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Flood funds
Disaster assistance is now available for 
five more Local Governments in Re -
gional Queensland affected by ongoing 
monsoon activity.

Assistance for counter-disaster op -
erations and to repair roads and other 
essential public infrastructure is being 
provided through the jointly-funded 
Commonwealth-State Disaster Recovery 
Funding Arrangements (DRFA).

The additional five LGAs are: Barcoo, 
Burdekin, Mackay, Whitsunday, and 
Winton.

Federal Minister for Emergency Man -
agement, Murray Watt, said today’s ad -
ditions bring the number of councils re -
ceiving assistance under DRFA to 19, as 
a result of the widespread flooding last 
week.
 STORY PAGE 30

Fight is on 
Outback Independent Living is a local not-for-
profit organisation that has been fighting tooth 
and nail in the past year to establish indepen -
dent housing for those living with disabilities.

As a part of a body of work, they are looking 
to complete by June this year, they are looking 
for anyone in need of an NDIS plan or have a 
plan but are missing a needed independent 
living component to come forward. 

“We’d like people from both categories to 
get in touch with Outback Independent Liv -
ing so that we can have a one-on-one discus-
sion with them and talk about what their re -
quirements are,“ Outback Independent Living 
Chair Leanne Kohler said. 
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Backcountry loss  
By Michael R Williams and Karen Simmons 

He was a man who served the country with the 
entirety of his being. 

Vaughan Johnson, the former Member for 
Gregory, was known for many things, but if 
there was one stand out aspect of his life, it was 

that he was known. 
Allies and enemies, very few had a bad word 

to say about him, despite being easily the most 
prominent man in the central west. 

Whether it was building roads, protecting 
ecology, or fighting in parliament on behalf of 
the bush Mr Johnson gave it his all. 

“He was always a great guy to have contact 
with and a great guy to work with and just a 
fantastic fella’,” said Former Central Highland 
Regional Council Mayor Peter Maguire.

Mr Maguire had worked alongside Mr John -
son for over a decade and was thankful for the 
approach the former politician had for repre -

senting his Council. 
“You could present to him a case of what 

you think was required and that’s how it would 
work,” Mr Maguire said. 

“In those days, it was easier to make contact 
with a politician as it is nowadays. 
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Students and teachers 
around the central west 
flocked back to school this 
week eager to learn. 

Here are Emilie Mor -
rison (teacher), Sharley 
McGovern (teaching prin -
cipal), and Maddie Harber 
(kindy T.A) from Mutta -
burra State School.

STORIES PAGES 2 AND 4  

Back to 
school
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Weddings, new school years, elections, 
and the passing of local legend. 

This edition has it all. 
I’ve decided to let those who truly 

new Vaughan Johnson to speak on his 
passing. 

I only knew him briefly but he was 
everything they say he is—truly warm, 
kind, and affectionate. 

But it’s been a week of big changes in 
the region. 

Starting school and getting an edu -
cation is possibly the most important 
moment in any young person’s life; it’s 
where you go to become who you are. 

While many probably are dread -
ing giving up the past two 
months of video games 
and exploring the town 
common, I’m sure a 
sneaky part of them 
missed school too.

 - Michael R Williams 

School’s back so slow down for zones
By Chris Curtis; Officer in Charge,  
Longreach Police Station 

A reminder that school is back and reduced 
speed zones around schools are being en-
forced.

Schoolchildren are some of the most vul -
nerable people within our community.  

They are unpredictable and easily distract -
ed around roads.

The safety of you and our children starts 

with you and the decisions you make behind 
the wheel.  

Please slow down, observe the speed limits 
and pay attention to your surroundings as you 
travel through school zones. 

MP welcomes new year at 58 schools
Local MP Lachlan Millar has extended a 
warm welcome to new and returning stu -
dents and staff across Gregory’s 58 schools 
for the 2023 school year.

“I have been busy signing certificates to 
congratulate our new 2023 student lead -
ers at their investitures,” Mr Millar said this 
week.

“I wish them all a very successful and 
happy year in their leadership roles and I 
look forward to meeting them as I travel 
round the electorate.

“I am sure their parents are proud and 
they should also be proud of themselves.

“I particularly welcome our teachers. At 
a time when Queensland schools are strug-
gling to fill teaching positions, we are privi -
leged to have our valuable school staff. Our 
schools are the heart of our communities 
and our teachers are the heart of our schools.

“For new teachers relocating to Gregory, 
you are warmly welcomed – not just by me 
but by your new colleagues and your school 
‘family.’

“I hope you enjoy your time in this 
wonderful part of the world. The people of 
Gregory value your efforts on behalf of our 
children as your input directly expands their 
horizons and opportunities.”

Mr Millar described the work of teachers 
in these rural and remote settings as inspir -
ing and said he was pleased to see the sup-
port offered to teachers by the Education 
Qld Centre for Learning and Wellbeing.

“The Centre is based in Emerald but 
works right across this huge electorate offer -
ing mentoring and coaching for beginning 

teachers and experienced teachers alike,” he 
said.

“This has been a game-changer in ensur-
ing that our teachers have access to resourc-
es, support and professional development 
opportunities whether they are teaching in 
remote one-teacher schools or large schools 
in our towns.

“I wish everyone a successful 2023 
school year, from our littlest preppies start -
ing school for the first time to our Grade 11 

and 12 students who will be working hard to 
achieve their goals in their post-school life 
next year. 

I know how hard it is for Gregory fami -
lies to afford sending their school graduates 
away for university and TAFE training. We do 
face cost barriers. I maintain a list of avail -
able scholarships on my website www.lach -
lanmillarmp.com that parents and students 
can look out this year while thinking about 
their children’s future opportunities.”

Gregory MP Lachlan Millar has extended a warm welcome to new and returning
students and staff across Gregory’s 58 schools for the 2023 school year.   Picture: SUPPLIED
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What is your name? 
Sophie Richardson
Where are you from? Where did you last 
teach? 
I was born in Auckland, New Zealand, and then 
moved to Timaru on the South Island, where 
I trained and first taught (my two daughters 
were also born there). 

In 2019 I moved to Ipswich and in 2020 
to Alpha, where I most recently taught at the 
State School.
What do you teach? 
This year I am excited to teach Year 1 at LSODE.
What is your approach to teaching? 
I like to get to know each child, what makes 
them tick and what they need to grow and 
thrive as learners, then do my best to design 
and deliver programs of learning to suit.
What do you like to do in your spare time/ 
what is one fun fact about you? 
I like to run, swim and cycle on my own or 
with my husband, Callum. I also play the vio -
lin, saxophone and guitar, and love to sing with 
my daughters, Isobel and Billie.
What is your name? 
Amy Steginga
Where are you from? Where did you last 
teach? 
I grew up in Dalby and have taught at a few 
places in the Darling Downs. 

For the past two years, I have been govern-
essing on a station north of Clermont.
What do you teach?
Year 2 at LSODE
What is your approach to teaching? 
Every student should be able to have an excel-
lent and exciting education, no matter where 
they are located.
What do you like to do in your spare time/ 
what is one fun fact about you?
I love reading, photography and travelling.

What is your name? 

Ashleigh Leeson

Where are you from? Where did you last 
teach?  

I am from Northern NSW but have lived in ru -
ral and remote locations for most of my teach -
ing career. 

Most recently, I have been teaching at Kath -
erine School of the Air.

What do you teach? 
Prep 
What is your approach to teaching? 
My approach to teaching is to make all learn -
ing fun and relevant while being firm, clear 
and fair in my expectations.
What do you like to do in your spare time/ 
what is one fun fact about you? 
I like swimming, art, cooking, reading and trav -
elling to new places when the mood strikes.

LSODE’s new crew
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Longreach Private Dental

Longreach Private Dental 
Dr. Mark Zavialov 

Ph: 4658 1283 
130 Eagle Street, Longreach

Providing quality care in all aspects of general 
dentistry since 2005.

We are members of the Child Dental Bene�ts Schedule.
CDBS is a Government initiative covering dental treatment for 

the eligible children aged 2-17.
This is to the value of $1000 over a period of two years used for 

most dental services.
Please give us a call to check your child’s eligibility.

12586765-MS04-23

By Alpha State School 

They are resilient and well-mannered  
children who are eager to give everything 
a go. 

‘John F. Kennedy said, “children are the 
world’s most valuable resource and its best 
hope for the future” and from what I have 
seen of these kids, the town of Alpha has 
such a bright future.

Bright first day at Alpha
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Query on 
NDIS support
By Michael R Williams 

Outback Independent Living is a local not-
for-profit organisation that has been fighting 
tooth and nail in the past year to establish in -
dependent housing for those living with dis -
abilities.

As a part of a body of work, they are looking 
to complete by June this year, they are looking 
for anyone in need of an NDIS plan or have a 
plan but are missing a needed independent 
living component to come forward. 

“We’d like people from both categories to 
get in touch with Outback Independent Living 
so that we can have a one-on-one discussion 
with them and talk about what their require -
ments are,” Outback Independent Living Chair 
Leanne Kohler said. 

“This is pretty important stuff in terms of 
Outback Independent Living continuing its 
ambition of finding accommodation out here 
for people who are between the ages of 16 and 
64.

“We want supported independent living ac -
commodation for all those people in our com -
munities that can’t live alone but can have a 
degree of independence with assistance.”

With the data the organisation is seeking to 
collect they will be able to create a more vivid 
picture of what resources are needed in the 
west for assisted living. 

“We want to not only collect the data but 
make sure the data is correct,” Ms Kohler said. 

“So if there is a need for something specific 
in the region, we can factor that into the over -
all plan. 

“We already know there are a handful of 
individuals who are seeking that independent 
living status. 

“We also know there are people in the re -
gion who haven’t come forward but would po -
tentially fit that category. 

“We would like to touch base with those 
people so that we aren’t excluding anyone or 
leaving anyone out.”

To contact Outback Independent Living 
please email outbackindependentliving@
gmail.com. 

“I just can’t stress enough the importance of 
coming forward: the information with remain 
confidential, but we do need to hear from peo -
ple who need assistance.”

Campbell Newman and Minister John McVeigh visit western Queensland with Vaughan Johnson. 

Vaughan Johnson a big loss to the backcountry 
From page 1

“The guidelines for all sorts of things are a 
lot different. 

“Not that you shouldn’t be careful now, but 
it was much easier to make representations to 
a Member or a Minister. 

“I think there’s a lot more corporate gover -
nance or accountability put in place to make it 
better, but I’m not sure it’s making it any easier. 

“The best thing about Vaughan was his abil -
ity to work with people from all sides of poli -
tics.”

Mr Johnson had an extreme attention to de -
tail, one of the many skills he had when it came 
to representing his region so fully. 

This included an uncanny ability to re -
member names and a seemingly unending 
notebook stacked full of helpful information. 

“That was one of the things I always admire 
about him,” Mr Maguire said. 

“He also made notes all the times—he al -
ways had a diary and you’d notice him when -
ever you spoke to him writing down all kinds 
of things. 

“That helped him always follow up prop -
erly.”

Socially, Mr Johnson was said to be able to 
put people at ease. 

“He was easy to catch up with to have a cof-
fee or a beer—he seemed always able to make 
friends,” Mr Maguire said. 

“I would say he was a fantastic politician, 
but he was a greater bloke. 

“He just had a bushy nature and you took 
him as he was and his word was his bond.”

Former Longreach Mayor John Palmer also 
worked with Mr Johnson noting his hearty am -
bition for improving the central west. 

“Anything to do with western Queensland 
he wanted to know about it,” Mr Palmer said. 

“Sometimes it might have been a bit hard 
to get something through to government 
and you’d have a chat to Vaughan and things 
would start to roll, and if he couldn’t he would 
be straight back to you and you knew exactly 
where you were at.

“As a Council, we want to know answers, 
and a correct answer and that’s what I liked 
about him most.

“He was a straight shooter and you can 
work very good with those sort of people.

“He was one of those people who’d pull up 
and you could have a chat with him on the side 
of the road.”

Mr Palmer noted the kinder side of Mr 
Johnson both in politics and in private. 

“He didn’t think he was better than anyone 
or less than anyone,” he said. 

“I don’t think I ever heard him say anything 

derogatory about anybody.
“He was just a country kid at heart and 

found him easy to get along with.
“We used to ring each other up and see how 

each other was going.
“A big, strong touch man who had a kind 

heart.”
After his retirement from politics, Mr John -

son would become a board member of Desert 
Channels Queensland, there he met one of his 
closest friends, whom he would share a lot of 
his final years. 

“For the last four years, we’ve been fairly 
close,” said Mithaka Traditional Owner and 
fellow Desert Channels Queensland Board 
Member, George Gorringe.  

“In 2019 we both became directors with 
Desert Channels. 

“We held meetings together and a lot of that 
involved long conversations I guess. 

“We went to meetings in Brisbane with RA -
PAD and different briefings.”

Mr Gorringe, well-known himself in the 
Channel Country, would be confronted by Mr 
Johnson’s renown. 

“It could take you half an hour to walk a 
block in town you know,” he said.

“Everywhere he’d go he’d run into people 
and a lot of people would pull him up and 
want to have a yarn and that sort of stuff.”

The pair would hit it off sharing stories 
about growing up in the outback. 

“He grew up in Quilpie and I grew up in 
Windorah—that made the conversations 
flow,” Mr Gorringe said.

“We knew a lot of the same people, but the 
thing with Vaughan was, it didn’t matter who 

you ran into he knew them, everyone knew 
him. 

“But Vaughan-y never stuck to the script, he 
just went did his usual stuff and made a lot of 
contact with other people. 

“When he was younger he had done a lot of 
the same things I did, played football and mus -
tered cattle, and rode bloody horses.”

