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A gift of art

A pair of paintings that depict the remarkable
history of Aramac in the ‘60s have been donat -
ed to the town’s council chambers.

Former local lan Barton said the painting
had been made from photos he had taken with
his box brownie during his time in the western
Queensland town by a painter he met in Biloela.

“Its exactly what the Aramac tramway
looked like and there were two old houses in
the painting that had people living in them,*
Mr Barton said.
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Vale Peter Evert

One of Winton's true legends, Peter Evert, has passed |
away leaving a legacy of resilience and entrepreneur-
ship. Here he is with Robyn Stephens is at the unveiling

of the goanna memorial that recognised 50 years of the bt ﬂ’ ‘
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Outback Fest, an event he helped start.
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Closures on hold

With 35 bank branches due to close around they undertake a senate inquiry into regional operate their businesses,” Senator Canavan, “When a bank leaves town with no way to

the nation between February and June 2023, bank closures. Chair of the Senate Rural and Regional Affairs access banking services, they leave that com

including Longreach NAB, last week's Senate The Senate last week established an inquiry and Transport Committee said. munity behind.

inquiry may very well be the pause button re - into the impacts of closures of regional banks “They have been told to “try online bank - “I call on all the banks to stop clos -

gions need. across the country, with the inquiry due to re - ing”, which just leaves them in the lurch. ing branches until they can hear how their
The Senate Rural and Regional Affairs and port back to the Senate on 1 December 2023. “It's simply impossible for a storeowner to planned closures would affect local communi -

Transport Committee has called on banks to “Regional bank closures are hurting com -  deposit their daily takings, and get the change  ties and towns.”

halt their closures of regional branches while munities, and were seeing people struggle to  they need from online banking. STORY PAGE 6
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Tlhe editor's desk

Happy Valentine's Day or Palentine’s
Day, depending on where you are at in
your love life.

| think events like this can sometimes
be a downer. But it depends on how you
look at it.

Valentine’s Day, for us singles, can
be a reminder that you can find love in
many different things.

For me, it's walking in nature.

At the edge of town is Iningai Park
which is always a great place to spend
time solo or with some friends.

Otherwise, there’s always taking a
bubble bath or the other cliches.

Nonetheless, | am sure we
can all be a little abashed
by some of the loving "
messages on this week’s
social page.

- Michael R Williams
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Pick of

By Michael R Williams

Living on a merino sheep property only an
hour out of Blackall, Lisa Alexander has worked
her way into becoming one of Queensland’s
premier bush photographers.

Her business, Lisa Alexander Photography
has evolved from being a hobby to becoming
a full-time business over the last four years to
where it now employs a Virtual Assistant.

She has recently won the Queensland Ru-
ral Photography Award at the Queensland Ru -
ral Press Club Awards for her contributions to
Bush Journal.

“It was great to receive the award,” she said.

Ms Alexander has also won a number of
awards for her photography including a com -
petition for the Sydney Morning Herald.

Her story is one of passion and fortitude.

“I've always been fascinated with photogra -
phy; I've always had a camera,” she said.

“My mum set up a dark room in the laundry
of our home - I've got a really creative family
- she started her photography while | was in
primary school.

“I honestly am not sure where it started—I
used to have the little film cameras when | was
at boarding school.”

For Ms Alexander, photography was more
of a hobby using a self-described ‘crappy film
camera’ until upgrading to a digital later on.

It wasnt until her children would leave
home for boarding school that she would find
the time to really take it seriously.

Her newfound time and her newfound pas -
sion would coincide with the drought of the
2010s.

“Even in the depths of drought, there is still
beauty to be found—you just have to want to
see it,” she said.

“Photography really helped me actually
when we were struggling with drought, it gave
us something else to focus on.

“Wed go out to feed the sheep and it helped
me look beyond the struggles we were facing
on the farm and to see other aspects of the ev-
eryday.

“Sometimes | would see a plant that was
randomly flowering which was not common
in the drought or the connections between you
and a lamb.

“It made me search that little bit harder to
find that beauty.”

“I love to shoot life on the land, and its more
in an unposed way—I like to capture moments
just as they are,” she said.

“Anything to do with work on the land, | am
inspired by the beauty of the world that sur -
rounds us.

“I think the older you get, the more con -
nected you begin to feel with what resonates
with you.”

Ms Alexander said she has no plans to take
her practice into the city stating her passion
comes from the land and the small rural com -
munities.

She is intermittently hosting photography
I\_/yé?rkshops, “Beginner Bootcamps’ which in -
clude personalised support; if you would like
to stay informed for the next round you can

Distribution numbers, areas and coverage are estimatgs oflyjlow her Facebook https://www.facebook.

.aoim/LisaAlexanderPhotographyAustralia  or
you can follow her instagram @lisa_alexan-
der_photography
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New views for LRC

By Michael R Williams

Community engagement forums have been
held across Longreach in recent weeks, with
locals given the chance to have their say on
beautification and potential infrastructure ini -
tiatives. There are currently three master plans
for the skate park, the cemetery and the show -
grounds.

Longreach Regional Council Mayor Tony
Rayner said the master plans are there to help
build and develop all of those facilities.

“We've had some really good feedback in
regards to the skate park,” he said.

“Some of the ideas included have been a
large children's playground adjacent to the
skate park — that was really popular — a dog

park for people to be able to exercise and let
their dogs run around off-leash, and addition -
al car parking.

“This includes additional landscape; many
locals wanted to see more trees and veg
etation—this is something the council is very
supportive of.”

Mr Rayner said locals could expect to see
each of these suggestions implemented over
the coming years, depending on grant fund -
ing.

“We have been very successful in getting
good grant funding for a while now and we
expect to continue to be successful with grant
funding and that will help pay for the improve -
ments,” he said. “Every 12 months, we will be
able to identify the priority of a piece of work

to be done and we're waiting now to finalise
the results from that community engagement
and if it came up that the children’s play -
ground that was to come up as number one,
then we would rate that one as the one to be
done this year.”

In regards to the showgrounds and ceme -
tery, Mr Rayner said locals have supported the
council’s continuing efforts towards the beau -
tification of those facilities.

“There’s a lot of support for the ongoing
landscaping and beautification of the show -
grounds and the work that continues to im -
prove that asset,” he said.

“Equally so at the cemetery as well, which
will have additional seating provided, particu -
larly at the Iningai House.”

wait to get married late this year.

Sweethearts say love is In the air

Lovers were out in full force this Valentine’s Day. Here are Dane McDonald and Lauren Cassin enjoying dinner at Harry’s Restaurant. They can't

MORE VALENTINE'S PICS PAGE 21

What is alleged to be a jigger was
photographed last week.
Picture: SHARON CHAPMAN

Barcaldine
trainer Is
found guilty

Barcaldine thoroughbred trainer
Todd Austin has been found guilty of
three of the four charges issued by the
Queensland Racing Integrity Commis -
sion (QRIC) stewards in the Birdsville
jigger inquiry.

The charges include being guilty of
commissioning an act of cruelty to a
horse and two charges of providing false
or misleading evidence to stewards at
the inquiry.

The inquiry has also found Mr Austin's
wife Toni Austin guilty of providing false
or misleading evidence to stewards at
the inquiry, while jockey Ric McMahon
had already pleaded guilty to possessing
a jigger and providing false or mislead -
ing evidence earlier in the inquiry.

The inquiry had been set after a pho -
tograph was taken of Ric McMahon do -
ing track work with registered thorough -
bred Hemmerle during the Birdsville
Cup in August last year.

The QRIC have been investigating the
inquiry since the incident and the three
participants have been suspended dur -
ing that time; they have been given one
week to provide penalty submissions
before the Stewards determine their fate.

The Longreach by-election remains dead -
locked with only 14 votes between candidates
Ingrid Miller and David Paterson at the time
of print.

The Electoral Commission of Queensland
(ECQ) said the results may not be decided for
another week.

Acting Electoral Commissioner Wade Lew -
is said there had been 1455 votes counted by
Monday afternoon, amounting to around 60
per cent of the enrolled electors.

“A declaration of a successful candidate
can only be made when the outcome is cer-
tain,” Mr Lewis said.

“Even though electors had to complete
their vote by 6pm on polling day, votes will
continue coming in through the mail for this
full postal ballot election.

“Postal votes can be returned up to 10 days
after polling day, so for a vote to count, it will
need to be received by the ECQ by the dead
line on Tuesday 21 February.

Electoral
E_ Commission
S8 OUEENSLAND

“The election is currently too close to
call, and outstanding postal votes could
decide the outcome, so | encourage all
electors to return their postal vote as soon as
possible.”

Visit the ECQ’s website to learn more
about the by-election and to stay up-to-date
with the results after the polls close.
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A son’s farewell to father

By Michael Evert

Dad was born in Winton in 1938 to Bill and
Nell Evert and had five brothers and sisters,
Vince, Margaret, Neale, Maureen and Lennie.

From the start, Dad was a people’s person.

He attended Saint Patrick’s School in Win -
ton for primary and had his secondary educa -
tion at Marist College, Ashgrove in Brisbane.

He made solid friendships every step of the
way and always kept in contact.

At Ashgrove, he was a keen rugby player,

swimmer and gymnast and had fond mem -
ories of his time there and made lifelong
friends, some of whom are with him now.

Dad started a pharmacy apprenticeship in
Winton and finished his studies at the now
QUT in Brisbane.

During this time, he courted Joan, mar -
ried, and in 2022 they celebrated their 60th
anniversary. Peter and Joan had four children,
Kieran, Joe, Marita and (myself) Mike.

They are blessed with 15 grandchildren
and four great-grandchildren.

As we all know, Dad’s life goal was to make
sure that no matter where you were, whether
it was in Queensland, Australia or the wider
world, you knew where Winton was.

When he was not in Winton, he had a fes-
tival poster, a program, a pharmacy calendar
or a sticker in his back pocket ready to let ev-
eryone know about the experience of Winton.

All roads lead to Winton.

Social media could take a few pointers
from Dad, as he was a walking Instagram. He
was able to get everyone talking about Win -
ton.

He had a tremendous sense of community,
serving the Winton Shire Council as a coun -
cillor for 26 years, twice as deputy mayor.

He was president of the Queensland Out -
back Tourism Association, the Outback Fes-
tival inaugural committee, and the Winton
Historical Society and others.

He and his brothers, Vince and Neale, saw
tremendous vision for Tourism in the Out -
back and his lifelong passion promoting Win -
ton saw him awarded a British Empire Medal
for Community Service, a Queensland Tour -
ism Award for Individual Contribution and an
Australia Medal.

Dad’s air charter business, which he called
QOTS, which stood for Queensland Outback
Tourist Service, helped him network through -
out the state and it was a pleasure for him to
see in his lifetime that Winton received the
Queensland Tiny Town Tourism Award and
second in the national tourism accolade.

One of dads sayings was, “Qantas was
the airline that took on the world and QOTS
stayed at home”.

Dad, the flying pharmacist, had three
planes in his 33-year flying career and clocked
well over 10,000 hours of bush flying.

Flying Whiskey Mike Charlie (WMC), or
“Waltzing Matilda Country”, was a great pas -

1987 Outback Fest committee members, back row fromt left: Sandy Rohan, Vince Evert, Alan
Green, Margaret Gillies, Donna Paynter, John Paynter, Roy Shaw and Lyn Fraser. Front: Paul Malonel
Robyn Stephens, Mavis Lenton, Peter Stephens, Peter Evert and Bob Sager.

By Robyn Stephens

Peter Evert OAM was a founding member of
Winton's Outback Festival, chairman from
1972 to 1977 and served as a committee mem:
ber for over 40 years. Peter truly paved the way
and was a man who had a vision for what tour -
ism could bring to his home town of Winton.

Peter’s first president’s report following the
1972 Outback Festival states: “The outstand-
ing success of Winton's first festival was due to
the cooperation of the various sporting bod -
ies, charity organisations, and local business
houses, but most of all, the people of Winton
and district, who combined as a team to play
Winton's first competitive match against Tour -
ism in Queensland and noting — one day —
this event would be one of the leading festivals
in Queensland.”

Peter dedicated Winton's first festival in
1972 by getting off the ground to the inaugural
president, the late Dr Barry Wilson, who died
suddenly prior to the 10-day festival being
staged.

Barry was Winton's doctor from 1969 to
1972

Peter travelled back to Winton in Septem -
ber 2022 for the 50th anniversary celebrations
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of the Outback Festival and was so thrilled to
come back home from the Gold Coast, which
he totally enjoyed. Peter had a blast in his true
spirit, joining and celebrating among many
old friends.

One of Peter's most-loved festival events
was the popular Dunny Door Art Competi -
tion. He lured known cartoon artists, such as
Ken Mayard, Doug Tanish, Hugh Sawrey just to
name a few; to paint hilarious scenes on a 5’ x
2'6” toilet door to be auctioned for charity.

Peter purchased many of these artistic
doors (being a great supporter of charity him -
self) depicting paintings of ex-politicians and
known Australians and he has a fine collection
of many to claim his own “hall of fame”.

Peter had quite a number of favourite
events that he assisted with during the festi -
val. the World Crayfish Derby was one and he
especially loved the writing of the “Best Bites”
program booklet.

As a keen pilot, Peter formed the Pelican
Flying Club in Winton and, over the years, flew
the members of the festival committee from
Winton to the Gympie Muster to learn how to
grow the event, allowing many friendships to
be made in the event industry. He also flew lo -
cal doctors for the Queensland Department of

sion for Dad and he knew the geography of
the barren country well.

He loved a bird’s eye view of creeks, gorges,

and secret waterholes that he would then try
to find on land.

Dad's famous quote with every landing
was: “Well... we walked away from another
one.”

There are many stories of navigation
equipment failures, landing on short strips,
blowing tyres, taking doctors and dentists to
clinics, going to cattle and sheep sales, flying
my sister Marita, to Brisbane for emergency
surgery (his first night flight), checking for
breaks in the power or phone lines or even
carting the occasional coffin.

He always came back home telling inter -
esting stories of the things he had seen, done
or places he had been and always brought
back a sticker for the kids of the town he had
been to.

The sticker wall was full!

He was a great supporter of the flying doc -
tor and would enter Whiskey Mike Charlie in
the flying doctor car rally as air support, col -
lecting money to cover fuel and then donat -
ing that back to the flying doctor.

Dad’s annual family holiday from Win -
ton was always on the Gold Coast, where he
would connect with siblings and their fami -
lies who had moved to the big smoke.

He finally made Nobby’s Beach his home
away from home, where mum and dad spent

Peter Evert at the Outback Fest.

Tribute to a founder of the Outback Fes

Health from Winton to Boulia hospital, help -
ing where he could to keep Winton and Out -
back Queensland connected.

Also, Peter never missed the popular Birds-
ville Races each year, which was another pop-
ular air flight with many tales to be told and a
trip to remember.

