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Rain impact 
still felt  
in region
Western Queensland was spared the worst of 
it from this recent rain event that has lashed 
the Queensland Central Coast, but despite the 
welcomed cooler temperatures, a number of 
roads are still cut around the region with river 
and creek levels still swollen.

Longreach Aiport recorded 109.6mm of 
rain over a five-day period from Wednesday, 
January 11 through to Sunday 15, the heaviest 
day being last Friday with 40.8mm.

With the rain system came cooler daytime 
temperatures, with Friday, January 13 record -
ing a top of 24.4 degrees.
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After months of deliberation, the controver -
sially named creek in the Longreach Region 
has officially been renamed to Watyakan 
Creek. It is said this new name reflects the 
creek’s cultural significance to local First Na -
tions people.

Resources Minister Scott Stewart said the 
former name Black Gin Creek used racist 
language and was glad the name had been 
changed. 
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Name brings 
new respect

Tourism boosted
Two Western Queensland properties have se-
cured funding to expand their agritourism 
ventures to meet the growing demand in the 
region.

The Ogg family are third-generation Ma -
rino sheep and beef cattle breeders at Ayrshire 
Downs near Winton.

William Ogg said his grandfather bought 
the property after the war in 1952, and in re -
cent years expanded into agritourism, creating 
Ayrshire Downs Caravan and Camping.

The property is steeped in Australian his -
tory; with the Cobb & Co coach pub ruins, 
original shearing shed ruins from the famous 

shearing strikes in the 1980s, and the origi-
nal homestead where Banjo Patterson first 
penned Waltzing Matilda to music.

“This place has had a lot of history with 
tourism and we had been talking about this 
(venture) for years, and finally started it a few 
years ago,“ William shared.

“They used to shear over 220,000 sheep 
here in the 1880s.

“There was an old piano here in the original 
homestead where Banjo Patterson first sang 
Waltzing Matilda to music.”
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The Lost Poet Cafe in Winton has been a smash hit since 
it opened late last year. This year it has continued to serve 
locals and create refuge from recent rain. Here is owner/ 
manager Tahnee Oakhil, barista Crysania Gadd, and former 
employee Jake Schaeche.
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Hot cuppa joy
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Who is your Australian of the Year? 
With Australian of the Year awards, 

Australia Day is a time to consider who 
are the people who make up our com -
munity. 

And while every single person de-
serves recognition for the hundreds of 
small kindnesses they perform each day. 

There are members of each commu -
nity that go above and beyond. 

These are the people who give so 
much that despite often being humble 
can’t help but be recognised. 

Last year we saw the award go to Ben 
Palmer who again this year, has really 
just continued to do the same. 

Noting this, I don’t think awards 
achieve much. 

Those who serve. Serve. 
Recognised or not. 
But I think for those 

of us who strive, it is 
something to consider.  

 - Michael R Williams
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Longreach Police Officer Thomas Patten, 
who has been charged with one case of 
stealing and has since been suspended 
from duty, failed to attend court on Tues -
day 17 January. 

The defendant’s lawyer excused the 
officer who was absent at the Gold Coast 
attending his wife’s surgery, and the law -
yer appealed for an adjournment which 
was granted. 

The case will now sit in Emerald 
Court on 14 March.

Court news IN BRIEF

Clay Target Club notes
There has been quite a bit of rain around the 
area this week so I hope that it has found its 
way to you! 

What a nice way to start the New Year! 
Please note the details of our upcom -

ing AGM: When: Saturday, 28th January 2023 
Time: 3pm Where: Ilfracombe Recreation Cen -
tre - TBC

All members, please come along and par-
ticipate as the executive committee and other 
members discuss key points.

The AGM will be followed by a General 
Meeting—I welcome everyone to attend this 
meeting as well to discuss what 2023 will bring. 

We’ve got raffle tickets to sell to support 
the Handicap Spectacular, which ends at the 
Central Zone in Springsure on 25th/26th Feb -
ruary—$20 per ticket and there are 5x $1000 
prizes to win. Please contact Marto Hoolihan 
at 0429-165-371 to purchase your tickets! 

Our Secretary, Adrian Brown, has also been 
emailing club membership invoices—please 
be sure to find and pay your’s ASAP!  

Maria Pallotta; Ilfracombe Clay Target Club

Banding together
The Longreach Town Band is a community 
group that has been servicing our region and 
beyond for 130 years.  Traditionally a brass 
band, we currently welcome all instrumental -

ists who are eager to play as part of an ensem-
ble.  

The Town Band rehearses most Sunday af-
ternoons and performs throughout the year at 
community events.  We also offer lessons for 
adult beginners and have instruments to loan.  

Please contact Tanya 0411 775 560, Lachlan 
0428215203 or email longreachtownband@
gmail.com.

We are also returning to our Sunday rehears-
als for the what’s happening this week sec -
tion—Sunday 4-5:30pm at the Longreach State 
School.  The Monday rehearsals are still on a 
break at this stage.

Tanya Lloyd; Longreach Town Band

Cricket Trials
There is an early start for Longreach cricket -
ers with Central West trials being held on 25 
January, please contact your school for more 
information.  With this in mind, there will be 
training for aspiring applicants on Sunday, 22 
at the Longreach Showground Nets from 4:30-
6:30pm.  This is for hardball cricketers only.  

The new season for all junior cricketers in 
Longreach will start on 28 January at the Long -
reach Showgrounds, please contact the Club on 
its Facebook page Longreach Cricket or email 
longreachcricket@gmail.com for more infor -
mation.

Michael Lloyd; Longreach Cricket  

By Michael R Williams

After being married and having children by the 
age of 22, Clothe Me and Dusty Blooms owner 
Rhiannon Matthews, has managed to build 
herself up as a small-town entrepreneur now 
occupying the space on 27 swan street.

Her tale is one of diligence, hard work, and 
innovation.

“I had spent a few years out here as a kid 
with my parents who own Foodworks—and 
we had a property, Hanworth Station, and we 
loved it;” she said.

“We were there for three years, and I had 
done some time here at LSODE.

“Out of all the places we’ve lived, I’ve always 
loved Longreach, it’s my home.”

After travelling around Queensland and the 
northern parts of New South Wales, she has 
decided Longreach is her true home. 

And after living outside of Townsville and 
finding the 40-kilometre trip each way and 
having to pay more than what she earned in 
childhood, the decision to move to Longreach 
was made. 

“I love our town, and think it is very impor -
tant for young kids to get to have the experi -
ence of living in a rural small town,” Mrs Mat -
thews said.

“There’s a saying, it takes a village to raise 
a child.

“I think that’s very true.
“When you’re in the bigger cities, there’s 

more opportunity [in terms of options], but 
less opportunity in the way of people skills I 
guess.

“When you’re in a small community you 
have to learn to get along and the importance 
of helping each other.”

Finding a need for a florist in town, Ms Mat -
thews would start her small business Dusty 
Blooms, an operation she still runs to this day. 

“When that was happening Covid was very 
apparent, February 2019,” she said. 

“My first retail space was in Merino Arcade.
“I had that for around 12 months.”
However, late in 2019, the floristry industry 

took a turn for the worst, supply and demand 
became tumultuous as imports were halted. 

“Things began to get really tricky with pric -
ing, affordability and actually being able to get 
stock in because a lot of the import and ex -
ports were not coming in or going out of the 
country,” Ms Matthews said. 

“The flower industry was great to start with, 
but then because of Covid, our local growers 
were struggling to keep up with the huge fluc -
tuation of supply and demand.

“It’s such an important service to have, es -
pecially for funerals and weddings, but also 
many day-to-day things.”

Like many through the pandemic, Mrs Mat -

thews was forced to adapt. 
She would work in a small store in the Me -

rino Arcade, but sales would tighten during the 
most difficult months of 2020-2021. 

“Budgets got tighter for everyone and 
things got more expensive,” she said. 

“Maintaining product was the hardest thing 
because it’s perishable and was difficult to get.”

Then Target Longreach closed, and many 
people struggled to find appropriate fitting 
clothes, giving Mrs Matthews an idea. 

“We had nowhere to buy underwear, bras, 
or jocks.

“Whilst I was trying to keep the retail front 
for Dusty Blooms open, I started up the under -
wear side of things [Clothe Me] next door.

“I would run it myself to start with, then 
had a couple of employees who helped out, 
otherwise it was myself running the two shops 
at some stages”.

“And, Instead of giving up and having no 
flower shop or services in town at all, I took 
them back to the home studio.

“I kept the clothing store going, learnt how 
to fit bras, and just started small.

“Bras and underwear, people were most 
thankful to see in stock.

“As far as clothing, we have a pretty good 
range out here and between all the little stores, 
everyone does a pretty good job at filling the 
gaps.”

Not stopping there, Mrs Matthews began to 
apply her passion for innovation into finding 
the appropriate fit for all of her clients. 

“I like to tailor things and make them a little 
more personalised,” she said. 

“I know, personally, when I used to go into 
shops anywhere, I would think, nothing in 
here is going to fit me.

“So you go in instantly with a negative 
mindset and I wanted to change that for wom -
en especially.”

Dusty Blooms would be relocated to Mrs 
Matthews’ home studio, and she would start 
Clothe Me in the arcade. 

Working tirelessly between the two, Mrs 
Matthews would swap from the shop in the 
arcade to flowers at home after business hours. 

Finally, after catching Covid, she was forced 
to rest, but in that time, after talking to her 
‘hubby’, she was told about her current spot 
on Swan St. 

“As much as I miss our little family at the 
arcade, I do love the new space I am in, and 
wanted to create a lovely atmosphere for our 
amazingly supportive customers to visit to 
thank them for sticking with me through the 
tough times,” she said. 

“But coming in here has been a relief, I’m an 
outdoors person so even having the sunlight 
coming in has been a treat.

“Being able to do the majority of my work 
within business hours has been huge.

“When I walk out of work here at four 
o’clock, I actually get a bit anxious because I’m 
not used to having time of an afternoon with 
my family”.

Mrs Matthews has begun to find balance 
in her life again—managing to hold two busi -
nesses and a family. 

“The biggest thing I can say about floristry 
is that it is also a labour of love,” she said. 

“It’s not a business you can walk into and 
expect to make millions. 

“But as for my family and I it allows me to 
have the flexibility to raise my children and 
you can never put a price on that.

“The hours that you have to put in, and the 
emotions you go through sometimes can be a 
lot.

“But the biggest gain I get from it personally 
is when I have people come in who may have 
had a rough day and have a safe space to enjoy.

“It’s great knowing you’ve made a difference 
in someone’s day.”

A Herculean effort
NEWS  LeaderToday.com.au 

Dusty Blooms owner Rhiannon Matthews is excited to serve the community. 
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Taxing time for medicos
A professional body of Australian doctors 
has warned that the recent ruling from the 
Queensland Government regarding payroll tax 
would devastate an already worsening general 
practice crisis. 

The Queensland Revenue Office has now 
clarified the rules for general practitioners 
who work as tenant doctors at medical clinics 
in a Commissioner’s public ruling. 

The Royal Australian College of Gen-
eral Practitioners (RACGP) is concerned the 
changes will result in increased costs for prac -
tice owners, which will flow on to patients and 
force some practices to close their doors. 

RACGP president Dr Nicole Higgins 
slammed the decision as a kick in the guts for 
Queensland patients.

“While I’m pleased that the Queensland 
Revenue Office has listened to our advocacy 
and will limit audits on practices to the previ -
ous financial year, the scenarios provided of 
what is in the scope of payroll tax in this ruling 
is deeply concerning,” she said.

“It is another nail in the coffin for struggling 
general practices in Queensland.

“Practices with two or more full-time equiv -
alent GPs will be affected. 

“So, it’s particularly bad news for rural and 
remote communities, which are often served 
by small practices with only a few very hard-
working GPs.

“GPs usually work under service agree-
ments with practices and if practices are sud -
denly slugged with payroll tax costs, which can 
be tens of thousands of dollars, they will be 
forced to pass the costs on to patients. 

“If patients can’t afford the higher out-of-
pocket costs, practices will be forced to close 
their doors.”

Unnatural cycle
New statistics published by the Bureau of Me -
teorology indicate 2022 was wetter and warmer 
than average for Australia overall, particularly 
for southeast Australia where persistent heavy 
rain led to repeated and widespread flooding. 

Following the La Nina drenching, emer -
gency services and regional communities are 
gearing up for what could be a serious bushfire 
season, as high fuel loads couple with a poten-
tial return to El Niño conditions later this year.

“Australians will remember 2022 as the year 
of the ‘great deluge’, when record-breaking rain 
and floods, supercharged by climate change, 
left a trail of devastation from Queensland 
down to Tasmania,” Professor Lesley Hughes, 
Climate Councillor and Professor Emerita, 
Macquarie University, said.

“The climate risk to Australians is likely to 
remain high over the coming summer, with 
more rain and flooding expected in saturated 
catchments, a high chance of more tropical 
cyclones, and warnings of a major Japanese 
Encephalitis outbreak that could affect up to 
750,000 people.

“Australians are footing the multi-billion 
dollar damage bill from climate-fuelled wors -
ening floods, bushfires, droughts, heatwaves, 
and storms while the coal, gas and oil compa -
nies fuelling climate destruction are raking in 
piles of cash and paying little to no income tax.

“There is nothing natural about these disas -
ters. They are being unleashed on Australians 
by decades of reliance on fossil fuels. In Aus-
tralia, these same companies are enjoying bil -
lions in public subsidies. “

Police urge drivers to remain flood wary
The Queensland Police Service has issued 
warnings to the Central West region that 
there is a potential for flash flooding with in -
coming intense rainfall. 

