extremely big in size,
each of the nine 3 x 3 boxes. Reme_mber, no 3 Accepting events as importance, etc. (4)
number can occur more than once in any row, inevitable (10) 2 Actor (9)
column or box. 10  Australian musician and former 4 Heights (9)
eas politician (7) 5  Savoury jelly (5)
Y | u Braid of hair (7) 6  Artless young girl (7)
3 8 1 6 12 Relating to monks (8) 7 Path (5)
13 Stocking (5) 8  Settler (9)
659 | [3] | [A4]|x w9, Sk
; 14  Contingent (9)
l 9 5 2 %?) I(B:lIJylnng) 16  Painting of the countryside (9)
105€ () 17  Removed from power (9)
6 21 Finnish phone maker (5) 19 Furnace parts (7)
gg ]Abancfoned ®) 22 Divided country (5)
5 9 4 3 rregular (7) 23 Russian country cottage (5)
27  States as true (7) o4 L iant (4
5 28 Interpreted (10) 25 Clggrqlan @
29 Absent (4) sight of (4)
medium
> 61 34 DECODER No.105 [ WORDFIT No. 105
3 52 |7]9 f
hard
6 5 112]3|]4]5]6]7]8|9|10]11]12]13
6 14115(16|17(18]19]20|21|22]23|24]|25]|26
8 e HIV
1 / 2 CREEEREEED !
ST| VT
3 8 YNEEECEELNEGRE
7116 |2 f
9 1 |8 T S . f
) Using the nine letters in the grid, how many words of
easy medium four letters or more can you list? The centre letter must
slelvizitiZIglalel| [T1zIv[ETZI8ls9(6 be included and each letter may only be used once.
68/Z|G|€|9|T|c ¥| |€|S|9|c|6|v[L[8]T No colloquial or foreign tf
Tlzlolg8lv|6|s[elL] |6]2]|8|G]|9|T|E]|V|C words. No capitalised nouns,
9|6|T|v|C|S|€|L[8] |S|T|C|8|7|L|6]|€|9 apostrophes or plural
€lv|c|L|8|T|9]6]|G]| [£]9]6]T|E|C|V|S|8 words ending in “s”.
8|/.|S|9]6|€[v|T|C| [8|V|€]|6]|G|9|T|C|L €
Z|S|€]/6]9|8|L|V[T| |C|8|S|L|T|€|9|6|F Y
7|T|8|€[L]|2|6|S|9]| |9|6]|L[¥|2|S|8|T|€E
L|9|6|T|S|V|Z|8|€| [V|€|T|9]/8|6|C|L]|S
hard . os o0 s
8|9|T|L|S|6|F|C|E
€|6/C[V|9|T|L|8|S
7|L|S[8[C|€|T|9]|6
G|2[8|€|6[|2|9|V|T
9/€|6|T|V|2|8|S|L f
T[7[Z|9]8]S|€|6]c "
6/8|€[S|T|9|C|L|¥
L|S|¥[2|€|8|6|T|9
Z|T|9]6]|L|7|S|€E|8
5X5 Who wrote the Australian 7 In 1928, Steamboat Willie was

No. 105

Insert the missing letters to make
10 words — ve reading across the
grid and ve reading down.

NOTE: more than one solution may
be possible
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QUICK QUIZ *

children’s classic Kookaburra
Sits In The Old Gum Tree?

And in what year was it written?

In Nepal, what is Mount
Everest known as?

What is the average lifespan of
a meerkat (pictured)?

Which 20th-century author’s
notebooks were known as The
Blue Octavo Notebooks ?

What is unusual about the diet
of a monophagous insect?

Who was the rst secretary-
general of the United Nations?

10

the rst animated cartoon
talking picture to star which
cartoon character?

What was the name of
Duchess of York Sarah
Ferguson’s mother?

In what year did the parliament
of Western Samoa vote to
simplify the country’s name

to Samoa?
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By Alayna Fong, Maranoa Today

Did you hear there were haunted houses in
town on Halloween?

Two Roma families dug out their skele -
tons and pumpkins to deck out their houses
for all the keen trick-or-treaters and boy did
they just become extra eerie with the big
storms.

Sonya Harland of Mayne Street decks
out her front yard every year for the spooky
occasion.

“The whole set-up takes me a couple of
weeks and although we use the same props
each year we do change where they go each
year,” Sonya said.