“It’s a big loss to the backcountry,” Mr Gor -
ringe said. 

“He did so much not just as a politician but 
after his time in government. 

“He’s helped us at Desert Channels and the 
Mithaka Aboriginal Corporation—he is cer -
tainly going to be missed. 

“At different times he helped us at Mithaka 
make contacts with important people in Bris -
bane.  He was always generous, it didn’t matter 
who you were.”

Read more tributes on pages 9 and 10

Vaughan Johnson’s parliamentary photo. 
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Longreach State School welcomes students back
By Longreach State School 

Monday was day one at Longreach State 
School for 2023! 

Students were excited to be back at 
school and enjoyed meeting their new 
teachers. 

Prep students celebrated by making a 
crown to commemorate their first day at 
school. 

This year is going to be busy, but lots of 
fun at LSS! 

3_4F with Miss Forsyth.

Prep W students. 1F.

3M.

2H. Prep W with Miss Wada.

4_5H with Miss Hoyes.
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Muttaburra’s fresh start
By Muttaburra State School  

Muttaburra students and staff were eager to 
start the year with a freshly painted school. 

We have nine full-time students and five 
kindy kids enrolled this year also eight dual-
enrolled students from surrounding proper -
ties. 

We had a visit from our adopt-a-cop Snr 
Constable Josh who presented our three senior 
boys with their shirts that were co-developed 
to include an Indigenous artwork to show the 
school as a meeting place for all to meet, share 
stories and learn, the tracks of local animals, 
the waterways that help feed our ecosystem 
and the journey of ancestors in the Moota -
burra area.

With our Adopt a cop—Senior shirts designed with the kids.Our new kindy kid.

Kindy and teachers. Some of our awesome teaching staff. One of our families all together.

Kindy walking into school.

All smiles.

Welcome.
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The Desert Rec Club will be catering and running the bar.

Phone/Text Robyn 0447 179 974 for catering numbers by 27th January.
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Aimless and online
New research from UNSW Sydney suggest 
over-consumption of social media is nega -
tively affecting young peoples’ cognitive 
function. 

“Much research has been directed at un -
derstanding the impact of online interac -
tions on adolescents’ wellbeing and cogni -
tive functioning.  But the evidence is mixed, 
leaving us parents, policymakers and educa -
tors at a loss as to whether we should encour-

age or prevent social media use in our young 
people,” says Dr Susanne Schweizer, a psy-
chologist from UNSW Sydney.  

“There’s been a 52 per cent increase in 
time spent online by young people during 
the pandemic. It’s important now, more than 
ever, to assess how it impacts learning and 
wellbeing. Our research showed that when 
young people thought that others might be 
evaluating them, they felt upset and their 
ability to perform a basic cognitive task was 
impaired.” 
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Kerry claims Winton honour
Winton Shire Council  

 · The 2023 Winton Shire Council Australia Day 
Award recipients are:

 · Citizen of the Year - Kerry Turnbull

 · Sports Award of the Year - Campbell Evans

 · Community Event of the Year - Winton Com -
munity Ball Committee

 · Winton Spirit Award - Ernie Ellis

Longreach 
names Lars 
as its best
By Longreach Regional Council  

 · Citizen of the Year - Lars Hansen

 · Junior Sporting Achievement - Jaylie Miller

 · Sports Administrator - Old Thomson River 
Road Parkrun

 · Senior Cultural Award - Tia Hoare

 · Junior Cultural Award - Rebekah Strong

 · Community Group or Association Cultural 
Award - Longreach Town Band

 · Community Event of the Year - “Sprout 
Agribusiness Longreach Cup/Country Cups 
Challenge”, Longreach Jockey Club

 · Ilfracombe:

 · Senior Sporting Achievement - Rodney Lit -
tle

 · Junior Achievement - Alix Heslin

 · Community Volunteer of the Year - Paul 
Jackson

 · Community Event of the Year - Ilfracombe 
Picnic Races - Ilfracombe Picnic Races Club 

Emma wins
Barcaldine 
top gong
By Barcaldine Regional Council  

 · Citizen of the year Emma Hay, Aramac 

 · Certificate of recognition Peter Ahern, 
Aramac 

 · Community event of the year Mutta -
burra Stock Show 

 · Certificate of recognition Jericho 
Bush Bash 

 · Certificate of recognition Loud Shirt 
Day, Muttaburra 

 · Certificate of recognition May Day 
Fundraising Committee – Whippy 
Griggs 

 · Volunteer awards Alexandra Doneley, 
Barcaldine Kerryn Geltch, Muttaburra  
Ken and Donna Robinson, Muttabur -
ra  Colleen Charman

 · Barcaldine  Sports award Joelene 
Gleeson 

 · Barcaldine Head Yakka Champion 
Stacey Ferguson 

 · Aramac Young sports award Max Mi -
chaelis 

 · Barcaldine Cultural award Marga -
retha Siebert, Muttaburr a

Tambo recognises Therese and Sophie
By Blackall-Tambo Regional Council  

Citizen of the year - Therese Sargood

 · Therese Sargood has been an asset to the 
Tambo Community. 

 · Therese is a dedicated member of the 
Tambo Historical Association and has 
spent countless hours amassing a huge li-
brary of historical photographs to preserve 
Tambo’s history.

Young Citizen of the year - Sophie Ryrie

 · Sophie’s kindness made her a more than 
worthy recipient of this award. 

 · While at school Sophie is always looking 
out for her classmates and goes above and 
beyond to help others out. 

 · Her kindness, selflessness and empathy 
are outstanding for a person of her age.

Cultural Award - Jennifer Busby

 · Jenny Busby is an extremely dedicated 
member of the community. 

 · Jenny has been an active member of many 
groups and associations for a long time, 
some of these include;

 · The Craft Group

 · The Heritage Group

 · The CAN Group

 · TVCHAI

 · QCWA

 · Jenny’s effort with the production of the 
Heritage Cookbook and the kilometres of 
bunting for the Circus required hours, days 
and weeks of work. 

 · Jenny gives her time freely and willingly, 
and she demonstrates the qualities that 
make the Tambo Community a better 
place to live.

Sports Award - Victoria Carroll

 · Victoria Carroll has given so much of her 
time and energy to the young people of 
Tambo. 

 · Victoria has sought out opportunities for 
Tambo kids to compete in Netball Fun 
Days at Blackall and had Blackall kids 
come over to Tambo to compete as well. 
Victoria provided coaching, games and 
many skills-building afternoon training 
sessions to prepare students for netball in 
Charleville.

Victoria’s actions have;

 · Opened up sporting opportunities other -
wise unavailable to our community and 
children

 · Created social opportunities for both 

adults and children within Tambo and 
Blackall 

 · She is coaching and teaching the children, 
providing a safe and fun environment for 
our kids to be active

 · She leads by example—by playing in the 
adult competition showing excellent 
sportsmanship and leadership

 · Establishing positive relationships be -
tween the two towns within the BTRC re -
gion.

Junior Sports Award - Rafferty Philp

 · Rafferty has demonstrated outstanding 
all-round sporting ability while always dis -
playing a kind and courteous disposition. 

 · Rafferty played polocrosse for Tambo, win -
ning many ‘best junior player’ awards dur -
ing the season.

 · Rafferty plays Social Tennis weekly with 
the Tambo Sports Club and travels to Char -
leville to play cricket on Saturdays. 

 · He trained diligently to participate in the 
40km Tour de Tambo event and also repre -
sented Tambo State School in representa-
tive athletics. 

 · Rafferty displays good sportsmanship and 
puts great effort into everything.
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Rebecca is Blackall 
top citizen of year
By Blackall-Tambo Regional Council  

Citizen of the Year - Rebecca Manns 
Bec Manns has been an integral part of our 
community. 

She has contributed great community spir -
it to numerous local organizations over the 
years. 

Bec has dedicated countless hours of her 
own time to helping out the Blackall Magpies’, 
Blackall Amateur Race Club’s Fashions On the 
Field, the Blackall Show Society and the Better 
in Blackall Festival.

Bec provided a great service to the com-
munity with her Fitness Bootcamps, Yoga Ses-
sions, Water Aerobics classes and her involve-
ment with the organization of colour fun runs 
and touch football competitions. 

Bec Manns was a highly respected teacher 
at both Blackall State School and St Joseph’s 
Catholic Primary School and went above and 
beyond for her students. 
Young Citizen of the Year - Logan Richardson
Logan is involved with many community as -
sociations including the Blackall Junior Rug -
by League, Blackall Junior Netball Club and 
Blackall Amateur Swimming Club. 

Logan is also an active member of the 
Blackall State School choir and represented 

Blackall State School at North West swimming 
in Richmond.

Logan exhibits a huge effort in everything 
he participates in. 

He displays a kind and caring manner and 
greets everyone he meets with a big hello.
Cultural Award - Barcoo Fishing Club
The Barcoo Fishing Club is a newly formed 
family-friendly club incorporating members 
of all ages. 

In 2022 they held their first event which is 
now known as the ‘Barcoo Fishing Club Family 
Fun Day’.

The members of the club wanted a major 
prize to remember for their first event and 
with generous sponsorship from members 
within the club and afar came the major prize 
of a tinny!

The club doubled their registration goal 
with a total of 100 registrations and just over 
250 people attending their first event held at 
the 4 Mile Waterhole.
Sports Award - Megan Allen
Megan has dedicated herself to the Black-
all Magpies’ since 2014, she first volunteered 
her time as the First Aid Officer and Strapper, 
while also helping in the dressing sheds with 
sports massages before and after games.

In 2021, she took the role of Secretary to the 

Blackall Magpies. 
Her contribution to the Magpies’ welfare 

and their fundraising efforts over the past 
years has significantly impacted the group and 
community.

Megan was faced with many hardships in 
2022 yet still maintained her secretarial duties 
to her beloved Magpies. 

Her commitment and dedication to the 
sport of football and its players is a commend -
able asset to our community.
Junior Sports Award- Connor Richardson
Connor has excelled in many sporting activi -
ties this year. He has been an active member 
of the Blackall Amateur Swimming Association 
and Blackall Junior Rugby League for 5 years.

For the 2021/2022 swimming season, Con-
nor received four age champions and one run -
ner-up award. 

For the 2022/2023 swimming season, he has 
so far received two age championship awards.

Throughout the 2022 rugby league season, 
Connor attended the Gordon Tallis Cup in 
Townsville and the Paul Bowman Challenge 
in Proserpine where he received player of the 
match at each carnival.

Connor is a sporting allrounder receiving 
age champion in school athletics, swimming 
and cross country for 2022.
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Personal
insurance,
made easy
Julie is a Longreach local who thinks things should be
easy. That's why we offer the option to combine all your
cover into one policy, with one renewal and one monthly
debit. Give Julie a call to learn more.

Contact Julie for a personalised quote today
07 4652 8620

Elders Insurance Central Queensland

Kav & Co Pty Ltd ABN 50093006609 trading as Elders Insurance Central Queensland AR No. 254594 is an Authorised Representative of Elders Insurance (Underwriting
Agency) Pty Limited ABN 56 138 879 026, AFSL 340965. (EIUA) . EIUA, acting under its own AFSL, is authorised to distribute Elders Insurance products on behalf of QBE
Insurance (Australia) Limited (ABN 78 003 191 035, AFSL 239545), the product issuer. Visit www.eldersinsurance.com.au to consider the Product Disclosure Statement and
any applicable Target Market Determination to decide if the product is right for you. *Monthly instalments are available for all farm, home, motor, boat and landlord insurance
and selected commercial insurance policies.
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She’ll never know 
There’s a young girl out there about to formally 
embark on her life’s journey. 

She’s five years old and starting her prep 
year. 

She will live a good and long life. 
As her future unfolds, she’ll achieve all her 

dreams and hopes—a career, security, travel, 
relationships, and family.

She’ll never know you, and you’ll never 
know her. 

She’ll never know that if it hadn’t been for 
you, her life would have been very different. 

That’s because from 2023 onwards you did 
all you could to change community attitudes 
towards domestic and family violence.

Most of us at times look back and reflect 
on those ‘sliding door’ moments where our 
lives might have led if we’d made different 
choices about education, jobs, travel, friends 
and partners. 

We’ll never really know because we didn’t 
go down that other path.

One of the major contributors though for 
all of us in terms of how our lives unfold is a 
society’s values, beliefs and attitudes. 

What’s acceptable and what’s not. 
What is absolutely not acceptable is 

backed up by legislation making it unlawful.
So that little girl who has thousands of names 
and lives in thousands of suburbs and towns 
across Australia will never know:

 · What it’s like to be a victim of domestic and 
family violence

 · That the person she once trusted and 
thought loved and cared about her abu -
sively dominates and controls every aspect 

of her life

 · The feeling of constant fear for herself and 
her children’s safety

 · How to create a library of lies, excuses and 
reasons as to why she can’t enjoy the activi-
ties and company of others

 · What it’s like to choose clothing based on 
what can best hide the bruises

And she’ll never go to:

 · Her doctor saying her injuries were from 
an accidental fall and that her anxiety and 
depression are something she can’t explain

 · Hospital in the back of an ambulance as one 
of the ten women admitted each day in Aus -
tralia due to domestic and family violence

 · To the morgue in a body bag as yet another 
domestic violence homicide victim
She’ll never know or go through those ex -

periences because you helped change our so-
ciety’s values so that domestic and family vio -
lence, in all its forms, became totally rejected 
and unacceptable.
And you did that by:

 · Learning all you could about it

 · Becoming an active bystander

 · Reaching out to those you were concerned 
about

 · Speaking up at every opportunity

 · Calling out inappropriate behaviours
Begin the journey of helping countless 

young girls, by joining us in saying Not Now, 
Not Ever. Together.