This includes the Longreach, Barcoo, 
Winton, Blackall-Tambo and Barcaldine re -
gions, the communities of which have been 
urged against complacency and are advising 
people to stay up to date and stay informed.

“Trying to navigate these hazards, either 
in vehicles or on foot, can be treacherous, 
as water levels rise and fall quickly, and very 
often with little or no warning,” a police ser -
vice spokesperson said. 

“Emergency services are struggling to 
comprehend why some motorists ignore the 
notice signs and warnings that are erected 

on flooded roads.
“Police would like to remind the commu -

nity, it is not only a risk to drivers and their 
passengers, it also poses risk to our emer-
gency services who assist in these incidents.

“Importantly, re-think your need to be 
on the roads as flash flooding can and does 
occur without warning. Flood waters can 
tear away the road surface and result in the 
surface of the road is much more dangerous 
than you know.

“Dirt roads throughout the Shires are 
hazardous to drive on when wet and can dis -
able a vehicle by bogging.

“A vehicle’s power can cut out in the wa -
ter, disabling electric-powered windows and 
locks making a flooded vehicle near impos -

sible to escape.”
The QPS also noted that it was an offence 

to drive through flooded waters when there 
is a sign erected. 

These signs may say: ‘Road Closed Due To 
Flooding Maximum Penalty 200 Units’, ‘Road 
Closed, No Entry Due To Flooding’, ‘Road 
Closed’, ‘Water Over Road’ or just a simple 
‘No Entry.’

If a motorist enters any flooded road, state 
or council-managed, under s83(1)(c) Trans -
port Operations (Road Use Management) 
Act 1995, police may issue an infringement 
notice for careless driving without due care 
and attention, which is a $551 fine.

If it’s flooded forget it. 

Longreach by-election soon
The by-election, triggered by the resignation of 
former Councillor Tony Martin, has officially 
been announced for 11 February and will seek 
to elect a replacement Councillor. 

The Electoral Commission of Queensland 
(ECQ) confirmed it would be a full postal bal -
lot for the 2,485 residents enrolled in the Long -
reach Regional Council electoral area.  

Commissioner Pat Vidgen said nomina -
tions for the new councillor position were now 
open and he encouraged anyone wanting to 
represent their community to nominate before 
12pm on 23 January 2023.

“There are several important steps which 
must be undertaken when nominating, so I 
urge anyone interested to do this as soon as 
possible,” Mr Vidgen said.

A deposit of $250 must be paid for all poten -
tial candidates to be nominated with an open, 
dedicated campaign bank account; and candi -
dates must complete the free mandatory on -
line training through the Department of State 

Development, Infrastructure, Local Govern -
ment and Planning website.

All the information is on the Election Par -
ticipants page of ECQ’s website.

Mr Vidgen said voters would be sent postal 
vote materials in the mail, so enrolment was 
crucial.

If you have changed your address or are 
enrolling for the first time you must do this by 
5pm on Thursday 19 January 2023 to vote in 
this by-election.

“Postal votes will be sent shortly after the 
close of nominations and the draw for ballot 
paper order is finalised. We encourage every-
one to keep an eye out for them in the mail,” 
Mr Vidgen said.

To enrol to vote, check your enrolment or 
update your details, go to the Australian Elec -
toral Commission’s website.

Keep up to date with the Longreach Region -
al Council by-election on ECQ’s website or by 
phoning 1300 881 665. 

Command presence
By Michael R Williams 

Having dedicated much of his life to saving 
lives and managing emergencies, new Acting 
Inspector of the Longreach Command Area 
Greg Vincett is excited to serve a new commu-
nity. 

He moved to the Burdekin in 1981 and 
joined the Ayr Station in 1988 and spent 34 
years as a station officer. 

Then in January 2022 he moved to Emerald 
where he works as the inspector there. 

But, for the next six months Mr Vincett 
will be see over the central west region as its 
inspector, leaving the door open to possibly 
staying on. 

“I’ve been here since last Wednesday, and 
I’ve met quite a few people already,” Mr Vinc -
ett said. 

“But, I have a lot of work to do to go and 
meet the whole town. 

“And not only Longreach but the other 
towns in our command.”

It has not been the smoothest of landings 
for Mr VIncett who has been on call for the 
Mackay floods since his arrive to the outback 
town of Longreach. 

“We go on call once a week out of four, and 
I’ve been dealing with that in the night times 
and early mornings,” he said. 

Still, Mr Vincett has almost 40 years of ex-
perience on the job and has experienced its 
toughest tribulations. 

“I’ve been in Ayr for 34 years and we have 
had a lot of car accidents in that area; I also 
worked in Victoria during the Black Saturday 
Bushfires,” he said. 

“There’s been all different varieties of inci -
dents in Queensland.

“I think Longreach will be similar to the 
Burdekin area—very country-orientated. 

“Out here, there’s a lot of bushfires. 
“And while they may be a bit different to 

Burdekin because there is a lot more open land 
in Longreach and surrounding areas—so more 
grass fires.”

Mr Vincett said he aims to develop working 
relationships with a variety of locals. 

“And it’s just about developing that local 
knowledge and getting on with the property 
owners who know their land well,” he said. 

“I am a bit of a country bumpkin as well. 
“I think I will have a great time in Long -

reach. 
“I do enjoy country hospitalities.”

Longreach Area Inspector Greg Vincett said he is always happy to chat. 
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Longreach 
creek rename
After months of deliberation, the controver -
sially named creek in the Longreach Region 
has officially been renamed to Watyakan 
Creek. 

It is said this new name reflects the creek’s 
cultural significance to local First Nations peo -
ple.

Resources Minister Scott Stewart said the 
former name Black Gin Creek used racist 
language and was glad the name had been 
changed. 

“The new name Watyakan Creek honours 
the cultural significance and history of the 
creek to the Iningai and Bidjara people,” he 
said.

“Watyakan (said Watch-A-Kan) is an Inin -
gai word for women’s creek and is a respectful 
way to pay tribute to those who historically 
camped near it.

“The former creek name is offensive, par -
ticularly towards First Nations women, and I’d 
like to thank the Longreach Regional Council 
for putting the name change proposal for -
ward.”

A spokesperson for the custodians of In -
ingai Country said changing the name to 
Watyakan was the right thing to do.

“The former name of the creek and the real 
reasons it was called that has its origins in a 
disturbing part of our local history,” they said.

“This name change is a step forward for the 
community into a more inclusive future.”

Watyakan Creek runs through Iningai 
Country and covers southeast of Ilfracombe 
before joining the Thompson River. 

Minister Stewart thanked those who took 
part in the name change consultation, which 
resulted in more than 120 submissions.

“Community consultation is essential in 
any decision-making process and provides 
a chance for everyone to have their voices 
heard,” he said.

“The Palaszczuk Government will continue 
to work with communities to use place names 
that embrace our First Nations people and 
their connections to the country.”

Longreach Regional Council Mayor in an 
interview late last year said he supported the 
name change. 

“We support and agreed with the decision 
of the State,” said Regional Council Mayor 
Tony Rayner.

“It more appropriately reflects the history 
of the creek.” 

A new year, new ideas and hopeful new style for arts
By Michael R Williams  

With the new year well underway, the Long -
reach Arts and Culture Association are look -
ing to bring fresh ideas to the community. 

This includes Sip ‘n’ Create nights, lesson-
based evenings, and more. 

“This year’s lookin’ even more fabulous,” 
President Heather Hale said. 

“We’re kicking the year off with a Medita -
tion and Art experience this Saturday. 

“And there will be no experience neces -
sary in either creating art or in meditation. 

“A new local will be hitting that up—I 
think that will be great fun.”

“Throughout the year we will be hosting 
monthly Sip ‘n Create nights,” Ms Hale said.  

“So, bring your wine for different themed 
creative evenings. 

“One of the nights will be watercolours, 
one of the nights will be pottery, one of the 
nights will be making silk scarves, one of the 
nights will be printing on paper—there’s a 
whole heap of things to look forward to this 
year.”

Keeping the tradition of arts and crafts 
well and kicking in Longreach is a passion of 
Ms Hale’s. 

“Art and craft are great therapies and they 
are a great way of meeting people,” she said. 

“Sometimes when you’re learning some -
thing new you’re dealing with the intensity of 
that practice, it might not be about meeting 
new people.”

The weekly activities the association host -

ed last year will also continue as normal. 
“Sunday afternoons are pottery and we’ll 

host pottery on another morning during the 
week,” Ms Hale said. 

“It’s in vogue at the moment.

“And there will be lessons on how to make 
pottery on separate occasions for beginners.

“Saturday afternoons will be for art and 
craft for art therapy, where those interest -
ed in just bring their own stuff along and  

just have fun. 
“Those afternoons are likely to have dif -

ferent themes/ media, such as lino printing, 
from March onwards.”

The committee of the Arts and Crafts As -
sociation are hoping to bleed new members 
at their AGM likely to be held in April. 

“We’d love some new people to come on 
board with ideas about what they want to do 
and what they want to see in terms of art and 
culture in Longreach. 

“There are grants that we can get to help 
bring in tutors from away in—but there’s no 
point getting them in without people help -
ing to promote the events and building the 
excitement. 

“It would be great to get some new blood 
on the committee, absolutely.”

This Saturday, there will be a Meditation 
and Art Experience held at the studio on  
111 Ibis Street. 

“The idea is that we’ll be doing a lead 
meditation to start with so set your brain in 
action,” Ms Hale said. 

“We’re supplying the canvases which will 
be round, which helps with the flow of things, 
as well as supplying the brushes and the 
paint, and of course, smocko.

“This means no one has to bring anything 
except some old clothing or an apron—and if 
they want to sit on the floor for meditation... 
their meditation cushion. 

“I’m not sure what we’ll be creating... it’ll 
be a bit of a surprise 

“It’s $50 per person at 6.30 to Saturday 21.”

Longreach Arts and Culture Association president Heather Hale knitting outside the Arts and 
Crafts Centre.
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40 years of Myers  
By Michael R Williams 

For nearly 40 years locals have looked to Myers 
Newsagency owner, Doug Winterbottham for 
their news, lotto, books, and stationery; how -
ever, in the near future, locals may be looking 
at a new face at the counter. 

“I’ve owned it for 39 and a half years, I think 
it’s time I deserve to put my feet up,” Mr Win -
terbottham said. 

The shop is currently on the market, and Mr 
Winterbottham said he will be running it per -
sonally until it is sold. 

After it’s sold, he also noted that he does not 
plan to leave Longreach any time soon. 

Mr Winterbottham has a rich history with 
the town.

“We bought the shop in August, ‘83,” he 
said. 

“I was a contractor before that and before 
that, I was caught up at the Pastoral College. 

“When it became available, I read that 
newsagents weren’t a bad proposition.”

In that time, Mr Winterbottham recalls 
many changes to the way Myers Newsagency 
operates. 

“It’s changed dramatically in that time, we 
didn’t have the lotto at the time,” he said. 

“We had the [Golden] Casket tickets, of 
which we sold one winner. 

“A local picked up half-a-million dollars. 
“Then instant scratch-its came in.”
“I’ve met a lot of people... some of whom 

have passed on,” he said. 

“Some have come and gone and some have 
gone to the coast to live. 

“They’re fantastic people—all down to 
earth. 

“I’ve had a lot of staff over the years.
“When I first opened the shop, I had two 

girls and they moved on. 
“One had stayed with us for ten years, an-

other lass stayed for us another ten years, 
and the current staff has stayed here for three 
years.”

Mr Winterbottham thanked all the custom -
ers he has had over the years, noting they had 
been ‘fantastic people’.

“It’s been good,” he said. 
“We’ve enjoyed it.”

Doug Winterbottham is looking to say goodbye to Myers Newsagency after nearly 40 years of service. 
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Longreach Private Dental

Longreach Private Dental 
Dr. Mark Zavialov 

Ph: 4658 1283 
130 Eagle Street, Longreach

Providing quality care in all aspects of general 
dentistry since 2005.

We are members of the Child Dental Bene�ts Schedule.
CDBS is a Government initiative covering dental treatment for 

the eligible children aged 2-17.
This is to the value of $1000 over a period of two years used for 

most dental services.
Please give us a call to check your child’s eligibility.

12586765-MS04-23

The Desert Rec Club will be catering and running the bar.

Phone/Text Robyn 0447 179 974 for catering numbers 
by 27th January.
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By Karen Simmons 

Two Western Queensland properties have se-
cured funding to expand their agritourism 
ventures to meet the growing demand in the 
region.

The Ogg family are third-generation Ma -
rino sheep and beef cattle breeders at Ayrshire 
Downs near Winton.

William Ogg said his grandfather bought 
the property after the war in 1952, and in re -
cent years expanded into agritourism, creating 
Ayrshire Downs Caravan and Camping.

The property is steeped in Australian his -
tory; with the Cobb & Co coach pub ruins, 
original shearing shed ruins from the famous 
shearing strikes in the 1980s, and the origi-
nal homestead where Banjo Patterson first 
penned Waltzing Matilda to music.

“This place has had a lot of history with 
tourism and we had been talking about this 
(venture) for years, and finally started it a few 
years ago,” William shared.

“They used to shear over 220,000 sheep 
here in the 1880s.

“There was an old piano here in the original 
homestead where Banjo Patterson first sang 
walking matilda to music.

“Dad is retired now, so he enjoys having a 
yarn with visitors around the campfires.”

William said the family will dedicate the 
funding to improve the caravan campground 
with more trees, gravel, information and his -
torical signs and an overhead shearing display. 

“Then outside that, we’re looking to im -
prove advertising and the property tour expe -
rience, as well as a bit more planning around 
setting up a place for visitors to enjoy some 
water in the nearby creek,” William added.

