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Judge class
Calling all eight to 25-year-olds in the 
Western Region who love to hang out 
with woolly friends.

The Muttaburra Stock Show is host -
ing The Bev Rea Sheep and Wool Junior 
Judging Workshop again these school 
holidays with registrations closing soon.

The experience of the workshop gives 
young people a head start for the up-
and-coming livestock judging events 
held during the district show season 
each year.

The free, all-day event is scheduled 
for Thursday 13 April with registrations 
closing Wednesday 5 April.

 “It’s an opportunity for them to so -
cialise and get together with friends as 
many are distance education students” 
event organiser Sarah Jane Fysh said.

“They learnt about an industry very 
relevant to their daily life.” 
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Littleproud slams Ag Department black hole, saying... 

‘No excuses’
The Nationals Leader David Littleproud has 
shirt-fronted the Labor Government for finan -
cial woes within the Department of Agricul -
ture, Fisheries and Forestry.

He said only Labor could turn an $88.4 mil -
lion net profit into a $100 million black hole, in 
just a matter of months.

“After winning the election, Labor delivered 
a Budget in October last year, so there can be 
no excuses,” Mr Littleproud said.

“With Labor’s upcoming May Budget just 
around the corner, it’s obvious Agriculture Min -
ister Murray Watt has lost control. 

“If the government was going to delay the 
sustainable funding mechanism for biosecu -
rity, they should have addressed any shortfall in 
the October Budget.”

Mr Littleproud added the Department was 
responsible for some of Australia’s most impor -
tant industries, including farm production and 

trade, as well as biosecurity.
The Department of Agriculture, Fisheries 

and Forestry Annual Report for 2021-22 shows a 
financial performance surplus of $88.4 million.

Mr Littleproud said the Mid-Year Economic 
and Fiscal Outlook 2021-22 measure also in-
cluded working towards delivering sustainable 
funding and investment into the biosecurity 
system.
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Tenders have now been called for a com-
bined $7.2 million worth of works at 
Longreach Hospital. 

A new three-chair, nurse-assisted 
renal dialysis unit will be delivered at a 
cost of $4.6 million.

The new nurse-assisted haemodialy -
sis unit will be the first for the Central 
West.

The hospital’s pathology and phar -
macy departments will also be upgraded 
at a cost of $2.6 million.

As part of the works, Central West 
Health is partnering with Pathology 
Queensland to expand, refurbish and 
upgrade the existing laboratory within 
the hospital.

Tenders for the combined works will 
close on 5 April, with a successful con-
tractor to be announced soon after.

The combined works are expected to 
be completed by the end of this year.
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Hospital 
tenders out

The Barcaldine Sandgoannas put on 
a display this weekend at home with 
a massive win over Winton.

Barcaldine fans were thrilled by 
their team’s dominant performance. 
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Barcaldine dominates
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Judging instruction at the 2022 Muttaburra 
Stock Show Bev Rea Sheep and Wool Junior 
Judging Workshop, which is on again these 
school holidays.  Pictures: MICHAEL R WILLIAMS

By Karen Simmons 

Calling all eight to 25-year-olds in the West -
ern Region who love to hang out with woolly 
friends.

The Muttaburra Stock Show is hosting The 
Bev Rea Sheep and Wool Junior Judging Work-
shop again these school holidays with regis -
trations closing soon.

The experience of the workshop gives 
young people a head start for the up-and-
coming livestock judging events held during 
the district show season each year.

The free, all-day event is scheduled for 
Thursday 13 April with registrations closing 
Wednesday 5 April.

One of the event organisers Sarah Jane Fysh 
said last year approximately 27 participants 
attended and young people travelled far and 
wide for the experience.

“Children travelled from Winton, Isisford 
and Corfield,“ Sarah said.

“It’s an opportunity for them to socialise and 
get together with friends as many are distance

education students.
“They learnt about an industry very rel -

evant to their daily life.
“Even for young people who don’t have 

much exposure to life on the land, it’s a great 
opportunity for them to come along and 
learn about the characteristics of a sheep and 
gain a better understanding of wool from the 
sheep’s back to the end product the jumper 
you wear.“

The two age group categories are eight to 14 
years, and then 15 to 25 years.

The workshop is named in honour of the 
late district grazier Bev Rea, who saw a gap in

the industry training.
She was keen to see young ones be offered 

the opportunity to learn more about sheep 
and wool judging and handling.

“The junior stock judging competitions are 
run at the Longreach, Isisford and Barcaldin 

shows each year,“ Sarah added.
“We wanted to encourage more interest in 

our local workshop and host it before the lo -
cal show circuit begins, as it may encourage 
young people to have the confidence and skill 
set to enter their local show junior judging 
events.

“If you win locally, it may lead to the partici -
pants competing in the junior judging at the 
Brisbane Exhibition.“

This year Greg Hunt from the Australian 
Wool Network will be instructing children in 
the wool judging section while Isisford prop -
erty owner Andrew Hacker will give the youth 
sheep instructing knowledge.

The family-friendly day is fully catered for, 
but numbers are limited. 

Training for young sheep and wool judges

Community garden continues to grow 
By Andew “Juddy“ Judd 

Last weekend, as part of the Winton Wellness 
Weekend, saw a number of Health Wellness 
professionals in their respective fields, invited 
to share their knowledge and wisdom with 
members of the Winton Community.

This included Michael Wardle, permac -
ulturalist, who not only lectured on soil pro -
ductivity but also permaculture and its place 
within a community garden.

Michael also led participants in the con -
struction of Winton Community Garden’s first 
wicking bed. 

This will be used as a trial bed in the pro -
duction of community food throughout the 
coming winter months.

Michael’s enthusiasm and expertise have 
revitalised the Community Garden and invig -
orated the project. 

This is the first step to the garden becom -
ing a valuable, sustainable and productive re -
source for both residents and visitors to Win -
ton to enjoy.

For further information on this exciting 
and developing project, contact 2ducksgar -
den@gmail.com 

The Winton community garden continues to grow. 

Mulch used to grow native plants. 

Pottery a success 
By Michael R Williams and Karen Simmons 

Every Tuesday at the Longreach Arts and Crafts 
Centre on Ibis Street, locals have been discov-
ering just how handy they can be.

Each week the centre hosts different work -
shops, with a delicious morning tea included.

Classes include handbuilt pottery, botani -
cal fabric painting and felting with wool.

RAPAD Employment Services Queensland 
(RESQ) help fund and promote the workshops, 
and encourage job seekers as well as anyone 
from the community to attend.

Employment Consultant, Cody Daley from 

RESQ said the workshops are a great place to 
socialise, with a number of their mental health 
clients enjoying the creative outlet.

“The pottery classes have been the most 
popular,“ Cody said.

“We are hoping this continues on as it’s 
been so beneficial for attendees.“ 
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Tourism season is back. 

While I do enjoy the rest period in the 
summer, it feels invigorating to have the 
west running again. 

I have heard a number of newcomers 
talk about how surprising it is to have 
something social to do every day. 

They don’t know what winter is like.

This week saw races, a wellness fes-
tival, and pottery... not to mention the 
regular occurrences of tennis and park 
run. 

And this weekend coming we have 
the Way Out West Fest. 

There is so much to be excited about. 

While this year looks to be somewhat 
quieter in terms of numbers compared 
to 2021/ 2022, I think that’s just going to 
mean more for the rest of us. 

Put on your party hats.

It’s going to be a bum -
per year. 

 - Michael R Williams

NEWS  LeaderToday.com.au 



Friday, 31 March, 2023   TODAY 3

Longreach Private Dental

Longreach Private Dental 
Dr. Mark Zavialov 

Ph: 4658 1283 
130 Eagle Street, Longreach

Providing quality care in all aspects of general 
dentistry since 2005.