Peter was a stalwart of Outback Queensland
Tourism and was the first chairman of the Out -
back Queensland Tourism Association in 1981.

Peter was awarded Life Membership of
OQTA in 2015 for his dedication to Outback
Queensland.

He and his brother Vince recognised in the
early 1960s the potential of tourism and events
to diversify Winton's economy, build local
pride, and strengthen the local community.

Both men were loyal -custodians of
105-year-old Winton's Royal Open Air Theatre
for decades.

On behalf of the members of the Outback
Festival Committee past and present, and
members of our greater Outback Queensland
footprint, we pay tribute to a pioneer, a true
gentleman who had a vision and passion for
his loved home town of Winton and the people
of Outback Queensland.

their retirement, which was six months in
Winton during the winter and six months on
the Gold Coast during the summer.

His local watering hole was Nobbys surf
life-saving club, here he went to save lives of-
ten during the hours of 5pm to 7pm.

In recent times, he and Mum then moved
to an Aged care facility, Tricare at Mermaid
Beach, and as socialising was a major part of
Dad’s personality, he continued to save lives
at Nobbys once a week.

The stories of Dad’s adventures will live on
forever. We hope you all can gather together
and share them with us later today.

He has made his final return to his much-
loved Winton and we are thankful for the re -
cent rain that he would have undoubtedly
organised.

Dad once said: “My late brother Vince and
| had always believed that Winton could be -
come an Outback tourism mecca because of
its character, its uniqueness, its history, its
beauty and most importantly, its people.

He loved the outback, he loved Winton, he
loved his extended family and friends and al -
ways had a good sense of humour.

He was generous, he was caring...
was our mate.

He will be laid to rest here at the Winton
Cemetery to be with his parents and other
family members and I'm sure his ghost will be
heard if you pass by this cemetery.

A poetic
farewell
for Peter

The day that Peter Evert passed, the storm
clouds rolled on by

His parting gift, we reckon, was one fi-
nal wet goodbye,

And as he left the runway, lifting off for
one more flight,

The dry old scrub below began to
transform overnight.

“Clear prop” he yelled before each trip
and once each trek was done,

He'd joke, “Well there you go, we just
survived another one!”

Farewell old mate from those of us
who knew you for a while.

Our world won't be the same without
that Peter Evert smile.

The love and hospitality you shared
along the way,

L Has bro.ught us all t l)gether as we send

and he

I t

ylng In a Kite,

If we ever made a movie, it would be in
black and white.

No soul can live forever, even legends
way out west,

And you dear friend are recognised as
one of Winton's best.

Down local streets and dusty roads
and out across the land,

By those billabongs and campfires,
your name now comes to hand.

There’s a bar stool with your brand on,
and though we're quite distressed,

We hear that Heaven's welcoming a
very thirsty guest.

While back on Earth we gather as we
pray once more for rain,

We'll tell those yarns and poems and
raise a glass with mates again,

While gazing at the Southern Cross
and listening to the trees

For that rustle, as you join us, a spirit
on the breeze,

Where Matilda waltzes proudly and
old Dinosaurs now rest,

And we lay another icon down beside
the very best.

ur story, you'd be

- Marco Gliori
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Flying the flag for Winton

By Michael R Williams

Winton icon Peter Evert passed away on 6 Feb-
ruary 2023.

“Dad was the pharmacist in town. In those
days, pharmacists had to do an apprentice -
ship, so he was an apprentice for the local
pharmacist and then he had to go to Brisbane
to do his check, six weeks a year,” said son Joe
Evert.

“He met mum [Joan Evert] on one of those
trips. After he finished his study, they married
and moved to Winton.”

Peter Evert would become Winton's phar -
macist for many years and would become
extremely interested in flying, going up often
with his accountant John Hackett and loving it
so much he would buy his own plane.

Soaking in the outback vistas from above,
Mr Evert would soon wish to share his pas-
sions with the world, inspiring what many
would know as his legacy — his work in build -
ing Winton's tourism industry (with many oth -
ers).

“He took us up for a joy flight and scared the
hell out of us,” Joe said.

“It was very expensive to fly, and the only
way he could afford it was through starting an
air charter business.

“Winton was in a large drought at the time,
the '50s and '60s was a pretty tough time for a
lot of the back country.

“Dad and his brothers were always trying to
think of a way to boost the Winton economy.

“In '72 they came up with the Outback Fes -
tival.”

Mr Evert would become the president of the
Outback Festival committee and would work
tirelessly with his committee on building an
event that would draw tourists to the town.

He was also a council member along with
his many businesses, and yet still found time
to raise his children.

“When he came home he always had time
to play with us and kick the footy or drive the
car around,” Joe said.

‘At the end of the year, wed always go on a
family holiday. | think that was one of the few
times he would truly switch off.”

Mr Evert always believed in the product of
not just Winton, but all of outback tourism.

“Hed fly to Barccy or Blackall—the whole
zone, he believed people need to come out to
see this country in its good time and its bad
times,” said Joe.

“But everyone had something to offer. It
was his vision.”

In the decades to follow, outback tourism
has been a boon to towns like Winton, which
have seen significant improvements to local
infrastructure.

“Right now, if you go into Longreach or
Winton, there’s a lot of pride in the towns,” Joe
said. “It looks nice, it looks welcoming.

“There used to be a grass plot down the
main street of Winton and | remember playing
football there. Someone pulled up asking how
far was Winton and we didnt know how to an -
swer them.

“There’s a lot more signage now, there’s a
real progressive nature to the town.”

Peter Evert recieving his OAM (Australia medal) from Major General Peter Arnison, the 23rd

Governor of QId.

Peter Evert in front of his QOTS air charter
banner.

Peter Evert sitting on the wing of his much loved Piper Saratoga, in WMC Peter Evert in the projector room at “The Royal”. The Winton open air

(Waltzing Matilda country).

Mr Evert was a progressive man who saw
the potential in Winton.

“Flying, he got to see a lot of what others
dont get to see,” Joe said.

“He would network throughout the coun -
try, and take that Winton pamphlet or Out -
back Festival poster and hed stick it up all
over in random towns — anything to promote
Winton.

picture show.

“Hed go to local pubs and become best
mates with the bartender.

“Everyone would say they want to go to
Winton after speaking to dad. It's just the way
he was.”

At home, Peter Evert was known as a fam
ily and Christian man, passing on his values of
honesty and integrity to his children.

“I never heard dad swear once,” Joe said.
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Get in touch with us today.

“He held religion and faith in high regard
and played the violin during mass with mum
who played the organ.

“He taught us, if you find five dollars on
the ground, to hand it in to the police because
someone may be looking for it.

“He was super proud of his kids, his achieve -
ments and of Winton.”
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Interest in pastoral college

A major investment group will be visiting Long -
reach 23 February with the goal of attaining pri -
vate control over the Longreach Pastoral Col -
lege, land and associated infrastructure assets.

AAM Investment Group, the conglomerate
interested, said they plan to retain to retain and
return critical training services to the Australian
agricultural industry and local community.

AAM Managing Director, Garry Edwards and
members of AAM’s management team will hold
a community consultation session with inter -
ested Longreach local community members
and key stakeholders on proposed plans for the
site, with a formal tender for the facility to be
submitted to the Queensland Government by
its deadline of February 23.

On Friday 17 February, AAM representa-

tives will be available in Longreach for further
discussions with interested parties who wish
to be actively and financially involved with this
project.

Mr Edwards said he was committed to en -
suring the former college was reinstated as a
key source of knowledge sharing and skills de-
velopment for the pastoral industries, as well as
a hub for the local community and businesses
to access and utilise. The consortium’s tender is
expected to include the entire 17,511 hectares
of land including Rosebank Station adjoining
the College site, modern classroom and accom -
modation facilities and other practical agricul -
tural infrastructure.

“When Longreach Pastoral College was
closed in 2019 it highlighted a major problem in

Queensland in the need for modernisation and
relevance of agricultural training,” he said.

“Losing facilities like this leaves a gaping
hole in the state’s capacity to develop the skills
of the workforce required by Australia’s thriving
farm sector and took away what had, for more
than half a century, been part of the lifeblood of
the Longreach community.

‘As part of our collective vision, the com -
panies involved in the private consortium be -
lieve that the Longreach Pastoral College can
be rejuvenated to become a trustworthy, viable
and intergenerational learning centre, not un -
like the renowned Marcus Oldham College in
Victoria, offering a range of certified education
and training courses, whilst incorporating local
tourism activities and educational activities for

primary and high school students who dont
have the chance for exposure to regional Aus-
tralia and our agricultural industries.

“We also see the site potentially being used
for tertiary learning, veterinary studies and Re -
search and Development, possibly in collabora -
tion with Research and Development Corpora -
tions and industry groups, to become a source
of employment, relevance and opportunity for
all of Western Queensland.

‘Australian agriculture is flourishing and
rapidly evolving to be a sector that requires a
vast diversity of skills and knowledge. We want
to help be part of a solution that will meet this
need while ensuring a site, that has a legacy of
education dating back generations, is used for
its highest and best purpose.”

By Karen Simmons

With 35 bank branches due to close around
the nation between February and June 2023,
including Longreach NAB, last week's Senate
inquiry may very well be the pause button re -
gions need.

The Senate Rural and Regional Affairs and
Transport Committee has called on banks to
halt their closures of regional branches while
they undertake a senate inquiry into regional
bank closures.

The Senate last week established an inquiry
into the impacts of closures of regional banks
across the country, with the inquiry due to re -
port back to the Senate on 1 December 2023.

“Regional bank closures are hurting com -
munities, and we're seeing people struggle to
operate their businesses,” Senator Canavan,
Chair of the Senate Rural and Regional Affairs
and Transport Committee said.

“They have been told to “try online bank -
ing”, which just leaves them in the lurch.

“It's simply impossible for a storeowner to
deposit their daily takings, and get the change
they need from online banking.

“When a bank leaves town with no way to
access banking services, they leave that com
munity behind.

“ call on all the banks to stop clos -
ing branches until they can hear how their
planned closures would affect local communi -
ties and towns.”

The National Australia Bank advised its
customers that Longreach NAB, located at
119 Eagle Street, Longreach will close its doors
permanently on Thursday 20 April 2023. They
have advised customers who prefer banking
face-to-face, that they will be able to continue
banking at Longreach Post Office, which offers
Bank@Post and is located at 100 Eagle Street.

Senate inquiry leads to pause on rural bank cl

Westpac has notified the Finance Sec-
tor Union (FSU) it will shut down another 20
branches across four states with the loss of 91
jobs.

FSU National Secretary Julia Angrisano said
the recent Westpac results announcement told
the story: Profit for 2022 of $5.65 billion, up
4&percnt;. Costs down 19&percnt;. And 2667
jobs cut in 2022.

Ms Angrisano said the Senate Inquiry into
bank branch closures will examine the im -
pact of the closures in regional Australia but
the move by all the large banks to downsize
branch networks is hitting Australians in the
cities as well.

The Commonwealth Bank of Australia has
considered the request from the Senate com -
mittee and announced it will not close any re -
gional branches while the inquiry is underway
in 2023.

O:

Unless a change of heart is inspired by the
recent senate inquiry, NAB Longreach will
close its doors permanently on Thursday 20
April.
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-By Karen Simmons

Nationals leader David Littleproud is calling
for changes to Telstra’'s Universal Service Obli-
gation, following repeated failings of Telstra to
help vulnerable customers.

An Australian Communications and Me -
dia Authority (AMCA) investigation has found
Telstra failed to comply with its priority assis -
tance obligations.

As a condition of its carrier licence, Telstra
is required to provide priority assistance to
customers who have a life-threatening medi -
cal condition, and once identified, must have
systems in place to provide those customers
with additional levels of service.

Boyne Valley resident Mark McLachlan re -
lies on a heavily dated landline to contact the
outside world from his large property.

His wife and daughter’s medical conditions
mean the family is on a medical alert with Tels -
tra but they have faced extended landline out -

@w cce¥s o Bgpck-up mobile signal
along vlvlit arou|n'd 00 aother local residents.
O /“There’s 8big r a&re, larger properties,

" i} ohavgo&ovg %a/gt all,” Mr McLachlan

“The landlines are wearing out — they'd had
it and they're going to have to fix it somehow.”
The ACMA investigation found Telstra failed
to:

» Send priority assistance application forms
and/or required additional information on
more than 260 occasions to customers who
had made contact to enquire about priority
assistance.

« Initiate “emergency medical request pro -
cedures on five occasions to two customers
when it was required to do so. These proce-
dures can include making sure the phone is
fixed quickly or an alternative is available.

» Follow processes for “enhanced service reli -
ability* on one occasion, which requires it
to undertake testing of a priority assistance
customer’s telephone service if two faults
are reported by the customer over a three-
month period.

In addition to the investigation find -
ings, Telstra reported that there were 740
other instances where it was unable to lo -
cate records of whether priority assistance

»all for major Telstra shil

4 ' i @
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An ACMA investigation found Telstra failed

to initiate ‘emergency medical request’

procedures on five occasions to two customers

when it was required to do so.
Picture: AAP IMAGE/JOEL CARRETT

paperwork was sent.

Mr Littleproud described the findings as
“outrageous” as there were even cases where
some people passed away without a working
landline.

He said Telstra's priority assistance obli -
gation was required to send out a technician
within 24 hours (urban and rural areas) or 48
hours (remote areas) to fix landline issues or
outages.

“This is a matter of life and death,” Mr Lit -
tleproud said.

“No vulnerable person should risk suffer -
ing a medical episode and be unable to call
for help. It is unbelievable the investigation
included incidents where people tried to call
000 but the service wasn't working and mobile
service wasnt available either — no Australian
should ever experience such helplessness or
fear.

“The ACMA investigation is further proof
government intervention is needed to ensure
Australians in regional and remote areas have
adequate - and safe — landline and mobile
phone coverage.

Mr Littleproud believes an updated service
obligation is needed to protect lives, including
harsher penalties and better information and
support for customers.



You may have heard of First World Prob-
lems, the kind only privileged people have,
like the hairdresser using the wrong shade
of neon purple on their hair or their Smart -
phone supporting only 50 apps rather than
100.

I'm sure someone who cant afford a
phone of any kind or lives in a place with no
telephone reception would simply raise an
eyebrow at the second problem.

They can only dream of the privilege
some people enjoy.

At the moment, we're enjoying what |
think of as ‘Wet Privilege.

As you might have guessed, this involves
receiving enough rain for grass to grow and
stock to get fat.

Having received more than enough rain
to run creeks and create many hectares of
black soil mud, were now experiencing
what | call ‘Wet World Problems.

| thought of this while contemplating
the problem of having every hose and drip -
line turn into a snake in the grass.