E-mail us for more information dfvcoun -
cil@premiers.qld.gov.au 

Vanessa Fowler, 
Isisford Ambassador 
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I’ve just seen the last of the chicks off at the 
airport in town. 

I’m sure everyone who has sent kids 
away this past couple of weeks knows how 
that feels.

While they were home, the family was 
working together like a well-oiled machine.

Well, mostly. Occasionally the wheels 
have been known to come off.

Rain saw almost everybody stranded at 
the shed one day. 

Fortunately, having been mustering ear -
lier in the day, there were three vehicles on 
hand.

When it rains, we usually travel in two 
vehicles, so one can pull the other out dur -
ing a ‘mud event’, otherwise known as a 
bogged vehicle.

With three vehicles, we had ourselves a 
convoy, of which one car made it the entire 
way home, with all on board.

Along with the rain has come clouds. 
Massive, dramatic and blackening as a 

storm builds, or light and fluffy white, as 
moisture is sucked from the ground and 
back into the air.

It certainly makes a change from the 
endless blues skies of a drought.

My camera has been getting quite a 
workout, with an endlessly changing vista 
in every direction, like different galleries in 
an art museum.

There are what I think of as Van Gogh 
skies, all pastel shades of blue and grey, illu-
minated by sunlight trying to break through 
thick clouds.

There are surreal skies, like something 
straight out of a Salvador Dali painting, all 
complex layers and images in the clouds.

We’ve even had Turner landscapes, grey 
skies combined with green grass to give an 
almost English flavour to some of the coun -
tryside.

Nature is an artist with many brushes 
and many palettes, each more beautiful 
than the last. 

It’s difficult to take a bad photo, with 
such a wealth of inspiration.

We’ve also spotted the return of some 
bird life we haven’t seen for a while. 

There were swallows before Christmas, 
building their mud nests in numbers not 
seen around here in years.

Oddly, the pelicans seem to have flown 
the coop with the coming of rain, possibly 
off to Lake Eyre for the wet season.

In their stead we have corellas and ga-
lahs, the latter moving closer to home after 
nesting out in one of the paddocks further 
away.

I’m aware the former are likely consid -
ered a nuisance by many in Longreach, but 
they are a bit of a novelty out here at the 
moment.

The rest of the residents seem a lot 
cheerier with the coming of rain.

The frogs have been croaking up a cho-
rus every night, and even occasionally dur -
ing the day.

And of course, the insects have returned 
in droves—moths, butterflies, dragonflies, 
blowflies, mosquitoes and sandflies. 

Not all are welcome equally. I’ll leave 
you to guess the ones which suffer the great 
Aussie salute.

But whatever comes with it, we always 
welcome the rain.

ILFRACOMBE 
INKLINGS
JOANNE ROBERTSON

Welcoming the wet skies
This is my first column for the year and it’s 
good to be back. 

I know many locals will be returning now 
having gone away for the holiday season 
- welcome back – we look forward to an -
other good year in our region, particularly  
zwith the rain we’ve received. 

This is also a time of year when many 
new locals arrive to take up jobs and be -
gin their lives in our community—to them 
I also extend a warm welcome to our  
region.

I know many in our community will have 
been completely taken aback, as I was, by the 
news that Vaughan Johnson has passed away. 

I can only add my voice to the many trib -
utes that have been coming in from across the 
state. 

I’ve worked closely with Vaughan in many 
different roles, and I consider myself lucky to 
have done so. 

The man was a powerful force for good in 
our communities, and, as an advocate for the 
outback, he was simply second to none. 

It’s a significant loss for our region and my 
thoughts are with his entire family at this dif -
ficult time.

The Electoral Commission Queensland 
(ECQ) officially gave notice of the Longreach 
Regional Council Councillor by-election last 
week. 

The nominations closed on Monday and 
happily, there are five candidates who have 
put their hands up to represent you. 

I wish each of them well and commend 
them for putting themselves forward to serve 
the community. 

Being a Councillor is incredibly rewarding 
and whoever is elected will have the support 
of their fellow Councillors to make a lasting 
difference. 

Election day is Saturday 11 February, and 
it’s by postal vote only—they’ll stop accepting 
them at 5pm Tuesday 21 February. 

So once you receive your ballot paper in 
the mail, be sure to get them in. There’s a link 
on our website to the ECQ page where you 
can find out more and have your questions 
answered.

Council had its first meeting for the year in 
Longreach on Wednesday. 

There was plenty on the agenda which can 

be found online, along with the minutes as 
well once they’re available.

Yesterday we had Australia Day events 
taking place in Longreach, Ilfracombe, 
and Isisford, and Yaraka is having theirs on  
Saturday. 

A big congratulations to our newest Aus -
tralian citizens and everyone across the re -
gion who received an Australia Day award. 

We rely entirely on nominations from the 
community for the awards, so thanks also to 
everyone who nominated someone.

I’d also like to extend a big thanks to our 
Australia Day ambassadors, Vanessa Fowler 
OAM and Peter Davis. 

A full list of Australia Day Award recipients 
is published in this edition of the Longreach 
Leader.

Lastly, just a quick note that from 10am 
to 11am next Saturday, 4 February, we’ll be 
having a face-to-face feedback session in the 
Longreach Library to go over the three draft 
facility plans we have out for consultation at 
the moment. 

There’s the Draft Longreach Cemetery 
Master Plan, the Draft Longreach Show -
grounds Master Plan, and the Draft Long -
reach Skate Park Concept Plan. 

You can view the plans, and have your say, 
by visiting longreach.qld.gov.au/feedback. 

I’ll be back with another column in two 
weeks. 

Until then, if you or anyone you know 
have questions about anything happening 
at Council or in our communities, I encour -
age you to reach out to me directly. You can 
find direct emails and phone numbers for me 
and for each of my fellow Councillors at long -
reach.qld.gov.au/elected-members. 

As always, if you want to know anything at 
all, reach out to one of us – or contact Council 
directly on (07) 4658 4111 (24hrs), or via email 
to assist@longreach.qld.gov.au.
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Back to work  
TONY RAYNER
LONGREACH MAYOR

FROM  
MY DESK
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Does your 
community 
group have an 
event they want 
to share? 

Send through the details to 
editorial@leadertoday.com.au 

or call 0423 543 039

Friendship is at the heart of Banshees of Inisherin
Colin Farrell, Brendan Gleeson, and Martin 
McDonagh reunite for the first time in over 
a decade to bring audiences a tragicomedy 
that will go in history as not only McDonagh’s 
crowning achievement but the best film of 
2022.

Best friends Padaric (Farrell) and Colm 
(Gleeson) find themselves at an impasse 
when Colm unexpectedly wants nothing to 
do with Padaric, ending their decades-old 
relationship. 

Despite assistance from sister Siobhan 
(Kerry Condon) and troubled youth Dominic 
(Barry Keoghan), Padaric is unable to mend 
the friendship, leading Colm to initiate an 
unforeseen ultimatum that results in drastic 
consequences for both men.

The Banshees of Inisherin epitomises the 
strength of simplicity; two friends have a fall -
ing out and must fix it. 

But it’s the manner in which director Mar -
tin McDonagh handles this situation, intro -
ducing twists and turns to keep audiences 
on their toes as this tumultuous relationship 
escalates before reaching its shocking yet in-
evitable conclusion. 

The direction McDonagh takes is noth -
ing short of remarkable, capitalising on the 
gorgeous landscapes of Ireland’s west coast 
as stunning backdrops for profound conver -
sations to make the experience all the more 

realistic and feel like an authentic 1920s Irish 
ordeal.

Having previously worked with Farrell 
and Gleeson in 2008’s In Bruges, McDonagh 
understands the chemistry these two prolific 
actors possess, making full use of their talent 
as two friends going through the roughest of 
patches. 

While Gleeson is great in his more stoic 
role, it is Farrell who steals the show playing 
the opposite side of Gleeson’s sombre coin 
and desperately attempting to reform their 
broken relationship. 

One scene during the second act where 
Padaric confronts Colm in the local pub is a 
standout scene for Farrell, making the Irish 
actor an easy frontrunner for the Academy 
Awards this year. 

Onscreen sister Kerry Condon is also an 
actress to keep an eye on; her recent perfor-

mances in Three Billboards Outside Ebbing, 
Missouri prove she is a future leading actress.

In this film she showcased her talents as 
Padaric’s shoulder to cry on, representing his 
consciousness as the movie progressively be-
comes darker in tone.

As much as I would love to discuss in 
more depth the McDonagh modern classic, 
The Banshees of Inisherin is a movie you just 
can’t talk about; you have to experience it. 

Profound characters and performances 
stand as its strongest attributes as every sin-
gle actor, no matter how minimal their role, 
brings charm and despair to this Irish isle. 

The Banshees of Inisherin is easily my fa-
vourite film of 2022, and with time, perhaps 
one of my favourites in history. 

Please go see it.
Full reviews are available at www.mov -

ieswithhart.com. 

MOVIE 
REVIEW
HAMISH HART

What’s on
WHAT’S ON  LeaderToday.com.au 

Longreach and Central West Community Event Billboard 
Friday, 27 January
First 5 Forever

Library Rhyme Time/Story Telling. Join a free First 5 Forever 
session at Longreach Library and get ideas to try at home, 
meet other parents and carers and access fun activities for 
your child. 

Location: Longreach Library 

Time: 9.30am

Croquet

Contact: Jean Williams on 07 4651 2354.

Location: Oak Street, Barcaldine

Time: 8am

Barcaldine Senior Cricket

Location: Barcaldine Showgrounds

Time: 6pm

Saturday, 28 January
Morning Golf, Longreach

For more information email longreachgolf@gmail.com

Location: Longreach Golf Course

Time: Mornings.

Wool Spinning

Come get artsy.

Location: Longreach Arts and Crafts Centre

Time: Afternoons

Sunday, 29 January
Longreach Community Gardens

Come lend a hand.

Location: Longreach Youth Centre

Time: 8.30am

Barcaldine Golf

Contact: Michael Hayward.

Social Bowls
For more information please visit Facebook, Longreach 
Bowls Club
Location: Longreach Bowls Club
Time: 1 pm
Barcaldine Golf
Location: Barcaldine Golf Course, Pine Road
Time: 3pm

Monday, 30 January
Barcaldine Men’s Shed
Contact: David Kerrigan on 0427 009 375.
Location: 103 Ash St
Time: 9am
Barcaldine Ukulele Group
No experience required and all welcome.
Location: The Willows Centre
Time: 5pm

Tuesday, 31 January
First 5 Forever
Location: Isisford Branch Of�ce
Time: 9.30am
Families with Children 0-5 Years - Join us at the Blackall 
Library every Tuesday morning for the First Five Forever 
Program.
Location: Blackall Library
Time: 10am
Longreach Playgroup
Ages 0-5 yrs. $2.00/visit.
Location: Lioness Park
Time: 9 am
Longreach Brolga Girl Guides Meeting
Looking for fun, friendship and adventure? If you are a girl 

5 - 17 years old then Girl Guides is for you!

Location: Guides hut, 15 Stilt Street, Longreach.

Time: 5.30 pm.

Longreach Squash

Come along and have a bash.

Location: Longreach Squash Courts

Time: 5.30 pm

Barcaldine Lawn Tennis

Contact: Tony Walsh on 0410 522 041, Brett Walsh on 0407 
981 776 or email barcaldinetennis@gmail.com.

Location: Cnr Willow and Fir St

Time: 6pm

Longreach/Ilfracombe Tigers (Rugby League Training)

Every Tuesday and Thursday and the Longreach 
Showgrounds from 6pm. All welcome.

Location: Longreach Showgrounds 

Time: 6pm

Thomson River Lions Club Meeting

For more information please contact Bobbie Willersdorf on 
042758315

Location: Birdcage Hotel

Time: 6 pm

Social Tennis Longreach

For more information please contact Anna-Marie Moffat on 
0417 112 517 or visit the Longreach Tennis Facebook Page.

Location: Longreach Tennis Club

Time: 6.15pm

Alpha Touch Football

Location: Alpha Showgrounds

Time: 6.30pm

Wednesday, 1 February
Barcaldine Basketball

Contact: Central West Aboriginal Corporation on 07 4651 
1226.

Location: St Joseph’s Primary School

Time: 5.20pm – 8pm

Barcaldine Men’s Shed

Contact: David Kerrigan on 0427 009 375.

Location: 103 Ash St

Time: 9am

Barcaldine Cultural Centre Craft Day

Contact: Karen Brown on 07 4651 2324.

Location: 20 Beech Street, Barcaldine

Time: 9.30am

Dance Lessons — Isisford

For more information contact Fiona Ludgate on 0422 772 
066 or tf.ludgate@bigpond.com.

Location: Isisford Community Hall

Time: 3.30pm

Longreach Community Gardens

Come lend a hand

Location: Longreach Youth Centre

Time: 4.30pm

Darts at the Wellshot

Warm-up your arms, stretch those muscles and work on 
your hand-eye coordination.

Cost: $5

Location: Wellshot Hotel

Time: 7 pm.

Rotary Club Meeting, Longreach

Location: Birdcage Hotel

Time: 7 pm
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Andrew Martin
Blackall-Tambo Regional Council Mayor
I’ve known the Johnson family, obviously, for 
most of my life and recognise his contribu -
tion to the entire family of the central west, 
but in particular, Vaughan’s contribution to a 
whole host of things around the bush.  

In short, I think Vaughan gave more love, 
respect, and energy to the bush, and in par -
ticular, politics, than they could ever give 
back to Vaughan. 

I think his contribution will be a lasting 
legend. 

There is the Vaughan Johnson lookout 
in his beloved channel country—there are 
many things he’s done in many towns for 
many people over many years that will be 
around for a long long time. 