The second successful recipient was Strat-
ford Station, a beef cattle grazing property in 
the Blackall-Tambo shire, and their agritour -
ism venture - Ecoultura Project.

The Queensland Government is support -
ing the resilience of our farming sector while 
growing the agritourism sector through an -
other round of Agritourism Business Grants 
in partnership with the Queensland Farmers’ 
Federation (QFF).

Minister for Agricultural Industry Devel -
opment and Fisheries and Minister for Rural 
Communities Mark Furner said providing co-
funding allowed operators to establish or ex -
pand agritourism enterprises to meet growing 
demand for unique Queensland experiences.

“Twelve farming businesses have secured 
between $8,000 to $25,000 in matched funding 
to engage specialist services, and construct or 
modify on-farm infrastructure,” the Minister 
said.

“These farming businesses want to be more 
resilient and have the capacity to diversify or 
expand into successful agritourism business -
es.” QFF CEO Ms Jo Sheppard said agritourism 
helped to connect city communities to re -
gional communities, builds a bridge between 
country and city, and grows an understanding 
of food production and an understanding of 
the agricultural sector more broadly.

“Congratulations to the successful grant re -
cipients,” Ms Sheppard said.

“I commend these farmers on the work they 
are doing to develop their own enterprises and 
to contribute to Queensland’s agritourism in -
dustry.” 

Mr Furner said a series of agritourism de -
velopment workshops had also been con -
ducted under this initiative, making a real dif -
ference to farmers on how they approach the 

tourism part of their agritourism business, and 
to understand what resources are available to 
them.

“In 2020 the Palaszczuk Government estab-
lished a $2 million agribusiness diversification 
project as part of the Unite and Recover: Eco-
nomic Recovery Plan, to build capability and 
explore potential diversification opportunities 

in agricultural businesses,” he said.
“QFF identified agritourism as a key diver -

sification mechanism for agribusinesses and 
with DAF’s assistance, partnered with agri -
tourism specialists Regionality Pty Ltd to de -
velop the Queensland Agritourism Roadmap 
that identified barriers to and opportunities 
for agritourism growth across the state.”  

An experience to remember

Ayrshire Downs Caravan and Camping near Winton will be able to expand their agritourism venture thanks to securing funding.   Pictures: SUPPLIED

Experience the shearing season. Life on the land. 

Sunset camps
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Famous polo player pays visit to Longreach
By Michael R Williams 

After being given the suggestion from Prince 
Harry himself, world-class polo player Nacho 
Figueras visited Longreach with the purpose of 
a fun-filled day exploring the region with his 
wife, Delfina Blaquier, and children.

The prodigy was toured around town by lo -
cal Dan Walker to visit Camden Park Station, 
the Stockman’s Hall of Fame, and experience 
as much of Longreach as they could. 

“They arrived on Thursday at 10am and de -
parted on their jet at 4pm in the afternoon,” 
Mr Walker said. 

“First thing they did was go down to the Sta -
tion Store to rub shoulders with horse trainers 
and where they purchased horse bridals from 
Julie Eggling. 

“Then it was to the Birdcage to meet Gav 
Ballard who was driving them around to have 
lunch. 

“Then up to the Stockman’s Hall of Fame, 
then to Camden Park Station where I had the 
pleasure of showing them around.”

Mr Walker said the visitors had a charming 
disposition. 

“As a family, they were beautiful,” he said.
“They had that charm and smoothness that 

Argentinians are known for. 
“As international models, they were quite 

the sorts. 
“We could relate with them, a lot, as they 

also had a love for the land, stock and water. 
“We talked endlessly about synergies with -

in the agricultural industries.”

The visit from Mr Figueras shows a grow -
ing interest from celebrities in Outback 
Queensland. 

“They thought very highly of Longreach as 
incredible people and an incredible tourist 
destination,” Mr Walker said. 

“They said they would recommend the 

town to their friends. 
“This was a great opportunity to showcase 

Longreach as the place to visit for celebrities.
“This is someone who has travelled the 

world from Aspen to Argentina. 
“It’s opening up a market we haven’t seen 

prior to Covid.”  

Nacho Figueras, Delfina Blaquier and daughters.  Picture: NACHO FIGUERAS

AgForce CEO Michael Guerin released a 
statement on Tuesday in relation to re -
cent rainfall across the state, stating:

“While we are seeing isolated in -
stances of flooding in some parts of 
Queensland, from an industry perspec -
tive the rainfall is largely welcomed and 
sets us up for a strong year in food pro-
duction.

“However, producers and industry 
are keeping a close eye on events and are 
prioritising human and animal safety in 
preparation for more widespread flood -
ing.

“AgForce is also working closely with 
the State Government on disaster man -
agement plans.

“We encourage producers and com -
munities to stay close to their local di -
saster coordination centres.

“If they are able to, they should com -
plete the online survey from the Depart -
ment of Agriculture and Fisheries, to en -
sure local information on flooded areas 
is up-to-date.”

Widespread 
preparation 
for flooding

Rains leave heavy impact
By Karen Simmons 

Western Queensland was spared the worst of 
it from this recent rain event that has lashed 
the Queensland Central Coast, but despite the 
welcomed cooler temperatures, a number of 
roads are still cut around the region with river 
and creek levels still swollen.

Longreach Aiport recorded 109.6mm of 
rain over a five-day period from Wednesday, 
January 11 through to Sunday 15, the heaviest 
day being last Friday with 40.8mm.

With the rain system came cooler daytime 
temperatures, with Friday, January 13 record -
ing a top of 24.4 degrees.

On Wednesday morning the Diamantina 
River at Diamantina Lakes was steady, sitting 
at 4.11 metres, 2.01 metres above the Cause-
way, which is moderate flooding, while further 
along at Birdville the Diamantina River was 
also steady at 1.99 metres, 1.39 metres above 
the Causeway.

The Alice River at Barcaldine Weir was re-
corded as minor flooding, and steady at 6.17 
metres, 1.61 above the Weir.

The Thomson River at Bogewong sat at 
2.01 metres on Wednesday, 1.10 below Bridge 
but was still rising.

Social media channels appear to have 
played a crucial form of communication for 
drivers trying to navigate their way across 
Queensland for what has proven to be a very 
wet start to 2023.

Regional police and council pages, as well 
as local community groups posted regular up -
dates and images on the conditions of roads 
and river crossings in the region.

A number of roads continue to be closed 
or affected by floodwaters as water along river 
catchments make their way downstream.
As of Wednesday, January 18, rain-affected 
road closures in the Western Region 
included:

 · Ilfracombe – Aramac road

 · Crossmoor Road, at Aramac Creek

 · Starlight’s Lookout, Longreach area

 · Morella Road, Longreach area

 · Kensington Road, Longreach area 

 · Isisford – Yaraka River Road 

 · Isisford – Bimerah Road  

 · Isisford – Blackall River Road  

 · Yaraka – Bimerah Road
Four-wheel drive access-only roads in the 
Longreach area included (proceed with 
caution):

 · Stonehenge River Road

 · Morella Road 

 · Notus Road 

 · Tonkoro Road 

 · Kensington Road 

 · Dandaraga Road

 · Additional Area Road

 · Amor Downs Road

 · Kelso Road 

 · Isisford - Barcaldine Road

For the latest information on road condi -
tions and closures, visit: https://qldtraffic.qld.
gov.au 

The rain was absolutely beautiful. Took the heat away and felt great! We love to run around in the rain with the kids. We got a little worried when we 
lost sight of our driveway but still loved it very much. - Jessica Sullivan. 

Patchy rain around Winton with falls of 100mls on some properties. Pictured are scattered showers to the south, a storm to the east and a heavy 
downpour to the south. There may have been higher falls but that’s what I’ve been told. -Angie Snell

NEWS  LeaderToday.com.au 



Friday, 20 January, 2023   TODAY 7

Vox pop: Who is the nation’s top Aussie? 

Alex McRae’s Australian of the Year is Ash 
Barty and Michael McRae’s is Volodymyr 
Zelenskyy.

Grant Vincett, Krissie Osborne, and Matt Burrows all nominated the Longreach Commanding 
Area. 

Leslie and Ian Merritt both chose Gaby 
Janho because he is always there for the 
community. 

Jessica Sullivan said it had to be her mum 
who is a volunteer for the SES. 

Roelie Hartwig submitted volunteer groups 
such as the Salvation Army for helping those 
in need. 

Oscar Georgee said he doesn’t have an 
Australian of the Year as he doesn’t believe 
in awards. 

Apryl Hoad said her mum because she is her 
best friend. 

Wayne Kelso put forward Matthew Bowen 
who he sees as someone who is friendly and 
down-to-earth. 

ILFRACOMBE 
INKLINGS
JOANNE ROBERTSON

Loyal friend 
follows each 
familiar step

I have a most faithful hound that shadows my 
footsteps whenever I go walking. 

Other dogs may follow for a while but usu -
ally wander off, distracted.

Not this one. 
He sticks to my heels, even though he’s 

probably a mix of every paddock dog, except 
a blue heeler.

I don’t know if it’s my company, or he sim -
ply likes walking as much as I do. 

Could be a bit of both.
He has the ability to sail over a fence like a 

champion show-jumper, all grace in motion.
Sometimes I climb over the back corner of 

the fence to start my camera walk with my fa -
vourite tree. 

When I do, he’s over the fence before I can 
get a leg up.

While I admire his ability, I also envy it as I 
get older and less graceful going over a fence.

Which might be why I played a dirty trick 
on him the other day.

I walked over to the fence, stepped up on 
the stump that gives me a boost, and watched 
Super Dog do his thing...

And stepped back off the stump, pretend -
ing to go back to the footpath.

That didn’t worry him. 
He simply sailed back into the yard with -

out missing a beat, probably thinking he’d 
misread the missus’ intention.

Except I then returned to the stump and 
climbed over the fence into the paddock.

Well, the look he shot my way was as dirty 
as my trick, the disgust plain to see. 

He stood watching me as I walked away, 
then relented and sailed over the fence to join 
me.

But he kept his distance, for a while any -
way.

Message received.
Well, the dog got his own back last night. 
I could tell the sunset was going to be pret -

ty spectacular especially down at the wind -
mill, so I decided to take an extended walk to 
improve the photo opportunities.

I started out with four dogs—all keen to ac -
company me. 

The two pups were quickly distracted and 
barely made it past the dog yard.

The old fella trotted along for quite a ways 
before deciding his old legs had had enough 
and turned back for home.

Only Super Dog faithfully followed.
As I walked, I caught a whiff of a stench so 

fetid I nearly gagged. 
Thinking I was downwind of something 

dead; I picked up the pace.
So did he.
I couldn’t seem to shake the stench, no 

matter how fast and far I walked.
Then I realised the source. 
The stink came from the dog, which must 

have rolled in something completely foul ear -
lier in the day.

We’re talking rip-the-back-out-of-your-
throat rancid.

‘Super Stinky’ followed me all the way to 
the windmill and back, thankfully sticking to 
the road while I was taking sunset photos... so 
I had a spell from the stench.

It felt like the reek stuck to the back of my 
throat, even after I put him to bed and went 
inside.

Apparently, revenge is a dish best served 
stinking.
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SMIP cut ‘blasted’
Member for Maranoa and Leader of the Na -
tionals David Littleproud has lambasted the 
axing of the Soil Monitoring Incentives Pro -
gram (SMIP).

The program was aimed to incentivise fi -
nancially Australian farmers to work on the 
improvement and management of soil on 
their land, with Agricultural Minister Watt stat -
ing, “healthy soil underpins Australia’s natural 
landscapes and our high-quality sustainable 
agriculture industry.

“Without intervention, reduced soil quality 
and function impact our economy, environ -
ment, food security and way of life”.

However, over the holidays, the Federal 
Government has ceased the program, with the 
Department of Agriculture, Fisheries, Forestry 
citing recent flooding and higher-than-expect -

ed rainfall as the reason. 
Leader of The Nationals and Shadow Min -

ister for Agriculture, David Littleproud said he 
was proud to deliver the SMIP, in May 2022, 
under the previous government and this initia -
tive was a core part of the Coalition’s commit -
ment to strengthen Australia’s soil health and 
improve data collection. 

“The Soil Monitoring Incentives Program 
was designed to boost the productivity and 
profitability of Australian agriculture,” Mr Lit -
tleproud said.

“This pilot was about supporting farmers to 
make informed and evidence-based decisions 
on their land, as well as providing invaluable 
soil information to researchers and the Na -
tional Soil Strategy.

“Labor’s decision to end the SMIP is dis -

graceful and it reflects their contempt for our 
farmers and the $85 billion agriculture indus -
try.”

Deputy Leader of The Nationals, Senator 
Perin Davey, said that cutting this program 
was yet another example of the Albanese Gov-
ernment demonstrating its blatant disregard 
for regional Australia.

“It is appalling that the Agriculture Minis -
ter would use flooding as an excuse to cut this 
crucial program,” Senator Davey said.

“Such a claim doesn’t stack up and this soil 
con job raises serious questions about the 
lengths that Labor will go, to cover up its own 
incompetence.”

The Leader reached out to Minister Murray 
Watt who neglected to make a comment. 
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Does your 
community 
group have an 
event they want 
to share? 

Send through the details to 
editorial@leadertoday.com.au 

or call 0423 543 039

The Menu serves up scrumptious scares on big screen
By Movies with Hart: Hamish Hart 

The Menu ventures into the obscure world of 
restaurant horror, serving up delectable per -
formances and thrills guaranteed to cleanse 
even the most stubborn of palettes, even if 
certain plot elements feel flavourless by the 
film’s chilling conclusion.

An exclusive group of guests set sail to a 
secluded island for a multi-course dinner 
prepared by renowned Chef Slowik (Ralph 
Fiennes). 