The yard had lanterns and spider webs
hanging from trees, a fog machine, graves,
and a spooky photo wall to record the
memories.

Travelling just five minutes away to Cot -
tell Street, Debra Park went one step further
and transformed their entire place into a
haunted house.

It was a jump scare guarantee with hang -
ing skeletons, mummies, ghouls and reap -
ers among the mix of real people with scary
costumes. Lights were also nowhere to be
seen.

Houses make popular he

The haunted house was a very popular trick-
or-treating stop.

Although Debra has done a haunted
house in Toowoomba before, this is the first
time she has brought it to Roma.

It took Debra and her neighbours many
hours to put the masterpiece together, and
luckily the storms didnt keep anyone away.

“Kids kept coming during the heaviest of
rain so as soon as it stopped, we let them
come in and have their fun and they just
kept rolling in,” Debra said.

Sonya and her kids transformed their front yard into a spooky yard.

A human chain forged by

friendship and hope

By Di Stanley, Emerald Today

Worldwide protests against the Iranian Repub -
lic's brutal treatment of citizens came to the
Emerald Town Hall on Saturday when a local
migrant family and their newfound friends
formed a human chain in a show of solidarity.

Afsee and her husband Amir Deirmina ar -
rived in Toowoomba with their children Deli,
now 11, and Alborz, five, in 2019 on a skilled
migration visa in search of a better life.

The couple, both qualified engineers now
working for GBA Engineering in Emerald, are
passionate in their belief that the plight of their
countrymen and women should continue to
grab headlines in the hope of regime change.

The Iranian protests began with the death
in custody of Mahsa Amini, a 22-year-old Ira -
nian Kurd who was arrested in Tehran by mo -
rality police after being detained for ‘improper
attire’ and have spread around the globe.

It is Afsee’s simple wish that her fellow Ira -
nians could enjoy all the freedoms that Austra -
lia has to offer.

“They're fighting for Iran to be like Austra -
lia, a safe country, everyone happy, everyone
living a life and now they're fighting for very

fundamental life,” Asfee said.

“(The regime) they kill dreams, they Kill
hope, everything.

“We lost everything and left everything in
our country to come to Australia for a better
life, for a future, future for my children.

“We started out life in Australia from zero,
no language, we started learning English, cul -
ture, everything from zero.

“We were starting a new life and we will
build a new life and it was hard, but we are
happy to see our children growing here, happy
children.

“'m happy my children will be educated
here, I'm happy with the system.”

Asfee said the Emerald community had em -
braced her family and helped them integrate
into social networks and the school system.

“Emerald is nice, it's more social, it is more
community and | love this stuff,” she said.

“People know about each other more and
you can see we dont have any Iranians here,
just friends.

“These people are my friends, all different,
and it's lovely they're coming to support me,
it's amazing. To me it is amazing.”
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Business leaders Jason Thomasson, Grantley Jack, Jack Trenaman, and Kelly Appleton want

action on the Rockhampton Ring Road.

Road action

By Matthew Pearce, Tqay

Rockhampton industry leaders are heading to
Canberra to demand action on the Rockhamp -
ton Ring Road.

The Start Rockhampton Ring Road group
will hold a rally this Friday at 777 Yaamba
Road, Parkhurst from 10.30am, for people to
voice their support for the Rockhampton Ring
Road project.

Attendees will include Senator Malcolm
Roberts, Member for Capricornia Michelle
Landry, Senator Matt Canavan and commu -
nity leaders.

Following the rally, a convoy will depart
for Canberra to request a meeting with Prime
Minister Anthony Albanese to discuss the need
to start the Ring Road now.

SMW Group CEO Jack Trenaman said busk
ness leaders wanted to “start the ring road

and stop the politics".

“All the community, employees, myself and
other businesses wish for is that the political
promises regarding the Rockhampton Ring
Road project are fulfilled for a 2023 start,” he
said.

“There’s surplus skilled work coming out of
Rookwood Weir and Shoalwater Bay construc -
tion jobs by the end of 2022 and are ready to
step straight into the Rockhampton Ring Road
starting in February 2023.“

He said the group had overwhelming sup -
port from the business community and the
greater Rocky region to get the project back in
the Federal Budget.

JRT Group director Jason Thomasson said
he expected an impressive turnout for the con -
voy that would show the government that local
industry leaders meant business.