I hope he died at peace. 
It was just a shame that it was so early. 
Vale Vaughan Johnson.  

Gavin Baskett 

Winton Shire Council Mayor
This week we lost a true gentleman, charac-
ter and advocate for Western Queensland. 

The word legend is thrown around a lot, 
but Vaughan was a true legend in Outback 
Queensland and fought hard, both in power 
and opposition, to seal our road network and 
lobby for many other important issues. 

Having been born, raised and worked in 
Outback Queensland Vaughan knew the im -
portance of connectivity and the growth that 
could occur in this region if the travellers and 
transport companies had a sealed network 
to travel on and this is what drove him to 
advocate for the bitumen roads, we take for 
granted.

Since my time as Mayor Vaughan has vis-
ited Winton many times to either have a chat 
and find out what’s been going on, to investi -
gate the viability of cattle trains or to present 
at a meeting on drought issues in his role as a 
State Drought Commissioner. 

Vaughan knew of the devastation that 
droughts brought to graziers and communi -
ties and was committed to helping Outback 
Communities wherever possible.

Vaughan will leave a legacy in Western 
Queensland that will last for generations. 

I’ll miss you mate, our regular chats and 
even that handshake that would make most 
men shudder.

RIP – Vaughan Johnson

Leanne Kohler
CEO Desert Channels Queensland
Queensland lost one of its strongest support -
ers and genuine characters this week with 
the passing of Vaughan Johnson OAM. 

We at Desert Channels Queensland are 
proud to have known him, for far more than 
the three years he was a very active Board 
member. 

He has been part of the landscape at DCQ 
for the 21 years of our existence.

You can’t help but look back through the 
dust of history to see what formed this man 
who rose to the highest echelons of the 
Queensland government, always ready to 
help the battler, the family in need as well as 
supporting communities, business and in -
dustry in Australia’s inland.

From a baby born in Bourke to a kid grow -
ing up at the ‘end of the line’, as Quilpie was 
called back when it was the railhead. 

The strong scent of diesel in his young 
nostrils as the growl of road trains brought 
fat bullocks in from the Channel country, the 
crack of the stock whip as drovers yarded the 
cattle. 

The midnight clang of cattle being loaded 
onto the railway’s k-wagons was the noctur -
nal music of the young Vaughan Johnson.

At Quilpie he watched thousands of head 
of beef cattle transported to that ‘other world’ 
of faraway cities. 

Vaughan realised there were two sides to 
the Queensland coin and both sides needed 
to work together for the betterment of all. 

Most importantly he saw the need to fight 
for the scattered communities of the Out -
back. 

As the sort of bloke he was, he did some-
thing about it. 

That passion led him to 25 years as the 
Member for Gregory holding front bench 
portfolios as a government minister and 
shadow ministries in Opposition.

Three years ago Vaughan joined the Board 
of Desert Channels Queensland and brought 
expertise and contacts that opened doors 
and helped us develop to where we stand as 
a leader in Natural Resource Management 
today. 

You see, Vaughan was the consummate 
networker long before the word gained com -
mon usage.  

We were so fortunate to know Vaughan 
Johnson as a colleague and as a mate, but 
then so was all of Queensland. 

The cloth from which Vaughan Johnson 

was cut is no longer made.
We will sadly miss him.

Sean Dillon
Barcaldine Regional Council Mayor
Vaughn Johnson. 

A thoroughly decent, humble and genuine 
Australian. 

A man whose primary concern was for 
the welfare and provision of opportunity for 
other people. 

Vaughn could direct a laser-sharp focus to 
the issue at hand, and debate vigorously the 
points associated, but would always spare 
almost unlimited time to enquire after your 
family members and regale those present 
with stories of his past encounters with them. 

He was someone who didn’t just have the 
ability to understand the challenges encoun -
tered in living, working and raising a family 
in regional and remote Queensland, he had 
first-hand experience. 

He could relate on equal terms with fenc -
ers and accountants, truck drivers and cat -
tlemen, labourers and miners, parents and 
school teachers (although I reckon there 
would have been some teachers who la-
mented the member for Gregory at times in 
his own formative years!). 

Vaughn was elected in an era when mem-
bers of parliament from both sides embodied 
and defined grassroots representation. 

Whether it was the placement of a phone 
box or the building of a hospital, the location 
of a Highway or the frequency of air services, 
Vaughn and his compatriots knew how to 
both advocate and deliver. 

Public Servants were respected but held to 
account. 

Deliver what the people who elected 
Vaughn needed or expect consequences. 

On behalf of the residents current and 
former from the Barcaldine Regional Coun -
cil Area, I would like to extend our deepest 
sympathies to Vaughan’s extended families 
on their loss. 

Whilst Regional Australia has lost a cham-
pion, you have lost a father and grandfather, 
and as shocked as we are, it is but a speck of 
the grief you, his closest and dearest are feel-
ing. 

David Littleproud
Member for Maranoa, Leader of the 
Nationals Party
Vaughan Johnson OAM was a man of cour-
age, character and conviction. 

He was politically astute and a passionate 

advocate for the regions, a fierce fighter for 
western Queensland.

Despite a successful career in politics as 
one of Queensland’s longest-serving MPs, 
Vaughan was also a successful businessman. 

He worked as a grazier and contractor 
before politics and always championed out -
back communities.

Vaughan would give anyone he met his 
unwavering attention. 

I was privileged to call Vaughan a mate 
and also a close family friend after he and my 
father served in parliament together.

Vaughan has been a constant confidant 
and guiding influence to me during my po -
litical career, so his death is deeply felt by my -
self and my family.

Vaughan was a gentleman, a loyal friend 
and one of The Nationals’ favourites. 

He was an inspiration to many and will be 
missed.

Vale Vaughan Johnson. 
May he rest in peace.

Tony Rayner
Longreach Regional Mayor 
It was with great sadness that I learned of the 
passing of Vaughan Johnson OAM. 

Vaughan served with distinction and made 
a significant contribution to the progress of 
our community.  

I’ve had the good fortune of working close -
ly with Vaughan in many different roles over a 
great many years. 

Not only was he one of the great charac-
ters of our region – a force of nature – he was 
a powerful force for good in our communities.  

As an advocate, Vaughan was simply sec-
ond to none. 

He fought tirelessly for the people he repre -
sented, and always had his finger on the pulse 
of our communities so that he could work in 
our best interests. 

He was fair and even-handed, taking time 
to consider matters thoughtfully before mak -
ing his mind up.  

Vaughan leaves an unequalled legacy of 
achievements in our region, through his work 
as a Member, a Minister, a wild dog fencing 
commissioner, and a drought commissioner. 

It’s an impressive record of service that 
never ceased, even in retirement.  

I, like many of my colleagues, will miss his 
support and counsel. 

His is a significant loss for our region and 
my thoughts are with his many friends and 
loved ones at this difficult time. 

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

From page 10
To quote just a part of it in tribute to 
Vaughan:
If you can keep your head when all about you   

Are losing theirs and blaming it on you,
If you can trust yourself when all men 

doubt you,
But make allowance for their doubting too;   
If you can wait and not be tired by waiting,
Or being lied about, don’t deal in lies,
Or being hated, don’t give way to hating,
 And yet don’t look too good, nor talk too 

wise…
If you can talk with crowds and keep your 

virtue,   
Or walk with Kings—nor lose the common 

touch,
If neither foes nor loving friends can hurt 

you,
If all men count with you, but none too 

much;
If you can fill the unforgiving minute
With sixty seconds’ worth of distance run,   
Yours is the Earth and everything that’s in 

it,
And—which is more—you’ll be a Man, my 

son!
Vale Vaughan Gregory Johnson OAM
Member for Gregory 1989 – 2015

Tributes for former MP 
 LeaderToday.com.au  NEWS
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Vale to people’s champion
By Lachlan Millar; Member for Gregory 

Last weekend we received the sad and shock-
ing news that Vaughan Johnson OAM had 
passed away on Saturday night at the age of 75. 

Shocking because he was such a larger-
than-life character that it is hard to believe that 
we can no longer bump into him in the street 
or have him pop in for a chat. 

Sad because so many of us would have 
loved the chance to thank him one last time 
for his huge contributions to life in western 
Queensland.

It is sometimes hard to predict who will 
make a successful representative and when 
Vaughan was first elected as member for Greg-
ory in 1989, he became only the third member 
for Gregory since 1957. 

He was following in the footsteps of Wallace 
Rae and Bill Glasson.

At the age of 42, with a young family, 
Vaughan must have felt these were big boots 
to fill. 

But he brought several key qualities to the 
job, not least of which was a genuine concern 
for people’s struggles and a first-hand knowl -
edge of western Queensland’s challenges. 

He was to serve as Gregory MP for 26 years.
While Vaughan always remained a Quilpie 

boy at heart, early on he and his wife made the 
decision to move their family to Longreach as 
it was the geographical centre of a very large 
electorate. 

Today, the electorate is even bigger with 
redistributions in Vaughan’s time seeing the 
seats of Peak Downs and Fitzroy disappear. 

This expanded Gregory to include the Cen -
tral Highlands. 

The size of the electorate meant Vaughan 
was constantly on the road. 

Open the boot of his vehicle and there was 
always a swag. 

In the early days, he often had to park off 
the road and sleep in his swag due to local con-
ditions or simply the sheer distances he was 
driving to see constituents and attend com -
munity events. 

In coastal Queensland, people are usually 
within 30 minutes of their MP’s office and it is 
easy for them to raise an issue. 

At that time, many Gregory constituents 
would have to travel for hours to reach his of -
fice. 

So, when he could, he travelled to them, 
often bringing smoko with him or bread, milk, 
and papers. 

Vaughan was a champion of democratic 
representation and felt it was undemocratic 
for rural Queenslanders to have little actual 
access to their MP. 

Of course, this was in the days before 
email and social media when many Gregory 
residents would have no option but to write a 
handwritten letter and wait for it to be deliv -
ered if they wanted to raise an issue. 

Vaughan argued that parliament should 
grant the large electorates a second office so 
that people had fairer access to the services 
offered.

When this was refused by the Goss Labor 
Government, the local LNP branch financed 
a second Gregory office in Emerald until the 
Borbidge National Party Government accept -
ed Vaughan’s argument and made it an official 
policy which continues to this day in Gregory, 
Warrego, Traegar, and Cook.

While digital technology makes commu -
nications much easier these days, travel and 
transport still remain an issue and here too, 
Vaughan has left a legacy.

As Minister for Transport and Main Roads 
in the Borbidge Government, he is famously 
remembered for the time he got caught in 
gridlock on the highway between Brisbane 
and the Gold Coast. 

This was when the M1 was being built.
He got out of his ministerial car and walked 

down the line of cars, personally apologising 
to as many drivers as he could for the incon -
venience caused. 

I can imagine their surprise, receiving a 
knock on the driver’s window followed by “Hel -
lo, I’m Vaughan Johnson the minister for roads 
and I just wanted to apologise”. 

The point was accountability and Vaughan 
was saddened to see the loss of it in govern-
ment today. 

But he was not one for empty words either, 

and I can also imagine Vaughan picking up the 
phone to the planning department to share his 
opinions on the scheduling of works during 
peak hour affecting so many people.

As Minister for Transport and Main 
Roads, Vaughan also made sure that regional 
Queensland got its share of road funding for 
maintenance and upgrades. There is a road-
side plaque between Roma and Rolleston 
commemorating him at the opening of the 
Carnarvon Highway. 

The fight to complete this with floodproof -
ing at Rolleston goes on, but what had been 
little more than an unsealed goat track is now 
a key Queensland freight and tourist route.

When you drive many Gregory roads you 
are travelling on Vaughan’s legacy. 

Sadly, he has not lived to see his dream of an 
inland twin to the Bruce Highway. 

With his usual practicality, he would point 
out that putting Queensland’s key transport 
route on what is a tropical floodplain was cre -
ating unending pain and expense. 

An inland route, he would argue, would be 
more stable and reliable. 

It would also be cheaper to build and main -
tain.

When he retired, the Vaughan Johnson 
Lookout at Bedourie was named in his honour. 

This was a Labor government’s small -
est possible recognition of his contribution 
to Queensland roads and transport, and to 
western Queensland’s road networks in par -
ticular—from beef roads to bridges and state 
highways.

Vaughan was a tireless advocate for educa-
tional equity for the children of Gregory and 
will be well-remembered by many principals, 

teachers, parents, and students for his advo -
cacy on their behalf.

He was able to oversee vast improvement 
in the way distance education is delivered and 
his great joy was the opening of the Emerald 
campus of what is now called the Capricornia 
School of Distance Education. 

He was horrified when I told him that par -
ents at both Longreach and Emerald were 
fighting to retain their right to attend residen -
tial, mini-school weeks. 

“The so-and-sos are taking us backwards,” 
he fumed.

Health was also a key concern. 
He fought a long fight to have the patient 

travel subsidy scheme made easier and fairer, 
worked directly with federal governments to 
address doctor shortages and supported the 
Royal Flying Doctor Service, which had saved 
him personally on one occasion.

When Lawrence Springborg became health 
minister, Vaughan was a major part of seeing 
local health boards introduced as a way of de-
centralising health administration. 

He also urged the Minister to address the 
need for public dental health in the west. 

Minister Springborg cleared the waiting 
lists within 12 months by issuing vouchers to 
public patients to receive treatment at their 
nearest dentist. 

This had the added advantage of helping 
keep those dental services in local towns.

Lastly, I must mention his passion for the 
Western Queensland environment. 

He made major contributions to water 
management, including the Great Artesian Ba -
sin Sustainability Initiative. 

He was also a great biosecurity advocate, 

taking Emerald’s citrus growers through the 
debacle which was citrus canker.