For some reason, when framed by thick
green grass, a garden hose takes on menae
ing properties.

It's enough to get the heart rate going
and not a problem we had during the years
of ‘drought deprivation.

I'm sure those still sadly drought de -
prived would love to have such a prob -
lem, or the following one, common in ‘Wet
World-.

‘Rain Events’ (I love that term; it makes
me think of festive occasions and rain is
certainly that) are often followed by what |
call ‘Mud Events.

Getting bogged, if you will.

These events usually involve stock or a
vehicle, sometimes both, but it's not un -
usual after heavy rain for a person to find
themselves knee-deep in silt, like the new -
bie who visited us over a wet Christmas.

Drenched: Wet privilec
and wet world problen

ILFRACOME
INKLINGS

JOANNE ROBERTSON

Which isn't as bad as bogging to the hips
and having to practically swim your way
out, usually with the help of a rope and a
person attached to the other end—hope -
fully, not standing in said mud.

Though some might view that as a privi -
lege, rather than a problem.

Fancy getting a hip bath and a mud bath
at the same time.

That's true Wet Privilege.

Rain often redesigns the contours of
a paddock, so if you dont get out before
the grass starts growing, you may be un-
pleasantly surprised by new gullies where
straight ground used to be.

One such gully opened up in a paddock
back in the last good wet, many years ago,
and | only discovered it after driving a Toy -
ota into it.

Most embarrassing.

In my defence, it was covered by thick
grass.

I've since learned to be extra cautious
driving in that paddock after heavy rain.

Thankfully, dry bogging a vehicle in a
brand-new gully doesn't happen often.

More common is stepping into smaller
gullies hiding in the grass and taking a
tumble, which is worse if there’s still mud
around.

Needless to say, these sorts of problems
rarely occur in a drought, but I reckon, on
balance, ‘Wet Privilege’ beats the heck out
of ‘Drought Deprivation’.

Community

Local council and community groups may
be eligible to seek a share of $150,000 under
Round 8 of the Stronger Communities Pro -
gramme, expressions of interest of which are
being sort by Maranoa MP David Littleproud.

“Regional, rural and remote communities
are the heart of this nation and | want to make
sure our Maranoa communities get their fair
share of this funding,” he said.

“Round 8 is focussed on supporting com -
munities to recover from the widespread im -
pacts of adverse weather events and current
economic pressures.

“Funding is available for small capital proj -
ects which encourage community participa -
tion and contribute to our vibrant communi -

support gra

ties — this could include upgrading the local
community hall, installing seating, goal posts
or lights at a sporting field, building play -
grounds or community gardens, or purchasing
essential equipment for emergency services.

“This funding injection will support up to
20 projects across the Maranoa electorate, de-
livering an economic boost to our communi -
ties and supporting local jobs.

“Grants from $2,500 up to $20,000 are avail-
able to cover up to 100 per cent of eligible proj -
ect costs, or up to 50 per cent of eligible project
costs for local governing bodies.”

To apply for funding under Round 8, down -
load an Expression of Interest form at: https://
davidlittleproud.com.au/.

IN BRIEF

Post-Covid health checks

The Heart Health Check specialist team, which
conducts a mobile testing service across Aus-
tralia, found cholesterol, blood sugar, and
blood pressure levels were all significantly
higher since the start of Covid-19.

Since March 2020, the number of people
having at least one test result outside the
healthy range increased from 33 per cent to 47
per cent—a relative 42 per cent increase.

Victor Chang Cardiac Research Institute
Program manager Anastasia Dounas said the
results demonstrated the Covid effect was real
and a huge concern.

“People undergoing our heart health
checks told us that Covid had a big effect on
their health and lifestyles. They got out of the
habit of going to the gym during lockdown and
ate and drank more because they were worried
and stressed, leading to weight gain,” she said.

“Working from home also led to less inci -
dental exercise and the fear of Covid saw more
people choosing to drive to work than catch -
ing public transport which resulted in people

taking fewer steps each day. That all adds up.”

The Australian Parents Council and state
and territory Education Ministers have come
to an agreement to make relevant changes to
NAPLAN reporting.

The APC has been working with parents
to make NAPLAN reporting less complicated,
with new changes making it so that there are
now 4 levels of achievement, simplified from
the former 10 bands.

“The standard will support higher expec -
tations for student achievement and ensure
students are gaining the important literacy
and numeracy skills they will need throughout
their lives,” said APC CEO Jenni Rickard.

“We are really excited about these tweaks to
NAPLAN reporting and believe they will be re -
ally useful in stimulating parent-teacher con -
versations about educational progress.”

“Often parents tell us they find it difficult to
interpret the teacher jargon used in reporting,
the simple presentation of this NAPLAN report
will be beneficial to many parents across the
country.”

We're off and running in 2023 and it's hard to be -
lieve we are halfway through February already.

| hope everyone in Western Queensland had
a great Christmas and New Year and is excited
about the year ahead.

We had some good rain at the back end of
last year and has continued into 2023, fingers
are crossed the La Nina hangs around for an-
other 12 months and we maintain a run of good
seasons.

With every positive, there’s usually a nega-
tive and the damage and closure of local roads
have been significant in recent times, but this
also creates work for our local road crews for the
next 6—12 months.

We're also rehabilitating a 7km section of the
Kennedy Development Road, which is taking
longer than planned due to the weekly storms.

The construction crew has done a great job
getting the detour open after the rain and hope -
fully, the new section will be open soon.

Australia Day was once again well attended
with breakfast, the awards ceremony and Great
Australian Bites.

A big congratulations go out to all our Aus -
tralia Day award recipients and the other mem -
bers of our community who were nominated.

We also had the honour of hosting a Citizen -
ship Ceremony and welcoming a long-term
resident as an official Australian.

Our Premiers Australian Day Ambassador
for this year was Gerard Gosen, who would be
one of the most inspirational persons I've met.

Gerard may be visually impaired, but this
hasnt stopped him from achieving some ex -
traordinary feats, such as climbing Mt Everest
and running from Cairns to Brisbane five times.

LeaderToday.com.au O P I N I O N

On with next
‘thallenges

FROM MYDESK

GAVIN BASKETT
WINTGNIRE COUNCIL MAYOR

Our community Meet and Greet is coming
up on 24 February and is a great opportunity
for current and new residents to meet.

| encourage everyone to attend this event
and welcome our new locals.

We have quite a few conferences occurring
in Winton this year.

The RAPAD Mayors and CEOs, as well as
Government Departments, will be meeting in
town from 27 February to 1 March.

This will be followed later in the year with
the Western Queensland Alliance of Councils
Annual Conference.

This will bring approximately 200 people to
town for three days and will be great for our local
economy and a great opportunity to showcase
our community. We also have the Queensland
Plan meeting and Natural Resources Manage-
ment Forum.

It's great to see the Devils back on the train -
ing paddock and preparing for the 2023 footy
season.

We're all looking forward to another success -
ful season for both the juniors and seniors and
hoping the Devils can get through to the grand
final.

The new gym extension is also close to com-
pletion and will double the size of this facility.

Locally owned
and operated.

Looking for a new insurance cover? Or do you have
guestions on your existing policy? Our local, friendly

team is here to take your call.
Talk to us today.

Contact Ros Kavanagh and her team for a

personalised quote today
07 4652 8620

Q Elders Insurance Central Queensland

Insurance

Kav & Co Pty Ltd ABN 50093006609 trading as Elders Insurance Central Queensland AR No. 254594 is an Authorised Representative of Elders Insurance (Underwriting
Agency) Pty Limited ABN 56 138 879 026, AFSL 340965. (EIUA) . EIUA, acting under its own AFSL, is authorised to distribute Elders Insurance products on behalf of QBE
Insurance (Australia) Limited (ABN 78 003 191 035, AFSL 239545), the product issuer. Visit www.eldersinsurance.com.au to consider the Product Disclosure Statement and

any applicable Target Market Determination to decide if the product is right for you.
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What’s on

Longreach and Central West Community Event E

Friday, 17 February
First 5 Forever

Library Rhyme Time/Story Telling. Join a free First 5 Foosaet: David Kerrigan on 0427 009 375.
session at Longreach Library and get ideas to try at hpgtion: 103 Ash St

meet other parents and carers and access fun activitier%%n:
your child. '

Monday, 20 February

Barcaldine Men’s Shed

9am

. . Barcaldine Ukulele Group
Location: Longreach Library

Time: 9.30am

Croquet

Contact: Jean Williams on 07 4651 2354.
Location: Oak Street, Barcaldine

No experience required and all welcome.
Location: The Willows Centre

Time: 5pm

Tuesday, 21 February

First 5 Forever

Location: Isisford Branch Of ce

Time: 9.30am

Longreach Playgroup

Ages 0-5 yrs. $2.00/visit.

Location: Lioness Park

Time: 8am

Barcaldine Senior Cricket
Location: Barcaldine Showgrounds
Time: 6pm

Saturday, 18 February
Morning Golf, Longreach

For more information email longreachgolf@gmail.conf-amilies with Children 0-5 Years - Join us at the
Blackall Library every Tuesday morning for the First
Five Forever Program.

Location: Blackall Library
Time: 10am
Golden Oldies Morning Tea & Old Time Singalong.

Time: 9 am

Location: Longreach Golf Course

Time: Mornings.

Wool Spinning

Come get artsy.

Location: Longreach Arts and Crafts Centre
Time: Afternoons

Sunday, 19 February

Longreach Community Gardens

Time: 10am
Longreach Brolga Girl Guides Meeting

5 - 17 years old then Girl Guides is for you!
Location: Guides hut, 15 Stilt Street, Longreach.
Time: 5.30 pm.

Longreach Squash

Come along and have a bash.

Location: Longreach Squash Courts

Come lend a hand.

Location: Longreach Youth Centre
Time: 8.30am

Barcaldine Golf

Contact: Michael Hayward.

Social Bowls Time: 5.30 pm

For more information please visit Facebook, Longreagyrcaldine Lawn Tennis
Bowls Club

Location: Longreach Bowls Club 981 776 or email barcaldinetennis@gmail.com.
Time: 1 pm Location: Cnr Willow and Fir St
Barcaldine Golf Time: 6pm
Location: Barcaldine Golf Course, Pine Road

Time: 3pm Every Tuesday and Thursday and the Longreach

Location: Peter Tilse’s Old Time Music & Food Hall, AiBaecaldine Men's Shed

Looking for fun, friendship and adventure? If you are gigiié: 9am

Contact: Tony Walsh on 0410 522 041, Brett Walsh onL

Longreach/llfracombe Tigers (Rugby League Training).ocation: Longreach Youth Centre

Darts at the Wellshot

Warm-up your arms, stretch those muscles and work on
your hand-eye coordination.

Cost: $5

Showgrounds from 6pm. All welcome.
Location: Longreach Showgrounds
Time: 6pm

Thomson River Lions Club Meeting

For more information please contact Bobbie WiIIersdoerSﬂt'on: Welishot Hotel

042758315 Time: 7 pm.

Location: Birdcage Hotel Rotary Club Meeting, Longreach
Rotary is dedicated to causes that build international
relationships, improve lives, and create a better world to

support our peace efforts and end polio forever.
For more information please contact Anna-Marie MOﬁE‘BE’Qﬁon' Birdcage Hotel

0417 112 517 or visit the Longreach Tennis Facebook Page.

Time: 6 pm
Social Tennis Longreach

. ) Time: 7 pm
Location: Longreach Tennis Club h q 23 Feb
Time: 6.15pm ursaay, ebruary
Tai Chi

Alpha Touch Football

. Contact: Jean Williams on 07 4651 2354.
Location: Alpha Showgrounds

. Location: The Willows Centre
Time: 6.30pm

Wednesday, 22 February
Barcaldine Basketball

Time: 9am
Social Craft at the Library

For more information please contact Longreach Library (0O
Contact: Central West Aboriginal Corporation on 07 488%9 0735.
1226.

Location: St Joseph’s Primary School

Location: Longreach Library
Time: 9:30 am

Time: 5.20pm — 8pm Barcaldine Golf

Contact: Michael Hayward.
Contact: David Kerrigan on 0427 009 375.

Location: 103 Ash St

Location: Barcaldine Golf Course, Pine Road
Time: 3pm

Hole-in-One

Barcaldine Cultural Centre Craft Day
Contact: Karen Brown on 07 4651 2324.
Location: 20 Beech Street, Barcaldine
Time: 9.30am

Dance Lessons — Isisford

For more information send an email to longreachgolf@
gmail.com or visit Longreach Golf Club

Location: Longreach Golf Course
Time: 4 pm
Longreach/llfracombe Tigers (Rugby League Training)

sry Tuesday and Thursday and the Longreach
owgrounds from 6pm. All welcome.

Location: Longreach Showgrounds
Time: 6pm
Thomson River Lions Bingo

Come along for a bit of fun, a night out and help support ol
community.

For more information contact Fiona Ludgate on 0422 ZZ
066 or tf.ludgate@bigpond.com.

82%1}on Isisford Community Hall
Time: 3.30pm

Longreach Community Gardens
Come lend a hand

Location: Birdcage Hotel

Time: 4.30pm Time: 6.30 pm

MOVIE

Guy Ritchie accentuates his undying love for
Jason Statham by reenlisting the English actor
for the fifth time in his latest espionage block -
buster.

Hot off the heels of 2019's The Gentlemen
and 2021's Wrath of Man, Ritchie once again
proves why he is one of Hollywood's most pas -
sionate and charismatic filmmakers by de -
livering a fetching, though ultimately flawed,
popcorn movie.

As news of a world-altering doomsday
weapon threatens the balance of war, special
agent Orson Fortune (Jason Statham) recruits
operatives Sarah Fidel (Aubrey Plaza) and JJ
Davies (Bugzy Malone), as well as Hollywood
megastar Danny Francesso (Josh Hartnett), to

Stylish thrill ride: Operation Fortune favours tr

Some may disregard Ritchie’s most recent film due to its inability to “push the envelope”, but
Ruse de guerre will still keep you entertained during its most dull moments. - Hamish Hart

e

Statham and Grant are highlights in Opera -
tion Fortune, capitalising on their history with
the director to add improv dialogue to the mix
which, rightfully, feels natural and off the culff.

Hartnett and Malone deliver coming-out
performances with the young actors being
given time to shine and show off their eccen -
tric and dead-pan humour respectively.

But in the end, the best actor in the movie
was, surprisingly, Aubrey Plaza.

Despite being a fan of the comedian, | as-
sumed her insertion into the film was to drum
up ticket sales, but | cant deny the obvious:
she was phenomenal.

Equal parts classy and equal parts sassy,
Plaza had great chemistry with nearly every -
body, particularly Statham for who he played
off extremely well, never feeling like a thrown-
together pairing and turning seemingly stone-
cold scenes into gut-bursting exchanges.