However, as the night progresses, dishes 
are revealed that leave young couple Tyler 
(Nicholas Hoult) and Margot (Anya Taylor-
Joy) speechless—for better or for worse.

Food and films have many things in com -
mon, most notably that both can be more 
enthralling and appetising the simpler their 
presentation is, and director Mark Mylod un -
derstands and executes this concept to near 
perfection. 

The premise may be a bit too surreal for 
some, but at the end of the day, that’s the 
great thing about horror movies; their con -
cepts can be as outlandish and convenient as 
you need them to be, especially when mak -
ing it improves the quality of the story.

Despite being labelled as a comedic hor -
ror, there are very few common horror tropes 
to be found, far from a bad thing in this case. 

Many of The Menu’s shocking moments 

come from the exceptional performances 
given by the leading trio of Fiennes, Taylor-
Joy, and Hoult. 

Each character brings a unique element to 
the table, playing off one another beautifully 
to create genuinely chilling scenes carried by 
unforeseen revelations that don’t feel out of 
place and overt in retrospect. 

Ralph Fiennes is easily the standout actor, 
setting up not only the extraordinary meals 
for the guests but the majority of the conflicts 
and plot points presented in the film. 

Full reviews available at www.movieswith -
hart.com.

His stoic demeanour and interactions 
with his patrons, particularly Margot, create 

thrilling scenes that are cemented as high -
lights in a film filled with them.

Mark Mylod’s comedic thriller begins with 
an intriguing appetizer, introducing cookie-
cut personalities who feel more like tropes 
than actual side characters before moving 
onto the main course with sudden twists and 
turns that prepare you for an ending that’s far 
from a fluffy dessert, and while it may leave a 
sour taste in some mouths, the ending was a 
sweet palate cleanser to an overall horrifying 
experience that left me wanting more. 

But through no fault of its own due to the 
film’s formatted revelation, don’t expect the 
sweetness of The Menu to be as satisfying on 
a second session

WHAT’S ON  LeaderToday.com.au 

What’s on
Longreach and Central West Community Event Billboard 
Friday, 20 January
Croquet

Contact: Jean Williams on 07 4651 2354.
Location: Oak Street, Barcaldine
Time: 8am
Barcaldine Senior Cricket
Location: Barcaldine Showgrounds
Time: 6pm

Saturday, 21 January
Meditation and Art Expereince

New Moon – Meditation and Art Experience Saturday, 
January 21st – 6:30pm – 9pm to bring in the new year, 
with the 1st New Moon of 2023, come along to a guided 
meditation and creative experience to unlock your 
energy and connect with your universe within. 
Location: Longreach Arts and Crafts Centre 
Time: 6.30pm
Morning Golf, Longreach

For more information email longreachgolf@gmail.com
Location: Longreach Golf Course
Time: Mornings.
Wool Spinning

Come get artsy.

Location: Longreach Arts and Crafts Centre

Time: Afternoons

Sunday, 22 January
Longreach Community Gardens

Come lend a hand.
Location: Longreach Youth Centre
Time: 8.30am
Barcaldine Golf

Contact: Michael Hayward.
Social Bowls

For more information please visit Facebook, Longreach 
Bowls Club

Location: Longreach Bowls Club

Time: 1 pm

Barcaldine Golf

Location: Barcaldine Golf Course, Pine Road

Time: 3pm

Monday, 23 January
Barcaldine Men’s Shed

Contact: David Kerrigan on 0427 009 375.

Location: 103 Ash St

Time: 9am

Barcaldine Ukulele Group

No experience required and all welcome.

Location: The Willows Centre

Time: 5pm

Tuesday, 24 January
First 5 Forever

Location: Isisford Branch Office

Time: 9.30am

Families with Children 0-5 Years - Join us at the Blackall 
Library every Tuesday morning for the First Five Forever 
Program.

Location: Blackall Library

Time: 10am

Longreach Playgroup

Ages 0-5 yrs. $2.00/visit.

Location: Lioness Park

Time: 9 am

Longreach Brolga Girl Guides Meeting

Looking for fun, friendship and adventure? If you are a 
girl 5 - 17 years old then Girl Guides is for you!

Location: Guides hut, 15 Stilt Street, Longreach.

Time: 5.30 pm.
Longreach Squash

Come along and have a bash.
Location: Longreach Squash Courts
Time: 5.30 pm
Barcaldine Lawn Tennis

Contact: Tony Walsh on 0410 522 041, Brett Walsh on 
0407 981 776 or email barcaldinetennis@gmail.com.
Location: Cnr Willow and Fir St
Time: 6pm
Thomson River Lions Club Meeting

For more information please contact Bobbie Willersdorf 
on 042758315
Location: Birdcage Hotel
Time: 6 pm
Social Tennis Longreach

For more information please contact Anna-Marie Moffat 
on 0417 112 517 or visit the Longreach Tennis Facebook 
Page.
Location: Longreach Tennis Club
Time: 6.15pm
Alpha Touch Football
Location: Alpha Showgrounds
Time: 6.30pm

Wednesday, 25 January
Barcaldine Basketball

Contact: Central West Aboriginal Corporation on 07 4651 
1226.
Location: St Joseph’s Primary School
Time: 5.20pm – 8pm
Barcaldine Men’s Shed

Contact: David Kerrigan on 0427 009 375.
Location: 103 Ash St
Time: 9am

Barcaldine Cultural Centre Craft Day

Contact: Karen Brown on 07 4651 2324.
Location: 20 Beech Street, Barcaldine
Time: 9.30am
Dance Lessons — Isisford
For more information contact Fiona Ludgate on 0422 
772 066 or tf.ludgate@bigpond.com.
Location: Isisford Community Hall
Time: 3.30pm
Longreach Community Gardens

Come lend a hand
Location: Longreach Youth Centre
Time: 4.30pm
Darts at the Wellshot

Warm-up your arms, stretch those muscles and work on 
your hand-eye coordination. Cost: $5
Location: Wellshot Hotel
Time: 7 pm.
Rotary Club Meeting, Longreach

Rotary is dedicated to causes that build international 
relationships, improve lives, and create a better world to 
support our peace efforts and end polio forever.
Location: Birdcage Hotel
Time: 7 pm

Thursday, 26 January
Tai Chi

Contact: Jean Williams on 07 4651 2354.
Location: The Willows Centre
Time: 9am
Social Craft at the Library

For more information please contact Longreach Library 
(07) 4659 0735.
Location: Longreach Library
Time: 9:30 am
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Australia Day Celebrations

LONGREACH ILFRACOMBE ISISFORD / YARAKA
LONGREACH SHOWGROUNDS
8AM  AWARDS  CEREMONY -
ARTS & CRAFT PAVILION
FOLLOWED BY FREE BREAKFAST
9AM - 1PM FUN ACTIVITIES WITH
WATERSLIDE, JUMPING CASTLE,
GAMES, DJ, FREE BBQ LUNCH

RSL LONGREACH
12PM-2PM  FREE LUNCH FOR
SENIOR CARD HOLDERS-
BOOKINGS PREFERRED: 
(07) 4658 1092

 

WELLSHOT HOTEL
12PM-2PM  FREE LUNCH FOR
SENIOR CARD HOLDERS- 
 BOOKINGS PREFERRED: 
(07) 4658 2106

ILFRACOMBE REC CENTRE
3PM CRICKET (NOMINATE YO UR
TEAM OF 8 OR COME ALONG AND
JOIN A TEAM), WATER SLIDE,
JUMPING CASTLE, GYM OPENING
6PM FREE BBQ DINNER
7PM AWARDS CEREMONY

MULTI PURPOSE COURT ISISFORD
8AM FREE BBQ BREAKFAST
8.45AM AWARDS CEREMONY
FOR ISISFORD AND YARAKA
FOLLOWED BY FREE POOL ENTRY,
GAMES, FUN, ENTERTAINMENT

SATURDAY 28 JANUARY 2022
YARAKA HOTEL
6PM  FREE BBQ DINNER FOR THE
WHOLE COMMUNITY

 

2 6  J A N U A R Y ,  2 0 2 3
AUSTRALIA DAY

CELEBRATIONS IN THE REGION

FOR MORE INFORMATION VISIT
LONGREACH.QLD.GOV.AU/AUSTRALIADAY

OR GIVE US A CALL ON (07) 4658 4111
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What to do on Aus Day
By Michael R Williams 

2023’s Australia Day celebrations are look-
ing to be the biggest and brightest in Long -
reach with waterslides and jumping castles 
at both the Longreach and Ilfracombe 
events. 

Sandra Warren Longreach Regional 
Council Communication and Events Co -
ordinator said with last year’s event rained 
out, there was much to be excited for this 
year. 

“Hopefully with all this soaking rain 
we’ve had and the region looking nice and 
lush, we’ve passed the weather bucket and 
it will be nice and sunny for Australia Day 
and all that’s happening,” she said. 

“We have events happening all over 
the region for example in Isisford at the 
Multipurpose Court we have at 8am a free 
breakfast for the community followed by an 
awards ceremony hosted by our ambassa-
dor Vanessa Fowler, Chair of Allison Baden 
Clay Foundation.” 

“In Ilfracombe we will have a free lunch 
for all the seniors at the Wellshot from 12-
2pm, followed by happenings at the Ilfra -
combe Rec Centre,” Ms Warren said. 

“This will include cricket from 3pm; 
come with a team of eight or just join a 
team. 

“There will also be for kids: a waterslide, 
dancing, and a jumping castle and the 
IDPA will provide a BBQ from 6pm and the 
awards ceremony will be on from 7pm. 

“The ambassador for Ilfracombe and 
Longreach will be Peter Davis who is the 
founder of Bloodbikes Australia.”

Though usually held at the Civic Centre, 

this year’s event will be held at the show -
grounds in Longreach. 

“So we will have the awards starting at 
8am in the morning at the Arts and Crafts 
Pavillion, followed by a free breakfast for 
the community,”  Ms Warren said. 

“Then there will be lots of fun activities 
happening around the oval. 

“We’re going to have a mega water slide, 
a jumping playland, a snow cone machine, 
a sausage sizzle, and more.

“Usually, in the past, the ceremony was 
held at the Civic Centre. 

“But, we thought, this year, we should 

have all the activities at the showgrounds. 
“And with the facilities there we thought 

it was just as feasible to have the ceremony 
at the showgrounds. 

“So then people don’t need to travel from 
one place to another.

“Then finally, for our senior residents, 
we will host a free senior’s lunch at the RSL 
from 12pm to 2pm.”

Finally, there will be a BBQ dinner at 
Yaraka on the 28th. 

For those interested in the future of 
Longreach as a town, Council will be host -
ing a stall where locals can share their 

thoughts regardin the town Master Plan. 
“We’d like to hear from you about what 

you would like to see in our town,” Ms War -
ren said. 

To sell you on attending one of the year’s 
biggest event, Ms Warren said the following:

“Kick off the year with one of the biggest 
and most fun events of the year. 

“Come celebrate at events all around the 
region.

“Bring your hat, togs, and sunscreen 
“And have fun with your friends and 

family celebrating our heroes of the com -
munity.” 
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By Longreach Archival And Historical 
Research Group 

Schoolchildren will return to school at the end 
of January. 

This month, our thoughts turn to some of 
the histories of schooling in the Longreach dis -
trict, particularly for children living in remote 
and isolated areas.  

Prior to the 1960s, most children who lived 
in remote and isolated places were educated 
by correspondence. 

This was a wonderful system where each 
week of the school year, lessons were mailed in 
a large brown envelope from the Primary Cor -
respondence School in Brisbane. 

The lessons were to be completed each 
week by the students under the supervision of 
an adult. 

In most cases, this was the mother of the 
students, and in a few cases, a governess. 

With as increase in population in the West 
in the 1960s, some parents in remote and iso-
lated places began to seek alternatives for their 
children. 

They wanted their children to have the ex -
perience of a “real” school. 

They believed that a school, no matter how 
small, gave a greater opportunity for child de -
velopment, provided trained teachers, and of -
fered greater social connection for everybody 
involved in the school. 

A school would also help retain workers and 
their families on properties. 

The Board of Queensland education was al -
ready operating what was known as provision -
al schools in other remote areas of Queensland 
to provide education to a scattered population. 

These schools could be opened with as 
few as 12 children and were a way of provid-
ing education where the expense of a full state 
school was unjustified. 

The local people were responsible for pro -
viding a suitable building and for any trans -
port required. 

The Department of Education provided a 
teacher, equipment, and a travel allowance to 
each child to help with the costs of transport. 

Provisional schools catered for children in 
Grades 1 to 7 and in some cases, Kindergarten.  

From 1966, four provisional schools were 
established in the Longreach and Winton dis -
tricts. 

Each school was a testament to the fore-
sight, drive and tenacity of the parents and 
other people involved.  

In each case, there was also extraordinary 
generosity involved with donations of land, 
buildings and equipment by the district peo -
ple. 

The four schools were Mahrigong Provi -
sional School, Laidlaw Provisional School, 
Evesham Provisional School, and Katherine 
Creek Provisional School.

Mahrigong Provisional School operated 
from 24/01/1966 to 11/12/1981. 

It was situated on Mahrigong station, a 
sheep station 90km northeast of Winton, 
owned by Mr and Mrs David Henderson. 

It actually started as a private school in Jan-
uary 1965 with seven pupils. 

20 children were enrolled on the opening 
day of the “official” school in 1966 and a kin -
dergarten class of 10 children started in Term 
2. 

Mahrigong built the school in the backyard 
of the homestead and a bus was purchased for 
£700 ($1,400). 

There were five Henderson children and 
other pupils who came from the neighbour -
ing properties with some travelling 48km each 
way in the little bus. 