Rural

Pleasant on Poplar
28 Poplar Street, Barcaldine, Qld

children’s or family room

Steel adjustable stumping

business centre

raywhitelongreach.com.au

i 3 bedrooms, all with built in wardrobes
T Main combined living and dining area, second

Split system air-conditioning throughout
Large rear deck, lockable garage + garden shed

Located within a minutes™ walk to Barcaldine’s

RayWhite

Sale
$225,000

Rhys Peacock
0458 582 345

Ray White
Longreach |
Barcaldine

12574268-DL44-22

*approx.
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G ard e n i n g Neil Fisher

Jacaranda White Christmas, Blackall. Jacaranda White Christmas.

White Jacaranda a stunner

One of my favourite shade trees is the beauti-
ful flowering Jacaranda.

With its delicate, misty lavender flowers and
fern-like foliage this deciduous tree has long
been grown for the floral display but just think
if you could have trees of mauve and white?

Did you know that there is a white flowering
variety of Jacaranda?

Imagine a tree in full bloom surrounded by
a carpet of white.

There is a garden in Garden Street, Blackall
that has both white and mauve flowering vari -
eties in bloom at the moment.

And even at the final stage of the flowering
season the colour display of mauve and white
is worthy of duplication in other communities.

So picture a streetscape with an avenue of
trees in western Queensland that blankets the
town in mauve and white blankets.

How impressive would that look to local
residents and tourists?

Well, that could be a possibility with plant -
ing Jacaranda mimosifolia alba.

Jacaranda mimosifolia alba or Jacaranda
White Christmas as it is commercially known.

You could expect this Jacaranda to reach a
height of eight to 10 metres, and up to six me -
tres across when fully mature, similar to the
mauve flower variety. Jacaranda is also known
as False Rosewood, the timber of this tree can
be quite useful in the manufacture of furniture
and cabinets.

The wood is semi-hard and yellowish in co -
lour.

They prefer well-drained soil in a sunny po -
sition.

If the tree is given too much water prior to
flowering, the foliage will engulf the buds and
you will lose the startling effect of the flower -
ing.

It is believed that the first white flowering
Jacaranda to be grown in this country was
brought into Australia by a doctor from Bellin -
gen, NSW in 1960.

Dr George Hewitt sourced the rare white
Jacaranda from a collector in Florida who had
obtained plants from Brazil.

Jacarandas have a comfortable spreading
habit that seems to invite gardeners to place
Elkhorns and Staghorns on the trunk.

As the roots spread far, being so near the
surface and hungry feeders, it is difficult to
grow some varieties of shrubs or annuals
around the base of the trunk.

The tree has an irregular-shaped growing
pattern unless staked when young, although
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this habit can be used to advantage to train the

tree to grow into unusual positions.

While Central Queensland has some beau-

tiful specimens of Jacaranda, it is hard to be -
lieve that the tree is naturally found in the
high-and-dry deserts of Brazil, Bolivia, and
Argentina.
DID YOU KNOW?
The Jacaranda has been a significant and suc
cessful invader (or pest) in the northern and
eastern parts of South Africa, infesting areas
of savanna, woodland and forests in sheltered
situations.
AFTER STORM PRUNING
If you have a shrub or tree that has been storm
damaged, and you are now wondering if you
should remove it completely from the garden
and replace it, you should think about how
long it has taken to establish the plant to its
current size.

It would seem a shame to waste all of those
growing years, especially when it is possible to
make even the untidiest shrub or tree into a
neat and attractive specimen.

Here are some simple steps to rejuvenate that

storm-damaged shrub or tree, providing it has

at least one strong, upright stem.

= Step One: Cut off all side branches in line
with the main stem.

» Step Two: Reduce the main stem to the
height that you would like the new branches
to be.

= Step Three: Loosen the soil around the plant,
maybe apply some compost, mulch well and
apply ample quantities of water.

= Step Four: Wait until new branches develop,
with at least four sets of leaves, then lightly
tip-prune the new growth.

Each year, cut the plant right back by up to
one-third of the plant’s growth, and continue
trimming and tip-pruning the new growth
throughout the year. When you notice any
branches that look out of place in the shape
you want, or that look sparsely foliaged, re -
move them immediately so that a new young
branch can take its place.

The best time to prune flowering shrubs is
after the main flush of blooms has died off.

It is important to remember that most
flowers form on one-year-old stems, so if you
prune too early, many blooms can be lost.