Ruse de guerre may translate to “Ruse of
War’, but Guy Ritchie isnt deceiving anyone
in his most recent endeavour.

If you're a fan of the director’s backlog, Op -
eration Fortune won't disappoint thanks to its
cast of likeable characters, endless wisecrack,

put a stop to the sale of the nuclear weapon
which has been linked to multi-millionaire
Greg Simmonds (Hugh Grant).

Simplicity is the key to success—a trait Guy
Ritchie has mastered over the years by know-
ing what audiences expect from an espionage
action movie and delivering on their per -
ceived expectations.

Operation Fortune: Ruse de guerre keeps

things simple, but doesnt treat its audi -
ence like children by telling them what's
going to happen, inserting a plethora of in -
nuendos and hilarious quips to further
progress the tale of a movie star and his
espionage associates.

Ritchie uses his trademark writing style to
produce well-written characters made all the

better by the stellar cast.

The great thing about Guy Ritchie is that
he chooses sure-fire talent over name recog-
nition, and while a famous name would've
unquestionably brought in more box of -
fice bucks, it could've potentially damaged
the quality of certain scenes; a consequence
Ritchie looked to and succeeded in avoiding.

and a story that doesnt pretend to be over -
complicated.

Some may disregard Ritchie's most recent
film due to its inability to “push the envelope”,
but Ruse de guerre will still keep you enter -
tained during its most dull moments.

Full reviews available at www.movieswith -
hart.com.
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ainting tells town his

By Michael R Williams

lan Barton with his daughter donated this painting to the Aramac Council Chambers.
Picture: AARON SKINN

A pair of paintings that depict the remarkable
history of Aramac in the '60s have been donat -
ed to the town's council chambers.

Former local lan Barton said the painting
had been made from photos he had taken with
his box brownie during his time in the west -
ern Queensland town by a painter he met in
Biloela.

12590449-JW08-23

“Its exactly what the Aramac tramway
looked like and there were two old houses in
the painting that had people living in them,”
Mr Barton said.

“There were a lot of little kids in each fam -
ily, and the cattle yards in the back of the pic -
ture were used often and the train was full with
sheep and cattle.

“They were heading down south out of
the drought, and the railway couldn't supply

This painting is of a train that would pass
through the town.

sheep wagons.

“The drovers put them in there [the cattle
wagons], | said they would jump out and they
would reply: ‘No they wont, they're too weak'.
That's how it was.”

Mr Barton knew the trains well, taking them
into town three times a week, except for when
it was raining.

“We couldn't take the engine over because
there’s no ballast under the line and you could

. 4

Ll B S LN §

The paintings were made from pictures he took
during his time in the west.

slip off with the engine,” he said.

“But we would use the rail motor and go
over and load it up and bring it back.

“The rail motor carriages would have the
seats taken out and would only be put in once
a year to take the school kids over to a sports
day that was held in Barcaldine.”

Mr Barton kept the paintings for more than
20 years before he donated them.

N COTSWOLD

trraro fast

InOut Furniture

- o~ oo €..- L]

,€€€ b f' - oo T 0o — o

A.%O... °

S S - e ee_0 (o

COTSWOLD

LA

Friday, 17 February, 2023 TODAY 9



LongreachLeader o CentralWestLeader

CELEBRATES

100

YEARS

ES1 - 1932

1923 - 2023

Tennis repor

Plight of the

By J. B. Howutaon, Alixmere, Nelia, Q.N.R.

Many people. including man Graziers, still
continue to say they have confidence in the
price of wool recovering, but, to what level,
they do not say.

Though | would like to be convinced to the
contrary, the argument against it doing so,
which seems to me unanswerable, are as fol-
lows :

ABOVE NORMAL DEMAND.

1. Most people know that before the war the
purchasing power of the world kept wool at a
price ranging say, from (6d. to 14d. per Ib. ac-
cording to conditions, etc. The war created en -
tirely artificial conditions such as B.AW.R.A.,,
and the enormous sums of money which the
fighting nations had to borrow and the war
requirements inflated both the demand and
the price far above any previous or normal
levels, and its effects and the habit of borrow -
ing lasted for about ten years after the war had
finished.

The world spent, or mostly wasted, | be -
lieve, something like £3000,000,000 (I have
read somewhere that Great Britain's share was
£8,000,000.000) on the greatest war in history
much of which went to America, which does

PUGHT OF THE = =

not have to buy much wool, but which did

not even prevent her having a slump; caused,
| feel sure, by overproduction to supply an
above normal demand to most of which was
shot away or went into higher wages which
went into more expensive food and clothes
and amusements, but for which there would

remain few, if any, tangible assets.
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How then can the purchasing power of the
world, which could only give 6d. to 14d. before
the war, be any better able to give more after
it, which Sir Otto Niemeyer forecasted, | think,
when he said recently that

“Australia could expect in the future even
less for her primary products than she was re -
ceiving now.”

PREFERENCE AS PROBATIONERS
MONTHLY MEETING

BARCALDINE HOSPITAL BOARD.

Mr. R. P. Lyons presided over the monthly

meeting of the Barcaldine District Hospitals
Board on 8th inst. There were also present

Loft, W. Arthur, J. H. Campbell, D.J McGrath,
the Medical Officer (Dr., E A Cook), and the
secretary (Mr. C. F Lloyd-Jones).

MR. LOFT WELCOMED

The Chairman extended a welcome to Mr. C
Loft, recently elected Shire Council represen -
tative, and (expressed his pleasure at having
a Council member as Council representative
on the Board Mr. Loft briefly responded.
ABOUT NURSES.

Miss Vera Milligan applied for holidays.

The secretary stated she was entitled to 8
months back holiday pay.

The application was granted, subject to
the approval of the Medical Officer.

Miss Colleen Carriage’s resignation, for
health reasons, was accepted with regret
Miss Hilda Lloyd-Jones applied for position
as probationer, and Miss V. Martin (Glad -
stone) for position as staff nurse.

Both names were placed on the waiting
list.

It was decided that local girls be given
preference as probationers, and a motion
was moved that Miss J. Terris, if available,
be appointed to a vacancy, she having previ-
ously offered her services gratuitously.

An amendment, that Miss Hilda Lloyd-

Messrs. W. McBride, W. F. Ivers, F S. lling, C.

Local Girls had preference at hosg

Local Grls
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Jones, who had been recommended by the
Matron be appointed was moved and car -
ried, Miss Jones receiving the appointment.
Owing to the large number of applicants
on the waiting list, they are to be written
advising that all applications are now can -
celled, and that fresh applications will re -

quire to be made after every six months.

Applicants are also to be advised that
preference will be given to local girls.

The Nurses' Registration Board advised
that Nurse Hasted was successful, in her re-
cent second section examination Dr Cook
stated that all nurses had now got through
their examinations.

The Home Secretary advised the Govern-
ment was taking over the cost of infectious
diseases from Local Authorities.

The chairman stated had this been done
12 months ago, the Council would have been
saved £600.

Reference the Board's application for a
loan of £500, the Home Department asked
if the Shire Council was not able to meet its
precept until June 30th.

The secretary had replied that the Coun -
cil should be able to meet it before then, but
in the meantime, the Board was finding it
difficult to carry on.

PAINTING APPROVED.

I, The Home Secretary advised that the ap-
plication, through Mr Bulcock, M.L.A., for
painting and repairs had, been approved
to the extent of £136, on condition that the
Board should strive to balance its budget £95
was allocated to painting and £40 for minor
repairs.

The chairman pointed out that they had
not been advised since the inspection of the
buildings what repairs need to be done, so
that the painting could not be gone on with
until this was ascertained.

Passes all tests: Airship approved f

WORLD'S LARGEST AIRSHIP

NOW OPERATED

BY THE U.S. NAVY

The giant airship “Akron,” recently built by The
Goodyear Company is now being commis -
sioned as, the United States Navy's new aerial
flagship, now that the trial flights have been
made so satisfactorily.

The new queen of the skies made its first
trial flight with 113 people aboard, the largest
number ever to be taken aloft in a dirigible, at
one time.

The maiden voyage was highly satisfactory
in every. detail.

The ship was aloft for three hours and forty-
five minutes, flying approximately 130 miles.

Mrs. Herbert Hoover radioed congratula -
tions and best wishes from the White House in
Washington and received the first radio mes -

10 TODAY Friday, 17 February, 2023

sage sent from the “Akron” in reply.
ATTRACTS BIG CROWD

To view the first take-off, between 150,000 and
200,000 spectators literally covered every hill -
side and highpoint, near the Goodyear airlock.

Newspaper reporters swarmed around the
airport. photographers went up in airplanes
and in Goodyear’s three “Pony Blimps” to se -
cure aerial pictures of the event.

Radio announcers, from a Vantage point on
the roof of the Goodyear airship hangar, gave a
running “description of activities.

At three o'clock in the afternoon the eight
motors of the “Akron,” capable of developing
4,480 horsepower, were warmed up inside the
dock.

A few minutes later the doors of the mighty
hangar opened, and the “Akron’”, fastened to its
portable mooring mast was walked out on the
field by a ground crew of 250 men.

L- Ppsses AD Tests TR e

L . 1a - iai

=
3 ErE sms SR =l FER—
e v L . S i il il

o oas Ry = S

By Volley

The tennis season in Longreach opened on the
18th of April and on Saturday last, one week
after the opening, there was an attendance of
31 players.

The golf carnival in Winton will take a
good many enthusiasts from, the courts next
weekend, a number of sports patronising with
games.

However, with the knowledge, that several
new players fire joining up, the courts are sure
to be crowded again.

If this support continues then Tennis As -
sociation will, it is almost certain, put down a
fourth court.

The three courts were in first-class condi -
tion on Saturday, No 1, and 3 receiving a good
deal of attention during the week, and No 2
was to be swept during the current week.

Several new players were noticed

on the courts, many being young players
with bright prospects of a tennis career before
them.

The majority are beginners perhaps they
have been playing for some months and tennis
hints, which it is intended to run through these
columns weekly will be of great assistance to
them.

These hints should also make interesting
reading to the majority of the older players of
the club and others.

Al
OVERSEAS DEBTS AND

HOW TO PAY THEW

By C. A. Alison, B.E., and J. .A. L/T GU
A.l.C.A., authors of “Is This Depressig

Sgion has taken place
lately; as to the means whereby Austra-
lia can pay the interest on her external
debts.

The same problem is being seriously
discussed among other nations in regard
to their own international debts, and the
fact is becoming evident that the excess
of exports over imports together with
services will not supply, on present pric -
es, sufficient income to pay the interest,
much less reduce the, principal.

So it would appear, from recent ca -
bles, that a movement is afoot to elimi -
nate these international debts and cause
each country to pay the interest inter -
nally.

In our brochure, “Is This Depression
Necessary?” we show that the export,
trade of the country which receives re -
payment of a debt (and interest there
on) actually suffers.

debt advice
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Death dealing fall

During the war, several battalions of Tyrolean
sharpshooters were wiped completely out—
not by the enemy but by avalanches.

Nothing was ever heard of them.

Last year a glacier, creeping slowly down a

volley, gave up its dead.

From the snow and ice, alpine guides re -
trieved with picks the bodies of 27 soldiers,
who, although dead for many years, were per -
fectly preserved.

A favourite coup of an attacker was to creep
onto a ledge over an out post and start an ava-
lanche which did its deadly work more effec -
tively than any howitzer or bomb.

Grazier’s claims: Depression still i

NEED FOR ACTION REMAINS

CIVIL SERVANTS

A MIGHTY POLITICAL FORCE

It is well that the Australian Wool Growers’
Association, through its Longreach branch,
has decided to keep doggedly before those in
authority certain aspects of the coat for the
greater that seem in danger of being snowed
under with talk about a return to normal
prosperity, the pausing of the depression,

and similar phases that are the current coin
of those who live for the minute and what
the fugitive minute is likely to yield them.

The depression is not passed, the major
problems of world turmoil remain unsolved,
and the World Economic Conference has
definitely broken down.

The bounteous rains that have been re-
corded in many producing areas of the State
have truly pressed into service to support the
theory that the worst is over, that the corner

has been turned, and that commaodity prices
which have moved will continue to advance.

That sort of reason is more able and ficti -
tious than real or reliable.

The United States’ thrust for inflation and
the boosting of buying power has appar -
ently ended in failure the “Brain Trust” and
its plans for writing up national capital have
gone the way of all economic nostrums that
seek to make two and two, produce Ave, or
pour a Quart into a pint pot.

The Orient Line: Exemption for Tass

The Federal Government have decided to re-

issue the exemption permitting the transport

of passengers by overseas vessels between the

capital cities and Hobart as was done last sea-

son from 1st, December next to 31st, May next.
The Orient Line of steamers will bring in a

position to carry passengers between Brisbane

and Hobart between these dates and calling at
Hobart en route.

The “Oronsay” which leaves Brisbane on De -
cember 14th, next will call at Hobart on route
between Sydney and Melbourne and passen-
gers for either Hobart or Melbourne will be ac -
cepted by that vessel, it has also been definitely

decided to send the 20,000 ton liner “Orama’ on
a cruise to Noumea in December next.

The itinerary will be—leave Sydney Decem -
ber 23rd, arrive Noumea December 20th, leave
Noumea December 27th, arrive Brisbane 20th,

(h. C. Wooldridge and Co, Ltd. are agents for
the Orient Line).

By Astrologer

To the ordinary man in the street, the subject

|

ing death or loss).
The fiery planet Mars, in the fiery sign

i . s o Ay o R Leo, is in malefic aspect to Saturn (the planet
of Astrology, or science of the stars, is looked = ,*-=:,'_--_ — ,-'_._1_: of loss), in the airy, gign Aguarius, (reprgsent -
upon and thought of, in the majority of s o —— ing among other things, aviation; and also
cases, as mere, fortune telling-a haphazard e T bt in malefic aspect to the Sun, in the airy sign
guessing at the future; but to those who wish — T e Libra.