One boy rode 16km each way on a small 
motorbike, at the age of eight.  

Laidlaw Provisional School opened on 
23/01/1967 and closed on 31/12/1971. 

An existing building on Laidlaw, a sheep 
station 79km south of Longreach, was donated 
by Mr W. N. Peters. 

Improvements to the building included 
a gauzed eating room where the children ate 
their lunch, a teacher’s living quarters and a 
toilet block. 

The school opened with 25 children en -
rolled and the first teacher was Mr Neil Barry. 

Parents purchased a bus which travelled 
50km each way, picking up children from Bo -

gewong, Kendal, Notus Downs and Yuruga. 
Pupils from Kappa-Ki, Kaloola and Arrow -

field were driven by their parents.  
Evesham Provisional School operated from 

23/01/1967 to 31/12/2010. 
In later years it became known as Evesham 

State School. 
The school was built on Evesham, a sheep 

station 72km north of  Longreach. 
It was paid for by the owner of Evesham, Mr 

Ian Capel, who was reimbursed over the next 
five years by six other families. 

The school was built by a local Longreach 
builder, Smudger Clements, for £500 ($1,000), 
and a small bus was purchased to transport 
the children from other properties. 

The first teacher was Mr Risto Apuli who 
started with 12 students. 

In 1973, the school had 31 students. 
Children from Evesham (Capel family), 

Merriwin (Bloodworth family), Hartree (Gib -
son family), Penrith (Hickey family), Denton 
(Heussler family), Corona (Kelly family) and 
Moondara (Kerr family) attended the school 
when it first opened. 

The Department of Education sent out sup -
plies they thought the school might need, in -
cluding 15 dunny cans—far more than a small 
school like Evesham would ever need. 

So the kids used them as cricket wickets. 
Part of the curriculum included the chil -

dren swimming in the stock water tank at Nar -
rambler on very hot days.  

Katherine Creek Provisional School ran 
from 30/1/1968 to 14/12/1979. 

It was named after the creek that runs 
through many properties west of Longreach. 

The school was built on Glendon, a sheep 
and cattle station situated 90km southwest of 
Longreach, owned by Mark and Gwen Rogers.  

People in the district provided funds for the 
building – a large garage that the parents built 
and lined – it even had a lunch verandah. 

The first teacher was Mr Robert Boyle and 
nine other teachers followed him. 

Over the years, children from Bellen Park 
(Paterson boys), El Kantara (Gordon family), 
Glendon (Rogers family), Parkdale (Parker 
family), Spoilbank (Sedgewick family), Too -
brack (Rogers boys).  

Children from other families included those 
from the Batzler, Essam, Belcher, Schwerin, 
Rayment, Baxter, Ross, Boyce, Thomas, Fag-
gotter, Baxter, Ellisen and Cameron families. 

Some of the hazards of the school included 
frogs invading the school toilets, as did snakes. 

One girl drove herself to school in a mini 
Moke. 

Whenever Katherine Creek flooded, the 
school was called off for most families, some -
times for a week at a time. 

However, the Rogers kids from Glendon still 
had to attend because the school was within 
walking distance from their homestead.  

The parents and teachers of each provi-
sional school continually strived to provide 
opportunities for wider social interaction for 
the children. 

They arranged camps with other small 
schools, and sports carnivals at Morella and 
Barcaldine were regular events. 

Sometimes when a parent went to Long -
reach for the day, their child joined a class at 
the Longreach Primary School or St Joseph’s 
for that day.  

As their name implies, provisional schools 
were intended as a temporary measure which 
would eventually be replaced by a regular state 
schools. 

However, each of these provisional schools 
eventually closed down as the population in 
their surrounding catchment areas decreased.  

The history of provisional schools in the 
Longreach district is a testament to the deter -
mination of parents to provide education for 
their children, no matter where they lived. 

These schools played a vital role in the edu-
cation of children in remote and isolated parts 
of the district. 

Students who attended these wonderful 
little schools remember their days there with 
fondness and appreciation of the good times 
and even the challenging times. 

These schools leave a legacy that will be re-
membered for generations to come. 

The Longreach Archival And Historical Re -
search Group don’t have any photos of any of 
the provisional schools or any of the people or 
activities associated with the schools. 

In fact, there is little information available 

about the schools, given their significance in 
the district. 

If you have any information or photos that 
you are willing to share, we could love to hear 
from you. Please contact  longreachhistory@
gmail.com 

The volunteers of the Longreach Archival 
And Historical Research Group have used all 
reasonable endeavours to ensure this informa-
tion is as accurate as possible. 

It gives no warranty or guarantees that the 
information is accurate, complete, current, or 
fit for any use whatsoever. 

If you believe any of the information may be 
inaccurate, please let us know. 

Local provisional schools

Map of Area Around Evesham Provisional School.

Map of Longreach and Winton Area Showing 
Former Provisional Schools.
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Personal
insurance that
works for you 
Natasha is a Longreach local who thinks things should
be easy. That's why we offer the option to combine all
your cover into one policy, with one renewal and one
monthly debit. Give Natasha a call to learn more.

Contact Natasha for a personalised quote today
07 4652 8620

Elders Insurance Central Queensland

Kav & Co Pty Ltd ABN 50093006609 trading as Elders Insurance Central Queensland AR No. 254594 is an Authorised Representative of Elders Insurance (Underwriting
Agency) Pty Limited ABN 56 138 879 026, AFSL 340965. (EIUA) . EIUA, acting under its own AFSL, is authorised to distribute Elders Insurance products on behalf of QBE
Insurance (Australia) Limited (ABN 78 003 191 035, AFSL 239545), the product issuer. Visit www.eldersinsurance.com.au to consider the Product Disclosure Statement and
any applicable Target Market Determination to decide if the product is right for you. *Monthly instalments are available for all farm, home, motor, boat and landlord insurance
and selected commercial insurance policies.

12586664-HC04-23
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On this day 100 years ago 
Found drowned
BODY FOUND FLOATING IN THE THOMP-
SON.
IDENTIFIED AS W. R. PRATCHETT
On Saturday last quite a mild sensation was 
caused by the rumour that the body of an un -
known man had been found floating in the 
Thompson River at the Bridge.

Upon making inquiries later we learn 
that the body was seen floating near one of 
the bridge piles by a carrier named Wheelan 
whilst he was watering his horses. The police 
were immediately informed and the body was 
bought to the morgue, and later, identified as 
that of William Robert Pratchett (68), a shear -
er’s cook, who was a well-known identity, hav -
ing been at this district for a number of years. 

A post-mortem was held by Dr. Brown, who 
certified that cause of death was asphyxia and 
drowning. 

So far as it can be ascertained the deceased 
has no relatives in Queensland. 

An inquiry will be held. 
Pratchett was last seen alive on the previ-

ous evening (Friday) sitting on the river bank 
by quite a number of passers-by. 

His hat, coat and vest was found near the 
spot where he had been last seen and the body 
when found was close to this spot.

CORRESPONDENCE.
(“PEACE AND WAR”). ,
(To the Editor, “Longreach Leader”).
Sir.—In answer to your request for an ex -

pression, of opinion on subjects touched on 
(under, the heading of Newsy, Notes) I would 
advance some comments on your paragraph 
“Peáce and War”.

Your statement that no sound thinker ever 
had faith that the recent distastrous European 
war would be the last, is one that I am in entire 
accord with.

 The cry of war to end war was designed 
to capture the minds of the unthinking mass 

of people, by giving a worthy objective to the 
bloody business of War. 

It succeeded.
The large-hearted magnanimous youth 

of the Empire unhesitatingly walked into the 
bloody mire, and gave life, limb and happi -
ness, all—that the world should be freed from 
this plague of war. 

- J. M. DURKIN.
TRAGIC DEATH OF MISS G. CARR.
Quite a gloom was cast over the town on Friday 
night of last week (says the “Barcoo Indepen -
dent,” Blackall) when it became known that 
Gwendlyn Carr had died as the result of poi -
son, self-inflicted.

The deceased was very popular and was 
employed by Mr. D. Rider, Union Hotel, as a 
barmaid. 

She went about her work during the day as 
usual, although it was noticed that she seemed 
to be worrying.

After tea she went to town with her mother, 
and after returning to her room at the hotel, 
cleared out. 

Her mother, becoming alarmed, as her 
daughter had threatened, when in a depressed 
mood, several times to take her life, got a cou-
ple of men to follow her, but for a moment they 
lost trace, but when eventually found she had 
already taken poison, near the water trough on 
the common. 

She was hurried back to the hotel but 
breathed her last on arrival. 

The funeral took place from the morgue to 
the Blackall cemetery on Saturday afternoon 
and was well attended. 

Some pretty wreaths were laid on the coffin. 
(The deceased will be remembered locally 

as having at one time been employed as bar-
maid at the Longreach Hotel, where she was 
very well-liked and respected.—Ed. “Leader”.) 
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Poetry cafe woos Winton 
By Michael R Williams 

A new book-themed cafe in Winton is proving 
to be a classic. 

Born in Winton, but travelling often, Lost 
Poet owner-operator Tahnee Oakhill would 
finally settle in the outback town when she 
turned 18. 

Having a background in journalism and 
creative writing she designed the motif as a 
way to share her sense of purpose with her 
home town. 

Growing up in shearing sheds where her 
mother was a cook and her father was a shear-
er, Ms Oakhill met her now husband in her late 
teens, despite the two only being born days 
apart in the same hospital. 

“I spent plenty of time growing up in the 
kitchens of pubs, bistros and cafes that my 
mother either worked in or ran herself; she has 
also run her own catering operations.”

“My background [however] is in journal -
ism, creative writing, and events. 

“For the past 20 years in Winton, I have 
mostly been behind a camera, keyboard or 
somewhere behind the scenes or backstage of 
the huge variety of events that my little town 
has seen throughout that time.”

Ms Oakhill has built a steady portfolio 
writing for the Winton Herald, magazines, 
Queensland Country Life, The Longreach 
Leader, and Sunday Mail in the past, as well 
as, production for festivals and the filming of 
ABC’s Total Control. 

“I have loved reading and writing the writ -
ten word since I was a small child,” Ms Oakhill 
said. 

“I named the store The Lost Poet because 
it was really about me trying to find my place 
and reconnect with myself and my sense of 
purpose and what that looks like in my home -
town. 

“I also felt like it represented so many of 
the artistic and creative folks who can often 
feel like the odd ones out or the black sheep in 
small outback towns. 

“I think the character of many small towns, 
however, is changing vastly, and can no lon -
ger be so easily stereotyped nor does it do the 
same. 

“I did note that when I first decided to call 
the Coffee Bookstore ‘The Lost Poet’ that it 
related not only to me personally but could 
easily be connected to that figure [Banjo Pat -
erson who famously first performed Waltzing 
Matilda in the town] which has represented 
our town and becomes part of its leading char -
acter for such a long time.”

The cafe aims to be a relaxed space for lo-
cals and tourists alike to come and ‘just be as 
they need to be’. 

“I want people to feel they are welcomed 
to come and sit, to read, to connect or discon -
nect, to be inspired or energised in some small 
way,” Ms Oakhill said. 

“If I can offer good coffee and some comfort 
food in the mix to help that along then I feel 
like the business is doing its job. 

“I run the Poet with my young cousin, Cry -
sania Gadd, who has moved out to Winton 
from Townsville to pour the coffees from our 
La Marzocco machine ‘Delilah’.”

“The initial goal for me when I started the 
lost poet was not just to be a coffee bookstore,” 
she said. 

“I just felt like these would be the two as -
pects that would help create the atmosphere 
that might lend itself to the future goals of run -
ning events within the walls of the poet and 
the kind of folks that would seek those out and 
the space itself. 

“I am hoping to expand further on the space 
and create events or openings where creatives 
and artists can be inspired to mingle, work, in -
spire and be inspired. “There are so many hid -
den talents in and outside of our small towns 
in the central west and id love to see them find 
a stage or space that really encourages and 
embraces them doing that.”

Since opening in November, the Winton 
community has embraced the coffee shop-
bookstore hybrid with open arms. 

“As long as some days can be when you are 
starting out your own business, it has been the 
friendly faces who come through every day 
that my staff and I get to enjoy seeing; or even 
watching friends and family come together 
during tough times and seeing that they feel 
some sort of comfort and intimacy within the 

walls of the poet has been special,” Ms Oakhill 
said. 

“That’s been the real kicker. 
“That’s the stuff that gets you up early and 

keeps you going late at night to make sure that 
no matter what the following day brings that 
your community knows you will open your 
door to them.

“I love seeing the writers come in with their 
laptops and seeing their eyes sparkle as they 
order another hot chocolate and tell you how 
many words they’ve just clocked up and how 
inspired by the space they have been. 

“Seeing someone find their favourite book 
in the used books in the room. 

“Watching kids roll in after school and share 
milkshakes on the old chesterfields, phones in 
pockets, laughing and talking face to face. 

“There have been plenty of times our clos -
ing hour has rolled around and we just let peo -
ple sit and continue talking, writing, reading as 
we clean or just enjoy the energy of the room. I

“It’s been a beautiful, positive thing. 
“I am very grateful.”

Fae Le Friz Tarot readings (Grace Elliott, writer 
in residence and fortune teller).

The Saturday scrabblers. The cheesecake critics.

The Britton family catch up.



Friday, 20 January, 2023   TODAY 13

Reality check
���������������
�����������������
�������������
�

������ �
������ �
������

Chance for 
romance

������������
�
���	�
���
����������
��������������
��������������
���
��������
�����������
���������

Do you have an event coming up? 
We want to know!

Send the details to editorial@leadertoday.com.au 
and we’ll publish it in our weekly Events Calendar.