We are members of the Child Dental Bene�ts Schedule.
CDBS is a Government initiative covering dental treatment for 

the eligible children aged 2-17.
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most dental services.
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Bush Beatz 
still growing
As we close out term one of Bush Beatz 
2023, we are excited to announce our 
donation and sponsorship options to 
the community.

Bush Beatz is now in its fourth year 
having kids aged three to 18 in the danc-
ing program.

This program helps to keep the kids 
healthy and active while they have a safe 
space to learn new skills and build con -
fidence.

Last year was our first time running 
the program for a whole year. Thanks to 
our wonderful sponsors and donors in 
the past years.

This year we are excited to introduce 
our new sponsorship proposal concept. 

We have five levels of sponsors Ter-
rific Topaz, Sparkling Sapphires, Ram -
page Ruby, Glitzy Gold and Dazzling 
Diamonds.

With each level, there are different 
benefits that you can get including com -
plimentary tickets, the display of your 
logo at events and /or a photo book of 
the performers.

This year sponsors will be entitled 
to have their name or logo on our new 
dance shirts that will be worn at com -
munity events and major performances 
by the dance team.

It is a great promotional tool and a 
thank you from us for your support.

Communities benefit when our youth 
thrives.

Your contribution to our fundrais -
ing program will ensure our youth will 
have consistent access to creative dance 
spaces.

You can help build a strong future for 
our bush kids by becoming a sponsor or 
giving a donation.

Any contribution helps. For more 
information and to find out how to be -
come a sponsor or give a tax-deductible 
donation, contact Kaite Russell at ad -
min@redridge.org.au or Louise Camp -
bell at info@redridge.org.au

Alternatively, you can make a tax de-
ductable donation to Red Ridge Founda -
tion Public Trust.
BSB: 034 194 - ACC: 238 345 and email 
your details (name and phone number) 
to Kaite Russell admin@redridge.org.
au or come into the Red Ridge store in 
Blackall.

2023 Outback Travellers Guide launched
By Rochelle Field 

Come out and explore your Aussie backyards, 
seeing more what the Maranoa region and 
Queensland as a whole is filled with.

Unlock breath-taking sights and make 
memories that will last a lifetime! Fill your 
Easter break by bringing the family along for 
camping under the stars at Mitchell retreat.

Outback Queensland’s 2023 Traveller’s 
Guide was first launched on Wednesday, 8 
March this year, becoming their third year of 
launching the guide.
The Maranoa regional community has joined 
the journey with the guide, showing hotspots 
of: The Roma Butter Factory, The Big Rig, The 
Great Artesian Spa, Surat’s Cob and Co chang-
ing museum, Gallery walk in Mitchell, Mitchell 
Grass Retreat, Mitchell on Maranoa Art Gal -
lery, Booringa Festival and much more. 
The Outback Queensland Traveller guide is a 
popular book among travellers, showcasing 
what Queensland has to offer, spanning the:
North West:  Mount Isa, Cloncurry, Julia Creek, 
Richmond and Hughenden
Far West: Boulia, Birdsville and Windorah
Central West:  Winton, Longreach, Barcaldine, 
Blackall and Tambo
South West: Eromanga, Thargomindah, Quil -
pie, Charleville, Cunnamulla, Roma and St 
George
East: Biloela
The guide presents various cultural experi -
ences to breath-taking landscapes.

“Following the pandemic, we have seen a 
spike in young Australians eager to get out and 
explore their own backyard - we welcome you, 
your vans and your enthusiasm for an adven -
ture to Outback Queensland to see where the 
real beauty lies,” said Andrew Martin, Chair 
of Outback Queensland Tourism Association, 
and Blackall-Tambo Regional Mayor.

With some of our region highlights in this 
year’s traveller’s guide, it is hoped to bring 
more people from all around to show people 
the beauty that lies within the outback.

“Our roads are open, the land is nourished 
and looking more beautiful than ever, the sun -
sets are phenomenal, the birdlife is sensation -
al and we’ve got country hospitality in spades 
– come now, don’t wait!,” said Andrew Martin.

“Outback Queensland is renowned for its 
excellent experiences, which continue to grow 
each year, providing Australians with even 
more reasons to visit time and time again. Last 
year, we saw eight Outback Queensland opera-
tors receive Queensland Tourism Awards for 
the unforgettable experiences they deliver to 
holidayers from across the nation.

“In recent months, we’ve seen celebrities 
flock to our region to get a glimpse of the out -
back charm,”  said Ms Brown.

We were fortunate to catch up with Tanya 
Neal, co-owner of the multi-award-winning 
Mitchell Grass Retreat. Tanya shares her words 
regarding who they are as a company. Recently 
back from the Australian Tourism Awards in 
Sydney where they were awarded Bronze for 

Unique Accommodation, Tanya was delighted 
to share her experiences on the benefits of 
promoting their luxury glamping property in 
the Queensland Outback Travellers Guide.

“Outback Queensland is a huge region, and 
for many visitors the Travellers Guide is an es-
sential tool for planning their outback adven -
ture. It’s pretty much the next best thing to hav -
ing your personal tour guide helping you find 
your preferred experiences, where to stay and 
how to get there. It’s an absolute no-brainer for 
us to continue to share our Mitchell Grass Re -
treat story in this fabulous guide.  We certainly 
wouldn’t want travellers to miss out on our 
fabulous 5-star glamping adventure designed 
with the perfect mix of authentic outback and 
one-of-a-kind moments,” Tanya said.

The support of Tourism and Events 
Queensland, Department of Tourism, 
Queensland Tourism Industry Council, Opera 
Queensland, Queensland Hotels Association, 
Queensland Rail, Rex Airlines, and our Out-
back Queensland Councils and industry part -
ners is recognized by the Outback Queensland 
Tourism Association.

Maranoa Today contacted the Mayor of the 
Maranoa Regional Council for a statement on 
the Guide, but did not receive an answer by the 
time this story went to print.

Grab yourself an Outback Traveller’s Guide 
and explore more of your Aussie backyard! 

For more information or to view the 2023 
Outback Queensland Travellers Guide, visit: 
outbackqueensland.com.au
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First steps on Treaty path
By Michael R Williams

In what has been described as the first baby 
steps towards creating treaties for Australian 
First Nations communities, the Queensland 
State Government has been visiting commu -
nities across the state to begin fielding feed -
back.

Discussions were held in Longreach where 
issues around state borders and more were 
discussed.

“Today we talked about the bill establishing 
a Path to Treaty institute that will support our 
First Nations communities to develop trea -
ties,“ said Mansfield MP Corrine McMillan.

“The bill also discusses, the establish-
ment of a Truth Telling and Healing Inquiry 
so that we can ensure that all Queenslanders 
understand our history of colonisation 
and the impact it had on First Nations  
peoples.“

Ms McMillan said discussions in Longreach 
were very encouraging going into the Path to 
Treaty process.

“Today I was encouraged by the knowledge, 
commitment, and empathy shown by the local 
people here at Longreach.

“I was very proud of the sentiment shown 
and I know that they are looking forward to 
what these negotiations may look like.“

Cook MP Cynthia Lui said the process has 
given much for the Labor cabinet to consider.

“One of the topics we discussed today was 
around interstate boundaries and what that 
may look like during negotiations,“ she said.

“That will be something that will be needed 

to be worked out.“
Ms McMillan said Longreach residents 

could look forward to further forums once the 
bill has been passed.

The Path to Treaty Bill has support from both Labor and and the Coalition. Nicklin MP Rob Skelton,  
Mansfield MP Corrine McMiIlan, Cook MP Cynthia Lui, and Burnett MP Stephen Bennett. 

The forum was well attended.
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Littleproud slams black hole of agriculture spending
Leader of The Nationals David Littleproud 
has shirt-fronted the Labor Government for 
’financial woes within the Department of Ag -
riculture, Fisheries and Forestry.