He also served as a drought commissioner 
and was a key part of the wild dog fencing so-
lution. 

He dreamed of seeing the western wool in -
dustry return in strength. 

Vaughan served on the board of Desert 
Channels Queensland which is an absolutely 
vital part of managing this vast landscape in 
western Gregory. 

Their success in addressing prickly acacia 
is paying dividends in returning biodiversity 
to our wonderful native grasslands which de -
lighted him.

I cannot write this tribute without also ex -
tending my thanks to Vaughan’s family. 

In public life, sacrifice cuts two ways. 
While Vaughan sacrificed much to serve 

Gregory and Queensland, his family also bore 
the cost of those sacrifices and deserves our 
deepest gratitude for that. Their love and sup -
port were a mainstay. 

In retirement, it was a joy.
I am personally so grateful for his friend -

ship and the advice and support he gave me 
when I became the member for Gregory. 

He has not only been a real friend but an 
inspiration. 

He brought energy, courage, shrewd intel -
ligence and an authentic love of people to the 
job and he made a lasting impression. 

While the fight goes on, his contributions 
will remain an inspiration and a strength.

Vaughan was a special bloke and he reminds 
me of Rudyard Kipling’s famous poem “If”. 
 Continued page 9
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CELEBRATING
100 YEARS
OF LOCAL NEWS

The Longreach Central West Leader is excited to 
celebrate it’s 100th year in publication 

To celebrate this milestone we will be publishing historic 
stories and events from previous Leader newspapers. 
Covering 4 years per week over a double page spread. 

These pages commence 3 February 2023. 

After 25 weeks of publishing and celebrating 100 years of 
news these pages will be collated into a 64 page special 
commemorative publication and go on sale to the public. 

Don’t miss your chance to be part of this commemorative publication.

Advertise your business within these historical pages plus receive an 
advert in the 64 page commemorative publication.

Secure your space by phoning 07 4863 5050  
or email advertising@leadertoday.com.au
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Looking back 
100 years  
The Longreach Leader archives 
Death by Poisoning
TRAGIC DEATH OF MISS G. CARR
THE STORY REVEALED AT MAGISTERIAL IN-
QUIRY

At Blackall, on January 14th a ministerial in -
quiry was held into circumstances surround -
ing the death of Miss Gwendlyn Violet Carr, a 
young lady well-known in Longreach. 

From a report of the proceedings published 
in the “Barcoo Independent,” we cull the fol -
lowing particulars:—

Caroline King, mother of the deceased, 
stated that Mrs. Rider, the wife of the licensee 
of the Union Hotel had told her that Gwen had 
told one of the men in the bar that she was go -
ing to take poison. 

On the Friday night deceased and witness 
shared a bottle of horehound, a quantity being 
left in the bottle. Deceased left the hotel with 
the bottle and an enamel mug, kissing and 
bidding witness “good-bye” before she left. 

Witness got several men to follow her 
daughter, she being suspicious and of the 
opinion that she had that night bought poison. 

Witness sent two girls to find out what her 
daughter had bought and found out that it was 
strychnine.  About half an hour after deceased 
had gone, I heard a scream and I knew it was 
her voice. 

I said to the other girls, “there’s poor Gwen; 
they’re too late, she’s taken it.”
THE RETICULATION OF THE RIVERWATER
(To the Editor of “Longreach Leader”.)

Sir:—I was indeed pleased to see the atten-
tion of our City Fathers and the Public brought 
to this much called essential and it is quite re -

freshing to find another pen than my own the 
advocate, while the more gratifying when I am 
quite ignorant of the source from which this 
emanates. It is well known that I have in and 
out of season consistently advocated the retic -
ulation of our town with the River water so that 
anything I have to say upon the matter is well 
known and will scarcely require repetition. 

The ratepayers upon two previous occa -
sions had the opportunity by referendum of 
expressing their wishes in the matter and by 
small majorities turned the proposition down, 
but, it will be conceded by all that a straight out 
issue was never sought for but was covered up 
by other associate schemes and thus camou-
flaged in such a way as to cause misapprehen-
sion and fear as to results. - JOHN A. GAVIN, 
Bulkeley House, 18 January, 1923. 
Biliousness 
The Symptoms - The Remedy - The Cause 

One of the most distressing troubles a per -
son can endure is biliousness. 

It is depressing to the spirits and demoralis -
ing to the entire system. 

The person so afflicted is scarcely able to 
work or take an interest in anything.

The sewers of his body are clogged and 
need flushing out. The bile is turned from its 
proper channel, enters the blood, and produc -
es that particular case of complexion. 

He is very restless, uneasy or sleepless at 
night, or perhaps his slumber is lethargic and 
dull. 

He has dull pains, uneasiness under the 
right side and shoulder blades, a bitter taste in 
the mouth, sudden dizziness on rising, furred 
tongue, bowels loose one day and constipation 
the next. 
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30 years of bear cuddles
By Michael R Williams 

Among the many icons of the Outback 
Queensland, Tambo’s Teddies are certainly the 
cuddliest.

And in order to celebrate its 30th birthday, a 
limited-edition bear will be released in Febru -
ary, the Banjo bear. 

According to co-owners Tammy Johnson 
and Alison Shaw, only two hundred special 
edition Banjos will be made before he ‘joins 
the crew’ as an ‘on-the-shelf’ teddy bear.

Possibly even more exciting is the teddy 
bear picnic to be hosted by the Tambo Tourism 
and Business Association in July. 

Co-owner of Tambo Teddies Alison Shaw 
said Tambo Teddies is a proud icon of the 
town. 

The now world-renowned stuffed toy had 
originally come about during a brain-storm -
ing session in a government workshop in 1992; 
the government at the time had a directive to 
establish new industries in regional communi -
ties. 

Previous owners Helen Sargood, Charm Ry-
rie, and Mary Sutherland spawned the idea of 
creating teddy bears from sheepskin, hoping it 
would help the ailing wool industry. 

From that point of inspiration, they were 
motivated to see it come to fruition. 

But, it wasn’t always easy going, the trio 
would have to spend nearly a year extensively 
planning, designing, and working with trial 
and error. 

“We just sort of shudder at the challenges 
they faced today,” current co-owner Ms Shaw 
said. 

“If you want to know anything today you 
can just jump on the computer and google it. 

“They would have had to pour through that 
phone book that you can hardly read.

“There would have been hours spent on the 
phone just trying to find where to source ma -
terials.” 

Originally, they planned to source sheep 
skin locally but soon found that the skins of 
local merino sheep were not readily available 
enough—forcing them to source skins from a 
tannery in Nerangba. 

Tambo Teddies still source many of their 
skins from that location today. 

All that effort would pay off, with the busi -
ness going from strength to strength with Tam -
bo Teddies purchased from customers all over 
the world including from royalty in England 
and Denmark. 

“There are so many people who just love 
teddy bears,” Ms Shaw said. 

“People just love the story behind Tambo 
Teddies. 

“They love the fact that they have been 
loved and made in the outback—that they’ve 
been born out of an almost throwaway idea.”

Ms Shaw said she believes that people 
gravitated to Tambo Teddies because of the 
love, care, and effort that has gone into its 
creation. 

“It’s the sentiment behind it,” she said.
“There’s a lot of that underpinning; they’re 

a sentimental purchase, a lot of people feel 
something special when they buy a Tambo 
Teddy and give it to their children or grand -
children. 

“There is no production line; each bear is 
individually made.”
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Do you have an event coming up? 
We want to know!

Send the details to editorial@leadertoday.com.au 
and we’ll publish it in our weekly Events Calendar.

12526033-SG50-21
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EMU RUNN ER
NITV, Friday, 7.30pm, PG (2018)
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A DOG’S PU RPOSE
7Flix, Saturday, 7pm, PG (2017)
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SBS World Movies, Saturday, 8.30pm (2020)
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LARA  CROFT: TOMB R AI DER
10 Shake, Monday, 8.30pm, M (2001)
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RUN LOLA RUN
SBS World Movies, Tuesday, 8pm, M (1998)
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SPIDER�MA N 3
7mate, Sunday, 7pm, PG (2007)
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CONSUMER ADVICE (P) Pre-school (C) Children (PG) Parental Guidance Recommended (M) Mature Audiences (MA15+)  Mature Audiences Only (AV15+) Extreme Adult Violence (R) Repeat (a) Adult themes (d) Drug references (h) Horror (s) Sex references (l)  Language (m) Medical procedures (n) Nudity (v)  Violence. 
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SCOTLAND: A  WILD YEAR
SBS, Friday, 7.35pm
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NCIS: LOS ANGELES
10, Saturday, 7.30pm
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MARRIED AT FIR ST SIGHT
Nine, Monday, 7.30pm
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THE BACHELOR S AUS TRALIA
10, Sunday, 7.30pm
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Have something to celebrate?
Place a Birthday, Wedding, Baby, Congratulations, Memorial notice with us.

Phone 1300 666 808
sales@networkclassi�eds.com.au
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ONE LANE BRIDGE
Streaming, Acorn TV

WOLF PACK
Streaming, from 
Friday, Paramount+
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HAPPY VALLEY
Streaming, Foxtel On Demand
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ALL THOSE THINGS WE NEVER SAID
Streaming, SBS On Demand
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SHRINKING
Streaming, from 
Friday, Apple TV+
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Out and About

1: Back in town, Rob Luck with Apryl Hoad.  

2: Philip and Cece Lee getting breaky.

3: Always smiling, Ian and Leslie Merritt. 

4: Enjoying a brew, Britt and Nathan Henrick.

5: Grabbing a smoothie, Leena Bennett and

 Ella Stacey.

6: River and Rochelle Denney grabbing a pie from

 the bakery.

7: Enjoying some eggs, Jason and Sue Boothe.

8: Oscar Georgee and Russell Jones enjoying

 breakfast at Darcy’s.

9: Serving early morning meats, Jerome and

 Blaine Marks with Shane Broomhall.

10: Charlee Ironside and Thiva happy to serve.

11: The Branch’s new team, Jess Howe,

 Gabi Thompson, and Michael Williams.
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Order now on www.aussietoysonline.com.au

12587731-ET05-23

Robert Kempson 
Hi Ilfracombe, Isisford, Yaraka and Long -
reach Residents,

My name is Robert Kempson I was born 
in Longreach and completed most of my 
schooling here except for one year at St 
Brendan”s Yeppoon. 

After finishing school I completed a 
painting apprenticeship in Longreach.

In my youth, I developed a love for trav -
el which I have continued to pursue while 
building my small business Red Bear Paint -
ing. 

I currently employ four staff and we un -
dertake contracts all across the Central West.

I have nominated for the by-election as I 

believe I have a good understanding of our 
region, the pressures on small businesses 
and trades. 

I also think my years overseas will have 
given me a different perspective on how to 
help and grow our region and enhance the 
liveability of all residents.

If elected, I will listen to the community’s 
needs and apply these learnings to all mat -
ters put before me at Council. 

I will also embrace the opportunity to 
learn everything I can about the workings of 
local government.

I know I may have been a surprise nomi -
nee but this job does really interest me and 
if given the opportunity I think I can make a 
positive impact on the community.

David Paterson 
I would like to announce my election 
for the Longreach Regional Council by-
election. 

I have lived in this area all my life and 
I am passionate about the development 
of the Longreach, Ilfracombe, Isisford, 
and Yaraka areas. 

My family owns a grazing business, 
and I have been involved in many volun -
teer committees. 

I have also been a member of Advi-
sory Committees for the Longreach Re-
gional Council for 10 years. 

From this experience, I feel I have a 
greater understanding of the local issues 
and the needs of our community. 

I want to be a part of the progressive 
team to ensure our district continues to 
grow with reliable facilities and services. 

Given the opportunity, I am keen to 
represent you. 

Thank you, David. 

Election campaign letters
Wes Irwin
Ilfracombe 
In my mind, election campaigns usually 
entail the candidate jumping on his or her 
soapbox and declaring all the great changes 
they will instigate and how much better off 
everyone will be.

I am often bemused by some of the ex-
travagant promises expounded by the less 
informed, having witnessed the change 
in the role of the elected members during 
my association with Local Government 
in Queensland spanning a period of more 
than 45 years.

Today, a Councillor’s role is similar to that 
of a manager, making decisions in the pub -
lic interest, acting ethically and legally and 
encouraging sustainable development and 
community involvement and it is my aim to 
achieve these expectations in service to the 
community. 

My involvement with community organi -
zations has spanned many years as a Justice 
of the Peace, a Volunteer Ambulance Bearer, 
Yuleba, the SES Local Controller, Bende-

mere, Isisford and Barcoo, a Race Club Presi-
dent, Isisford, Jundah and Ilfracombe as well 
as a committee member of several other 
sporting and community clubs.

I am presently employed at Longreach 
Home and Community Care, where I am in -
volved in a very worthy and rewarding ser -
vice, providing assistance to the older and 
disabled members of our community.

Having experience at a managerial level 
within the Longreach Regional Council and 
three other rural shires, I consider that the 
current elected members of council have 
achieved many great outcomes since com -
ing to office.  

Should I gain the favour of the majority 
of electors, I will endeavour to add my voice 
to encourage ongoing community consulta -
tion and involvement to promote and de -
velop our region to attract new businesses, 
residents and visitors.

 LeaderToday.com.au  NEWS
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Gardening Neil Fisher

Colouring plots for autumn
It is time to start looking at those areas of the 
garden that need to be brightened up. 

Only a short drive around any town in West -
ern Queensland is all that is needed to see the 
kaleidoscope of colours currently appearing in 
some gardens. 

The rain that we have received in the last 
week is the icing on the cake for a fantastic Au-
tumn gardening season. 