Foliage plants are best to be cut back in late
winter so that they will produce masses of co -
lourful new growth in spring.

But if the Foliage plants have recently been
storm-damaged definitely remove the dam -
aged parts of the plant.

Jacaranda.
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Interactive and immediate

By Meat & Livestock Australia

Australia's red meat producers are being en -
couraged to subscribe to Meat & Livestock
Australia’s (MLA) enhanced interactive market
reports to get the latest and most relevant in -
formation for their businesses—and be in with
the chance to win $1,000 of fuel.

MLAs National Livestock Reporting Ser -
vice (NLRS) is the leading provider of livestock
market data and insights in Australia, includ -
ing saleyard market reports covering over 60
livestock auctions in approximately 50 region -
al locations every week.

With Australia’s red meat and livestock in -
dustry operating in an increasingly complex
and dynamic global market, MLA has devel -
oped a range of interactive online reports
which have greater functionality and more

options for users to generate customised data
that's most relevant to their livestock business.

NLRS Manager, Stephanie Pitt, said the
enhanced reports were part of the ongoing
commitment from NLRS to promote price
transparency across the Australian red meat
industry by reporting livestock supply and
price information.

“The greater adoption of smartphones and
tablets as the preferred method to access in-
formation across our industry has driven the
demand for content that is interactive and
compatible with reduced screen sizes,” Ms Pitt
said.

“The enhanced interactive online saleyard
market reports and indicators allow users to
customise, filter, chart and download all mar -
ket report data.

“Additional filters and features enable pro -
ducers to make data-driven decisions about
where and when they market their cattle and
sheep.

“Sheep and cattle indicator reports now
have two additional filters, including a state
filter and a region filter. Indicator reports are
updated within an hour of the conclusion of all
NLRS markets each day.”

Ms Pitt said all pricing indicators for sheep
and cattle have an export feature built into
their dashboard, providing easier and faster
access to raw pricing data underpinning indi -
cators.

“This feature also serves to provide the
broader industry with greater transparency of
the raw pricing data which the indicators de -
liver,” Ms Pitt said.

“Sheep and cattle saleyard market reports
now enable users to select different markets
across states and across Australia.

“New filters for the livestock category and
types of buyers operating in the selected mar -
kets enable more in-depth analysis for users.
Users can also drill down further into weight
types, categories, and fat and muscle scores.”

NLRS offers a free email subscription ser-
vice for all reports produced, delivering them
directly into a subscriber’s inbox.

Audio versions of the market commentary
are also available for users to listen to, includ -
ing historical reports from the previous two
weeks.

All new subscribers have the opportunity to
win a $1,000 fuel card if they subscribe before
31 December 2022.

By Michael Guerin, AgForce CEO

Sssh, | have a secret...

No, I'm not Batman (my wife can vouch
for that).

But what if | told you | knew of a way for
landholders to measure their natural capital
condition, broaden their income streams,
AND reduce their carbon footprint?

Well, it just so happens that | do. This year
has seen the launch of our ground-breaking
AgCarE initiative, which enables farmers to
do just that.

And as Australia signs up to the Global
Methane Pledge, the time has come to share
the good work that AgForce and our produc -
ers are already doing to save the planet.

While the nation waits to see what ac-
tion the Federal Government will take to
contribute to the Pledge’s methane target,
Queensland farmers are already on the job.

Through AgCarE, our producers are ac-
tively identifying potential carbon saving
projects on their land, which enables them
to offset their emissions and sell off the dif -
ference.

What sets this apart from other carbon
schemes is that it has been developed by
farmers for farmers and therefore considers
the types of issues — the rewarding and the
challenging — that come from years of first-
hand experience working the land.

Importantly, it puts landholders in the
driver’s seat, allowing them to take control of
their natural assets and giving them a voice
they otherwise might not have.

What's more, AgCarE benefits not only
producers and agriculture, but also our
landscapes and the environment.

With this in mind, it's time the Govern -
ment acknowledged that farmers are doing

AgForce CEO Michael Guerin

the right thing and made good on its prom -
ises not to impose taxes and restrictions on
agriculture as a result of the Global Methane
Pledge.

As responsible custodians of the land
and our nation's true environmentalists, our
farmers will never shy away from playing

AgCark: How our farmers are farin

their part when it comes to helping reduce
our country’s carbon emissions.