He said only Labor could turn an $88.4 
million net profit into a $100 million black 
hole, in just a matter of months.

“After winning the election, Labor deliv -
ered a Budget in October last year, so there 
can be no excuses,” Mr Littleproud said.

“With Labor’s upcoming May Budget just 
around the corner, it’s obvious Agriculture 
Minister Murray Watt has lost control. 

“If the government was going to delay the 
sustainable funding mechanism for biosecu -
rity, they should have addressed any shortfall 
in the October Budget.”

Mr Littleproud added the Department 
was responsible for some of Australia’s most 
important industries, including farm produc -
tion and trade, as well as biosecurity.

The Department of Agriculture, Fisher -
ies and Forestry Annual Report for 2021-22 
shows a financial performance surplus of 
$88.4 million.

Mr Littleproud said the Mid-Year Econom -
ic and Fiscal Outlook 2021-22 measure also 
included working towards delivering sustain -
able funding and investment into the bios -
ecurity system.

“In March 2022, as the former Minister 
for Agriculture, I agreed to the Department, 
commencing a public consultation process 
on sustainable funding and investment for 

biosecurity,“ he said.

“In 2021-22 over $1 billion was committed 
in biosecurity and export services. This was a 
significant boost to support the Department 
deliver biosecurity and services while in tran -
sition to cost-recovery.

“Prior to this I put in a number of reform 
measures to improve service delivery for ef -
ficiency, including installation of 3D X-rays to 
handle mail, to better manage the biosecu -
rity risk posed by hitchhiker pests arriving in 
imported cargo and modernising diagnostic 
technologies.

“This work just needed to be implement -
ed.”

Member for Maranoa MP David Littleproud 
is unhappy with the Labor Government’s 
handling of the Department of Agriculture, 
Fisheries, and Forestry.
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Wellness Week in Winton
By Michael R Williams 

Hosted by Winton’s famous comedy team the 
Crackup Sisters, Wellness Week in Winton 
went off with a crack. 

It was held over two days, with a variety of 
experts sharing their knowledge on improving 
community and personal wellness.

Some of the hosts included Psychologist 
and Nutritionist Linda Brown, movement and 
play expert Monique de Gooey, and Native 
Foods expert and Managing Director of Yam -
bangku Aboriginal Culture Heritage and Tour -
ism Association Suzanne Thompson. 

“The Crackup Sisters as a company of fe-
male acrobats and clowns has always been 
passionate about our health and wellbeing,“ 
said organiser Amanda Pearson. 

“Over the years we’ve searched and found 
really specialised information and care for our 
bodies, brains, guts and soils to grow good food. 

“We wanted to bring some of these prac -
titioners to Winton to share with us and the 
community to share knowledge, experience 
and the latest science as well as the oldest 
knowledge on wellness, nutrition, medicine 
and plants.“

Ms Pearson said she wanted to find and 
share practical advice to the greater commu -
nity. 

“We know that the practitioners will not 
always be here so we wanted practical advice 
and solutions we can action in our own homes 
and share with the community,“ she said. 

“And that is exactly what they gave us.“
With the addition of the Winton Communi-

ty Garden last year, there has been an increas-
ing interest in the health and well-being of the 
Winton community. 

“The Winton Community Garden was 
launched last year as a response to building 
community spaces and activities to come to -
gether and grow: to beautify an area and as a 
space to share knowledge on growing and eat-
ing fresh foods,“ Ms Pearson said. 

“Wellness is something that is important to 
all of us. 

“There has been so much raising of aware-

ness of the importance of mental health. 
“We wanted to expand this discussion by 

highlighting nutrition and mobility of bodies 
as big players in creating good foundations for 
a healthy mind which can feed a healthy body. 

“It was important to bring nutritionist, 
naturopath and psychologist Linda Brown to 
share the latest in research of how our brains 
function.“

Ms Pearson said she and her team of organ-
isers were pleased with how the event turned 
out. 

“It was fabulous,“ she said. 
“A stellar lineup of some of the state’s finest 

in permaculture, nutrition, psychology, native 
foods and movement.

“We had quite a few participants who 
thought they would just pop in for one ses -

sion and found themselves there for the whole 
weekend.“

Ms Pearson said the festival is likely to be 
held on a bi-annual basis from now on. 

“Wellness is an area The Crackup Sisters are 
passionate about,“ she said. 

“Looking after ourselves and our environ -
ment to create awesome experiences for us 
all.“ 

Participants were given the opportunity to give each other a massage. Linda Brown serving up a healthy meal. 

Zen Thai Shiatsu provided by Monique de 
Gooey. 
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Sustaining local papers 
Local print newspapers like Star News may 
survive the onslaught of online media.

A national report into local news sustain -
ability is challenging the perception that print 
newspapers are dead.

The report is calling on governments to re -
vise their advertising rules to help local news 
providers and better target regional and rural 
communities.

“Local and regional newspapers continue 
to play a significant role for local communi -
ties,“ said Star News Group managing director 
Paul Thomas.

“They provide a voice, an opportunity for 
informed public debate and hold the powerful 
to account.

“Star News Group is proud to continue to 
provide quality local news with balance and 
fairness but the conditions are tough.“

The report Media Innovation and the Civic 
Future of Australia’s Country Press made 22 
recommendations.

The finding was the culmination of a three-
year Australian Research Council project, led 
by Deakin University.

Deakin partnered with Country Press Aus -
tralia, the nation’s peak local news lobby, and 
RMIT University.

Project lead Professor Kristy Hess, of Dea-
kin’s School of Communications and Creative 
Arts, said the project’s aim was to examine the 
local media landscape to identify challenges 
and opportunities for sustainability and inno -
vation.

“We wanted to examine the challenges fac -
ing small-town news providers given the com -
mentary in recent years about the crisis they 
are facing in Australia and across the world,” 
she said.

This was the first comprehensive report of 
its kind in Australia and its recommendations 
provide a blueprint to preserve and grow rural 
and regional news for future generations.

Country Press Australia president Andrew 
Manuel said the Media Innovation and the 
Civic Future of Australia’s Country Press report 
should be seen as a beginning and not an end.

Mr Manuel said the report highlights the 
essential role local papers play in serving their 
communities and delivering civic journalism.

“This is arguably the most comprehensive 
study of our industry ever undertaken and the 
report stands as a beacon for government, for 
policy makers and for the community to take 
the appropriate and necessary actions to en -
sure newspapers can continue to play such a 
vital role,“ he said. 

The study began at the start of the Covid-19 
pandemic.

The pandemic resulted in the temporary 
or permanent closure of dozens of local mast -
heads across Australia and a shift among some 
to digital-only platforms.

“The first thing we did was conduct a major 
national survey to find out what people valued 
about their local mastheads,” Professor Hess 
said.  

“We found people in many regional and 
rural towns and cities were passionate about 
their local mastheads but rejected an over-reli -
ance on syndicated content, in print and digi -

tal, sourced from neighbouring areas or other 
parts of the country.”

The research team conducted two main na -
tional surveys – one with local news audiences 
and one with those who do not engage with lo -
cal news.

There were 35 interviews with Australian 
news editors and proprietors and seven inter -
pretive focus groups with editors, journalists 
and advertising managers within the Country 
Press Australia network.

One key finding was the strain on local 
mastheads hit with lost revenue from local, 
state and federal government advertising.

Advertising in recent years has prioritised 
social media and metropolitan news outlets 
with a larger digital reach.

“Our research found there is this obsession 
with digital reach,” Professor Hess said. 

“That’s all well and good, but a local mast -
head, whether in print or online, isn’t designed 
to reach one million people. 

“If we use the digital reach metric as an 
indicator as to which news outlets should get 
government advertising, these independent 
regional and rural outlets are going to lose out 
every time.