Most annual gardens could once again be 
seeing the results of the careful culture of those 
annual flower beds. 

So they can literally be bursting into colour 
for this Autumn but it is not too late if you have 
not already started. 

A patch of colour in any garden is a delight 
to everyone that views it and a great reward to 
the person that has created the garden. 

It is also an opportunity to create colour 
displays on a balcony, patio, or other sunny 
living areas. 

This can be achieved by planting beautiful 
flowering annuals in containers. 

Whether they be simple pots, decorative 
urns, or window planter boxes, containers are 
perfect for growing flowering plants at any 
time of the year. 

They are also good for providing a low-
maintenance solution to brighten up a court -
yard or patio area. 

Growing plants in containers can also pro -
vide a much-needed activity for children, pro -
viding both the thrill of watching the plant 
grow and the responsibility of maintaining the 
plant.

There are many varieties of plants from co -
lourful shrubs to annuals available at your lo -
cal nursery suitable for container planting. 

When considering what type to select, the 
first question to ask is Annual or Perennial?

This is very important as Annual plants will 
exist for only one growing season and then 
dies off. 

Whereas a Perennial should exist for many 
growing seasons. 

In most cases, Perennials will have a shorter 
flowering period compared to Annuals.  

A favourite flowering plant of mine is the 
Petunia which will offer a wide range of co -
lours either in fashionable or bright mixes or 
in separate colours. Snapdragons, Marigolds, 
Pansies and Violas all provide excellent dis-
plays in pots.

Once potted, these plants should be kept 
out of windy spots, as moisture will evaporate 
more quickly. 

Avoid very shady spots as well, as most 
summer annuals need plenty of sun. 

A handy hint to remember when planting 
your seedling, a good potting mix is important. 

I would recommend one that is well bal -
anced, light and easy draining and I would in -
clude a slow-release fertiliser and water reten -
tion granules. 

Remember though, a feed of a soluble fer-
tiliser every couple of weeks will be needed to 
keep the flowers coming.
PLANT NOW FOR FEBRUARY
Annuals - Alyssum, Angelonia, Candytuft, Cin -
eraria, Clarkia, Cornflower, Delphinium, Di -
anthus Gypsophila, Larkspur, Linaria, Lobelia, 
Marigolds, Pansy, Petunia, Phlox, Poppy, Prim -
ula, Salvia, Snapdragon, Statice, Stock, Sweet 
Pea, Verbena and Viola
WHAT IS THIS TREE?
Last week Debbie of Longreach e-mailed me 
if I could identify a tree that is growing in her 
Nan’s garden in Clermont. 

And asked if she could grow this tree in 
Longreach. 

What could be described as one of nature’s 
wonders is Kigelia pinnata or the Sausage Tree.

After the rain, one of the most unusual flow -

ers of any of the world’s trees occurs. 
The flowers appear like hanging clusters of 

orchid flowers, sometimes 60cm in length.  
Each individual flower is approximately 

10cm across and dark maroon in colour and 
has a velvety texture.

Unfortunately, they do not have the sweet -
est perfume, but they will still attract a lot of 
birds to the tree.  

After flowering, large sausage-shaped 
woody fruit develops, and these hanging from 
long flower stems can give the tree an odd ap-
pearance at this time. Please note the unripe 
fruit are poisonous. 

This native of Central and Southern Africa 
grows into one of the more attractive canopy 
trees, with an expected height in ideal condi -
tions of up to 17 metres, with a straight trunk 
and a large spreading crown of foliage.

One other interesting fact about this tree is 
that, due to its fibrous bark, it is a very good 
host plant for orchids and other epiphytes. 

In some countries, it has been grown solely 
for this purpose. 

As for growing the Sausage Tree in Long-
reach, I am not sure if it could be grown suc -
cessfully but is always worth a try.

Viola Tiger-Eye.

Petunia Cameo.

Angelonia will provide a great display.

Kigelia pinnata Fruit.

Kigelia pinnata flowering in Clermont.

Kigelia pinnata.

Snapdragon.
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IN BRIEF

Climate plan applauded
Farmers for Climate action has applauded the 
NSW Government after the release of the NSW 
EPA Climate Change Policy and Action Plan 
2023-26. 

Spokesperson Peter Holding, a third-genera -
tion farmer from the south-west slopes of NSW, 
said considering climate change impacts when 
planning made perfect sense.

“The farmers who grow Australia’s food are 
being smashed by repeat flooding, fires and 
drought being made worse by climate change,” 
Mr Holding said.

“Insurance mostly does not cover events 
such as floods and is steadily becoming unaf -
fordable. 

“It makes sense to consider this reality when 
assessing projects which could contribute to 
making this worse. It also makes sense to have 
the most polluting businesses reduce their 
emissions.

“The disasters we’re now seeing are unnatu -
ral because they are largely man-made.”

Mr Holding said regional Australia was al -
ready becoming the biggest beneficiary from 
emissions reduction.

“Huge renewable energy projects are deliv -
ering thousands of jobs to regional Australia, 
with tens of thousands more in the pipeline. 
Community benefits funds from these projects 
can breathe new life into towns with upgrades 
to local facilities. We are already seeing battery 
manufacturing companies setting up in region -
al areas,” he said.

“Farmers will also receive vital income dur -
ing drought from carbon credits, and this is a 
huge positive for farmers if the market is prop -
erly executed.

“We welcome the NSW EPA’s document and 
look forward to words becoming action.”

Speak up on innovative machinery plan
Feedback from farmers and equipment service 
providers is needed on the new $30 million On 
Farm Connectivity Program funded by the fed -
eral government.

The Program is part of the Albanese Govern-
ment’s Better Connectivity Plan for Regional 
and Rural Australia, committing funding over 
three years to grow Australia’s agricultural sec -
tor through extended connectivity for farmers 
and their innovative machinery.

The discussion paper launched today sets 
out initial information on the Program’s scope, 
and encourages industry feedback to ensure it 
is fit-for-purpose to deliver on the needs of the 
agricultural sector.

In its current design, the Program will 
contribute towards the cost of an equipment 
service provider purchasing, installing and 
delivering some initial training on equipment 
that extends connectivity on farms and agri-
businesses – including in the forestry and fish -
eries sector – so primary producers can take 
advantage of connected machinery and sensor 
technology.

The Program will enhance agricultural pro -
ductivity across the country by supporting the 
uptake of innovative technology. 

The first round of funding is expected to 
be available in the second quarter of 2023 
through a grant application process.

The October Budget included one of the 
most significant regional telecommunications 
investment packages since the establishment 
of the National Broadband Network over a 
decade ago, with over $2.2 billion invested in 
regional telecommunications over the next 
five years. Other measures funded through 
the Budget will improve mobile coverage and 
capacity, boost communications resilience, 

and expand programs to address known black 
spots. 

Minister for Communications, the Hon 
Michelle Rowland MP said the agriculture in -
dustry is a core part of Australia’s economy, 
employing thousands of people, feeding mil -
lions more, and is a trusted supplier for many 
importers overseas.

“That’s why the Albanese Government is 
taking action to back our hardworking farmers 
to stay at the cutting edge of agricultural inno -
vation,” Minister Rowland said,

“Our On Farm Connectivity Program will 
provide support for our multi-billion agricul -
tural sector to be able to take advantage of 
connected machinery to drive increased pro -
ductivity.

“Feedback from primary producers on the 
ground who know the sector better than any -
one else is essential for the successful design 
and implementation of this Program, and I en -
courage them to have their say.”

Submissions close on the On Farm Connec-
tivity Program discussion paper on 3 March 
2023. 

To make a submission visit www.infrastruc -
ture.gov.au/have-your-say 

The On Farm Connectivity Program will provide 
support for the multi-billion agricultural sector 
to take advantage of connected machinery to 
drive increased productivity.

By Australian Wool Network 

This week was largely a repeat of the pre-
vious sale; a similar-sized offering was 
scheduled over three days and a small 
but encouraging rise in the AWEX East-
ern Market Indicator. 

Just over 47,000 bales were offered 
with three days rostered in Melbourne 
while the other two centres were sched -
uled over two days. 

Merino types opened with continued 
momentum lifting prices between 10 and 
40 cents clean on the opening day. 

Wednesday was more subdued but 
generally had most descriptions finish 
slightly higher whilst the Melbourne-only 
sale on Thursday closed out the week on 
a soft note, the EMI easing back 2 cents. 

Within each micron, significant price 
variations became increasingly appar -
ent as the week unfolded.  In particular, 
lots with a low CVH (Coefficient of Varia -
tion of Hauteur—a measure of length 
variation in processed wool) were keenly 
sought whilst larger discounts appeared 
for high CVH measurements. 

Also discounted were lots showing 
overlong characteristics (generally those 
over 100mm). 

Merino pieces pricing tended to be 
more consistent with solid results across 
most types. 

Finer microns generally found the 
most support, particularly those with 
sought-after specifications including best 
length and low VM types. 

The increasing supply of Crossbreds 
(27 per cent of the catalogue) showed 
slight improvements via the Micron Price 
Guides although large price differentials 
were also evident in this sector with poor -
ly-prepared lots largely neglected. 

Merino Cardings showed little change 
for the week. Next week there are

46,535 bales currently rostered for 
sale. 

All centres will sell in a two-day 
Tuesday/Wednesday pattern given the 
national public holiday to be held o n 
Thursday.

Small rise 
in wool
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By Karen Simmons 

Beef breeders Kerryn Piggott and her husband 
Bradley have adopted AgTech to help connect 
staff, create efficiencies and save time on their 
farm at Rolleston.

Work Health and Safety (WHS) procedures 
and processes often come with mounds of 
paperwork and the Central Highlands Re -
gional Resources Use Planning Cooperative 
(CHRRUP) has created a solution to help farm -
ers in the region digitize paperwork.

The Piggott’s have been featured in the De-
partment of Agriculture and Fisheries AgTech 
in Action case studies and Kerryn said their 
family-run Christmas Creek Cattle Company 
has adopted the SafeStation App to streamline 
their business.

“The positive impact is time,” Mrs Piggott 
said during her case study interview.

“I mean, time is really important to us.
“Everybody’s time-poor these days and the 

app is right there in your hand.
“Before, I would have lots of paperwork to 

shuffle and give to people entering our prop -
erty to carry out work.”

Mrs Piggot said now, she can just use the 
app and forward them basic inductions, and 
they email it back to her.

CHRRUP CEO Simone Parker said the Saf-
eStation App is a workplace health and safety 
system custom-made and custom designed 
for agricultural businesses, which is important 

because agriculture is still the most dangerous 
workplace for people to work in.

“CHRRUP sort of identified that gap five or 
six years ago,” Simone said.

“We go out into the businesses, and we 
spend two days with that business developing 
their system, taking really everything about 
what they do, about how they work.”

The system sends reminders to employees 
and provides real-time alerts on incidents and 
accidents to other app users on the property.

One of the keys to the success of technology 
on the land is having a reliable communica -
tions network in the region.

Dynamic duo Alison Jensen and Karli 
Groves are also proving that a career in agri-
culture is so much more than tractors and dirt.

The CQUniversity researchers are taking on 
the agriculture world through innovative tech -
nology, working with growers in the region to 
implement unique problem-solving tech in an 
effort to secure a sustainable future in agricul -
ture.

Conducting research trials, providing tech -
nical support, and facilitating industry con -
nections for farmers as part of the Hinkler Ag -
Tech Initiative, Dr Jensen explained that one of 
the main aims of the Initiative was to facilitate 
the trialling of commercially available AgTech 
products and services on farms and to pro -
mote adoption of AgTech in the region.

“It’s been great to see that some of the tri -
als have led to the adoption of AgTech, where 

growers have really seen the value of a particu-
lar product or service,” Dr Jensen said.

“Especially now as horticulture is facing 
increased pressure to produce more with less: 
less cost, less land, less chemicals - the data 
that technology provides can help growers to 
make informed decisions and to improve pro -
duction efficiency.”

Dr Groves said awareness of AgTech was 
growing in the region.

“The role of people in agriculture will likely 
shift in the coming years, with demand for 
highly-skilled workers as a result,” Dr Groves 
said.

“There are so many aspects of agriculture to 
work in, more than just the hard labour roles.

Both women come from significant, estab -
lished careers and academic studies in agricul -
ture, the two have been part of the Institute for 
Future Farming Systems (IFFS) Precision Hor-
ticulture Team for the last two years between 
them.

Dr Jensen’s research in plant pathology in 
conjunction with the implementation of Ag -
Tech is also seeing a role in improving disease 
management, where the systems and data can 
measure natural occurrences during crop de -
velopment and assist in pinpointing when a 
disease outbreak may be likely to occur in the 
future.

“It’s a great industry to be a part of and it’s 
exciting to be part of this transition in farm -
ing,” she said. 