But if the work we do continues to go
largely unrecognised, there will come a point
when we'll look around at what everyone
else ISN'T doing and ask, “Are we simply be-
ing taken advantage of?”

Where they rank: Movement among:

By Di Stanley

The Emerald Saleyards has slipped down one
spot to rank as the state’s sixth-largest cattle
selling centre, despite an improved 13.1 per
cent throughout in 2021-22 .

Roma retained its crown as Queensland
and the nation's largest saleyards, with Char -
ters Towers’ Dalrymple Saleyards catapulting
into second spot with a stunning 202 per cent
turnaround from 56,000 head in 2020-21 to
170,492 head last financial year, making it the
second largest cattle saleyard in the nation.

Gracemere's CQLX retained its third posi -
tion, up 18.1 per cent, according to the MLA
survey, with 166,198 cattle through its selling
ring.

The Emerald Saleyards were the subject
of controversy after legal action delayed a
planned $1.6 million expansion to add an ad -
ditional 20 cattle holding yards constructed
with a cap of 800 head of longer stay cattle —
four days or more.

Fifty-two submissions were lodged against
the expansion. Legal proceedings were dis-
continued late last year, and the works have
largely since been completed.

“It is noted that the spelling yards presents
an additional revenue stream noting that the
main requirement with this project was about
improving animal welfare,” a saleyards com -
mittee meeting noted.

At the September meeting, saleyards man-
ager Tim Maguire advised of an incident be -
tween a Central Highlands council employee
and a member of the Emerald Livestock Sell-
ing Association that occurred on-site on Au -
gust 11.

It has since been referred to the Central
Highlands council's HR department.

Commercial analyst Andrew Gissell is to in -
vestigate the possibility that permits be issued
for review and signature, along with annual
agent’s fee invoices.

The saleyards recorded a net earnings defi-
cit of $69,000 last financial year, against a bud-
geted $46,000.

There was $20,914 in employee costs due to
increased overtime.

Wet weather in May and the cancellation of
a number of sales in April contributed to the
loss.

“Seasonally, the whole of the catchment is

flush with grass,” Mr Maguire told the commit -
tee meeting.

‘It is anticipated we will continue to have
low numbers of sale bookings.

‘With the better season across the eastern
seaboard, most producers are in a herd-build -
ing phase and this will present reduced yard -
ings to saleyards’ facilities.

“We will need to adjust future budget esti -
mates taking this into account.

“The saleyards facility continues to grow —
the spelling, dipping and feeding side of the
operation and developing additional relation -
ships with a number of key corporate clients.”

Tenders have been awarded for three capi-
tal works projects being the roof over the dip
draining pen, stairs from the agent catwalk to
the public walkway and concrete drainage im -
provements to the workshop area.

CCTV is under consideration for the site.

Councillor Anne Carpenter told the meet -
ing she was keen to pursue historical photos
and tours or a tourism idea for the saleyards.

A future meeting will discuss progress on
the move to have type 2 road trains given ac-
cess from Emerald Downs hill to the saleyards.

ddumper
Jjobs hope

Queensland agriculture, fisheries and
forestry continues to deliver good jobs
for the economy with the value of pro -
duction topping $23 billion for the sec -
ond year in a row.

Agricultural Industry Development
and Fisheries and Rural Communities
Minister Mark Furner said the outlook
for the sector was strong, with ongoing
bumper crop harvests and high com -
modity prices in 2022-23.

“The sector has started to recover
from the extremely wet start to the win -
ter cropping season with late plantings
in South West and Central Queensland,
but reports strong yield potentials lead -
ing into spring,” Mr Furner said.

“Recent high rainfall has replenished
water storage and soil moisture levels
supporting near record plantings.

“Increased soybean plantings com -
bined with favourable conditions has
seen the sector soar, with the highest
recorded Queensland soybean crop val -
ued at over $50 million, a 125&percnt;
increase from 2021-22.

“Sugar is also expecting a bumper
crop this year with strong prices and
output more than offsetting reductions
in sugar content.”

“The gross value of milk produc -
tion increased by 14 per cent, reflecting
increased contract milk prices, while
wool production was up 6 per cent.”

Mr Furner recognised that while the
industry faced added pressures of ex-
treme weather and biosecurity threats,
the agility of the sector ensured the out -
look remained strong.

“It is encouraglng to see that even

cking demand
Fs gls a heightened
ale) f ats facing live -

stick demand, prices for our largest
commodity are still holding firm,” he
said.