The report supports a recent Parliamentary 
Inquiry recommendation that stipulates 20 
per cent of all Federal Government advertising 
expenditure be directed to regional and rural 
news organisations.

“Communities without a newspaper rarely 
have a platform that enables them to be fully 
informed,“ Mr Thomas said.

“They no longer have professionally trained 
journalists providing balance and seeking out 
the details. 

“They become reliant on social media 

which has no balance, and most often simply 
coughs up someone else’s bias.“

Data from the study also showed govern -
ment funding schemes for local news outlets 
were often tied to digital innovation.

Funding is often given to buy drones and 
other technologies.

The report describes a ‘digital shiny things 
bias’ towards digital innovation at the expense 
of supporting initiatives that may be most 
beneficial to rural and regional audiences.

A greater appreciation for place-based pub -
lic interest journalism and the need for col -
laboration among publishers were other key 
findings.

While what local news providers needed 
was financial support to upgrade print infra -
structure or to hire more staff. 

Professor Hess said print is not dead for 
many regional and rural communities. 

“We need to remember there is a digital di -
vide in Australia that means some communi -
ties still struggle with poor-quality and unreli -
able Internet connections. 

“Some segments of the community, includ -
ing older citizens, find it difficult to use newer 
technologies.

“Younger audiences also like the look of a 
printed newspaper.”

The report also recommends better incen -
tives, including pay, to attract seasoned re -
porters to the regions. Governments are also 
urged to provide seed funding for journalist-
led news start-ups to counteract local “news 
deserts” developing in some parts of Australia.

“Our research shows people in these com -
munities want more local news content, in -
cluding stories on locals’ achievements, suc -
cesses and milestones.

“They also want news on local events and 
more investigative-type pieces.”

Mr Manuel noted that regional newspapers 
are unique in their ability to give readers an in -
sight into their close community.

“Our members continue to provide the lo -
cal and civic news that readers crave more 
than ever, often as the only local media outlet 
serving a particular region,“ he said. 

“Coming out of the pandemic, many pub -
lishers have reported a strong revival in their 
readership, underpinned by a focus on hyper-
local and unique news that has been a com -
mon denominator of country papers since 
their inception.“

The research also found there is more ca-
pacity for regional and rural news providers to 
develop collaborative advocacy and solutions-
style reporting campaigns that address impor -
tant rural and regional issues that span mul -
tiple communities.

Mr Thomas said the Victorian State Govern -
ment is very supportive of the industry, ensur -
ing important government communications 
are “provided to local communities through 
the local newspapers“.

However he stipulates that this dedication 
is not reflected in the Federal Government, 
who place their announcements solely online.

“Government messages can easily be mis-
construed online or end up next to inappropri -
ate material,“ he said. 

“We call on the Federal Government to 
ensure that they provide information to local 
communities across appropriate platforms 
and commit to the recommendations of this 
report by Deakin.“

The report was launched at a national event 
in Melbourne on 23 March. 

Local newspapers like the Longreach Leader may survive yet.
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(Owner retiring after 30 years to be with family)

BARCALDINE NEWS
Barcaldine Qld

FREEHOLD
NEWS AGENCY & TRAVEL AGENCY

If you would like to be the third owner in 80 years please call David Hardie Real Estate 
on 0427 575 974 anytime to discuss this lifestyle opportunity 

email: info@davidhardierealestate.com.au

Perfect Main Street Frontage Capricorn Highway

For Sale$280,000WIWO
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Price includes:

Personal
insurance,
made easy
Julie is a Longreach local who thinks things should be
easy. That's why we offer the option to combine all your
cover into one policy, with one renewal and one monthly
debit. Give Julie a call to learn more.

Contact Julie for a personalised quote today
07 4652 8620

Elders Insurance Central Queensland

Kav & Co Pty Ltd ABN 50093006609 trading as Elders Insurance Central Queensland AR No. 254594 is an Authorised Representative of Elders Insurance (Underwriting
Agency) Pty Limited ABN 56 138 879 026, AFSL 340965. (EIUA) . EIUA, acting under its own AFSL, is authorised to distribute Elders Insurance products on behalf of QBE
Insurance (Australia) Limited (ABN 78 003 191 035, AFSL 239545), the product issuer. Visit www.eldersinsurance.com.au to consider the Product Disclosure Statement and
any applicable Target Market Determination to decide if the product is right for you. *Monthly instalments are available for all farm, home, motor, boat and landlord insurance
and selected commercial insurance policies.

12587510-JC05-23

By Suzie van Laarhoven 

Fiona Owens has been a QCWA Country 
Kitchens facilitator for five years now, join -
ing the health promotion program back in 
2017.  

“I registered to learn more about healthy 
eating and nutrition myself, with the goal 
to then be able to pass on the knowledge in 
my community,” said Fiona.    

Fiona has worked to form partnerships 
with a range of organisations and groups 
in Longreach, such as schools, the local li-
brary, and the council. 

Through these partnerships, she has fa-
cilitated a number of activities, including 
showcase displays at community events, 
and cooking workshops.  

As a Tour Guide for the School of Dis-
tance Education in Longreach, Fiona is pas -
sionate about maximising the impact of her 
Country Kitchens activities.  

“Earlier this year, I delivered two hands-
on nutrition workshops with a total of 30 
students as part of the Longreach School 
of Distance Education’s cluster week,“ said 
Fiona 

“The students enjoyed learning about 
the 5 key messages, as well as how to make 
healthy sausage rolls and apple crumble.

Longreach has a Mums and Bubs group 
organised through the local Council. 

The group meet weekly in the library, so 
Fiona created a wonderful and informative 
display about healthy lunchboxes, in the li -
brary where the group meet.    

“I really like doing showcase displays 
and including taste testing and recipe cards 
from the Country Kitchens recipe bank,“ 
said Fiona

In May last year, Fiona organised anoth -
er showcase for the Queensland Chamber 
Orchestra’s Camerata event.  

Outside of Country Kitchens, Fiona is an 

avid gardener, who also enjoys crafts, sew-
ing and poetry writing.  

“Everyone should get involved with 
Country Kitchens as it is a great way to 
learn skills for a healthier lifestyle, and to 
positively influence the health of others in 
your community.”  

If you or someone you know is keen to 
work with the QCWA Country Kitchens pro -
gram, we are always looking to increase our 
volunteer workforce. \

To learn about what we do, please get 
in touch with the team on 0417 539 663, or 
head to our website: qcwacountrykitchens.
com.au   

Empowering women through education 
and health is a priority for the Queensland 
Country Women’s Association (QCWA). 

The QCWA Country Kitchens program, 
funded by the Queensland Government 
through Health and Wellbeing Queensland, 
supports Queenslanders to adopt healthier 
lifestyles. 

Meet QCWA’s Fiona Owens

Fiona Owens has been a QCWA Country 
Kitchens facilitator for five years now. Tenders have now been called for a combined 

$7.2 million worth of works at Longreach Hos -
pital. 

A new three-chair, nurse-assisted renal di -
alysis unit will be delivered at a cost of $4.6 
million.

The new nurse-assisted haemodialysis unit 
will be the first for the Central West.

The hospital’s pathology and pharmacy 
departments will also be upgraded at a cost of 
$2.6 million.

As part of the works, Central West Health is 
partnering with Pathology Queensland to ex -
pand, refurbish and upgrade the existing labo -
ratory within the hospital.

The existing pharmacy department will 
also be upgraded and expanded.

The new dialysis unit will be located on the 
ground floor of the South Wing of Longreach 
Hospital, close to the Allied Health service.

Tenders for the combined works will close 
on 5 April, with a successful contractor to be 
announced soon after.

The combined works are expected to be 
completed by the end of this year.

The $7.2 million worth of works at Long -
reach Hospital is part of our investment of 
around $28 million in upgrades and refurbish -
ments to the hospital since 2017.