1 TR
o nderstan Someting of vemsehes of | EREE RS Thus e have e sun e o) St
the problem of Iigf]e ’itself Astrology becomes = s m urn (denoting falls and accidents) and Mars)
a science far removed fr’om fortune telling or " :_."'":—'-"'.-— e e m— i (d_erfwtlng]j(.flre) n ma'leflc'aspect toleach oth -
idle curiosity. E':E :_-, - AL e er; _rc_>m |§ry_anq alry signs. surely an array
Y e =i === wews woun e = Of Sinister indications.
It isnit my intention to writ ticl e S T s .
Isnt my intention to writé an article on e i e 5 T The fourth house of the map, denoting
Astrology, but rather what Astrology has to e = == o= e S= = == the end, is also ruled by the malefic planet
say in reference to the recent aeroplane di- EEm&s=w== JSISLLIUEITES  Saturn, while the second house, the house of
saster. _ e e e = —— = === finance, is ruled by Mars, which planet, be -
In a map, drawn for the time of the depar - E."‘-‘.‘—?-_"u-f A, T ing also badly afflicted, shows financial loss.
ture of the) plane, the Astral indications of T ez It is also significant that the fast-moving”
this sad calamity are singularly conspicuous. F _'-—.,"."‘;EE 'H‘E moon, should, at the time of the disaster, be
Mercury and Jupiter the planets of travel '.-_-._.,-'_.".':—I‘ ] in the fiery sign Leo, in close malefic aspect
are respectively ruling the third house of the o it "=  to Uranus (the planet of sudden and unex -
map (representing short journeys) and the BT LTS E ums e pected happenings) and also to the cusp of

ninth house of the map (representing long

journeys) and these planets are badly afflict -
ed by the moon (from a fiery sign) and Ura -
nus, the planet of sudden and unexpected
happenings.

Uranus, among other things, also rep -
resents airships and aeroplanes, and at the
time of the accident, was within aspect of the
cusp of the eighth house of the map (denot -

the house of death.

Had a map of the Heavens been drawn
prior to this ill-fated Journey, any Astrologer
would have strongly advised against the un -
dertaking of same.

1935 Show: A shame about the dog

SHEEP DOG TRIALS Sydney) re matters affecting the sheep dog 1905 Shoer mﬁ-_r___—_-.—-I
SOUTHERN JUDGE trials, and had been advised that the society T - P
hould endeavour to get Mr. John Quinn to act e

ENQUIRIES TO BE MADE sho . 9 T T e .
At a meeting of the. Longreach P. and Society as judge of the trials. ————— T e
on Saturday a letter was received from Mr. E;_Mr. Quinn was reputed to be the greatest e B & e U T e St
H. Watta (Evesham) stating that he had heard ~1udge of dogs in the world; and had been judg - E=Srem Sb iy o o= = o
several complaints regarding the running of 'Y at Sydney, Melbourne, and Adelaide for — ZRP== ST == ‘E-..T-..:":—:'-‘.}_-;"':.-E
sheep dogs trials at the show this year, particu- 1€ Past 25 or 30 years. He had communicat-  S2=Zf=s = = Spmasmeme =
larly from spectators. who could not see the €9 With Mr. Quinn, who stated that he would e e, e (S e i e
y P ! come to Longreach, if he were, judging in Bris - e e il e s s

trials, especially when there were other ring
events being decided at the same time.

The chairman (Mr. R. H. Edkins) stated
that they had decided to add an extra day to

bane. Mr. Elliott also stated that he had been in
communication with the secretary of the Bris -
bane R.A.S., who stated that that association
had been invited to become members of the
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the 1935 show, and th’at the committee would Sheepdogs Association, formed in Roma, but :':'E..;mﬁ:_'_ﬁ
take, note of Mr. Watts’ letter. had not done so. Mr. Elliott thought it a good e
. . gty e e -

The matter would be placed before the sub-  idea to get an outside Judge. el L]
committee handling the trials. Expense was the guiding factor, said the SR e e
JUDGE FOR TRIALS chairman. i e S e —
o —r [

Mr. C. J. Elliott (manager of the section) It was left to Mr. Elliott to make enquiries re

L e
stated that he had had correspondence with  the expense of getting Mr. Quinn to attend the S e =
Colonel Somerville (secretary of the R.A.S., Longreach Show as Judge of the trials. e
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Do The Stars Fortell? Historic horoscepes
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Favoured

LOCAL AUTHORITIES’ ASSN.

WESTERN SHIRES

THEIR OPINIONS SOUGHT

At the initial conference of District Im -

eld at Longreach in
njvas

malle that a Western Queensland Lo-
cal Authorities’ Association be formed.

Further consideration was given the
suggestion at the second conference of
D.l. Boards held at Longreach on August
25th.

Cr. H. G. Behan (lIsisford) stated that
he thought the formation of such an as -
sociation

may strengthen the position of the lo -
cal “authorities in the west; such an as -
sociation could affiliate with the Local
Authorities

Association in Brisbane Cr. C. E
Lloyd-Jones (Barcaldine) said that, al-
though at the first conference, he was
favourably disposed, he did not now fa -
vour the proposal.

Cr. R. O. Moore (Isisford) said he con-
sidered it would be a good idea.

He thought there was plenty of scope
for such an association.

Cr. A. A. Moffat (Longreach) did not
favour the movement until he knew
what its functions would be.

Cr. T. L. Armstrong (Longreach) con-
sidered it would be a good idea to form
such an association.

Mr. C. T. Keegan (Aramac) stated that
theras was g Local Authorities’ Associa-

a; he knew that it had
brarrrf i gor some time.

Cr. P C. Mayne (Aramac} said that
these D.I. Board conferences which were
being held really had no standing; if a
Western Queensland Local Authorities*
Association was formed it would then be
on a solid basis and have some standing.

It was decided to write the Longreach,
lIfracombe, Isisford, Jericho Barcaldine,
Winton, Barcoo, Aramac, Flinders, Wy -
angarie, Blackall and Tambo Shire Coun -
cils asking if they favoured the formation
of a Western Queensland Local Authori -
ties’ Association to affiliate with the Lo -
cal Authorities Association, Brisbane

They are also to be Informed that by
the formation of such an association, the
conferences between the shire councils
would be a constituted body with pow -
ers to act in the interest of those inter -
ested and also be in a position to voice
the needs of those engaged in the graz
ing industry and those dependent upon
it as separate from the coastal interests.
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IN BRIEF

AGM for RSL

Returned and Services League of Australia
(Queensland Branch) Longreach Sub-Branch
Inc.

Annual General Meeting
» Sunday, 12 March 2023 at 3pm

« To be held Longreach Memorial Services
Club.

« All board positions open.

» Nominations must be received by the Secre -
tary by no later than 23 February 2023.

» Contact Secretary at Secretary@longreach.
rslgld.net.au or 0438 535 850.

» Joshua Adams; Longreach RSL Sub-Branch.

To Dani

By Daniel Prosser

To my dearest Dani,

So much has changed for us in the
past year, and I'm so excited for the year
to come.

| cant wait to experience Hamilton,
Dick, and Angel and everyday life with
you in the year to come.

Love from Dan (and Grimbler).

CO M M U N |TY H U B_eaderToday.com.au

Tinder sparks award

By Michael R Williams

For supporting Rotary’s firewood initiative,
Shell owner Mark Kinsey has accepted the Paul
Harris Fellow award at a meeting at the Bird -
cage Hotel.

The initiative involves Rotary recycling
gidgee posts donated by graziers who are re-
placing are rebuilding fences; they are then
chopped into firewood and sold at Shell.

All of the funding goes towards Rotary which
supports community and community events.

“I very much appreciate this award, | wasn't
expecting it at all,” Mr Kinsey said.

“I think we learned over the years that help -
ing rotary was only too easy to do.

“I had been a formal member of rotary over
the years, and I've only been too happy to sell
the firewood for you.

“I'm sure this will be a deal that will con -

tinue for many years to come.”

Rotary President Ed Warren said Mr Kinsey
had shown deep dedication to the organisa -
tion he once was also the president of.

“Mark was a member from ‘92 and not long
after that he became President and in the early
2010s he ceased to be an active member,” Mr
Warren said.

“What we do is we recycle old gidgee fence
posts from the graziers who are rebuilding
fences and then we cut them into firewood
and put them into 12kg bags and distribute
them through Shell [gas station].

“And all that money raised goes to commu -
nity events or to help community in anyway
we can.

“It's one of the best fundraisers we have
with us raising $50,000 last year.

“l think Mark typifies the support we have
in the community.”

Longreach Rotary President Ed Warren with
Mark Kinsey receiving his award.

Karen Mitchell said: we got to look after the elderly people in the
outback. Also, we need live service for things like personal loans.

===

circumstances.

Don’t tough it out’

T —

Banks are here to help those hit by floods.

They have hardship teams ready to advise you and assist
you with your financial arrangements, depending on your

This assistance could include deferred loan payments, waiving

fees and charges, assisting with debt consolidation, and finance
to help cover cash flow shortages.

If you’re experiencing hardship, you can find more
information and the contact details for the help team at
your bank at www.ausbanking.org.au/doingittough
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Do you have an event coming uf

We want to know!
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10 Bold, Sunday, 5.30pm

SBS Food, Monday, 7pm
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BACK TO SCHOOL

BAD BEHAVIOUR
Streaming from
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HELLO TOMORROW!
Streaming from Friday, Apple TV+
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TRIXIE MOTEL
Streaming from Friday, Foxtel On Demand
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CARNIVAL ROW
Streaming from Friday,
Prime Video

ROMANTIC GETAWAY
Streaming, Binge
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PERFECT MATCH
Streaming, Net ix
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Order now on aussietoysonline.com.au

20 TODAY Friday, 17 February, 2023



Out and About

LeaderToday.com.auOUT AND ABOUT

The DiBellas enjoying a family dinner on
Valentine’s Day.

Local teachers enjoying a Palentine’s Day.
Serrin and Colin Carter: “Lovely meal with
a lovely wife”.

Daniel Saunders and Georgia Austin: “I
love my [REDACTED]".

Gary Cheng and Samantha Campbell hope
everyone had a lovely Valentine's Day.

“Not here for Valentine's Day.” John Rolfe,
Gerry Roberts, Andrew Drysdale, Robert
Mellor and Deluwar Akubar.

Riley and Izzy Coppo: “The only thing | love
more than Riley is a good feed”.

Suzie and Ross Clarke: “It's nice being out
with my number one girl".
Sue and Alan Smith: “My wife’s beautiful

smile is the window to the eternal love of
our souls”.
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Jobs safe In sale

By Tahlia Facer, Bundaberg Today

One of Bundy’s most iconic family-run busi -
nesses, Macadamias Australia, has been pur-
chased by Canadian investment group PSP for
more than $100 million.

It has been reported that PSP, through its
local agribusinesses venture Stahmann Web-
ster, has acquired most of the family’s assets
including 1000 hectares of planted orchards
and vacant land.

Macadamias Australia said all employees
would be offered roles in the combined busi -
ness or the operations to be retained by the
Steinhardt family, and it was intended that all
contracts with growers would roll over as part
of the transition.

The family will retain ownership of a num -
ber of business units within the group, with
Trevor Steinhardt owning and operating the
Happy Nut (cut nut) business.

Kevin Steinhardt will remain in the busi -
ness as a consultant to the farming operations
as well as continue to own his own macadamia
orchards.

Janelle Gerry will also remain as a consul-
tant and, together with her husband Andrew,
will own and operate the value-adding facility
providing Macadamias Australia branded re -
tail products, the associated tourism business
and cafe, an orchard, and the Farmfresh Fine
Foods vegetable processing facility.

Speaking on behalf of the Steinhardt family,
Macadamias Australia director Janelle Gerry

Goomeri Pumpkin Fest canned ac

By Euan Morrisson, South Burnett Today

The Goomeri Pumpkin Festival is cancelled for
the second year in a row this year.

The announcement was made on Austra -
lia Day, 26 January via the festival's Facebook
page.

The post also stated the festival would be
back next year.

“We are excited to announce that a new
committee has formed to bring the Goomeri
Pumpkin Festival back on Sunday, May 26th
2024, it stated.

This comes after the coordinator of the fes -
tival - a volunteer position - David MaWhinney
stepped down from the role late last year.

A post relaying the news and the date of a
special general meeting to elect a new coor-
dinator was made on the Festival's Facebook
page on 15 December 2022.

Mr MaWhinney was quoted on the post as
saying,

“An opportunity for my family and | to trav -
el around next year has arisen so we are look-
ing for someone to take on my role as coordi -
nator and to join our great team to make sure
we have a successful festival,” he stated.

The special general meeting went ahead 27
days later on 11 January, but was adjourned
until 18 January to give those who expressed
interest in the role the opportunity to gather
more information on what was involved.

Mortimer Duff emerged from the meeting
as the new coordinator.

Speaking to Burnett Today, Mr Duff said the
festival was cancelled for 2023 because they
wanted more time to do the job right.

“The festival has had a rough few years...
we have a brand new committee and we want
to get the festival back on track,” Mr Duff said.

“When we bring it back, we want to do it
right.”

The festival faced its first hurdle in 2020
with the covid pandemic which caused the
cancellation of the festival in 2020.

The committee shared their struggles with
followers on the festival's Facebook page.

“Years of flooding and health pandemics
have strengthened the resolve of our passion-
ate, local volunteers, and we are committed to
reviving and restoring the Festival to its former
glory,” they stated.

The festival went ahead in 2021, but due to
flood damage in January 2022, the festival did
not go ahead that year either.

One area of particular damage was a large
hole in Maudsley Street that prevented the
street from being used as the only possible de-
tour around the festival.
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Bundaberg MP Tom Smith, Janelle Gerry,
director of Macadamias Australia, Tourism and
Sport Minister Stirling Hinchliffe and Katherine
Reid of Bundaberg Tourism.

The Financial Review reported that the
network of farms acquired by PSP, the biggest
offshore investor in Australian agriculture, are
planted with more than 200,000 macadamia
trees that produce about 2000 tonnes of nut-
in-shell each year.

“It extends PSP’s investment in Australian
walnuts, almonds and pecans to more than
$1 billion, after the firm acquired former ASX-
listed irrigated farming and water business,
Webster Limited, for $854 million in 2019, the
article read.

“Out of this deal came Stahmann Farms,
which is focused on the nut sector.

“The acquisition of Macadamias Austra -
lia by the Public Sector Pension Investment
Board, one of Canadas largest pension in-

Picture: SOLANA PHOTOGRAPHY/estment managers, is the latest big money

said the business had been on an accelerated
journey over the past three to five years to
build on the family’s vision to be a truly verti -
cally integrated business.

“We are very positive about the future of
the industry and the known health benefits of
macadamias and other tree nuts, which is why
we want to stay closely involved and have re-
tained a number of business units,” Ms Gerry
said.

“We have invested heavily in growing the
value-add and tourism aspect of the business
and are passionate about the industry and tell -
ing the story of macadamias, and that will be
continued by the family.”

corporate play in Australia's fast-expanding
macadamia industry, which has the potential
to deliver super profits to investors in the com -
ing years.

“Last month, global agricultural inves -
tor Nuveen Natural Capital acquired one of
the country’'s largest macadamia orchards,
106,000 trees planted across 344 hectares at
Calavos near Bundaberg, for more than $70
million from the Manera family’s Macadamia
Enterprises.

“Joining PSP and Nuveen is ASX-listed Rural
Funds Group, which planted 1000ha of green -
field macadamia orchards in Queensland last
year, after acquiring 5409ha of Maryborough
sugarcane farms from MSF Sugar in 2020.“

Cr Hilary Smerdon, Deb Frecklington MR and Gympie Regional Council Mayor Glen Hartwig line up

for the famous pumpkin roll the 2021 Goomeri Pumpkin Festival.