“In good news for consumers, hor -
ticulture has bounced back from the
effects of flooding last year and de-
spite increased costs of production,
Queenslanders can expect to see ample
supplies of quality Queensland fresh
produce this year.”

For details of all Queensland Ag-
Trends commodity forecasts for 2022-
23 visit daf.qld.gov.au/strategic-direc -
tion/datafarm

Queensland’s agriculture, fisheries and
forestry sector is strong.
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tchens

Lamb Rogan Josh

e

Recipe courtesy of Lindsey Nash, Country Kitchens team

Steak Casserole with
Sweet Potato Crust
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QLD COUNTRY WOMEN’S ASSOCIATION

COUNTRY  health
wellbeing

WWWWM Queensland Queensland

Government

Empowering women through education and health is a priority for the Queens land Country Women's Association (QCWA). The QCWA Country Kitchens program, funded by the Queensland
Government through Health and Wellbeing Queensland, supports Queenslanders to adopt healthier lifestyles. To nd out more about the progra m visit https:/gcwacountrykitchens.com.aul.
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COMICS

Bottled Fruit

Insert Brain Here

Doodley Squat

WuMo

Against the Grain

Bushy Tales

Swamp

Insanity Streak

© COPYRIGHT & PAGINATION: AUSPAC MEDIA

Ballard Street

Grin Bin
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Warnings

See www.bom.gov.au/australia/warnings
Longreach:

Sunny. Winds east to southeasterly 15 to 25
km/h becoming light during the day then
becoming southeasterly 15 to 20 km/h during
the afternoon.

Saturday. Sunny.

Isisford:

Sunny.

Saturday. Sunny.

Barcaldine:

Sunny.

Saturday. Sunny.

Central West District:

Sunny. Winds southeasterly 15 to 25 km/h.
Saturday. Mostly sunny. Winds southeasterly 15
to 20 km/h turning easterly 20 to 30 km/h during
the morning.

Northern Goldfields & Upper Flinders District:
Mostly sunny. Slight (20%) chance of a shower in
the east. The chance of a storm in the east in the
afternoon and evening. Winds southeasterly 15 to
25 km/h tending northeast to southeasterly 20 to
30 km/h during the morning.

Saturday. Mostly sunny day. The chance of a storm
in the north in the afternoon and evening. Winds
easterly 25 to 35 km/h.

Central Highlands & Coalfields District:

Sunny. Winds southeasterly 15 to 20 km/h turning
easterly 15 to 25 km/h during the day.

Saturday. Mostly sunny. Light winds becoming
easterly 15 to 25 km/h during the morning.
Maranoa & Warrego District:

Sunny. Light winds becoming southeasterly 15 to
20 km/h during the morning then becoming light
during the evening.

Saturday. Mostly sunny. Winds northeast to
southeasterly 15 to 20 km/h becoming
northeasterly 15 to 25 km/h during the morning
then tending E’ly 15 to 20 km/h during the day.
Queensland:

Isolated to scattered showers and storms north
of Hughenden. Isolated showers in the southeast.
Mostly sunny elsewhere. Temperatures near or

below average, tending well below average in the
southwest.

7///////////_/4 —1024 — mmm

;9}995’/5}/399‘/ hectoPascal  trough  cold front
4hrsto9am (hPa)

VIS S warm front
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City
Athens

City Condition
Adelaide Partly cloudy.
Brisbane Possible shower.
Canberra Partly cloudy.
Darwin Possible storm.
Hobart Partly cloudy.
Melbourne  Cloudy.

Perth Mostly sunny.
Sydney Showers easing.
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What a weekend of bowls

Last weekend the club held its annual Long -
reach Invitation Fours event.

With 64 bowlers attending from areas from
Innisfail to the Gold Coast and west to Clon -
curry, the standard of bowls was fantastic.

The fun and games actually started on
Friday with a jackpot pairs competition with
sponsorship from Matt and the Commercial.