Connecting workers
CQUniversity researchers Alison Jensen and Karli Groves are proving that a career in agriculture is so much more than tractors and dirt.
 Picture: SUPPLIED



26 TODAY   Friday, 27 January, 2023

Empowering women through education and health is a priority for the Queens land Country Women’s Association (QCWA). The QCWA Country Kitchens program, funded by the Queensland  
Government through Health and Wellbeing Queensland, supports Queenslanders to adopt healthier lifestyles. To �nd out more about the progra m visit https://qcwacountrykitchens.com.au/.

country  k tchens recipes

Rainbow Fruit Salad
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COMICS
Bushy TalesBottled Fruit

Insert Brain Here

Ballard Street

Grin Bin

Swamp

Insanity Streak

Doodley Squat

WuMo

Against the Grain
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No. 117

No. 117 No. 117

������
1 Hand-held curved blade for 

reaping�(6)
4 By-product of sugar 

re�ning�(8)
10 In part�(9)
11 Primary�(5)
12 Baker’s unit�(4)
13 Written reminder�(4)
14 Surrender�(5)
16 Dismiss�(4)
17 Swiss family who were 

marooned�(8)
20 Mechanisms�(8)
22 O.K.�(4)
25 Beautiful woman in Muslim 

paradise�(5)
26 Corrosion�(4)
28 French abbot�(4)
30 Japanese dish�(5)
31 Sewing�(9)
32 Pitcher�(8)
33 Scrape riverbed�(6)

����
1 Provide�(6)
2 Dead body�(7)
3 Puerto Rican actor,  

– Guzman�(4)
5 Contradictory or 

incongruous phrase�(8)
6 Using analysis�(10)
7 Dinners�(7)
8 US sporting brand�(8)
9 Ice sheet�(4)
15 Exercises�(10)
18 Stress�(8)
19 US state�(8)
21 Advise�(7)
23 Reconstruct�(7)
24 Alliance�(6)
27 Go by 

ship�(4)
29 Cicatrix�(4)

�������
QUICK CROSSWORD

DECODER WORDFIT

9-LETTER WORD

5x5 QUICK QUIZ

To solve a Sudoku puzzle, every number from 
1 to 9 must appear in: each of the nine vertical 
columns, each of the nine horizontal rows and 
each of the nine 3 x 3 boxes. Remember, no 
number can occur more than once in any row, 
column or box.

No. 117

5 6 8 9

7 1 8 6 3

1 2 3 4

7 1 6

1 5 3 6 7

1 6

3 6

3 5 7 4 8

7 2 5

easy

1 9 6 2

2 3 5

9 2 5 3

5 6

9 5 7

2 7 1 5

7 1 3 4

8 3 2

1 9

medium

6 1

8 6 9 1

7 8

7 3 9 8

2 7

6 5 1 7 2

6 9 1 3 2

3 8

5 2 3 6

hard

No. 117

SUDOKU

1 From what cereal is 
pumpernickel made?

2  Who did Monica Bellucci 
(pictured) play in The Passion 
of the Christ ?

3 What comic strip did  
Jim Davis work on  
before Gar�eld ?

4 The endocrine system  
is a system of what in the 
human body?

5 What is the term for a  
baby ferret?

6 What colour is the element 
cadmium?

7 The Nobel Prize was 
established in 1901 in  
which country?

8 Who released the 2004 single 
Coin-Operated Boy ?

9 And to what musical genre is it 
said to belong?

10 In computer data storage, if 
you are striping, are your disks 
in RAID 0 or RAID 1?
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Using the nine letters in the grid, how many words of  
four letters or more can you list? The centre letter must  
be included and each letter may only be used once.  
No colloquial or foreign 
words. No capitalised nouns, 
apostrophes or plural 
words ending in “s”.
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L

D

U

A

P

K

I

S

W

F

M

R

J

N

G

V

T

X

O

E

C

Z

B

H

Q

Y

Insert the missing letters to make  
10 words – �ve reading across the 
grid and �ve reading down.

NOTE: more than one solution may 
be possible
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154976832

216837495

987245163

839452617

395624781

423761958

672183549

748519326

561398274

easy medium

hard

541367829

729186453

152638794

297814365

814953672

483579216

368295147

635742981

976421538

524768193

785639412

217386549

173924685

642815937

436591728

869153274

391247856

958472361

1

14

7

20

2

15

8

21

3

16

9

22

4

17

10

23

5

18

11

24

6

19

12

25

13

26

� $ � :� $ � 5�(

H Y

���„���� �…� Rye �…�Mary Magdalene �…�Gnorm 
Gnat ­…�Glands €…� Kit �…�Bluish-white ‚…�Sweden 
ƒ…� The Dresden Dolls 
…�Dark cabaret �†…�RAID 0
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LONGREACH FORECAST

FORECAST

THE WORLD

CAPITAL CITIES

World conditions yesterday
City Weather Max Min

www.bom.gov.au
Warnings: 
Latest info at 
 www.bom.gov.au/australia/warnings
Warnings 1300 659 210
State Service 1300 934 034
Coastal Waters 1300 978 023

City Condition Max
Adelaide Sunny. 37
Brisbane Possible shower. 33
Canberra Cloudy. 29
Darwin Shower or two. Possible storm. 32
Hobart Partly cloudy. 26
Melbourne Sunny. 27
Perth Partly cloudy. 26
Sydney Shower or two. 27

LONGREACH

UV ALERT

8:20am - 4:40pm

MAX UV Index

14 (extreme)

SUN & MOON

Athens storms 14 9
Auckland showers 24 16
Bangkok windy 33 22
Beijing fine 1 -10
Berlin rain 2 0
Christchurch fine 30 13
Denpasar rain 32 25
Dublin sunny 8 1
Hong Kong cloudy 17 13
Honolulu showers 29 23
Jakarta rain 26 23
Johannesburg storms 32 13
Kuala Lumpur storms 33 24
London cloudy 7 3
Los Angeles sunny 21 8
Madrid showers 7 1
Moscow fine 0 -2
New Delhi cloudy 21 11
New York sunny 8 5
Noumea sunny 31 25
Paris rain 6 0
Auckland showers 24 16
Port Vila fine 32 23
Seoul cloudy 0 -7
Singapore showers 32 24
Suva storms 32 24
Tel Aviv fine 20 11
Tokyo fine 8 0
Vancouver showers 5 2
Wellington fine 22 16

Issued at 1pm Wednesday for 
January 27, 2023

Sunrise Sunset Moonrise Moonset

Friday

Saturday

Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

5:58am 7:13pm 11:16am 11:14pm

5:59am 7:13pm 12:13pm 11:49pm

6:00am 7:12pm 1:09pm Nil

6:00am 7:12pm 2:06pm 12:26am

6:01am 7:12pm 3:02pm 1:05am

6:02am 7:11pm 3:57pm 1:49am

RAINFALL

mm
500
400
300
200
100
50
25
15
10
5
2
1

Forecast Rainfall
Today mm

500
400
300
200
100
50
25
15
10
5
2
1

Tomorrow

Barcaldine 37

Blackall 37

Month to date to
9am January 24, 2023

800
600
400
300
200
100
50
25
10
5
1

0mm

400
300
200
150
100
50
25
15
10
5
1

mm

7 days to 9am
January 24, 2023

Warnings
See www.bom.gov.au/australia/warnings
Longreach:
Sunny. Light winds becoming east to
northeasterly 15 to 25 km/h during the
morning.
Saturday. Mostly sunny.
Isisford:
Sunny.
Saturday. Sunny.
Barcaldine:
Sunny.
Saturday. Mostly sunny.
Central West District:
Sunny morning. The chance of a storm in the
afternoon and evening, possible severe in the far
south. Winds E/NE 15 to 25 km/h.
Saturday. Mostly sunny. Slight (20%) chance of a
shower in the north. The chance of a storm north
of Longreach in the afternoon and evening. Winds
northeasterly 20 to 30 km/h.
Northern Goldfields & Upper Flinders District:
Partly cloudy. Medium (50%) chance of showers in
the east, slight (20%) chance elsewhere. The
chance of a storm in the afternoon and evening.
Winds east to northeasterly 20 to 30 km/h.
Saturday. Partly cloudy. High (70%) chance of
showers in the north, medium (50%) chance
elsewhere. The chance of a storm. Winds east to
northeasterly 15 to 25 km/h.
Central Highlands & Coalfields District:
Mostly sunny. Slight (20%) chance of a shower.
The chance of a storm in the afternoon and
evening, possible severe in the far south. Light
winds becoming east to northeasterly 15 to 20
km/h during the morning.
Saturday. Partly cloudy. Slight (20%) chance of a
shower in the northwest. The chance of a storm in
the northwest in the morning and afternoon.
Winds east to northeasterly 15 to 20 km/h. 
Maranoa & Warrego District:
Partly cloudy. Slight (20%) chance of a shower in
the afternoon and evening. The chance of a storm
in the afternoon and evening. Winds north to
northeasterly 15 to 20 km/h becoming light during
the day then becoming east to northeasterly 15
to 20 km/h during the afternoon.
Saturday. Sunny day. The chance of a storm in the
southeast in the evening. Winds north to
northeasterly 20 to 30 km/h. 
Queensland:
Isolated showers and the storms about the Gulf
Country and Far North along with the central and
southern inland, tending scattered about the far
southeast. Scattered to widespread showers and
storms showers about the Cassowary Coast and
the far northern Peninsula. Isolated to scattered
showers about the east coast south of Ingham
tending isolated south of Mackay. Maximum
temperatures above average in the south and
west, near average elsewhere.
Saturday. Isolated showers and the chance of a
storm across much of the state. Showers tending
scattered to widespread at times about the
Cassowary Coast and the far northern Peninsula.
Partly cloudy in central Queensland. Near or
slightly above average maximum temperatures
about the south and west, near or slightly below
average about the central and northeast tropical
coasts.

1000

992

1024 1008

1008

1008

1008

1008

1008

1016

1016

1016

1016

1003

991

1006

1021

1000
992

984

1008

1008

1008

1008 10161016

1016

1003

991

1015

FRIDAY 10AM

SATURDAY 10AM

Sunny Mostly
sunny

Partly
cloudy

Cloudy Chance
shower

Shower
or two

Showers Light rain
(drizzle)

Rain Storm Showers
storm

Windy Dust Fog

Sunny.
39 

TODAY
Mostly sunny.

39 

TOMORROW
Mostly sunny.

38 

SUNDAY
Possible shower.

37 

MONDAY

Charleville 37

Brisbane 33

Townsville 31

Winton 41

Cunnamulla 40

Roma 37

Longreach 39

Moranbah 34

Windorah 41

Richmond 40 Mackay 30

Emerald 34

Charters Towers 33

Rolleston 35
Tambo 35

St. George 37

Isisford 38

Longreach 39
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Employment
section of Network Classi� eds.
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Employment
FOR SALE
120 acres Lot 2. Phillipies 

Landing Road,
Targinnie. Gladstone.
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Real Estate
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aged 88 years.
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Expression of Interest
AO2 Administration Of�cer

Permanent Full Time: 
36 ¼ hour per week, 

Monday to Friday plus ADO’s

Closing Date: 
by 3.00 pm Friday 10th February.

Job Description

Applicants should be able to demonstrate a 
genuine willingness to assist and engage with 

students, staff and the wider LSODE community 
in a friendly and ef�cient manner.

Must have a current Blue Card
(Working with Children) ���

���
���

���
���

�

For more information and a copy of the 
selection criteria, please contact

Tilly Smith | Business Manager
 4658 4202 |  psmit66@eq.edu.au
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Announcements Employment
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Longreach Regional Council is an Equal Opportunity Employer
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General Notices

networkclassi�  eds.com.au

Last week, the Leader wrote a story an-
nouncing Doug Winterbottham’s retire -
ment. 
Here are some of the comments you left 
on Facebook regarding the story. 
“About bloody time.”
 - Maxine Cadzhow
“Good luck Doug and Rosie on your next 
stage in your life enjoy it.” 
 - Andrew Patterson
“Thank you for many years of service. All 
the best with future endeavours.” 
 - Jenny Gordon 
“Congratulations Doug, all the best for you 
next adventure.” 
 - Leanne Kohler
“Congratulations Doug and Rosemary, en -
joy the new adventures that are ahead.” 
 - Chelle Loch
“And has been the voice of Legacy every 
Easter. Congratulations Doug.” 
 - Lyn and Brian Osborn

“A great newsagent and friend!! Had the 
Longreach Cobbler next door for seven 
years!!! best wishes Doug.” 
 - Sue Sendall
“It won’t be the same when we visit if we 
can’t call in to say g’day to Doug” 
 - Kaye Gordon 
“My next-door neighbours for a number of 
years. Hope you and Rosy are keeping well 
and can enjoy your retirement.” 
 - David Rawlins Sr
“We’ll miss you, Doug, you’ve done an 
amazing job, it’s good to know you won’t 
be leaving us in the near future.” 
 - Mary Emmott 
“Enjoy your well-deserved rest. We were 
only in Longreach for a couple of years, but 
we loved seeing you every Saturday morn-
ing for non-winning lotto and the papers”
 - Julie and Richard Smith
“Wow 40 years you deserve a break. Hope 
you find a replacement.”  
 - Jan Fitzgerald

Your response to Doug 
Winterbottham’s decision

IN BRIEF

Impromptu clubs sign on day
I am looking at an impromptu Clubs Sign-On 
Day at Edkins Park on 29 January, generally in 
the morning.  

It’s for Clubs to come along and promote 
themselves to new and existing members of 
the Longreach public.  

I would prefer if we kept it to member 
Clubs, but I can’t stop commercial outlets from 
attending.
Points:
1. I or my Clubs are not responsible for you, 

your equipment or any member of the pub -
lic attending.

2. Turn up when you want, I’m personally aim -
ing from 9-12, but that’s up to you.

3. Set up where you want, first in-first served. If 
we can’t work together on this when people 
arrive I would be disappointed.

4. Bring whatever set-up you want. Nothing 

will be provided.
5. If you want to do food or drinks, that is up to 

you. It’s all your responsibility. There will be 
a coffee van there by chance.  

6. You don’t need to RSVP
 - Michael Lloyd

Swim with the Stingrays
Longreach Amateur Swimming Club Inc.- 
Longreach Stingrays.

Club nights are Monday nights recom -
mencing 30 January at Longreach Pool. 

Registrations are from 5.30pm.
Kim Anderson Memorial Swimming Carni -

val at Longreach Pool Saturday, February 25.
For updates and information please check 

our Facebook page—Longreach Stingrays.
For further information and queries please 

email longreachswimclub@gmail.com or mes -
sage us on Facebook. 
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Disaster aid 
was delayed
Disaster assistance is now available for 
five more Local Governments in Regional 
Queensland affected by ongoing monsoon 
activity.