12526033-SG50-21
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THE I TAL IAN JOB
10 Shake, Monday, 8.30pm, M (2003)
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RABBIT�P ROOF FENCE
NITV, Tuesday, 8.45pm, PG (2002)
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• ��‘ �–—��˜‚� �‚‚‘

SET SAIL FOR ADVENTURE

THE FAT HER
SBS World Movies, Sunday, 8.30pm, M (2020)

™�
�������
�����
�����˜��������

����������
���������������
���	��������	�������•�����������
����������������
�•��������
•�������•���
��	����
����–��„����������•���

��	�� ��������� €�
�������������������•������������
���	�
•�
����������
����•�
��
���„�	�������������
�����	����
�����������
�����������	��������
•����
���—�������š�����������������
��
�����������������������
�	�
�������
�	�����„��•����
������
��
�•�„����
	����������������•����
����
��������•�
���•��������
����	�����������
�
���•��� �+�+�+�+

�����������
�������������������� �
������������������
��������������� �
����
���
������	������� �

THE SOUND OF MU SIC
Seven, Friday, 8.30pm, G (1965)
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WA TCHMEN
9Go!, Friday, 9.15pm, MA15+ (2009)
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BA STILLE DAY
Seven, Saturday, 
10.25pm, M (2016)
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Saturday
PIRATES OF THE CARIBBEAN: THE CURSE OF THE BLA CK PEARL
Seven, 7.30pm, M (2003)
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CONSUMER ADVICE (P) Pre-school (C) Children (PG) Parental Guidance Recommended (M) Mature Audiences (MA15+)  Mature Audiences Only (AV15+) Extreme Adult Violence (R) Repeat (a) Adult themes (d) Drug references (h) Horror (s) Sex references (l)  Language (m) Medical procedures (n) Nudity (v)  Violence. 
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MONTY DON’S A DRI ATIC GARD ENS
ABC TV, Friday, 7.30pm
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JAM IE OLIVER: TOGETHER
10, Saturday, 6.30pm
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LUCY WORSLEY: A GATH A CHRISTIE MYSTERY QUEEN
ABC TV Plus, Sunday, 8.30pm
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GHOSTS
10, Monday, 8.45pm
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Have something to celebrate?
Place a Birthday, Wedding, Baby, Congratulations, Memorial notice with us.

Phone 1300 666 808
sales@networkclassi�eds.com.au
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REALITY CHECK
7BRAVO
Streaming, 7plus
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MIRACLE WORKERS:  
END TIMES
Streaming, Stan

STONEHOUSE
Streaming, BritBox
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THAT ’90S SHOW
Streaming, Net�ix
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MINIONS: THE RISE OF GRU
Streaming, Foxtel On Demand
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TRUTH BE TOLD
Streaming, from Friday,  
Apple TV+
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Order now on aussietoysonline.com.au

FARM FRESH
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1:        John Palmer enjoying his birthday dinner with 

family.  

2: Courtney Blythe cuddling a friendly dog. 

3:  Nadish Kariyawasam sharing a drink with Mike 

Aleckson.

4:  Diana Wabing enjoying a drink. 

5:  David and Clare Paterson enjoying their dinner 

date. 

6:  Twan and Julie Lloyd having dinner out at the 

Longreach Tavern.

7: Frances Calleja enjoying a night off from cooking. 

8:  Drinks out Kayla McIntrye, Carlin Burns, and 

Kiona Weldon. 

9:  Keegan Smith-Bellis, Abbey Walden, and Elijah 

Burke ready to serve dinner at the Longreach 

RSL. 

Out and About
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Many businesses rely on their 
catalogues being read.

Catalogues in newspapers 
are 40% more effective 

in generating store traf�c 
than they are when left 

in a letter box
1 in 5 letter boxes have 

a no junk mail sign

Does your mail 
get wet sometimes?

For more information
Contact the Longreach/ 

Central West Leader team 
on 4863 5050 or

advertising@leadertoday.com.au  

“Our audience is more engaged  
because they pay to read what  

is inside their paper”

CATALOGUES
GETTING WET?
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IN BRIEF

Cutting costs and emissions in beef 
production  
A research team led by the University of 
Queensland has developed a tool to help the 
global beef industry simultaneously reduce 
costs and greenhouse gas emissions while 
meeting demand for meat.

The team assessed the economic and emis-
sions impacts of different cattle feeds at differ -
ent locations around the globe to formulate a 
framework to guide and inform industry sus -
tainability efforts.

Postdoctoral Research Fellow Adam C. Cas-
tonguay from UQ’s School of Veterinary Sci -
ence said the study showed that as much as 85 
per cent of emissions could be cut without an 
overall economic hit to the beef sector.

“This can be achieved by opting for more 
efficient feeds and locations, and restoring 
forests in inefficient areas, without increas -
ing global costs of production or reducing de -
mand for beef,” Mr Castonguay said.

“We have mapped out the most efficient 
locations around the world to produce beef 
and the maps change when factors are altered, 
such as how much society values reducing 
emissions over reducing production costs.

“This has given us an unprecedented in -
sight into the ‘what, where, and why’ of beef 
production at a global level and decisions 
about the future of the industry can be in -
formed by inputting trade-offs and opportuni -
ties.”

The research group says the tool could be 
used by governments and industry to develop 
policy and strategy.  

“There will be continued global demand 
for beef and there are a huge number of liveli -
hoods associated with it, so this research aims 
to find an appropriate balance to maintain the 
bottom line of the sector,” Mr Castonguay said.

“Further economic modelling and fine-
tuning the data for specific locations would 
reveal the implications of any changes, includ -
ing on beef prices for consumers.”

Mr Castonguay said the optimisation 
method developed by the team using mapping 
technology overcame historic roadblocks to 
finding an environmental-economic balance.

“There are many innovations in cattle feed 
to increase productivity or reduce emissions 
which have not been analysed as a trade-off 
with other values and goals,” he said.

“Our results highlight the massive potential 
for improvements in the way we produce beef, 
to help us to meet global sustainability goals.

“The extent to which we reduce emissions 
and production costs depends on our values 
or preferences as a society.”

This research has been published in Nature 
Sustainability. 

The Federal Government is seeking feedback 
from farmers and equipment service providers 
on the new $30 million On Farm Connectivity 
Program, funded through the October Budget.

The program is part of the Government’s 
Better Connectivity Plan for Regional and Ru -
ral Australia, committing funding over three 
years to grow Australia’s agricultural sector 
through extended connectivity for farmers 
and their innovative machinery.

A new discussion paper sets out initial 
information about the On Farm Connectiv -
ity Program’s scope and encourages industry 
feedback to ensure it is fit-for-purpose to de -
liver on the needs of the agricultural sector.

In its current design, the program will 
contribute towards the cost of an equipment 
service provider purchasing, installing and 
delivering some initial training on equipment 
which extends connectivity on farms and agri-
businesses – including in the forestry and fish -
eries sector – so primary producers can take 
advantage of connected machinery and sensor 
technology. 

The first round of funding is expected to 
be available in the second quarter of 2023 
through a grant application process.

The October Budget included one of the 
most significant regional telecommunications 
investment packages since the establishment 

of the National Broadband Network over a de -
cade ago, with over $2.2 billion invested in re -
gional telecommunications over the next five 
years.

Other measures funded through the Budget 
will improve mobile coverage and capacity, 
boost communications resilience, and expand 
programs to address known black spots.

Submissions on the On Farm Connectivity 
Program discussion paper close on 3 March 
2023. To make a submission visit infrastruc -
ture.gov.au/have-your-say

Federal Blair MP Shayne Neumann said the 
agriculture industry was a core part of the local 
economy in Ipswich, the Somerset Region and 
surrounding areas. 

“That’s why the Albanese Government is 
taking action to back our hardworking farm -
ers to stay at the cutting edge of agricultural 
innovation.

“Our On Farm Connectivity Program will 
provide support for our agricultural sector to 
be able to take advantage of connected ma-
chinery to drive increased productivity.

“Feedback from local primary producers on 
the ground who know the sector better than 
anyone else is essential for the successful de-
sign and implementation of this program, and 
I encourage them to have their say,” Mr Neu -
mann said. 

Better connectivity plan for 
nation’s primary producers

By Agforce 

AgForce has commended farmers for sus-
tainable land management practices, fol -
lowing the release of the latest Statewide 
Landcover and Trees Study (SLATS) report.

The report, which uses state-of-the-art 
satellite technology, reveals overall tree 
clearing in Queensland from 2019-2020 is 
down by 40 per cent on the previous year 
while clearing in remnant and high-value 
regrowth vegetation-regulated areas has 
reduced by more than 50 per cent.

Tree clearing in Reef catchment areas 
has also decreased by 16 per cent on the 
previous year.

AgForce General President Georgie 
Somerset said the figures put paid to out -
landish claims by greenies that the State is 
a “deforestation hotspot.”

“This latest information tells an undeni -
ably good story of landowners managing 
our natural assets in Queensland,” she said.

“With so much at stake these days (envi-
ronmentally, climatically, socially, and eco -
nomically), it’s never been more important 
to spread a positive message - landowners 
do indeed care for agricultural lands.

“The findings are a testament to the 

hard work of landowners, who have made 
great efforts with sustainable land man -
agement during particularly challenging 
times and tough drought conditions.

“They value protected plant and animal 
species, and they are united in their desire 
to produce safe, delicious, healthy food 
for the rest of us in Australia and through -
out the world, while also maintaining and 
building natural capital to support healthy 
ecosystems.

“We commend our farmers for their 
great work, and will continue to work with 
industry, the community, and the State 
Government to ensure land clearing in 
Queensland continues to reduce.”

New report tells the ‘good  
story’ of land management

Agforce General President Georgie 
Somerset, right, with friends. 

Wool sales resume
By Australian Wool Network 

Sales resumed this week after the annual three-
week Christmas recess to a national offering of 
50,509 bales; it was the third largest sale for the 
season and the most bales in five months. 

Volumes were particularly high at the three-
day Melbourne sale which hosted its largest 
sale in 11 months, and Fremantle, which re -
corded its second-largest sale for the season. 

The market commenced the 2023 calendar 
year following the lead of the first sale from  
the previous seven years which have all opened 

up making gains. 
At this sale, it was initially a cautious start 

however, with the AWEX-EMI losing 4 cents 
on the opening day (Tuesday) on the back of 
losses across most of the Merino microns. 

The momentum changed on Wednesday 
when there were solid increases particularly at 
the stylish Melbourne offering, while Thursday 
closed out the week to further gains in the me -
dium microns. 

The results at the end of the series had gains 
of 20 cents for the 19-micron and finer range 

which carried the AWEX Eastern Market Indi -
cator to an increase of 6 cents for the sale. 

Merino Skirtings also found good support 
for most of the week, closing as much as 50 
cents dearer. 

Crossbreds had heavy losses early before 
stabilising but still closed cheaper for the sale. 
Merino Cardings were generally in line with 
the previous sale held prior to Christmas. 

Next week is expected to be a similar-sized 
catalogue with more than 51,000 bales forecast 
to be offered in three selling centres.
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Gardening Neil Fisher

Kangaroo Paws for colour
This Thursday is Australia Day so why not 
plant one of Australia’s true icon plants in your 
garden? 

The plant I was thinking of is the Kanga -
roo Paw or Anigozanthos the floral emblem of 
Western Australia. 

With its distinctive flowers and diversity of 
colours and forms the Kangaroo Paw or Anigo -
zanthos has become an Australian icon.

And up to a few years ago a plant that would 
not tolerate our climate in Central Queensland. 

As our humid summers and dry winters are 
totally unsuitable for the growing of Western 
Australian wildflowers. 

The change in growing habits of many 
plants comes from hybridisation with most of 
the Kangaroo Paw grown in this region being 
developed to tolerate our climate. 

There are about 50 registered hybrids of 
Kangaroo Paws, and it is these hybrids that are 
seen growing in this region. 

Hybrid Kangaroo Paws will perform better 
in the garden than the true native species. 

In particular, the Bush Gem varieties are 
worth a try in local gardens. 

Some hybrids have also been bred for the 
cut flower industry with the flowers exported 
to Japan and Europe. 

Kangaroo Paws are one of the most 
drought-tolerant Australian plants but many 
enthusiasts find that a little extra watering 
during early spring and summer will help sus -
tain the longevity of the flowers. 

A sunny very well-drained position is a 
must for growing any of the Kangaroo Paws. 

Most enthusiasts will recommend adding a 
small amount of organic matter to the garden 
soil to improve the plants’ growth.

There are eleven species of Anigozanthos 
with the best known being Red and Green 
Kangaroo Paw or Mangles Kangaroo Paw, An-
igozanthos manglesii. 

This Kangaroo Paw is the floral emblem of 
Western Australia and the flower also appears 
on the state Coat of arms.

Anigozanthos manglesii is a medium-sized 
Kangaroo Paw for a well-drained but well-wa -
tered position in full sun. 

Masses of large green flowers with red 
throats will appear during spring and summer. 

It is a useful landscape plant in Western 
Australia but is very hard to grow locally. 

There are more species that were previ-
ously known as Anigozanthos fuliginosus or 
the Black Kangaroo Paw, which have been re-
named Macropidia fuliginosa. 

It is a small Kangaroo Paw that requires a 
very well-drained sunny position. 

Large pale green flowers with a black throat 
and fine black hairs appear in late spring and 
summer. 

I know of only one plant that lasted more 

than a year in Central Queensland.
Pruning is the key to keeping Kangaroo 

Paws healthy and vigorous and as they grow 
from underground rhizomes it is safe to cut 
the plants back to almost ground level. 

It is best to prune back your plants after 
flowering as this will help reduce the risk of 
fungal disease. 