It was recently the one-year anniversary
of the hole which can be read about on page
three of the 19 January edition of Burnett To -
day.

Gympie Regional Council Division six and
Goomeri representative, Hilary Smerdon said
he had pledged the pothole would be repaired
in time for the festival this year.

“We guaranteed the committee we would
make sure they could use that street,” Cr Smer-
don said.

Cr Smerdon said the festival was not going
ahead due to the troubles finding and keeping
a committee for the festival.

“The pumpkin festival- like many others,
has got to have community support and peo -
ple to run the festival.”

Organisational difficulties were not new to
the festival.

After the success of the festival in 2021,
a desperate plea to save the festival was
launched after the committee could not find
replacements for months after the annual gen -
eral meeting.

Picture: NEESHA SINNYA

Cr Smerdon said he hopes the festival will
eventually go ahead.

“I'd be very upset to see it not go ahead at
all, the last thing you want to see is it not hap -
pen again.”

The current festival coordinator, Mortimer
Duff said it would be reasonable to expect the
festival to go ahead in 2024.

“It will be [going ahead], no questions
asked.”

Mr Duff said it was hard disappointing peo -
ple who desperately wanted the festival to go
ahead, and that people should get involved to
make sure it goes ahead.

“If people want it to go ahead, the best way
to guarantee that is to get involved,” he said.

“The biggest support we can have is volun -
teers, that's what makes things like the festival
possible.”

Anyone interested in volunteering with
the 2024 Goomeri Pumpkin Festival can con -
tact the committee by emailing secretary@
goomeripumpkinfestival.com.au or calling
0484 629 424

Jain

Blue bloom
of hope gav
Mel a clue

By Amelia Willmer, Warwick Today

A cluster of blue irises was the only clue
to the last resting place of a pioneering
family’s little daughter who died in the
1850s.

Mel Ivey now of Warwick but formely
of Upper Freestone, was intrigued by the
flowers blooming so seemingly random -
ly in the Upper Freestone Cemetery.

“Could this be an unmarked grave?”
she wondered.

Her hunch was correct. Her research
revealed this was the burial place of
11-year-old Ellen Evelyn Bourke who
had died of measles.

Mel's son-in-law bill McLennan built
a cross for little Ellen's grave which is
one of 20 in the small historic cemetery
in McMasters Road.

The cemetery, which sits in a small
patch bounded by farmland owned by
Norm and Pat Coy, is now closed to fur-
ther internments and is being managed
by the Southern Downs Regional Coun -
cil.

A plaque commemorates the pio -
neering people who are buried there.

It was recently installed following

ion, comprising 70 people

1‘ ryfbranch of the local fami -

lies, who came from all over south east

Queensland to honour and acknowledge
their great, great grandparents.

Prior to the council taking over the
mowing and maintenance at the cem -
etery, local had for generations families
held regular working bees to keep it tidy
and safe.

Mel, now 87, recalls helping her fa-
ther and uncles from the O’'Dempsey
clan with mowing and weeding, always
on the lookout for snakes and always
with a sorrowful heart.

“It always made me cry,” Mel said.
“Because my mother's grave is there.
She died of septicaemia when | was only
two.

‘It was also very sad to tend the
graves of the young children. One was
killed by a horse, another by peritonitis
and another from tetanus.”

People are welcome to visit the cem-
etery.

“It has beautiful views over gorgeous
country looking out on the back road of
Upper Freestone where the Paynes and
the Mauch families have farmlands,”
said Mel.

The Plaque will help to inform visi -
tors and will also act as an official record.

Puzzled by the blue iris: Mel lvey's
research solved the mystery.
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Remote Australians
leading shorter lives

By Stephanie Gardiner in Orange, AAP

People in remote NSW have far shorter lives
than city-dwellers and are much more likely to
die from preventable illnesses or suicide.

The Australia Institute has revealed the
alarming life expectancy divide between the
city and the bush in a report called The Un -
lucky Country, the first in a research series to
examine the national disparity.

Those who live in far-west NSW have a life
expectancy of 79, compared to 84 for people
living in Sydney.

The gap has widened dramatically since
1999, when outback residents were living lon -
ger than those in the city, the report said.

There are similar disparities in Queensland,
South Australia and Western Australia. The
most pronounced gap is in the Northern Ter -
ritory, where those who live in Darwin are ex -
pected to live until they're 81 compared to 74
for people in the outback.

The think tank said the figures made a com -
pelling case for significant investment in rural
healthcare and should set “alarm bells ring -
ing”

“The gap between city and country is al -
ready unacceptable and it is getting worse,”
the report said.

“In 2023, there is no excuse for the bush be-
ing considered out of sight, out of mind.

“While there will be no silver bullet to ad -
dress the situation, the first step to addressing
a problem is admitting there is one.”

The analysis found people in far-western
NSW are twice as likely to die prematurely as
those in Sydney, and two and a half times more

People in Australian cities live far longer, on average, than those in outback regions.

likely to suffer a potentially avoidable death
from conditions like chronic illnesses.

While national suicide rates are steady, peo -
ple in remote NSW are twice as likely to die by
suicide and the rate is rising, the report found.

The leading causes of death are similar in
the city and in far-west NSW, including heart
disease, diabetes, lung cancer and dementia,
but suicide ranks in the top 10 in the bush.

“The similarity in causes of death suggests
that the factors driving lower life expectancy in
the far west are not due to different physical
conditions or different lifestyles, but to how

causes of death are prevented and managed,”
the researchers said.

The findings echo the recent Best for the
Bush report by the Royal Flying Doctor Service,
which found 44,000 remote Australians do not
have a primary health service within an hour’s
drive.

The service predicts that by 2028 there will
be less than a fifth of the number of GPs in re-
mote areas compared to the cities and only a
third of the number of psychologists.

Lifeline 13 11 14

beyondblue 1300 22 4636

Confidence plummets as cash rate

By Poppy Johnston and Tess Ikonomou
in Canberra, AAP

Consumer confidence has sunk to its lowest
level since the early days of the pandemic after
the latest interest rate hike.

The weekly index assembled by ANZ and
Roy Morgan plummeted 5.5 points last week
to 78.1, its lowest level since early April 2020.

The sharp drop in consumer sentiment fol -
lows a 3.2 point dip the week before.

The Reserve Bank’s February cash rate hike
of 25 basis points weighed on survey respon-
dents, with the “current economic conditions”
gauge plunging 9.3 points.

“Time to buy a major household item”
tanked by 11 points, and “current financial
conditions” and “future financial conditions”
also tumbled.

ANZ senior economist Adelaide Timbrell
said this was the sharpest weekly drop in con -
fidence since the RBA kicked its rate hikes up a
gear to 50 basis points in June 2022.

“The average confidence among people
paying off their mortgages fell sharper than
other housing cohorts last week, by 10 points,
to its lowest since early April 2020.”

Households are bracing for higher mort -
gage repayments off the back of the Reserve
Bank’s latest cash rate hike, the ninth increase
since May.

The central bank also flagged at least two
more increases to bring down soaring infla -
tion.

Assistant Treasurer Stephen Jones said
there were particular concerns for the 800,000
mortgage holders on fixed rates who were yet
to feel the full brunt of rising rates.

“We're hoping that we dont see further in -
terest rate increases,” he told ABC TV on Tues
day.

“The Australian government will do its bit
to ensure that we are bringing down the pres -
sure on inflation, which is why we hope the Re -
serve Bank board ... arent lifting interest rates
any further than they absolutely need to be to
tame the inflation dragon.”

Opposition frontbencher Simon Birming -
ham said the assistant treasurer needed to
stop undermining the messaging of the RBA.

Consumer confidence has sunk to its lowest level since the early days of the pandemic after the

latest interest rate hike.

“Treasurer Jim Chalmers and Prime Min -
ister Anthony Albanese need to pull Stephen
Jones into line, or push him out of the min -
istry if he's going to continue to speak out of
turn and undermine the independent Reserve
Bank,” he told Sky News.

But Senator Birmingham also said he would
prefer interest rates went no higher.

‘And that's why we would rather see a gov -
ernment not attack the Reserve Bank, but
make the Reserve Bank’s job easier by ensur
ing that fiscal policy is working in tandem with
monetary policy.”

Several MPs, including Labor backbench -
ers, have questioned the future of RBA gover-

nor Philip Lowe for his predictions that interest
rates would remain steady before the central
bank embarked on a series of quick-fire rises.

Asked if he believed Dr Lowe was doing a
good job, Mr Jones declined to weigh in, saying
he had a “very tough job".

“I dont think it helps if the treasurer ... or
any of the other senior ministers of govern -
ment are taking potshots at the Reserve Bank
or providing assessments of their perfor -
mance,” he said.

Treasurer Jim Chalmers will make a call on
Dr Lowe's ongoing leadership in the middle
of the year after an independent review of the
central bank is handed down next month.

Complaint
hearing
continues

By Farid Farid in Sydney

Brain surgeon Charlie Teo's reputation
will come under scrutiny on a second
day of disciplinary hearings after allega -
tions he operated without medical over -
sight.

The high-profile surgeon was re -
strained by the NSW Medical Council
in August 2021 from operating without
the approval of another doctor, after an
investigation by the state’s Health Care
Complaints Commission.

A five-day hearing continues on Tues -
day after one of the opening witnesses
held back tears while recounting the de -
terioration of her mothers health, and
eventually her death, after surgery by the
Sydney neurosurgeon in 2019.

The Melbourne witness’s mother de -
veloped paralysis and became wheel-
chair bound.

She said that despite reservations
about the surgery, her mother decided to
proceed because Dr Teo convinced her
that successful surgery on her tumour
would provide “extra time to come home
and spend time with her family and her
grandchildren”.

“Nobody wanted to operate on
mum’s tumour because it was too risky,”
she said.

Dr Teo is famous for performing
neurosurgery on cancer patients with
tumours other doctors have deemed
“inoperable’, but has been accused of
charging exorbitant fees and offering
some patients false hope.

. e has been banned from operating

econd doctor is satisfied his

i §e aware of the risks and are fi-
nanclally’informed about their decision.

Monday’s witness said Dr Teo was
abrasive in his manner after the surgery,
directing a nurse to “put her (the wit -
ness's mother) in a bloody chair and tie
the chair with sheets if you have to".

The witness recounted a conversa-
tion in which she claims Dr Teo said:
“I've got all the hope in the world ... just
give her some time”.

She asserted the neurosurgeon had
given the family “false hope”

Dr Teo has consistently denied any
wrongdoing.

Dozens of his supporters clapped and
hollered encouragement as he arrived at
Monday’s hearing.

“I'm really sorry to all those patients
suffering from brain cancer and brain
tumours,” he told reporters.

Neurosurgeon Charlie Teo faces a
week of hearings at the Health Care
Complaints Commission.
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G ard e n i n g Neil Fisher

Melaleuca Snowstorm.

Hakea purpurea.

Vitex trifolia purpurea.

Callistemon sp Injune.

Powerline-smart planting

A problem that occurs all across Queensland is
that many people plant the wrong-sized trees
under powerlines.

Then at the same time, there is nothing
worse than seeing a large growing tree heavily
pruned each year.

The other thing to remember is it cost us
all a lot of money to have trees like these ones
pruned each year.

| received an e-mail from Caroline of Long -
reach this week asking if | could suggest a suit-
able small tree for planting on the footpath
and under powerlines.

If you are planning to plant near powerlines
always make sure you choose a low-growing,
powerline-friendly plant species.

Ergon Energy has been very proactive in
Regional Queensland producing a Plant Smart
guide that can be downloaded from their web -
site.

There are many suitable plant species on
their Local Government specific Plant List
the most important is you keep to plant with
a maximum height of 4m. Remember the
heights of plants may vary due to soil types.

The following is a list of plants that should
pose no problems for planting under power -
lines in the Central West.

Brachychiton bidwillii is a Miniature Kurra -
jong that grows very well in local gardens and
can reach a height of around 3m.

During spring bunches of large bell-shaped
pink flowers, clustered around the branches
will make this plant a feature in most gardens.

Brachychiton bidwillii will become almost
deciduous when flowering and is tolerant to
frost and drought.

Callistemon chisholmii or Budgeroo is re -
garded as one of the most drought tolerant
Bottlebrushes.

This hardy shrub forms a slender sparse
habit that will grow between 2-4m. *

8cm long golden-tipped red flowers appear
from May to October.

It has leathery, dark green lance-shaped
leaves making this plant resilient to frost and
wind.

Callistemon chisholmii can be found grow -
ing naturally on creek banks in the sand -
stone country in Central and North Western
Queensland.

Callistemon sp Injune is a semi-weeping
shrub with silvery-grey foliage and profusions
of pink flowers that fade to white.

This bottlebrush will grow to around 3m
high and will tolerate quite dry conditions.

It responds to annual fertilising after flow -
ering.

Although the plant can be pruned, this
can have the effect of destroying the weeping
habit.

Eremophila polyclada or Weeping Emu
Bush is a tall ornamental cascading shrub with
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Brachychiton bidwillii

narrow leaves growing up to 4m high.

Profuse white Fuschia-like flowers with
green or brownish spots will cover the plant
from early spring to late summer.

Grows best in a sunny open position in will
tolerate most soil types.

This plant is frost and drought-tolerant and
responds well to pruning.

Hakea purpurea is a dense shrub growing to
2m high, and up to 2m wide.

With its needle-shaped leaves, even when
without flowers, it can be a very ornamental
feature of the garden.

Once this shrub starts flowering, usually
from late June to October, it would one of the
most spectacular native shrubs growing in a
winter garden.

Each individual spider-type flower is ap -
proximately 2.5cm long, generally in clusters
of several hundred at a time, almost engulfing
the plant in flower.

Melaleuca Snowstorm is a very dense me-
dium to tall shrub with fine light green leaves
and soft pink new growth.

Masses of lacy white flowers cover the whole
shrub, like snow, after rain or during spring.

It can grow 2 - 3.5m high x 1.5m wide and is
hardy and fast-growing.

It requires a sunny position that is well
mulched and tolerate to frost and drought.

Eremophila polyclada.

Plumeria pudica or the Hammer Leaf Fran -
gipani or Bridal Bouquet is a fast-growing ev -
ergreen Frangipani.

This Frangipani produces an abundance of
brilliant white flowers with a little yellow in the
throat.

The elongated leaves are unlike most other
Frangipani with a hammer shape, thus the
common name, Hammerhead Frangipani.

It can grow up to 4m tall or is able to be
pruned and shaped into a bushy shrub.

Vitex trifolia purpurea is a stunning large

shrub that produces eye-catching purple foli -
age.