Central West Hospital and Health Service 
Chief Executive Anthony West said the devel-
opment of a full nurse-assisted haemodialysis 
unit for Longreach will prove to be a major im -
provement in patients’ lives.

“An additional three specialised nurses and 
an administration officer will be recruited to 
support the new dialysis unit,“ Mr West said.

“Nurse-assisted dialysis is a complex ser-
vice to deliver, requiring access to specialist 
medical and allied health support and on-site 
nursing staff.

“For this reason, the Central Queensland 
Kidney Service at Rockhampton has partnered 
with Central West Health to support the safe 
provision of dialysis care at Longreach.”

Minister for Health and Ambulance Ser -
vices the Honourable Yvette D’Ath said the 
upgrading and refurbishment works at Long -
reach Hospital ensure healthcare delivery in a 
facility equipped for the 21st century.

“This is an investment that will benefit Cen -
tral West residents for years to come,“ Minister 
D’Ath said.

“Right across the state, we are building new 
health infrastructure, so our dedicated health 
staff have the most modern facilities from 
which to deliver their services.

“Over the next seven years, for instance, 
the Palaszczuk Government is investing more 
than $1 billion to replace ageing infrastructure 
across rural and remote areas.

“Over the past three years, the Palaszczuk 
Government has invested more than $66 mil -
lion in additional operational funding to sup -
port better access to kidney healthcare servic -
es, particularly in regional and remote areas.

“This is allowing care to be delivered closer 
to home for many people in regional, rural and 
remote areas of Queensland.

“I know it is tough on the people who have 
to travel to receive dialysis, as well as for their 
families.

“This is about providing better care closer 
to home for Queenslanders, no matter where 
they live.“

The initial funding for the Longreach 
Hospital dialysis unit was announced by the 
Palaszczuk Government as part of a statewide 
allocation for the expansion of regional, rural 
and remote dialysis services in October 2020.

The latest $7.2 million worth of works at 
Longreach Hospital brings to about $28 mil -
lion the total amount invested in upgrades and 
refurbishments to the hospital since 2017.

Under this Palaszczuk Government com -
mitment, new dialysis units have already been 
opened at Ingham and Charters Towers, to -
gether with an expansion of the existing dialy -
sis units in Bowen and Cooktown.

New dialysis units are also in progress for 
Proserpine, Kowanyama and Yeppoon. 

NEWS  LeaderToday.com.au 

Tenders call
A new three-chair, nurse-assisted renal dialysis unit will be delivered at Longreach Hospital - 
tenders are now open for the works.   Picture: SUPPLIED

Previous upgrade and refurbishment 
works at Longreach Hospital have al -
ready delivered:

 · A new and expanded maternity unit.

 · A new day surgery unit.

 · A new medical imaging department 
that includes the Central West’s first 
CT scanner.

 · Upgraded emergency department.

 · New air-conditioning system.

 · Upgraded electrical systems.

 · Extensive upgrades to the nurse call 
and medical gases systems. 
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In the shadow of hawks as wet season brings out birds
One of the perks of a wet season is the return 
of bird life.

I’ve spotted two entirely new (to me) spe -
cies, one of which I’ve yet to identify with my 
bird book. 

The other is a sacred kingfisher.
Some have remained around the house 

yards all through the drought, like magpies 
and willy wagtails, but in increasing num -
bers.

Others have come and gone in migrating 
waves since last year, but a few of their num-
bers have decided to stay put, for the time 
being anyway.

We have a couple of dozen brolgas cur-
rently making themselves at home, appropri -
ately, in our home paddock.

They are quite a sight to behold when they 
gather in flight.

Another bird species which gathers im -

pressively in flight is the bustard, commonly 
known around here as the bush turkey.

One species which gathers ominously is 
crows. Whoever came up with the epithet 
murder of crows knew a thing or two about 
them, because they can be bringers of death.

I keep my eyes peeled when crows gather, 
to see if they’ve spotted an animal in strife.

Along with the crows are hawks, which 
dance around the trees the crows gather in.

I don’t really know the relationship be -

tween the two, but I like to think the hawks 
are letting the crows know they are there.

And the hawks are certainly there, in ever-
increasing numbers.

There are many different names for a 
group of hawks, one being a kettle of hawks, 
which I suspect comes from the plume of 
steam rising from a kettle of boiling water. 
Hawks seem to fly in a similar pattern to wa -
ter vapour when they gather in numbers.

My favourite name is a swirl of hawks.
That’s what they were doing the other day, 

as I drove home, swirling above my head.
There was a couple of dozen or so when I 

picked up my camera and jumped out of the 
car, hoping to catch the whole kettle.

Suddenly, more rose from the trees in the 
creek, until there were dozens and dozens of 
hawks, so many I had no hope of counting 
them.

As impressive as brolgas and turkeys are, 
they don’t have a patch on hawks when they 
get together.

Then I noticed their shadows dancing on 
the ground all around me. 

In the setting sun, they were elongated but 
still retained the recognisable silhouette of a 
hawk. It seemed to double the numbers and 
make me feel truly surrounded since they 
were flying above and below me, kind of like 
a disco ball throws light on walls, floors and 
ceilings during a dance.

I have to say, it’s one of the coolest things 
I’ve ever seen.

The better half calls it a bush disco, and 
it’s a wondrous sight to behold, seeing the sky 
and ground filled with these glorious birds.

I just hope they have their eyes on the 
grasshoppers, but that’s a story for another 
day.

ILFRACOMBE 
INKLINGS
JOANNE ROBERTSON

SEAN DILLON 
BARCALDINE MAYOR

FROM  
MY DESK
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Renewable project closer
The approval of the Development Application 
for the Barcaldine Renewable Energy Zone 
marks a major milestone for this game-chang-
ing economic development opportunity. 

Manufacturing in Australia has declined 
substantially, chiefly due to energy costs do -
mestically. 

The opportunity to re-energise manufac -
turing and intensive food production right 
here in Western Queensland will be realised as 
this project continues to mature, with a final 
funding decision from the state for infrastruc -
ture development now the last key remaining 
item before on-ground works commences and 
operations begin.

For years we have seen the construction of 

solar farms that provide little to no ongoing or 
long-term employment within the region (or 
anywhere for that matter). 

This concept will see a combination of wind 
and solar power for multiple different busi -
nesses that in turn will provide a waste prod -
uct as part of their operating methodology that 

will be a valuable input for another business 
within the BREZ precinct.  

Lowering the cost of production and locat -
ing the BREZ at the intersection of two major 
transport/freight and logistical routes have 
been key elements attracting already estab -
lished and viable businesses to consider ex-
panding or moving their base to Barcaldine.

The compounding effect of the direct em -
ployment opportunities (which span the em -
ployment and skills spectrum) will be the ex -
pansion of existing local businesses’ footprints 
and the introduction of other support busi -
nesses. 

School leavers, trade and university gradu -
ates, locals, intra and interstate, and even 

foreign workers will be attracted to remain or 
move to the region with a solid prospect of 
permanent, long-term employment in a sector 
immune from the changes and negative im -
pacts being forecast around fossil fuel use or 
extraction; presenting not only an economic 
diversity for the region but safeguarding its 
future.  

Housing will be a significant issue to be 
addressed as the project develops, council 
has already commenced developing strate -
gies to allow for the infill of our towns before 
new developments are required and last year 
approved a new planning scheme which will 
allow for a more streamlined and attractive de -
velopment process. 
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Does your community 
group have an event 
they want to share? 

Send through the details to 
editorial@leadertoday.com.au

12591978-AA09-23
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What’s on

The Last of Us is bold and biting - you won’t regret it

In 2013, Naughty Dog Studios released the 
critically-acclaimed video game The Last of 
Us. 

One decade later, the creative mind be -
hind PlayStation’s masterpiece Neil Druck -
mann helps lead the way to adapt the game 
into a television series.