The blackening of the foliage is a problem 
for Kangaroo Paws with discolouring often 
caused by the disease Ink Spot. 

Frost and snails can also cause foliage 
blackening, in fact, anything that damages the 
leaf tissue will blacken it. 

I would recommend cutting off all damaged 
foliage so to allow the plant to produce fresh 
new leaves to create a better overall appear-
ance.
DRAINAGE
The heavy rain that’s been experienced across 
Central Queensland over the last few weeks 
highlights the need for drainage in most forms 
of landscaping. 

Firstly, water must be directed away from 
the house so that it doesn’t cause any damp-
related damage to the structure. 

Excess water should also be eliminated from 
ponding in the yard to prevent root-based dis -
eases for the lawn or trees and shrubs. 

The best time to identify drainage issues is 
now, after a heavy rain event. 

It is quite easy to address surface drainage 

by making sure the water is always running 
away from the house. 

It is a little harder with subsurface water, 
and the only way to remove this from prob -
lem areas is by underground slotted drainage 
pipes. 

This water should always be carried to the 
lowest point of the land, where it can be dis -

posed of in a number of ways. 
These could include the construction of a 

special drainage pit, or connecting it to an al -
ready established stormwater system.  

While drainage can be a major headache 
to the garden, with a little bit of planning and 
foresight, your house and garden can survive 
even the wettest of years.

Anigozanthos Bush Fire. Anigozanthos Bush Ranger. Anigozanthos Bush Tenacity. Anigozanthos Bush Inferno.

Excess water should also be eliminated from ponding in the yard to prevent root-based diseases for the lawn or trees and shrubs.

Anigozanthos Bush Ballad.
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Empowering women through education and health is a priority for the Queens land Country Women’s Association (QCWA). The QCWA Country Kitchens program, funded by the Queensland  
Government through Health and Wellbeing Queensland, supports Queenslanders to adopt healthier lifestyles. To �nd out more about the progra m visit https://qcwacountrykitchens.com.au/.

������� ���
����������� ����������
���������� �����������

�������
�������
�����������������


	
������
��� �
�� ����������������
����
�� �������

���������������
�� ���������������
�����	�
�� ��������
	����	��
������	
���������
�� ���������
���
��
�� ���������
		���
���
�� �������������
��������
�� �����������������������
�
���
�� �������������������
����
�� •�������	��������
����

�������
�� •••••• �
­����
��€�‚ƒ�����	������

�	�������������������������„
��…†‡ •ˆ����������������������������

�����	�„�‰�����������
��­��

����
�������„

�� •Š•ƒ•������
�����
�������
���
��������
�
�������������������
��	����������	������
�	„

�� •‹‹������

�������������
�������Œ�
���������������Ž���		������
������
�
������������„

�� ‘•’•�

�������������������������
�
�“������
�����

	��„

�������������������	��
”
���
�­
�������������
��	��������
�	���•���������	�����–� ��������Œ�
��������
�����������������������
�������������������������

����������
������
	��
���	Œ���		�	
­�„

country  k tchens recipes
Chewy Date, Fig and 
Ginger Slice

Cranberry Couscous
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Courtesy of Beverley Milligan, Millaa Millaa Branch

Recipe Courtesy of Noela Anderson, 
Rosslea Branch
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Bushy TalesBottled Fruit

Insert Brain Here

Ballard Street

Grin Bin

Swamp

Insanity Streak

Doodley Squat

WuMo

Against the Grain
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No. 116

No. 116 No. 116

������
1 Chocolate powder�(5)
4 Star symbols used in text�(9)
9 Authors�(7)
10 Sack�(7)
11 Harvesting�(7)
12 Notwithstanding�(7)
13 Pathological self-admirer�(9)
15 Counterfeit�(4)
17 Enthusiasts�(4)
19 Republic in Central 

America�(9)
22 Sprinting�(7)
25 Control the functioning of a 

machine, process, etc�(7)
26 Dutch tech company�(7)
27 Japanese paper folding�(7)
28 Mental disorder�(9)
29 US actress, – Holmes�(5)

����
1 Fellow employee�(2-6)
2 US city known as ‘The Windy 

City’�(7)

3 Citizens of US�(9)
4 Designating�(9)
5 Warmish�(5)
6 Acting parts�(5)
7 Ill from ocean movement�(7)
8 Spectacles�(6)
14 Making loud and confused 

noise�(10)
15 Male name�(9)
16 Austrian children’s character 

who lives in a French 
orphanage�(8)

18 Reprieve�(7)
20 Rigid�(7)
21 Support�(4,2)
23 From Dublin or Galway�(5)
24 Strong 

wind 
blasts�(5)

�������
QUICK CROSSWORD

DECODER WORDFIT

9-LETTER WORD

5x5 QUICK QUIZ

To solve a Sudoku puzzle, every number from 
1 to 9 must appear in: each of the nine vertical 
columns, each of the nine horizontal rows and 
each of the nine 3 x 3 boxes. Remember, no 
number can occur more than once in any row, 
column or box.

No. 116

8 6 4

8 2 3 7

1 8 6

3 1 7

9 2 8 3

2 7 1 5

6 2 3 9

1 4 9 8

4 6 9

easy

2 5

6 7 8 4

3 7

4 7 6 3

7 1

3 4 9

7 3 1

4 2

3 9 5 4

medium

8 5

5 7

1 2

3 1 5

3 1 6 2

9 7 3 6

5 6 9 1

6 2 5 9

9 4 5

hard

No. 116

SUDOKU

1 In which district of London 
would you �nd Mayfair?

2 Rudy Giuliani (pictured) was 
mayor of which US city?

3 Who wrote the 1996 spy novel 
The Tailor of Panama?

4 Kim Philby was a member of 
which famous ring of spies in 
England during the Cold War?

5 The River Cam runs through 
which English university town?

6 Founded in 1088, what is the 
oldest continuously operating 
university in the world?

7 The Etruscan civilisation 
existed in what is now which 
modern country?

8 Who did Kanye West interrupt 
during an award acceptance 
speech at the 2009 MTV Video 
Music Awards?

9 Who wrote the 1868 Russian 
novel The Idiot?

10 Which '80s rock anthem 
begins: ‘I followed the Moskva 
down to Gorky Park'?
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Using the nine letters in the grid, how many words of  
four letters or more can you list? The centre letter must  
be included and each letter may only be used once.  
No colloquial or foreign 
words. No capitalised nouns, 
apostrophes or plural 
words ending in “s”.
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X
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B

J

Y

H

A

G

V

W

P

U

K

Insert the missing letters to make  
10 words – �ve reading across the 
grid and �ve reading down.

NOTE: more than one solution may 
be possible
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325649187

693728514

456892371

941287635

274951863

782134956

867315492

518463729

139576248

easy medium

hard

178526493

584293176

231857649

945318267

792681534

869432715

623974851

316745982

457169328

813725694

295481763

637148952

749863125

371659248

158297436

562914387

486372519

924536871

1

14

7

20

2

15

8

21

3

16

9

22

4

17

10

23

5

18

11

24

6

19

12

25

13

26
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���…���	 �†�West End �†�New York City �†�John 
le Carré €†�The Cambridge Five ‚†�Cambridge 
�†�University of Bologna ƒ†�Italy „†�Taylor Swift  
�†�Fyodor Dostoevsky �‡†�Wind of Change
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LONGREACH FORECAST

FORECAST

THE WORLD

CAPITAL CITIES

World conditions yesterday
City Weather Max Min

www.bom.gov.au
Warnings: 
Latest info at 
 www.bom.gov.au/australia/warnings
Warnings 1300 659 210
State Service 1300 934 034
Coastal Waters 1300 978 023

City Condition Max
Adelaide Mostly sunny. 26
Brisbane Shower or two. 26
Canberra Cloudy. 22
Darwin Showers. Possible storm. 32
Hobart Partly cloudy. 20
Melbourne Partly cloudy. 23
Perth Mostly sunny. 35
Sydney Shower or two. 24

LONGREACH

UV ALERT

8:20am - 4:40pm

MAX UV Index

13 (extreme)

SUN & MOON

Athens fine 19 14
Auckland fine 25 17
Bangkok windy 33 20
Beijing fine 4 -6
Berlin fine 3 -3
Christchurch fine 23 14
Denpasar rain 32 26
Dublin sunny 4 -1
Hong Kong sunny 19 14
Honolulu haze 27 19
Jakarta rain 28 24
Johannesburg storms 31 17
Kuala Lumpur storms 33 24
London sunny 4 -1
Los Angeles sunny 14 7
Madrid fine 8 1
Moscow rain 1 -2
New Delhi rain 22 6
New York rain 7 4
Noumea sunny 30 22
Paris fine 5 0
Auckland fine 25 17
Port Vila storms 31 21
Seoul mist 0 -5
Singapore storms 33 23
Suva storms 32 22
Tel Aviv fine 20 10
Tokyo cloudy 10 3
Vancouver sunny 6 0
Wellington fine 23 14

Issued at 1pm Wednesday for 
January 20, 2023

Sunrise Sunset Moonrise Moonset

Friday

Saturday

Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

5:53am 7:14pm 3:33am 5:52pm

5:54am 7:14pm 4:40am 6:56pm

5:55am 7:14pm 5:51am 7:53pm

5:55am 7:14pm 7:03am 8:42pm

5:56am 7:14pm 8:12am 9:25pm

5:57am 7:13pm 9:17am 10:03pm

RAINFALL

mm
500
400
300
200
100
50
25
15
10
5
2
1

Forecast Rainfall
Today mm

500
400
300
200
100
50
25
15
10
5
2
1

Tomorrow

Barcaldine 33

Blackall 34

Year to date to
9am January 17, 2023

1200
800
600
400
300
200
100
50
25
10
2

0mm

400
300
200
150
100
50
25
15
10
5
1

mm

7 days to 9am
January 17, 2023

Warnings
See www.bom.gov.au/australia/warnings
Longreach:
Mostly sunny. Light winds.
Saturday. Sunny.
Isisford:
Sunny.
Saturday. Mostly sunny.
Barcaldine:
Mostly sunny.
Saturday. Sunny.
Central West District:
Mostly sunny. Slight (20%) chance of a shower in
the southeast. The chance of a storm in the
southeast. Light winds becoming east to
northeasterly 15 to 20 km/h during the afternoon.
Saturday. Mostly sunny. Slight (30%) chance of a
shower in the southeast in the afternoon and
evening. The chance of a storm south of
Longreach in the afternoon and evening. Winds
east to northeasterly 15 to 25 km/h.
Northern Goldfields & Upper Flinders District:
Sunny day. The chance of a storm in the north in
the afternoon and evening. Winds easterly 15 to
25 km/h.
Saturday. Mostly sunny. Winds east to
northeasterly 15 to 25 km/h.
Central Highlands & Coalfields District:
Mostly sunny. Slight (30%) chance of a shower
about the Carnarvon Ranges in the afternoon and
evening. The chance of a storm in the south in the
afternoon and evening. Light winds becoming
northeast to southeasterly 15 to 20 km/h during
the day then becoming light during the evening.
Saturday. Partly cloudy. Medium (50%) chance of
showers about the Carnarvon Ranges, most likely
in the afternoon and evening. The chance of a
storm in the south in the afternoon and evening.
Winds east to northeasterly 15 to 20 km/h
becoming light during the evening. 
Maranoa & Warrego District:
Mostly sunny. Slight (20%) chance of a shower in
the northeast. The chance of a storm. Winds
northeast to southeasterly 15 to 20 km/h tending
south to southeasterly 15 to 25 km/h during the
day then tending east to southeasterly during the
evening.
Saturday. Partly cloudy. Medium (40%) chance of
showers in the afternoon and evening. The chance
of a storm. Winds east to northeasterly 15 to 25
km/h tending north to northeasterly during the
morning then tending east to northeasterly during
the day. 
Queensland:
Scattered showers and storms north of about
Cairns to Kowanyama, tending widespread at
times over the Peninsula. Locally heavy falls
possible on the Peninsula with the monsoon
trough. Isolated showers south of Ingham, tending
scattered about the Cassowary Coast. Isolated
showers and storms about the southern inland
and southeast, tending scattered about the
Granite Belt and Border Ranges. Partly cloudy
about the central interior and far southwest of the
state. Maximum temperatures near or below
average.

1008

1008

1008

1016

1016

1004

996

1013

1004

1011

1024

1008

1008

1016

1016

1016

1004

1006

1025 1020

Check latest
 cyclone advice

FRIDAY 10AM

SATURDAY 10AM

Sunny Mostly
sunny

Partly
cloudy

Cloudy Chance
shower

Shower
or two

Showers Light rain
(drizzle)

Rain Storm Showers
storm

Windy Dust Fog

Mostly sunny.
36 

TODAY
Sunny.

36 

TOMORROW
Sunny.

35 

SUNDAY
Mostly sunny.

35 

MONDAY

Charleville 35

Brisbane 26

Townsville 32

Winton 38

Cunnamulla 37

Roma 33

Longreach 36

Moranbah 30

Windorah 38

Richmond 36 Mackay 30

Emerald 31

Charters Towers 32

Rolleston 31
Tambo 33

St. George 32

Isisford 35

Longreach 36
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CALL 1300 666 808
ADVERTISEwith us and get 

better  results
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EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES

�������� , please email
hr@oat.net.au or enquiries T: 4658 3000.

���������������������� please go to:
www.outbackaussietours.com.au/careers
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WE WOULD LIKE TO INVITE ENTHUSIASTIC
PEOPLE TO JOIN OUR TEAM FOR THE

2023 SEASON IN THE FOLLOWING POSITIONS:
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V Contract & Tenders
V Positions Vacant

General Classi� eds General Classi� eds
section of Network Classi� eds.
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V Professional V Training And Development

Employment
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Sadly missed
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V Funeral Services

Motoring
Buy & Sell in the 

section of Network Classi� eds.