But Saturday morning was the start of the
Invitation Fours which is played over two full In second was the team from Clermont of
days, and once again it came down to the last ¢ poran, W. Cox, P. Boyd and T. Aidulis.
round of six games to sort out the winner. In third place, we had the team of C. Stefa-

After the three games that were played on  noyic, M. Falahiver, G Clarke and A. Crampton
Saturday, the leader board had Ty Jesberg’s 3| from Emerald.

team leading on 54 points, followed by Chris
Stefanovics team with 50 with Corry Dorans  3556ned without major sponsors Tony Bar -
team in third with 48. beler from Pro Tyres, Wayne Lewis from PFD
The first game on Sunday seen Ty Jesberg's | ongreach with help from Gav at the Birdcage.
team go down to the strong combination of To Coral, Michelle, Judy, Gail and the team
Smalley, Freeman, Thurecht and Kent. Stefa- i, the kitchen thank you very much again.

navics team had7a good.win togoto the fFO”t The food was delicious and some of us have
82 gg with Doran’s team just one point behind been in pretty good paddocks, but no one
) . . . ) could resist.

Shawn R){ans team jumped into third on 62. To the brekky volunteers, Terry, Bob, Justin,

After the fifth round of games we had anew  gharon and Paul the brekky's were a great start
leader with Doran's team at 81 points, Jesbergs  {g the day.
tear_n‘back in second on 78 points and Stefa- Just one suggestion, if the Humphries team
novics team at 76. _ from Innisfail come back next year can we

So into the last round and the main game  not have baked beans on the brekky menu. To
was the game between the second and third. Tony Barbeler for his tireless work preparing

It's never over until its over and thats the the green, not just for these major events but
way it was sorted out. all year round, thank you very much.

Doran's team lost to the Barrett team, Jes- To the two behind the scenes Paula and
berg defeated Stefanovic and those results Peter, you both do so much and receive no
sealed the final placings. thanks, I'm thanking you.

In first place, we had the team of Ty Jesberg, A reminder that our AGM is now scheduled
Tony Jesberg, Ray Harmsworth and lan (Boof)  for Sunday, November 27, looking forward to a
Cameron. good turnout.

Halcyon House Brisbane-bound for Stampede

From page 32 Palazzo came from a mid-field position and
Boy Forsters grand daughter Eliza Cal- stormed away from the opposition to win by

BOWLS
BY BONES

TONY EMSLIE

It was a great weekend and it couldn't have

The bowl laying on top of the white bowl (the kitty or Jack) was the shot bowl.

lighan is the owner of New York World and
it was having it's first start for Eliza's owner -
ship and she was able to be the strapper on
the day for stable and obviously very excited
with the win by this six-year-old gelding by

Statue of Liberty who has now recorded four
wins from 30 starts.

In another first Cunnamulla trainer Mo -
nigue Gavin bought up her first winner as a
trainer when the Sabbath, ridden by Tessa
Townsend was too strong in the other maid -
en plate the Quotos Maiden over 1300.

The Sabbath, about 200metres from home
looked to be struggling to pick up the leader
Two Shades with Tuscan Bell also battling on
well after being in the lead however, Tessa
Townsend was able to get the best out of The
Sabbath and the gelding stormed to victory
over Two Shades to win by a length and a
quarter.

It was an exciting time for trainer Monique
Gavin as recording your first win in any sport
iS a momentous occasion.

A horse that loves the Bacaldine track is
Grand Palazzo, trained by Tony Schofield and
ridden by Jason Missen.

In the Benchmark 50 1300 metres, Grand

almost five lengths over the early leader The
Landing with Avision coming home along the
rails to grab third place.

Grand Palazzo has now won four from 24
and has been in the money at three of it's last
four runs but it seems to reserve it's best for
the grass tracks such as Bacaldine.

A horse that struck form at the right time
is Really Really Good and has now recorded
two wins at its past two starts. Trained by Pat -
rick O'Toole, ridden by Robbie Faehr the six-
year-old mare had seemingly been out of its
best form in recent starts but produced a last
to first finish at Blackall at its previous start
and again came from well back in the field
to get up in the final 50 metres over Shema-
demedoit that looked to have the race in its
keeping with Highland Eagle flashing along
the rails to be only three quarters of a length
away from the winner in third place.

Really Really Good has now only won the
three races but these last two runs suggest
that she has turned the corner and more wins
may be in store.

Racing heads to the North West at Winton
this weekend while later in the month we
have the Roma Cup meeting, prior to that a
meeting at Blackall on Saturday week.

Halcyon House took the Country Stampede qualifier.

The second race was won by Boston Belle ridden by Emma Bell.