The flowers are borne on small spikes and
are a soft baby blue in colour.

The shrub itself will grow to around 3m
high and almost as wide and will form a great
windbreak for other slower-growing shrubs.

A visit to your local Nursery or Hardware
should have these shrubs plus a number of
other suitable shrubs for planting under pow -
erlines.



Wool market spike

By Australian Wool Network

After a steady start to the 2023 calendar year
the Australian wool market has spiked upward
this week, pushing the AWEX-Eastern Market
Indicator past the 1400-cent mark; its highest
level since the first week of this season (July).

The firming nature of last week enticed
more sellers to an already busy time on the
selling programme, pushing the national of -
fering to just over 49,000 bales; the fourth
largest for the season and almost 11,000 bales
more than the previous sale.

This large offering came under intense buy -
ing pressure from the opening lots on the first
selling day in the Eastern centres when the

market continued to strengthen, all the way to
the closing lot in the West.

By the end of the day, the rise in prices was
reflected in the individual Micron Price Guides
(MPGs) which for merino fleece had risen
by between 26 and 97 cents. These increases
combined with overall rises in the other sec -
tors pushed the AWEX Eastern Market Indica -
tor (EMI) up by 44 cents for the day.

This was the largest daily increase in the
EMI since October 2021.

It was a mixed market on Wednesday with
both losses and gains recorded.

Melbourne attracted the most interest with
gains of 20 cents in the finer micron ranges. *

The crossbred sector had a strong day with
gains of around 10 cents being common.

The final day of selling saw only Melbourne
in operation and the market struggled for mo -
mentum on the back of a firmer Australian
dollar.

Merino types were 5 cents cheaper whilst
Crossbreds firmed 5 cents.

21-microns recorded some of the largest
gains this week and are now at their highest
level in 3 years.

Sellers appear to be encouraged by the ris-
ing market with almost 59,000 bales forecast
for next week which will be the biggest sale
since March 2020.

‘Good times’ to continue for Aus ag

By Rabobank

2023 is shaping up as another strong year for
Australia’s agricultural sector, although a re -
peat of last year's “exceptional” performance
is unlikely, Rabobank says in a newly released
industry outlook.

In its flagship Australia Agribusiness Out -
look 2023, titled ‘Continuing on a successful
path’, the agribusiness banking specialist says
a stand-out 2022 — with high, often record,
commodity prices and good to partly-record
production volumes — has put the nation's
farm sector in a healthy position for the year
ahead, allowing for “record high farm incomes
across the country, well above the already very
good 2021 results”

But it cautions against expectations of a
repeat of last year's stellar conditions in the
agricultural sector, which were overall “excep -
tional”, despite the impacts of severe flooding
in some regions.

“Beef, dairy, grain, oilseeds and canola pric -
es all hit excellent and often record levels in
Australia at a time when our farmers produced
good to excellent volumes,” the report said.

“This was a fantastic combination which
allowed Australian farmers to cash in because
these factors far outpaced the significantly-el -
evated cost of fertilisers, energy, interest rates
and farmland.

“2023 will bring many opportunities, (but)
those with overly-inflated expectations of a
repeat of 2022 might be disappointed as the
world heads into recession.”

Agricultural commodity prices — last year
driven to record levels as a result of the war in
Ukraine, supply chain issues related to Covid
and labour shortages as well as global market
tightness and volatile input prices — are fore -
cast to track at less elevated levels through
2023, albeit “well above the five-year average”,
according to Rabobank.

Report lead author, RaboResearch general
manager Australia and New Zealand Stefan Vo-
gel said prices for grains and oilseeds and beef
had moved notably below highs seen last year,
and 2023 was likely to “deliver good, but not
record, prices in an environment of elevated
costs and global recession”.

The Rabobank Rural Commodity Price In -
dex — which tracks local prices of key commod -
ities in Australian-dollar terms — is forecast to
continue to ease from record highs reached in
Q2 2022 over the course of this year, albeit to
still track above the five-year average with a
chance of rising again in late 2023.

Production and returns

The 2023 production outlook for Australian
agriculture is once again positive, the report
says, although it is not yet clear if it will reach
the heady highs of 2022.

“Favourable weather conditions in 2022 —
with much of the east coast having received
plentiful rainfall, even too much in some cases
— have provided good soil moisture levels and
also filled supplies for irrigation,” Mr Vogel
said.

“And while the rainfall outlook for 2023 isn't
as high, this should also mean fewer weather
disruptions for the sector.

“This sets the scene for another positive
year of farm production in 2023, however, a re -
peat of 2022’s abundant grain and fodder pro -
duction is not — at least yet — expected.”

As such, Australian farm returns are expect-
ed to be good in the year ahead, but some way

Stefan Vogel

“off from last year’s record”, the report says.
Farm inputs

Cost pressures will continue to weigh on the
farm sector, with costs forecast to remain
above historic averages, albeit with global fer -
tiliser prices now down 40 to 50 per cent from
their peak.

‘Although locally fertiliser prices have not
fully replicated this extent of decline,” Mr Vo -
gel noted.

“A return to the highs seen in fertiliser pric -
es last year is unlikely,” he said, “but besides
supply and demand, gas and grain prices need
to be watched carefully to determine the ulti -
mate direction of fertiliser prices.”

Freight rates for both dry containers and
bulk have fallen “massively” back to normal
levels as recession fears weigh on the trade
outlook, Mr Vogel said. “However, our meat
and fruit exports in Australia rely on refriger -
ated containers and their rates still remain
very high, although there are signs they too are
easing,” he said.

Freight reliability, though, is still below nor -
mal.

‘Ag businesses need to continue to plan
early and remain flexible in 2023 as we will still
see delays in delivery of machinery and other
farm inputs,” Mr Vogel said.

Labour shortages will persist, he said, “but,
as with supply chain disruptions, the indus -
try has learned to live with and work through
them.”

Interest rate rises are likely to have some
further way to go in the first half of 2023, Ra-
bobank forecasts, with “serious cuts” not to be
expected until 2024.

“The Australian dollar is expected to remain
around current levels with a slight strengthen -
ing later in the year, which will still support our
exports,”

Mr Vogel said, “but makes our imports a
little less expensive compared with the second
half of 2022.”

Global factors
A number of global factors are also working in
favour of an optimistic outlook for Australia’s

ag sector, Mr Vogel said.

These include the slow pace of recovery in
global commodity supplies, with shortages in
grain and still-slow supply recovery in world
beef and dairy production.

“We dont see right now that 2023 will sud -
denly be filled with a lot of product in these
commodity sectors, but rather a gradual re -
covery.

That's good news for Australian farmers,
although it doesnt bring us back to the all-
time price highs we had last year driven by the
Ukraine war,” he said.

China’s surprise U-turn on its zero-Covid
policy should also open up its economy and
potentially increase consumer demand in this
important market, Mr Vogel said, although the
short-term economic and trade impacts re -
main uncertain.

Geopolitical risks also remain, he said, in -
cluding with China, and Australia will need to
continue to work on diversification of export
markets.

Global recessionary pressures also hang
over the local Australian agricultural sector,
the Rabobank outlook says.

“Australia is likely to avoid a recession, but
inflation remains a concern locally and glob -
ally.

Heightened interest rates are tightening the
belts of consumers,” it says.

And this will impact both consumer de -
mand and trade.

“The impact on consumption is being felt
differently in different product categories as
consumers trade down on quality and price.

Dairy and animal protein will have to navi -
gate this, while the price decline in grains will
offset any volume reduction risk,” Mr Vogel
said.

Commodities
For specific commodity sectors, Rabobank’s
2023 Agribusiness Outlook finds:

Wheat & barley — a continuation of histori -
cally-low global stocks. Locally, the 2023 pric -
ing trajectory will be divided between the west
and east coast, with WA to see greater supply.

Canola — the world enters 2023 with consid -
erably more canola than last year, globally and
locally.

Beef — Australian production is on the rise,
as an increased cattle inventory becomes
more productive.

Consumer markets will
slower economic conditions.

Sheepmeat — 2023 to see Australian lamb
production push further into record territory.

Wool — price outlook positive for 2023, driv -
en by an increase in fine-micron values.

Dairy — dairy farm margins remain positive
heading towards the 2023/24 season.

Cotton — prices are expected to stabilise in
2023.

Australian production forecast below re -
cord 2022 levels.

Sugar — global surplus, due to expected re-
covery in Brazilian cane production, to weigh
on the sweetness of prices.

Consumer foods — Australian consumer be -
haviour will continue to adapt to cost-of-living
pressures and falling real wages, and this will
remain a key theme through 2023.

Farm inputs — overall supply and demand
adjusting to a ‘new’ new normal, with prices
easing from record levels.
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Sheep boom

By Meat & Livestock Australia

The Australian sheepmeat industry is set
for another bumper year in 2023 as the
national sheep flock grows to its highest
level since 2007 at 78.75m head, accord
ing to the latest Sheep Industry Projec -
tions update from Meat & Livestock Aus -
tralia (MLA).

Driving this increase are optimal
breeding conditions nationwide, a ge -
netically superior flock, improved lamb -
ing percentages and medium-term in -
dustry confidence at the farm gate level.

Growth is forecast across all states,
with larger improvements in flock num -
bers expected from South Australia,
Western Australia, Queensland and Tas-

significant as other states.

In 2024 the national flock's growth
is projected to moderate and plateau,
reaching 79.5 million head, a rise of 1 per
cent, or 750,000 head year-on-year.

While in 2025, the national flock is
estimated to fall to 2023 levels, although
it will remain above the 10-year average.

According to Senior Market Informa -
tion Analyst at MLA, Ripley Atkinson, the
growth of the national flock in 2023 will
lead to increased slaughter numbers and
production.

“Lamb slaughter is forecast to reach
22.6m in 2023 as a result of large num-
bers of breeding ewes and strong mark-
ing rates,” he said.

“This is a rise of 595,000 head or 2.7
per cent year-on-year.

“2022's slaughter performance
showed that small stock processors
had a greater ability to increase their
throughput in line with higher supply, a
trend MLA expects will continue in 2023.

“Looking further ahead to 2024, we
forecast it to be a record year for lamb
slaughter, reaching 23.2m head.

“This would be a rise of 3&percnt;,
or 560,000 year-on-year and higher by
1.1m head or 5&percnt; on the 10-year
average.”

Carcase weights are also forecast to
increase in 2023.

This is primarily due to structural
genetic investment and productive im -
provement in the national flock over the
past two years.

In 2023, lamb carcase weights are
forecast to remain high at 25.1kg.

This would be 11 per cent, or 2.5kg/
head, above the 10-year average.

This is despite weather forecasts sug-
gesting drier conditions will occur in the
second half of 2023.

The Bureau of Meteorology (BOM)
has forecast that the Indian Ocean Di -
pole (IOD) will enter a positive phase in
2023.

A positive IOD results in less rain
across southern Australia, where most of
Australia’'s sheep population is located.

As the second largest sheepmeat ex
porter in the world, New Zealand plays
an important role in the global lamb and
mutton market.

However, according to Mr Atkinson, a
decline in the New Zealand sheep flock
size presents an opportunity for the Aus -
tralian sheepmeat industry.

“New Zealand, like Australia, has
good market access, quality assurance
schemes and a strong reputation in -
ternationally meaning that they are an
international competitor to Australian
lamb and mutton,” he said.

Overall, Australia’s sheep industry
is in an exciting position of continued
growth and development, with local
production and the flock forecast set to
rise, while global demand for high-qual -
ity sheepmeat in established and emerg -
ing markets continues.

The industry’s ability to continue to
deliver high-quality protein and be a
world-leading producer will define 2023
as a positive and optimistic year.
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Dragon Fruit Smoothie

Peach and Raspberry
Christmas Cheesecake
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COUNTRY  health
wellbeing
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Recipelor 9 Queensland Queensland
Government

Empowering women through education and health is a priority for the Queens land Country Women'’s Association (QCWA). The QCWA Country Kitchens program, funded by the Queensland
Government through Health and Wellbeing Queensland, supports Queenslanders to adopt healthier lifestyles. To nd out more about the progra m visit https:/qcwacountrykitchens.com.au/.
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COMICS

Bottled Fruit

Insert Brain Here

Doodley Squat

WuMo

Against the Grain

Bushy Tales

Swamp

Insanity Streak
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Ballard Street

Grin Bin
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SUDOKU

No.

120

To solve a Sudoku puzzle, every number from
1 to 9 must appear in: each of the nine vertical
columns, each of the nine horizontal rows and
each of the nine 3 x 3 boxes. Remember, no

number can occur more than once in any row,

column or box.
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QUICK CROSSWORD

AN

10
1
12
13
14
15
18
20
21
23
26
27
28
29

AN

Trial (4)

Rundown (10)

Most courageous (7)
Improvement (7)
Contend (8)

Light purple (5)
Doohickey (4)

Video recorders (10)
Healthy (10)
Headland (4)

Knave (5)

Bomb fragments (8)
Token (7)

US politician, Hillary — (7)
Cynicism (10)
Flowing (4)

Checks (4)
First screen of a video
game (5,4)

~No onbh~

25

Signature (9)

Food dressing (5)
Having sharp corners (7)
African livestock
enclosure (5)

Drills (9)

Dish options list (4)
Dunce (9)

Binding agreements (9)
Nature spirit (9)
Emphatic assertion (1,4,2)
Hand it over (colloq) (5)
Phlegmatic (5)

Prissy (4)

Ornamental quartz (4)
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WORDFIT

No. 120
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Using the nine letters in the grid, how many words of
easy medium four letters or more can you list? The centre letter must
zlZ18l6lcvIolsIT] [9TI8T6]ElZ[SV]C be included and each letter may only be used once.
v|9|T|Z|S|Z|8]6]€| [2]S|v[c]9]8]T|6]¢E No colloquial or foreign
slelelolT|8|L]Z|¥]| [2]€l6|q|T|v|9]8]L words. No capitalised nouns,
Tlz|6[G[8[L[€[v[9] [8]6]€[L|S[9][¥]|C]|T apostrophes or plural f
8|G|¥|€|6]9|T|L|¢]| |V|C|L][T|6]€]8]S|9 words ending in “s”.
9|€lL|c|¥|T|S|8]6] [S|9|T|V|8|C|E|L|6 ;
€18/9(7|2|S|6|T || |6/2]9|8|7|T|C|€|S
6|V|S|T|L|€|2|9|8] [T|V|S|€|C|6]L]|9|8
L|T|2|8|9|6|F|€|S| [€]8]|C|9]|L|S|6|T |V
hard *
T|L|9|€|S|C|8|F|6
2|€|6/,|8|7|S|T|9
S|8|¥|T|9]|6]|C|L|€E
8|9|S|V|T|E€|6|2|L
7|2|L]9]6|8|T|€E|S
6|T|€|S|2[L[V]9]8
L|S|8|C|E|T|9|6|F
9\7|T|6/L|S5|€|8|¢C
€16/2|8|7|9]L|S|T
ee eee oo o oo oo
Which philosopher wrote 7  Written by Dave Dobbyn, what
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No. 120

Insert the missing letters to make
10 words — ve reading across the
grid and ve reading down.