After a global pandemic causes civilisa -
tion to crumble, humanity is left to survive 
against fungal-infected humans. 

The Last of Us primarily follows tough -
ened family man Joel Miller (Pedro Pascal) 
and 14-year-old Ellie Williams (Bella Ramsey) 
who is Joel’s ‘protectee’ as she may just be 
humanity’s last hope to end this 20-year-old 
pandemic once and for all.

A vocal minority have criticised the show 
for making select changes to characters and 
the story as a whole; and while there are 
certainly differences between the game and 
show, there’s no denying each adaptation ac -
curately portrays the sheer despair and an -
guish of living in a post-apocalyptic world. 

Each of the nine episodes is well-paced 
and treats the monsters as giant hurdles for 
the characters to overcome, saving them as 
special attractions to keep tensions high. 

At the end of the day, the show’s greatest 
achievement is the relationships forged from 
episode to episode—especially the main one 
moulded between Joel and Ellie.

Pedro Pascal and Bella Ramsey breathe 
new life into Joel and Ellie, embodying the 
character’s personalities and motivations 

previously brought to life by their immacu -
late video game counterparts Troy Baker 
and Ashley Johnson; two esteemed actors 
who pop up in the show not just as one-off 
cameos, but as important characters who 
affect Joel and Ellie’s journey for better and 
worse.

Pascal’s grizzly performance is a feat in 
how to portray a hardened survivor, rarely 
expressing the positive side of himself which 
makes the development of his character all 

the more satisfying as he learns to open up 
to himself and others, particularly Ellie who 
grows the most throughout the journey. 

She begins the series as a loner who refus-
es to open up to others before meeting Joel, 
a similarly-enclosed survivor who also dealt 
with loss as they learn to reconnect with hu -
manity by protecting and bonding with each 
other in a manner that feels genuine by virtue 
of the chemistry between Pascal and Ramsey.

If there’s a phrase I would use to describe 
the show, it would be “avant-garde”. 

The Last of Us’ cutting-edge adapted 
screenplay allows the series to explore a wide 
variety of stories in this post-apocalyptic 
world. 

Episodes like “When You’re Lost in the 
Darkness,” “Long, Long Time” and “When We 
Are in Need” accentuate the show’s gritty and 
eerie setting, focusing on the harsh reality by 
blending it with a calamitous future many 
dread. 

The show may not be on par with the vid -
eo game, but at the end of the day, you can’t 
truly compare the two medians due to the in -
teractive experience of video games.

The Last of Us stands as my favourite se-
ries of 2023 and with a second season green 
light for 2025, I’d highly recommend jumping 
on the bandwagon before the hype dies out. 

Trust me, you won’t regret it.
Full review at movieswithhart.com

“If there’s a phrase I would use to describe the show, it would be “avant-garde,” - Hamish Hart. 

MOVIE 
REVIEW
HAMISH HART

Longreach and Central West Community Event Billboard 
If you would like to have your community event on our 
billboard, please email michael.williams@leadertoday.
com.au

Friday, March 31
Leading Sheep Forum and Dinner

This year’s forum will cover optimising flock fertility 
with Dr Gordon Refshauge (NSW DPI), AgForce Sheep 
and Goat Blueprint, updates from a local Producer 
Demonstration Site group and an update from AWI on 
investments in wool handling.

Location: Qantas Founders Outback Museum 1 Hudson 
Fysh Drive, Longreach Airport, Longreach QLD 4730

Cost: Forum and Dinner $60; Forum only $25; Dinner 
only $45

Time: 1:00 - 9:30pm

Contact: millie.nicholls@daf.qld.gov.au

Saturday, April 1
Easter at the Wool Pavilion

Location: Longreach Showgrounds Kite Street, 
Longreach Qld 4730

Cost: FREE

Time: 8:00 - 11:00

Rugby League

Alpha Brumbies v Longreach/Ilfracombe Tigers Rugby 
League Match

Bar and Canteen. Entry fees apply

Time: 6.00pm 

Location: Alpha Showground 

Tuesday, April 4
Handbuilt Potter Craft Class

Classes every Tuesday morning from 9am to 12 noon. 

Morning Tea is included, please bring your own water 
bottles. 

Limited Spots Available - Please RSVP today.

Location: Longreach Arts and Crafts Centre, 111 Ibis St, 
Longreach

Cost: FREE

Time: 09:00 - 12:00

Contact: atlantisj@resqld.com.au

First Five Forever

The Blackall and Tambo Libraries encourage the public 
to bring children aged 0 to 5 years to the library to 
experience the First Five Forever program. 

The program is held every week on Tuesday mornings, 
commencing:

The First Five Forever program involves reading, music, 
arts, crafts, and interaction with other children.

Blackall Library at 10:15 am

Tambo Library at 9:00 am

Contact:  Blackall Library on 4657 4764 or Tambo 
Library on 4654 6408

Longreach/Ilfracombe Tigers (Rugby League Training)

Every Tuesday and Thursday and the Longreach 
Showgrounds from 6pm. All welcome

Location: Longreach Showgrounds 

Time: 6pm

Wednesday, April 5
A two-day program celebrating Winton’s link to Waltzing 
Matilda will be held April 5 and 6 this year.

On Wednesday 5 April, an escorted bus trip will be held 
to Combo Waterhole; the very place that featured a spot 
of sheep stealing over 100 years ago.

A local historian will ply the passengers with 

interesting stories and facts, and Waltzing Matilda will 
be sung at the waterhole.

The party will travel on for lunch at the Kynuna Hotel, 
again documented by Banjo himself on one of his visits 
when he was visiting the Macphersons on Dagworth 
Station.

For those wanting to travel in their own vehicles, a UHF 
hook-up will be available.

Locations: Combo Waterhole and Kyuna Hotel, Winton

Bookings and more information: Winton Visitor 
Information Centre

Thursday, April 6 
Longreach/Ilfracombe Tigers (Rugby League Training)

Every Tuesday and Thursday and the Longreach 
Showgrounds from 6pm. All welcome

Location: Longreach Showgrounds 

Time: 6pm

Waltzing Matilda Day - patrons visiting the Waltzing 
Matilda Centre will experience an additional
range of activities - a colouring competition, jumbuck 
(sheep) shearing, wool spinning, a whip cracking 
school, meet the pioneers and a talk about opal 
mining.
Free opal chips will be made available for the children.
Location: Waltzing Matilda Centre, Winton
Information:  Winton Visitor Information Centre has 
further details.
Bookings: Winton Visitor Information Centre

Saturday, 8 April
Barcaldine Races 

Time: 12pm
Location: Barcaldine Racecourse, Barcaldine 
Showground, 78 Wilga Street

Tuesday, April 11
Botanical Fabric Painting

Various classes every Tuesday morning from 9am to 12 
noon. 
Morning Tea is included, please bring your own water 
bottles. 
Limited Spots Available - Please RSVP today.
Location: Longreach Arts and Crafts Centre, 111 Ibis St, 
Longreach
Cost: FREE
Time: 09:00 - 12:00
Contact: 4658 0710

Thursday, 13 April
The Muttaburra Stock Show Bev Rea Sheep and Wool 
Junior Judging Workshop

Two age groups - Fully catered - Parents accompany 
children - numbers limited
Location: Muttaburra Showgrounds
Contact: Katie Webb - 4658 7012

Thursday, 20 April
The Sundowner Music event

On the Road with the Barleyshakes Duo
When: Thursday, 20 April - 6:30pm
Where: Tambo Shire Hall/ E.E Parr Park, Arthur St, Tambo
FREE (RSVP)
Easter Holiday Program - April

Monday 3, Wednesday 5 and Wednesday 12 April
Book the children in to the Longreach Library for an 
Easter Egg Hunt and Easter crafts. 
Contact: 4658 4111 to secure your spot - limited to 20 
children each day. 