The QTIS Maiden Plate went to The Sabbath.
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Halcyon House storms In

By Rob Luck

A massive eight-race program in Balcaldine on
Saturday saw the running of a Country Stam -
pede Qualifier open handicap over 1100 me -
tres and the Longreach-trained, Mark Oates
trained Halcyon House, ridden by apprentice
Anna Bakos stormed to victory defeating Nick
the Skip by a length and a quarter with The
Cruiser, close up in third place.

Halcyon House had settled back in the field
off the pace but Bakos was able to gain a rails-
run 200m from home and finished strongly
along the rails and under rigorous riding was
going away from the quality field of open com -
pany sprinters that saw favourite runners Star
Of O’'Reilly and Arwenichy finish further back
in the field.

Halcyon House has been a model of con-
sistency since coming to the Central West for
owners Pam Caroline and Hans and Heels Rac-
ing Group and now trained by Mark Oates, had
displayed in its most recent starts very sound
form in good open company races. Halcyon
House appears to be coming into the right
form at the right time going into the final of
the Country Stampede in Brisbane in early De -
cember and trainer Oates is sure to have the
galloper primed for a big run in the final.

The only double scored on the day was for
jockey Emma Bell when in the first maiden
race of the day, the 1000m Maiden Plate, Bell
kicked-home Boston Belle for llffracombe
trainer Rodney Little defeating All Sorted and
Short Takes.

Boston Belle had, at the recent Mutta -
burra meeting, bolted on the track and was
scratched before the race but on that particu -
lar day showed very good speed and book-
makers were well aware of the ability of Boston
Belle and she started favourite at $2.50. Bell
was able to bring Boston Belle down the cen -
tre of the track to go away to a convincing win
even though quite green in its action, she was
too strong in the end.

Bell waited until the final race of the day,
the Benchmark 60 Handicap over 1600m to pi -
lot Helmet Head to a strong win over Moriconi
and Phylave.

Helmet Head, carrying 61.5 kilos basically
led throughout and denied Moriconi the win
by a quarter length with Phylave battling on for
third.

Moriconi was a strong second after having
won over 1400m leading all the way at Black-
all at it's previous start and is certainly one to
watch but Helmet Head has now recorded five
wins from 29 starts for the Little stable.

Honours were evenly shared across the day
and Raymond Frazer from Augathella-trained
King Coni to win the Benchmark 45 Handicap.

King Coni, ridden by Che
lead through-out to defeat
Purple Trumpet. King Coni

t @

New York World took the fourth race.

ing at recent starts and was rewarded with the
strong win on the weekend.
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KING CONI - Trained by Raymond Frazer and ridden by Cheryl Rogers won the first race of the day.

Last race of the day was taken by Helmet Head.

to kick clear in the straight over Kalmar and
Rogue Star. It was quite a tight finish with less
than a length covering the first four horses .

It was a day of firsts for a couple of racing
participants, trainer Boy Forster produced
New York World for it's first race in the stable.
Jockey Tim Brummell was able to position
New York World on the pace and it was able

ryl Rogers, basically
Pharaohsphere and
had also been plac -

Continued page 31
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Hydraulic ram li pallet
stacker. 1 ton capacity.
Height: 1600mm.
Lowered fork:

Working load: 20 ton (per pair).
Suits tyres with 406mm wide
tread. Height: 235mm.

Weight: 142kg
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L TRUCK RAMP SET 6 DRAWER 254PCE TOOLKIT INVERTER WELDER ENGINE STAND

85mm. Width: with cellulose electrodes. VRD rotation. Rear
330mm - 740mm. E&E bldergv(\)l\évrd E)rac(:joat. tted. Digital control. Stepless wheel spread:
Foot pump g ' amperage control. Rod range 790mm
224kg. 1.6mm to 4mm.
*1695 s
20 TON *1199 349 $149
CAP. Includes:
. 1/4 dr sockets
g%f’dman; \éwd:i.r & accs.; 1/2” dr sockets
$1299 PaIr. o accs.: metric & AF quad drive

450kg capacity. 780mm centrg
height. Front leg length:
930mm. 4 adjustable

arms, 360°

180AMP stick/tig inverter.
IGBT inverter technology.
Digital LCD display. Fan

Internal locking, Hf cooled. 15 AMP plug. For use

duty drawer slides.

combination spanners; screwdrivers;
ratchet driver bit set; hex keys; torx keys;
pliers; cutters; adjustable wrenches;
hammers; punch & chisel set; + more!

12575604-AV45-
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