NOTE: more than one solution may

be possible

QUICK QUIZ *

The Architecture of Happiness
and hosted the spin-off
documentary?

Who was the last of the
“Five Good Emperors”
of the Roman Empire?

In what year was The Canberra
Times rstissued?

What web-based community
was founded by Evan Williams,
Biz Stone and Jack Dorsey?

And similarly, what was
founded by Chad Hurley, Steve
Chen and Jawed Karim?

Who is credited with inventing
the Hills Hoist in 19457

10

was the theme song for Footrot
Flats (1987)?

Which of the following is not
a Ibert: a paintbrush, a nut or
a pie?

Which 1997 sci- Im starred
Milla Jovovich (pictured)

as Leeloominai Lekatariba
Lamina-Tchai Ekbat De Sebat?

What price did the National
Gallery of Australia pay for the
Jackson Pollock painting Blue
Polesin 1973?
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LONGREACH FORECAST

I—l TODAY TOMORROW SUNDAY < MONDAY
A RS >
a& Partly cloudy. Cloudy. Partly cloudy. @@@ Mostly sunny.
— — 30 31 33 35
FORECAST N S
e P 2 <
See www.bom.gov.au/australia/warnings AN ; s v ‘ ! s ,
Longreach: Sunny I\S/IL?:rt]Iy g;rjtéy Cloudy Sr?:vr\lgf irr\(;\\:vvgr Showers LgS:;f;; Rain Storm Sgtc())\;v;rs Windy Dust
Partly cloudy. Slight chance of a shower. Light Y Y
winds becoming east to northeasterly 20 to 30 a0 Th B
km/h during the morning then becoming light . ﬁ@b e ureau
during the evening. Townsville 29 %d p‘

Saturday. Cloudy.

Isisford:

Partly cloudy.

Saturday. Cloudy.

Barcaldine:

Partly cloudy.

Saturday. Cloudy.

Central West District:

Cloudy. Slight (30%) chance of a shower north of
Longreach. The chance of a storm in the
northwest. Winds east to northeasterly 20 to 30
km/h tending north to northeasterly 15 to 20
km/h during the evening.

Saturday. Cloudy. Slight (20%) chance of a shower.
The chance of a storm in the northwest.

Northern Goldfields & Upper Flinders District:
Cloudy. High (70%) chance of showers. The chance
of a storm. Winds east to northeasterly 20 to 30
km/h.

Saturday. Cloudy. Medium (50%) chance of
showers. The chance of a storm.

Central Highlands & Coalfields District:

Partly cloudy. Slight (20%) chance of a shower in
the northwest. Winds east to northeasterly 15 to
20 km/h becoming light during the evening.
Saturday. Partly cloudy.

Maranoa & Warrego District:

Mostly sunny. Winds north to northeasterly 15 to
20 km/h tending northeast to southeasterly
during the afternoon then tending north to
northeasterly during the evening.

Saturday. Mostly sunny day. The chance of a storm
in the afternoon and evening.

Queensland:

Widespread showers and storms in northern
districts with heavy falls possible, including in the

Richmond 29
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Windorah 36 QN
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Roma 36
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St. George

Chatrleville 36
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Cunnamulla 40

RAINFALL

of Meteorology

www.bom.gov.au

Warnings:

Latest info at
www.bom.gov.au/australia/warnings
Warnings 1300 659 210

State Service 1300 934 034
Coastal Waters 1300 978 023

v

> i% Rolleston 34

Brisbane 31
37

North West. Partly cloudy elsewhere. Scattered
showers about the east coast north of St
Lawrence. Maximum temperatures above average
in the south, well below average in the northwest,
near average in the east.

Saturday. Scattered to widespread showers and
storms in northern and northwestern districts with
heavy falls possible. Isolated showers and storms
in the southern interior and southwest. Scattered
showers along the east coast not of Mackay. Partly
cloudy elsewhere. Maximum temperatures above
average in the south, near average in the east,
below average in the north and well below average|
in the northwest of the state.

FRIDAY 10AM
\

7 days to 9am
February 14, 2023

Month to date to
9am February 14, 2023

Longreach 30
Blackall 33

Isisford 33

THE WORLD

World conditions yesterday
. Cit Weather Max  Min
ForecastRainfall_____________________________ [ e s
Today Zg:)l Tomorr rgg]ol Auckland fine 24 17
400 400 Bangkok storms 31 22
300 300 || Beijing fine 7 -6
200 200—{|| Berlin cloudy 10 2
100 100 Christchurch showers 20 13
50 - 50 Denpasar storms 32 24
| 25 Dublin cloudy 12 11
15 15881 Hong Kong sunny 18 14
1088 10831 Honolulu rain 27 21
g_ g_ Jakarta rain 26 24
1UJ 1 __J| Johannesburg .. showers 24 16
Kuala Lumpur.  fine 33 24
London cloudy 12 8
Los Angeles sunny 19 4
Madrid sunny 16 3
} J Moscow rain 1 -1
New Delhi fine 28 9
New York showers 15 11
CAPITAL CITIES SUN & MOON Noumea sunny 28 22
City Condition Max Sunrise Sunset Moonrise MESEEFJM (f:ilr?t:dy ;i 1575
Adelaide  Sunny. &iday 6:12am 7:02pm 2:17am  4:36pByt vila rain 30 23
Bri . 1
risbane - Partly cloudy %urday 6:13am 7:01pm 3:25am 5:35p§?0U| cloudy 5 0
Canberra;.  Mostly sunny. Singapore windy 33 24
Darwin Showers. Afternoon storm. ~ Supgay 6:13am 7:01pm 4:36am 6:28pg),y4 rain 32 25
Hobart Mostly sunny. Klonday 6:14am 7:00pm 5:46am 7:14pﬁ¢L§V'V showers 15 9
A Y Melbourne Late cool change. 33 . . ) Tokyo fine 8 0
f“?/;y}'l/s}/m}/n/ hect(?]l;aical trough cold front Perth sunny. 2§UESday 6:14am 6:59pm 6:54am 7: 55pvhncouver showers 6 3
a )
///////////// warm front  Sydney sunny. Wednesdyl5am 6:58pm  7:58am 8:32pWfellington windy 16 14
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Deadlines
Booking: 12 noon Wednesday
Final Approval: 1pm Wednesday

Classifieds

BARCGALDINE

CLANINGSERVICE

CALL TOBY ON: 07 4651 1183

@ General Notices

\/ Public Notices and Event

PROPOSAL TO UPGRADE
TELSTRA MOBILE PHONE BAS
STATION AT SAPPHIRE

Telstra plans to upgrade an existing telecommunigat
at20 Freedom Road, Sapphire QLD 4702 (Lot 94/PT
www.rfnsa.com.au/4702001.

1. Telstra are currently upgrading existing mobile
to for the introduction of 5G to Telstra’s netwqrk|
network upgrade, Telstra proposes the installdtiq
NR/TE2600 (5G) technologies at Sapphire. Pioy
the above site will involve; replacement of ning (
antennas with new panel antennas (each no Ing
height), installation of three (3) Remote Radiol U
Telstra’s mobile phone network.

2. Telstra regards the proposed installation as a| L
in accordance witléhemmunications (Low-imp@c
Determination 2648d on the description above.

3. In accordance with Section 7 of C564:202
Base Station Deployment Code, we invite|y
feedback about the proposal. Further infor
submissions should be directed to William McQu
via email to: submissions@bmmgroup.com.au|ol
by3 March 2023.

12590042-JW08-33

Find it in the

General
Classi eds

section of Network Classieds.
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Charlotte Welch with the top spin.

Social

By Michael R Williams

Social tennis has returned to Longreach on
Tuesday nights and turn-outs have been
strong for an early-year start.

President Chis Smith said after a commit -
tee meeting held the week prior, the sport had
returned with nine players.

“We ran three courts tonight, with multiple

Alex Fitzgerald returning the shot.

Tennis has returned.

LeaderToday.com.au S P O RT

Hamish Hart with Charlotte Welch returning a
serve.

ennis back in swing

styles of tennis,” he said.

“We had a lot of visitors coming through, so
it should build every Tuesday onwards.

“We are hoping to have a few unique events
throughout the year to keep things interesting
and get people involved.

“So just come down, enjoy, have fun, and
meet lot of unique people within the town -
ship.”

Lloydy’s Serve o

Time to push our tennis as regional sport tourisn

This weekend sees the running of the annual
Longreach 9s rugby league tournament, a fan -
tastic and successful event that has been run-
ning for many years.

Teams come from all over, including Mt Isa,
Rockhampton and Mackay, to compete in the
men's and women’s divisions, all on one day.

Such events dont happen easily, with
months of preparation by the committee, facil -
ity staff, and investment from local sponsors.

The aspect of this | want to focus on today
is sport tourism.

Back in the day, a phrase | hear a lot more
out West, there were many sporting events that
drew in visitors from near and far to the vari -

ous towns around the Central West.

Many things have affected these over the
years, population reduction, family dynamics,
loss of volunteer culture and, more recently,
Covid.

Currently, besides the Longreach 9s, most
of the big sporting events are horse racing.

We all know how events like the Birdsville
Cup, Alpha Races and the Longreach Cup swell
local populations, and local businesses will tell
you that even though these occasions only last
a day or two; the financial benefit can be a real
boost in hard times.

This is not to even start to build on the social
benefit of human interactions in this time of

IT dominance, and the health benefits of more

sport and better pathways for our juniors. So
what is stopping us from restarting the famous

Central West tennis tournaments of the past,
or the equivalent of a Charters Towers Gold
Field Ashes? Facilities, volunteers, drive from
the various local councils, the need and want
from you?

It's all at our fingers tips, people!

Well maybe not fingertips, maybe down at the

elbow at the moment, but it's there!

The facilities are there but just need some
maintenance and some use, the volunteers
will come out to help their local communities,
the councils | have spoken to are keen, and

yes | think there is a need and a want from the
public.

So where do you start?

Get involved in your local club.

If you don't have one, start one or contact
your council and put your name down as be -
ing interested, and get your friends involved.
It all starts with that first step by you.

We have great racing and rugby league
events, but keep an eye out for tennis this
year and cricket next summer, as for other
sports, the world (or at least our small part of
it) is your oyster.
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The move to Winton has been a ‘valuable’ change, Mr Coulson said.
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on course

Tennis back “
PAGE 31

772653 " 360008

Focusing on form and technique is the best way to achieve your goals,

Mr Coulson believes.

Paramedic PT hits Winton

By Michael R Williams

Exercise scientist and professional body -
builder turned paramedic, Dan Coulson is
looking to build an exercise culture in Winton
starting by offering affordable personal train -
ing sessions at the local gym.

Mr Coulson found himself a fish-out-of-
water last year when he took on the role as a
paramedic in Winton last year.

Living most of his life in the south-east
corner, her found after finishing his training
as a paramedic he could not stand the casual/
contract life.

“But then | saw there was an offer to live
permanently out in Winton,” he said.

“Now, I've never heard of Winton, dont
know anything about the town.

“But | did have a few friends in the service
on the Gold Coast who had moved back re-
cently from Longreach.

“And they both said it would be very valu -
able for my career in terms of getting expo -
sure to rural paramedic work.”

Fully qualified paramedic in the Gold Coast.

At first he found the work to be unique.
“We don't have the resources [in Winton]

like they do in Metro South or the Gold Coast,

| can't just call for backup straight away,” he
said.

“I've got to call RFDS or the comm centre
for a big job—you're a lot more reliant on your
own personal skills and staying up to date
with them.”

However, Dan Coulson found that he had
more to offer than just his work as a para-
medic.

“I've been out here for three months, and
I've noticed there are a few things people
like to get behind: footy and sporting teams,
social events such as races and festivals,” he
said.

“But what I've noticed is there isn't a huge
culture around exercise and the gym in gen -
eral.

“Strangely, the Winton gym is one of the
best small little gyms I've been to.

“It's got plenty of air conditioning and any -
thing and everything you may want: tread -
mills, bikes, and boxing bags.”

Mr Coulson said over the coming months,

he hopes to build up interest in general exer -
cise, with benefits to all members of the com -
munity.

“For this town, and for a lot of regional
towns, there are statistics that point to issues
surrounding higher commodities such as car -
diovascular disease and obesity,” he said.

“I've been here in Winton since October
and | can count on two hands the people |
know who are using the gym regularly.

“Being an exercise scientist and personal
trainer, | felt there was a big need for some -
thing out here.

“I'd like to work with council and see if we
get something moving forward for everyone
from younger guys preparing for the footy
season to those with advancing age who may
need to work through chronic pain or low
mobility.”

The first session with Mr Coulson will be
free and subsequent sessions will be $50 an
hour for one-on-one or two-to-one for $70
for both people and boot camps will be an
option.
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2 FOST SRR FCIST R@ MiSSE CHEST £ QANCIET TCOLRIT Gl G:GK BOTSSIRIE 40T QUETNATOR
240 volts. 3-stage screw-up li - 2040kg capacity. Easy wind 1814k ity. E ind
: . 45pc multiple dr socket set. g capacity. Easy win
ing pad. Door protection pad handle w/ gearbox. 2.2 - 6m43$C 1/3" 'r'?]emc & AJE handle for setting centre of
& chain guard. Height limited  opening width. 360° spin. Arm _ -5 "\ . gravity. 1.6-6m opening width.
switch. Li ing cap.: 4000kg. to bottom rail: 1150mm. 4 oc punch & chisel set Arm to bottom rail: 1150m.
Liing H: 1880mm. castor wheels, 2 x 75mm. Sprmg‘g4 ¢ bit set ' 4 200mm castor wheels on
Post H: 2824mm. W between loaded positioning pins. 3. 5mm_3p2 pliers set outriggers & 2 75mm wheels
posts: 2839mm. gauge high-quality 5, 0 pination on length extensions. Spring
steel. 8 ton rams. .- nner set, loaded positioning pins.
$3499 -2 adj. wrenches. 3.5mm gauge high quality
-Ball pein hammer. steel. 8 ton hydraulic rams. s Recoll start.
-7 pc screwdriver set. 1550L x 750W x 400mm H. 929 Overhead valve.

Transistorised ignition.
Longer run time - 10-50 %
larger fuel tank than previous
models. Wheel & handle kitg
m included. Torini engine w&
$2599 3 year warranty. Max Watts
3100. Rated Watts: 2800. 24@

Ire}
N
e

-Trimming knife w/
blades.
+ More!

#1499

*1699
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