Registrations are due on 30 March 2023. 
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Easter Church Services
For God so love the world, that He gave 

His one and only Son, that whoever 
believes in Him shall not perish but have 

eternal life. 
- John 3:16

12596855-JW14-23

12595719-SN14-23

ARAMAC
St George’s, 
cnr Burt & Kerr Sts 
Wednesday 5 April
Easter Service 10am

BARCALDINE
St Peter’s, 85 Elm St
Easter Sunday 9 April
Easter Communion Service 9am

BLACKALL
Holy Trinity Church, 
Coronation Drive
Good Friday 7 April
Ecumenical Service at

 
The New Beginnings Church 9am
Saturday 8 April
Easter Eve 5.30pm

JERICHO
St Matthew’s, 
Darwin St
Good Friday 7 April
Easter Service 10am

JUNDAH
Church of Incarnation, 
Macrossan St
Saturday 1 April
Easter Service 10.30am

LONGREACH
St Andrew’s, 144 Emu St
Sunday 2 April
Palm Sunday Service 5pm
Saturday 8 April
Easter Service 9am

STONEHENGE
Community Hall
Saturday 1 April
Easter Service 2pm

TAMBO
St Michael & All Angel’s, 
Arthur Street 
Easter Sunday 9 April
Easter Day Communion 9am

WINTON
St Paul’s, Cork Street
Palm Sunday 2 April
Easter Service 9am

YARAKA
St Anne’s, Quilp Street
Palm Sunday 2 April
Easter Service, Baptism 
& Holy Communion 9.30am

For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son. John 3:16a

The Churches of Longreach  
Easter Church Services

Longreach Churches Together welcome you to their 
Easter Sunday Sonrise Service - commencing at 6.00am 

at Reach Christian Church - on the deck.
(next to racecourse - Teal Street, Longreach)

Followed by complimentary Tea, Coffee 
& Hot Cross Buns at 6:45am. All Welcome.

Easter Church Service Times:
Anglican Church - 9:00am on Saturday

Baptist Church -  9:00am Good Friday and 9:00am Easter Sunday

Catholic Church -  6:00pm Thursday, 8:00am Good Friday and 
9:00am Easter Sunday

Reach Christian Church -  9:30 am Good Friday and 
9:30am Easter Sunday

Uniting Church -  8:00am Good Friday and 
9:00am Easter Sunday

12595892-KG14-23
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A whole lot of CWA service  
By Suzie C McDarra 

Five Country Women’s Association (CWA) Cen -
tral West Divisional members were recognised 
for 60 or 50 years of service last Saturday. 

Sixteen members were in attendance in 
person and online from branches in Long -
reach, Morella, Barcaldine, Blackall, Alpha and 
Muttaburra. 

Gwen Rogers from the Longreach branch 
has been a member of Silso and Longreach 
branches for over 60 years. 

At the branch level, Gwen has been presi-
dent, vice president, secretary, international 
officer and a convenor for various competi -
tions. 

For the CW Division, she has been presi-
dent, vice president and secretary. 

Joyce Rogers has been a member of Silso, 
Longreach, Ilfracombe and Morella branches. 

In the branch, Joyce has been president, 
secretary, treasurer and international officer. 

For Division she has been president, vice 
president, secretary, treasurer and convenor of 
competitions. 

For the state, Joyce was vice president of the 
central region. 

Alison McNall, currently divisional treasur -
er, from the Blackall branch has been a mem -
ber of Richmond, Muttaburra and Blackall 
branches for over 50 years. 

At branch level, she was president, secre-
tary, treasurer and hall convenor. 

Alison became the bus driver to take mem -
bers to mobile meetings many years ago.

Of all her roles, Alison said she’s “happiest 
in the kitchen”. 

As a member for 50 years, Jane Rogerson 
started at the Silso branch and moved to the 
Morella branch. 

She has been a treasurer and a convenor for 

various competitions. 
Dawn Crawley from Barcaldine was unable 

to attend to receive her badge recognising 60 
years of service. 

Whilst Dawn didn’t hold any positions, she 
supported members and all those in executive 
positions over the many years.

CWA State President Sheila Campbell said 
it was a pleasure to award the certificates and 
pins. 

“It’s the members who make this associa -
tion,” Mrs Campbell said. 

“It’s you who do all the work and without 
members, we wouldn’t be able to do what we 
do.

“We do a damn site more than make 
scones,” she laughed. 

“Our real work is to lobby government – and 
because of our longevity, they listen to us. 

“The reason you wear a seatbelt and are 
kept alert by the rumble strips on the side of 
the road whilst driving—they’re because of the 
CWA. 

“The reason we don’t shoot koalas anymore 

is because of the CWA because up until 1932, 
koalas could be shot. 

“So that’s how far we go back when it comes 
to advocacy.

“Things we’re advocating, for now, include 
staff-resident ratios in aged care centres.

“We’re talking to health departments about 
hospitals which no longer have maternity 
wards.”

Mrs Campbell said the QCWA needs young-
er women to continue the legacy we’ve estab -
lished over 100 years since being founded by 
Ruth Fairfax. 

“We are 101 this year, but we’re celebrating 
the centenary over two years to allow celebra -
tions in all 20 state divisions. 

“The essence of the QCWA is our role in 
providing a safe place for women to meet.”

Due to a lack of incoming younger mem -
bers, the Jericho branch held its final meeting 
in February and Aramac has also closed its 
branch in recent years.

“We welcome new members – we need new 

members and their ideas, or these branches  
face the same fate as Alpha and Aramac. 

Monthly, Longreach also hosts the QCWA 
markets on the second Saturday of each 
month, commencing on Saturday, April 1 in 
Qantas Park from 8.30 am – 12 noon.

Events to look forward to this year include 
the 240km Longreach to Winton Endurance 
Ride on July 29-30 are major fundraisers this 
year to celebrate 100 years of QCWA. 

Longreach branch is responsible for the 
presentation dinner on Sunday, July 30 and 
they need manpower to help with the setup 
and serving and bar. 

Any community groups, individual volun -
teers and property owners interested in being 
involved in the event with various jobs includ -
ing checkpoints, supplying water and food and 
looking after riders are welcome to message 
the Longreach-Winton Centenary Endurance 
Ride page on Facebook, email laura.axsenti-
eff@y7mail.com or discover more at qldendur -
ance.asn.au/ 

CWA State President Sheila Campbell (left) and CWA CW Divisional President, Lyndall Harriman (right) presented certificates and badges in 
recognition of 60 and 50 years of service to members Gwen Rogers (second L-R), Jane Rogerson, Joyce Rogers and Alison McNall. Absent Dawn 
Crawley. Attending the celebration as a guest speaker was Barb McMillan, State International Officer (second R).
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Race day with no horses
Springsure’s St Patrick’s Day Race Club cel-
ebrated its 70th annual race meeting on 11 
March – without any horses!

Due to significant rainfall in the days pre -
ceding the event, the track was deemed unfit 
for racing but a phantom meeting still went 
ahead.

More than 600 patrons enjoyed a great day 
of fun, music and fashions, including a hotly-
contested separate category representing a 
1950s’ ensemble.

The St Patrick’s Day Race Club held its first 
race meeting in 1950 after Fr McCarthy, Derm 
O’Donohue, Frank Priddle and Henry Dendle 
designed the event to boost the funds of the 
parish.

According to local legend, it was all worked 
out on the bonnet of a car.

For many years, a St Patrick’s Day Ball was 
held on the evening before the races and St 
Patrick’s Day Concerts were also conducted by 

the Sisters of Mercy with the children from the 
school.

Today, the money raised from the race 
meeting still supports Our Lady of the Sacred 
Heart Parish and Our Lady of the Sacred Heart 
Catholic School, along with other local chari -
ties.

The efforts of all volunteers from the parish 
and school are sincerely appreciated for their 
hard work before, during and after the event.