Assistance for counter-disaster operations 
and to repair roads and other essential public 
infrastructure is being provided through the 
jointly-funded Commonwealth-State Disas -
ter Recovery Funding Arrangements (DRFA).

The additional five LGAs are: Barcoo, Bur-
dekin, Mackay, Whitsunday, and Winton.

Federal Minister for Emergency Manage -
ment, Murray Watt, said today’s additions 
bring the number of councils receiving as -
sistance under DRFA to 19, as a result of the 
widespread flooding last week.

“In one 24-hour period, between 100 and 
200 millimetres of rain fell between Mackay 
and Ayr. Eungella also copped over 300 mil-
limetres of rain over another 24-hour period,” 
Minister Watt said.

“This amount of rainfall has seen several 
road closures due to flooding, including parts 
of the Bruce Highway, and the substantial 
land-slip leading to the isolation of Eungella.

“At times like this all levels of government 
need to work quickly to get support to com -
munities to begin cleaning up and restoring 
critical infrastructure.”

Acting Minister for Queensland Fire and 
Emergency Services, Mark Furner, said this 
disaster assistance for impacted local govern -
ments means they can focus on the immedi -
ate welfare and protection of their local com -
munities. 

“This assistance means that local govern -
ments can deal with the immediate impact of 
current flooding, knowing damage to assets 
such as roads and dams will be repaired once 
the immediate threat has passed,” Minister 
Furner said.

“Our priority is the safety of Queenslanders, 
but the government is also committed to 
helping local authorities restore damaged 
public infrastructure.”

The jointly funded disaster assistance has 
been made previously available to the LGAs 
of Barcaldine, Boulia, Carpentaria, Cook, 
Croydon, Diamantina, Etheridge, Kowan -
yama Aboriginal Shire, Mapoon Aboriginal 
Shire, Mornington, Napranum Aboriginal 
Shire, Northern Peninsula Area, Palm Island 
Aboriginal Shire and Pormpuraaw Aboriginal 
Shire.

Information on disaster assistance can be 
found on the Australian Government’s Disas -
ter Assist website at www.disasterassist.gov.
au and the Queensland Reconstruction Au -
thority’s website at www.qra.qld.gov.au. 
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Renew with yoga classes
By Karen Simmons and Michael Williams 

A new year can bring new beginnings and 
there is nothing quite like the feeling of being 
renewed in your body and mind.

With strong interest from the community 
and a gap in Yoga classes on offer, Bob Morgan 
is back with Complete Body Therapeutics - his 
popular yoga practice now open in Longreach.

A familiar face around town in the early 
2000s, Bob has spent three tranquil years offer-
ing Mardi and Bodhi Yoga at the Lara Wetlands 
near Barcaldine.

The yoga master started learning his craft in 
2004 and said he had moved back to Longreach 
in 2021 to start a yoga practice again, but the 
Covid restrictions came in and delayed things.

“Lara Wetlands was a really complimentary 
atmosphere, with the thermal water and the 
relaxed scenery,” Bob said.

“I used to teach out here (in Longreach) 
years ago.”

“So I set it up because a lot of people were 
asking me when I was going to start again.”

“My own practice was getting a little stale 
because I usually practice every day.

“So I thought the only way to ramp it up 
and change things was to start doing lessons 
again.”

Bob said he has to prepare quite a lot for 
lessons and it makes him re-think, renew and 
re-check old postures and create different rou -
tines - which helps him as well.

He originally landed in Longreach in 2011 
after travelling around a little and said the 
things that keep him here are wide open spac -
es and the quietness of the town.

“There’s no traffic, no travelling - I’ve lived 
on the coast in the past and had to do the trav -
el for work in the mornings.

“You only have to put up with the heat for a 
month or two and the rest of the year is quite 
nice,” Bob remarked.”

Bob said the biggest thing he hears from lo -
cals is they don’t try yoga because they think 
they are not flexible enough.

“They’re probably not - but you don’t all of 
a sudden become flexible, like a young female 
is, so you have to start somewhere,” Bob said.

“If you have quite severe injuries you just go 
to the local gym or fit club and join in the re -
ally active stuff, but yoga can cater for anybody 
and everybody.

“The only way you see benefits is to keep on 
going.”

But participants can also achieve high lev -
els of fitness as Bob recalled how a few years 
ago he had a triathlete group come for a tryout 
and he thought he’d ramp it up a little bit for 
them and they battled through it.

Lessons are $15 and duration is between 1 
hour and 1 1/2 hours and have been filling up 
at the current location in Joseph Egeley Hall in 
Magpie Lane.

Competition is left of the greens at a fortunate club
Games galore last weekend with competition 
games left, right and centre, plus our usual 
Sunday social bowls. 

The one thing I love about this club is that 
after the competitive competition games, 
bowlers walk off the green after their game 
and we all have a chat and laugh inside the 
clubhouse. 

There’s always banter after the games but 
seriously we’re all there for our own reasons. 

Last weekend the youngest bowler in our 
club turned up for his first-ever competitive 
game, which happened to be an ‘A’ Grade 
Championship Singles game. Now, this quiet 
youngster played a cranky old bald-headed 
bloke… me. 

Boy oh boy he went well and he took all 
advice with an eagerness to learn. 

He should be very proud of himself. 
The game didn’t go his way on the score-

card but it won’t take long for him to improve 
even more. 

The Competition games actually started 
on Saturday morning at 9.00am with John 
Hawkes taking on Peter Thurecht in singles. 

I think it’s fair to say Hawkesy had the 
wood over Peter early and skipped out to a 
great lead of 21–9 after 18 ends. 

But then Peter got his line and length and 
scored 16 shots over the next 12 ends to tie 
the game up at 25 all in the race to 31 shots. 

The game then went like this, Peter was 
in the lead 26-25, Hawkes tied it at 26 all, 
Hawkes was holding four shots but Peter 
drew the ultimate shot with his last bowl to 
lead 27-26, then, Hawkes got in front again 
28-27. 

Hawkes then held his nerve and scored 
three shots on the next two ends to take a 
good win by 31–27. 

Saturday afternoon saw George Kent play-

ing Rodney Butt. 
Rodney held slender leads on the 12th and 

14th ends after the game was squared up on 
two occasions beforehand. 

But George took a hold of the game after 
the 15th end and slowly edged away to take 
the win 31–21. 

Rodney actually won more ends but 
George scored multiple shots when he won 
ends and that proved to be the difference. 

The other game on Saturday was the game 
between new Vice President Justin Hunt and 
great club man Wayne Lewis. 

The story of this game was Justin started 
on fire leading seven-nil but Wayne started 
playing better bowls and hung in there with 
Justin keeping the lead between four to eight 
shots. 

At 22–14 Justin slowly drew away finally 
winning the game 31–19. 

After the game, Justin celebrated his win 
by opening his wallet to shout in the bar, and 
we’re still trying to get the moths out of the 
club. 

On Sunday we had more Championship 

singles games starting with Bluey Beard up 
against Shawn Ryan. 

Both blokes were coming off wins the 
weekend before and someone had to lose. 

Unfortunately this time it was Bluey but 
only after a great game. 

The biggest difference in scores was only 
four shots until it was 20-19 in Shawn’s fa -
vour. 

But then things changed when Shawn 
started using four bowls and Bluey had a few 
issues and started feeling unwell. 

The game finished 31–23. 
We then had a championship Pairs game 

with Russell Brooke and Terry Harris tak -
ing on veteran Ray Harmsworth and newish 
bowler Andrew Watts. 

The game was in the balance at 13–10 to 
Ray and Wattsy but they scored five shots on 
the 13th and 16th end to skip out an unas -
sailable lead and won the game with a score 
line of 28–16. 

Another great weekend of bowls with 
more compelling games planned for this 
weekend as well. 

TONY EMSLIE

BOWLS  
BY BONES
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IMPACT SOCKET SET 400L DIESEL FUEL
TRANSFER TANK 204PC AF/METRIC TOOLKIT PALLET ROLL CAGE

FOLDS
AWAY

760 x 800 x
1770mm.
500kg cap. 2 x
swivel & 2 x rigid wheels. Incl 1 
full-size swing door & 1 half
door. Can be �tted
w/ removable or
�xed shelves.

RCR400
$699

3/4” dr imperial std.
29 pieces. Sizes 
ranging from 3/4”
to 2 1/2”. Deep series sockets.
Chrome molybdenum. In carry
case.

600422902
$1499

DD400
$1499

Lockable lid. 12V diesel 
self-priming pump. 40L/min. In
& out 3/4” male �tting. 30 min 
on/o� duty cycle pump. 5m 
of 3/4” braided fuel hose. 5m 
wiring harness w/
alligator clip. 4m of
19mm delivery
hose. 19mm auto
shut o� valve.
Auto fuel
nozzle.

BENCH WOOD
BANDSAW

254mm wheel
diameter. 10”
high speed resaw
bandsaw. 3/4HP
motor.
Cast iron
table size:
356mm squared.
254mm cutting
width. 203mm
cutting height.
3-19mm blade
width capacity.

YES-1008L
$799

Teal

Green
8 drawer chest
+ 5 drawer
cabinet. 1/4, 3/8,
& 1/2 dr sockets & accs.; 1/2 dr in-hex 
sockets; spanners; screwdrivers; T-handle 
ratchet screwdriver set; hex keys; pliers; 
multi grip; circlips; ball pein hammer; 
adjustable wrench; tape measure; 
telescopic magnet & mirror.

SCMT10160HT

$1999

SCMT10160HG

$1999

12586930-FC05-23

Central Highlands will bring the flair at Country Week
By Liam Emerton 

Rockhampton’s Country Week cricket tour -
nament will have a distinct Central High -
land’s edge to it this year. 

The long weekend of cricket action begins 
on Australia Day with the Northside versus 
Southside Charity match before transition -
ing into the weekend’s play. 

Four women’s teams, 16 turf teams and 
24 concrete teams will take on country week 
this year. 

However country week convener and vice 
president of Rockhampton Cricket Carrie 
Bennet said that half the teams nominated 
this year are from the Central Highlands re -
gion this year. 

With teams coming from Rockhampton, 
Yeppoon and the surrounding areas, the ma -
jority of squads are based in our region which 
Bennet said is a wonderful thing for the tour -
nament. 

“We’ve got Rocky, Yeppoon, Emerald, 
Moralahbah, Springsure, Molbrah, we’ve 
even got some players from as far south as 
Brisbane and New South Wales,” she said. 

“It’s great getting to listen to people from 
out of town and getting to know their stories. 

“There have been some families coming 
for 30 years to Rocky to catch up. 

“This is the one time they come together 
and then they get to catch up with all their 
friends from out west as well.”

The Central Highlands-based teams in 
the top divisions will also be playing for cash 
prizes this year. 

She’s Apples Cleaning and Cold Room Hire 
have put $500 on the line for the first grade 

turf division with Lawrence’s Motors sponsor -
ing the second division turf competition with 
a $350 prize. 

That comes off the back of feedback from 
those who played in recent years which has 
been seen as a progressive move from the 
tournament. 

That feedback also came in the form of 
how and when the games should be played 
which after listening to the competitors has 
seen Country Week build on its success. 

“We’re slowly growing, every year we’re get -
ting one to two more teams every year,” said 
Bennet. 

“With the inclusion of the women’s compe -
tition that has helped a lot. 

“And the Big Bash, currently being heavily 
promoted and seen on TV, has helped a lot. 

“For this year I’ve included night games 
and changed the format to a T20 style. 

“The feedback I’ve had over the last couple 
of years is that players wanted to be under 
lights after watching the Northside v South -
side Charity match.”

Games are scheduled to play on Friday 
with finals in all divisions set to be played on 
Sunday. 

Country Week in Rockhampton will see around half of the teams travelling in from the Central 
Highlands region.

New trainer in Barcaldine 
By Country Racing  

Bevan “Billy” Johnson, Country Racing pre -
mier trainer in Queensland, is moving to the 
Central West and has set up a 30-stable com-
plex on a rural property just outside of Barcal -
dine which he purchased late last year 

Johnson has completed moving his stable 
from his former on-course operation at trea -
sure park where he and his wife Melanie John -
son were based for three years, where Melanie 
served as the club president leaving the club 
in a good place and in capable hands with her 
loyal friend Bianca Bulst.

The move to Barcaldine will still give John -
son more access to country tracks with Bar -
caldine being central to the north-west south-
west and will feature strongly in the central 
west when the season kicks off. 

Johnson will be a big shot in the arm for 
racing in the central west which is arguably the 
strongest jurisdiction in country Queensland.

Johnson said it was a work in progress but 
he is gradually building a lush sandy loamy 

track at his Barcaldine property that would 
help his horses and it would give them more of 
a chance to be 100 per cent on race day. 

Johnson said he struggled with the travel 
at his Moranbah facility with limited options 
with a large amount of travel involved to race 
in the west where a majority of his horses have 
raced over many years.

Johnson said his team will continue to 
live by their motto that ‘you have to place the 
horses where you think they can win’, and ‘we 
do a majority of our racing in the Central West 
and will continue to target Tab races with our 
better-performing gallopers’.

Johnson said his new training base was go-
ing to be a shock to the system with the travel 
and the camping being heavily reduced at his 
new Barcaldine base so they wouldn’t have to 
sleep rough most weekends travelling with the 
horses.

Johnson said he will continue to support 
the Moranbah meeting strongly visiting their 
old friend Bianca Bulst at the three treasure 
meetings per year. Billy Johnson winning 2018 Birdsville Cup with jockey Aidin Thompson and horse Blue Jest. 
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