THOMAS, Ian Herbert OAM
09.10.1934 – 11.01.2023

Loved husband of Dorothy,
incredible father to Kerrie, Helen and Paul 

and father-in-law to Greg and Sarah.
Adored and loved Pa of Tom, Ben, Kate, 

Hannah, Simon, Will and Ollie and partners 
Bree, Alice, Sammy, Callum,

Sienna and Sophie.

Ian devoted his life to his family,
his garden, the community and the 

newspaper industry.

We all love and miss you already
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Longreach Regional Council is an Equal Opportunity Employer
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Announcements General NoticesTrades & Services
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A dream of the United Cup
By Michael R Williams  

Central West tennis prodigy Will Cameron took 
a step closer to his dream at this year’s Bris-
bane United Tennis Cup as a ball kid for some 
of the world’s greatest players. 

“I’ve been playing tennis since I was a little 
kid, so I’ve always had a love of tennis,” Will 
said. 

“I’ve played tournaments all over.
“It was a good experience; it was something 

different, but I still got to see great tennis being 
played.”

Will was ecstatic when we was able to meet 
some of his idols at the tournament/ 

“There was Stan Wawrinka and lots of other 
top ten players in the world,” he said. 

“It was amazing to see them play. 
“I saw their aggressive game style and the 

different styles they played with. 
“But I liked how aggressive they were with 

taking the ball on.”
Will was granted the opportunity when his 

mum, Louise Cameron, saw the advertisement 
on Facebook. 

“She asked me if I wanted to do it, and I said 
yeah because I thought it’d be good to see all 
the good players live,” Will said. 

“We went down a day early to get our uni -
forms sorted, but from there it was pretty full 
on. 

“The days were packed with work to do; it 
was 9 to 3 some days. 

“We didn’t really get much time to see the 
sights of Brisbane.”

Off the court Will made friends with other 
ball kids and was able to socialise with the 
players. 

“It was a good atmosphere off the court; I 
got to play card games with some of the other 
ball kids,” Will said. 

“And we got to go into the player’s lounge 
and all the private areas where the public isn’t 
allowed and we could interact with some of 
the players there. 

“I got pictures with Matteo Berrettini and 
Casper Ruud who are both top five in the 
world—that was pretty cool.”

While enjoyable, it was also a nerve-racking 
experience for Will. 

“I had never done it [being a ball kid] be -
fore,” he said. 

“The first match I was a bit nervous because 
you don’t want to mess up, but after that, I felt 
pretty good. 

“At that point, I felt like I had got the gist of 
it. 

“It was really fun.
“The night session was a stand out: it was 

Stan Wawrinka versus Bublik.
“There was a really great atmosphere with 

the crowd, and it was really good tennis, and 
the crowd was going crazy.”

Harry Cameron, Will’s brother, was a mem -
ber of the Toowoomba Anglican School’s 
tennis team at the recent Queensland State 
Primary School cup, which was played at the 
same time as United Cup. 

He played singles and doubles at 
Queensland Tennis Centre courts against oth -
er Queensland-wide Year 6 boys. 

When they weren’t on the court, they had 
fun getting autographs from the Brisbane 
United Cup players. 

“We really enjoyed playing as a team and 
then when we were off the court it was really 
fun chasing down the famous tennis players,” 
Harry said. 

Will in action at the United Cup. Will servicing players at the United Cup in Brisbane.

Harry Cameron had his own adventure.

Will with Matteo Berrettini, world number 6.

Will with three-time grand slam champion Stan 
Wawrinka.
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Lloydy’s Serve Michael Lloyd

‘Fast food’ fix with little time to relish the real game
For those who know me, I like cricket, well 
know I LOVE cricket.  

I suffer now through an extended Rugby 
League season of Bronco coaching dramas 
and NSW players again making fools of them -
selves to finally get four months of uninter -
rupted cricket each year.  

But this year it seems to have come and 
gone without me really noticing.  

Two oppositions in the Test arena that 
struggled to make a game last four days let 
alone five and some inconsequential one 
games have left me with cricket’s fast food, the 

Big Bash.  
Sure they’ve had some great finishes, but as 

a traditionalist, 20/20s should be the cherry on 
the cricket cake, not the sponge at the bottom 
propping it all up.  The looming away series 
against India is an unofficial World Champi -
onship; so that might just save me, but let’s 
just say it hasn’t been the summer I could have 
hoped for.

In Australian cricket, followers might just 
be in for a once-in-a-lifetime experience in a 
few years.  

Rarely do we see a major change in our Na-

tional team but this could be on the cards in 
the 28-36 months.  

Not since Chappell, Lillee and Marsh all left 
at the same time, have we see such a dramat-
ic turnover in the Australian team as we are 
about to witness.  

Smith, Warner, Khawaja and Lyon, all play -
ing great cricket at the moment, are moving 
into the twilights of their careers, and it’s not 
too hard to see them all leaving at the same 
time.  

Yes, you might say there are some talented 
replacements in the wings, but their experi -

ence and knowledge will leave a great hole 
when they go.

Locally in the Central West cricket is on the 
verge of a boom era.  New facilities in Long-
reach will guarantee a cracker of 23/24 sum -
mer for seniors and juniors, the resurgence 
of intertown games in Barcaldine continues, 
Blackall has restarted a junior program and will 
be getting support from Queensland Cricket, 
and the new pitch in Winton will hopefully be 
up and running for next season.  Its exciting 
times for the red, white and pink ball in West -
ern Queensland, pad up and get ready for the 
next chapter!

Well unfortunately the Saturday Comp 
games were called off when the heavens 
opened up, but we had plenty of Singles 
Competition games again on Sunday. We 
had club Life Member Dave Ramage tak-
ing on Shawn Ryan. 

Shawn has been playing great bowls 
and proved too strong for Dave in this 
game taking the win by 31–11. 

We also had Cisco Llewelyn up 
against Bernie Gayler. 

This game lasted 32 ends with Bernie 
leading early but then Cisco catching 
him at eight all after 10 ends. 

Cisco then drew (excuse the pun) 
away after scoring 12 shots in five ends 
to take a commanding 20–8 lead. 

Bernie stayed in the hunt but the 10 
to 12-shot gap was too much for him to 
close and Cisco took the game 31–21. 

The next game panned out the same 
with Peter Thurecht and Andrew Watts 
battling it out. 

Wattsy took an early lead but when 
Peter caught him Peter then scored 14 
unanswered shots and maintained that 
10 to 12 shot gap through the latter stag-
es, finally taking the win by 31–21. 

Another game saw Bob Grant taking 
on Bluey Beard. Bluey lost the first few 
ends but then he consistently scored 
shots to take a 13–4 lead. 

Bob rallied and got back within four 
shots but Bluey found his second wind 
and drew away again to take the game 
31–13. 

The last game saw last weekend’s 
winners in Peter Anderson and Terry 
Harris up against each other. 

Pete had a small lead but Terry found 
his line and length and squared the score 
at five all after seven ends. 

Terry then passed Pete and held a 
narrow 13–12 lead after 16 ends. 

Terry skipped out to a 20–12 lead but 
as we’ve come to expect Pete came back 
to trail 19–20 after 24 ends. 

To Terry’s credit he scored eight shots 
over five ends to be leading 28-21 to go 
within three shots of the win. 

It took him three ends but he got 
those shots to win the game 31–22 for a 
memorable win. 

There were also social games but 
I can’t find the scorecards... so there 
must’ve been some big hidings that some 
bowlers didn’t want me to report on.

Rain halts 
competition

TONY EMSLIE

BOWLS  
BY BONES
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Looking for returns
By Michael Lloyd 

The great sport of Tennis is looking to make a 
resurgence in Winton.  

Once one of the strongholds of the game in 
the Central West, tennis has had a short hia-
tus in Winton, but Michael Lloyd is looking to 
bring the sport back.  Prompted by some suc -
cessful holiday programs run by the Winton 
Council, Lloyd called a hastily arranged meet -
ing last Sunday which had a small but enthu -
siastic turnout.  

Other interested parties also have made 
contact and there indeed seems to be plenty 
of interest to at least start junior coaching up 
with social tennis for adults.  With Corfield also 
keen for coaching, there are definitely some 
plans being put in place for Coach Lloyd to 
travel North.  

Anyone interested in coaching, playing or 
helping out the Winton Tennis Club please 
contact Michael Lloyd on 0409624119 or ml -
cwesternqld@gmail.com  After attending the 
Winton Council holiday program, aspiring 
Longreach junior Alex Lloyd tried out the Win -
ton courts. 

Michael and Alex Lloyd geared up to try out the Winton Tennis Courts. 
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260 AMP WELDER

Bobcat 260AMPS. Petrol pow-
ered with stop/start remote. Re-
mote stop/start allows for better 
e�ciency. Copper windings & 
iron generator components. 
Small & light design leaves more 
space in your vehicle & job site.

MR907792001-1

$11499

INDUSTRIAL SAND-
BLASTING CABINET

Inside dimensions: 1175 x 885 x 
625-845mm. Foot operated in-
dustrial blast gun. 2 x gas struts
on door. Internal
LEDs. Built
in 240V
vacuum & 
�lter.
Rubber-
vinyl blast
gloves.

S305
$3399

14 DRAWER 234 PIECE 
TOOLKIT

1 x 7 drawer roller cabinet. 1 x 7 drawer
chest. 14 pc screw- driver & plier set; 31 
pc comb. long pattern wrench set; 24 pc 
ratcheting wrench set; 90 pc
1/4”, 3/8”, & 1/2” dr socket set;
32 pc hex & torx set; 18 pc
1/2” dr deep socket set;
25 pc 3/8” dr deep
socket set. Dual gas
shocks on lid. Trigger
lock mechs on all doors.
4 x swivle wheels.
Protected bumpers
on all corners.
Side handle.

33333
$1999

450G 18V GREASE 
GUN FLOOR DRILL PRESS

Max 10 000 PSI discharge
pressure, 295ml/min rate.
1200mm �exible hose. LED
job light. Automatic pressure 
switching function. Lock-on 
switch to reduce hand fatigue. 
Variable speed trigger allows for
further control over grease �ow 
rate. 450g cartridges
or bulk grease.

DGP180ZBK
$569

Ideal for h/duty industrial work.
No.2 morse taper. 5/8 keyed 
chuck. Depth stop control. H/
duty table. V
belt drives. Cast
iron, fan cooled
moter. Ball
bearing spindle.
Overload protection.

51969
$499 12
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By Michael R Williams 

Mother of three and healthcare professional, 
yet Hayley Jackson has a third passion in her 
life. 

As owner-operator of Inter Fitness, Hayley 
Jackson has been able to fuse her love for see-
ing people grow with her adoration for health, 
mental health, and fitness. 

She started this venture mid to late last 
year when Sammi Sheehan - former operator 
of Sammi’s Fresh Fitness - moved to Brisbane 
leaving a hole in the community. 

“That was a religious thing for me and was a 
part of my daily routine,” Ms Jackson said. 

“Once she sort of left, I just thought that 
was a massive gap for our community. 

“That inspired me to finish my Cert 4 in fit -
ness. 

“I was up late at night, sometimes until 1 
am, just to ensure that our community doesn’t 
go without.”

“Fitness has always been a massive part of 

my lifestyle, not only physically, but also men -
tally,” she said. 

“I like having a place where people can 
come and feel welcomed at any level of fit -
ness.”

Dubbing her new operation Inter Fitness, 
Ms Jackson has been able to create a welcom-
ing place for men and women of all ages to get 
in their morning fitness. 

“Inter Fitness is very welcoming to men and 
women of all ages,” she said. 

“We have young, wise, and people of all dif -
ferent fitness levels. 

“We’re offering many classes, such as our 
functional strength, boxing, HIIT, and many 
others. 

“We allow everyone to work at their own 
pace—there are always alternatives.”

At Inter Fitness, it’s not always about exer -
cising your body, however. 

“I’ve often found that people - in particu -
lar, mothers who have dedicated much of 

their time to raising children - have been able 
to make time for themselves and really come 
out of their shell, and they’ve really been able 
to build confidence off of the back of this,” Ms 
Jackson said. 

“They’ve really shone. 
“For me, keeping my mind active is to ex -

ercise. 
“It’s a natural endorphin.
“If I do it every day, I feel really great; the 

days that I miss it are the days I feel that slump. 
“With the group fitness, there are so many 

people around who are inspiring and encour -
aging you. 

“I enjoy giving to the community that gives 
back to me.”

Inter Fitness has hosted a number of four-
week challenges in what Ms Jackson describes 
as the height of the experience. 

Another will be hosted in the middle of Feb -
ruary. 

“We have multi-week challenges, with our 

greatest turnout having 27 challengers,” Ms 
Jackson said. 

“It was such an inspiration for me to watch 
people start out at a certain fitness level and 
then completely transform. 

“That was a four-week challenge with seven 
classes a week with awards going to the most 
shrewd, the most consistent, the most inspir -
ing, and the most improved. 

“It was very hard to separate the challeng -
ers for that. 

“And that was for all age brackets. 
“We had people from 16 to 70 years old—it’s 

just a welcoming place.”
Inter Fitness is held every morning from 

5.30am to 6.15am with extra classes held in 
the afternoons and Saturday mornings during 
challenges. 

It is held at the Arts Pavilion in the Long -
reach Showgrounds. 

To find out more you can find Inter Fitness 
on Facebook.   

Supporting fitness locally
Locals are certainly “Inter Fitness” 

Sport 9 772653 360008
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Will lives 
Cup dream
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