From these humble beginnings, the race 
meeting has become a highlight of the Spring -
sure social calendar drawing patrons and 
punters from throughout the Central High -
lands and beyond.

Under Racing Queensland regulations 
another race meeting is required to be held – 
with horses this time, we expect – on Sunday, 
18 June, but we anticipate it will be a much 
quieter affair.

Springsure’s St Patrick’s Day Race Club cuts  the anniversary cake with president Terry Hoare and 
Fr Francois.

School Savvy pop-up 
shops return for new year
CatholicCare’s annual back-to-school ini -
tiative that assists families with the rising 
cost and stress of getting students ready for 
the new school year has again witnessed 
huge demand in 2023.

Over 4000 people walked through the 
doors of a School Savvy CQ back to school 
pop-up shop in January, which opened 
across eight locations within the Central 
Queensland Region.

Each year, School Savvy pop-up shops 
offer quality second hand uniforms and 
essential booklist stationery supplies for 
as little as $1 to students in the Rockhamp-
ton, Yeppoon, Gracemere, Mount Morgan, 
Bundaberg, Gin Gin, Childers and Mackay 
areas.

Some of the pop-up shops also provide 
students with free basic haircuts.

CatholicCare director Robert Sims said 

that the number of people who accessed 
the service last month reflected the tough 
financial pressures that many families are 
facing.

“The level of demand that we saw really 
reinforces why School Savvy is so needed in 
our community.”

With housing crises and the rising cost of 
living heavily impacting families through -
out 2022, Mr Sims said that it was no won -
der that people were still feeling the pinch.

School Savvy pop-up shops will be 
back again in January 2024 and the team 
at CatholicCare already have preparations 
well underway.

If you would like to learn more or en -
quire about becoming a business support -
er, visit schoolsavvycq.com or find School 
Savvy CQ on Facebook.

School Savvy CQ back to school pop-up shops opened across eight locations in January.

Good News
FEATURE  LeaderToday.com.au 

Goodbye to Muttaburra
On Sunday, 29 January, parishioners and 
friends gathered with Bishop Michael and Fr 
Shaiju Lookose to celebrate Mass for the final 
time at St Joseph’s Catholic Church, Mutta -
burra.

The mood was reflective, as people remem-
bered times past at the church, and other plac -
es and times in their faith journey.

The local QCWA hosted a lovely morning 
tea afterwards, allowing the memories to con -
tinue flowing in air-conditioned comfort.

The history of the Catholic Church in Mut -
taburra is a long and at times difficult one.  In 
1877 (before the Diocese of Rockhampton ex-
isted), Fr James Cumberford was appointed to 
be in charge of the Western District – travelling 
on his faithful horse from Westwood out to Ar -
rilah, and up to Hughenden in the North.

Administratively, Muttaburra was part of 
the Barcaldine Parish established in 1888, be-
fore joining the Longreach Parish when it was 
established in 1893.

Then in 1934 it passed back to the Bar-
caldine Parish, which likely necessitated the 
change of name from St John’s to St Joseph’s.  
In 1950 Muttaburra and Aramac formed their 
own Parish.

July 9, 1882, marks the first recorded Catho-
lic marriage, officiated by Fr Cumberford at 
the Muttaburra Court House.  

Religious services were held at the Court 
House until 1894, when on the 2nd September 
the first Catholic Church was officially opened 
by Fr Hanley, the first Parish Priest of Long -
reach.

On the afternoon of 20 January, 1943, a 
fierce storm hit Muttaburra, throwing the 

Catholic Church off its stumps and destroy -
ing it.

There are reports of over three inches 
(75mm) of rain falling within 30 minutes, 
and large hail to accompany the wild winds  

and driving rain. 
Once repaired, the RSL Memorial Hall gave 

the Catholic Church free use of their build -
ing once a month for church services until 
completion of the current church building  

in September 1948. 
 It is hoped that this building will continue 

to be a place of life and love, providing a much 
needed home or other suitable use for some -
one in the township.

Celebration of Final Mass at St Joseph’s Catholic Church, Muttaburra, with Bishop McCarthy.
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Gladstone

Mass of the Lord’s Supper 
(Thursday 6th April)
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Good Friday (Friday 7th April)
Stations of the Cross
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Central West 

Mass of the Lord’s Supper 
(Thursday 6th April)
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Capricorn Coast

Mass of the Lord’s Supper 
(Thursday 6th April)
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Rockhampton

Mass of the Lord’s Supper 
(Thursday 6th April)
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Central Highlands

Mass of the Lord’s Supper 

(Thursday 6th April)
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Good Friday (Friday 7th April)

Stations of the Cross
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Service of the Lord’s Passion
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Easter Vigil (Saturday 8th April)
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Easter Sunday (Sunday 9th April)
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Bundaberg

Mass of the Lord’s Supper 

(Thursday 6th April)
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Good Friday – Service of the Lord’s Passion 

(Friday 7th April)
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Easter Vigil (Saturday 8th April)
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Easter Sunday (Sunday 9th April)
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He is not here;
for he has risen,

as he said he would.

Matthew 28:6

A community of believers witnessing the good news of the Kingdom

Bishop’s Easter message
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

Our Easter celebrations are a journey 
over several days, but it is one celebra-
tion which we are all invited to participate 
fully in and experience as community  
gathered.

I invite you to take the time to join your lo -
cal community this coming Easter.

The entrance antiphon for the Mass of the 
Lord’s Supper says – “We should glory in the 
Cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, in who is our 
salvation, life and resurrection, through whom 
we are saved and delivered.”

This sums up our Easter journey with 
Christ, the Sacred Paschal Triduum.

We begin on Holy Thursday with the Mass 
of the Lord’s Supper, where we are given the 
wonderful gift of the Eucharist; the centre of 
our faith and what we gather at table for each 
week when follow Christ’s command to “Do 
this in memory of me”.

We then follow Christ on his difficult jour -
ney to the cross on Good Friday for the cele-
bration of the Passion of the Lord.

We sit with Mary in her sorrow, watching 
everything unfold, waiting, seeing Jesus give 
all to die for us.  Then we wait.

We wait for the light of Jesus resurrected to 
burst forth at the Easter Vigil.

We celebrate with great joy our salvation 
in Christ, and we welcome our new members 
into the Church through the Sacraments.

This, my people, is the core of our faith.

However, Easter does not end there.
We continue to celebrate the Easter sea-

son for the following six weeks, through to 
Pentecost and the coming of the Holy Spirit  
anew.

Our Diocese will be holding a celebration 
for everyone across the Diocese to join on the 
Pentecost weekend.

I invite you to join us, and you can find fur -
ther information in parish bulletins and Dioc -
esan communications.

May you experience all of God’s blessings 
this Easter.

Yours sincerely,
Most Rev Michael McCarthy
Bishop of Rockhampton Bishop Michael McCarthy

 LeaderToday.com.au  FEATURE 
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Longreach servicewomen
By Longreach Archival And  
Historical Research Group Inc. 

This item is the third in a series about Long -
reach women who served in World War II. 
The surnames are as found in the National 
Archives. This item is proudly sponsored by 
Smith Bros.  
Abbreviations for the various services are: 

 · Australian Army Medical Women’s Service 
(AAMWS)  

 · Australian Army Nursing Service (AANS)  

 ·  Australian Women’s Army Service (AWAS)  

 · Women’s Auxiliary Australian Air Force 
(WAAAF) 

 · Women’s Royal Australian Naval Service 
(WRANS).  

Hanrick, Margaret Mary (Peggy) 
Service: WAAAF 
Service Number: 102004 
Born: 24/03/1925, Died 07/01/2009 
Served: 12/01/1944 - 22/01/1946 
Rank:  Aircraftwoman 
Married name:  Margaret Mary (Peg) Gibbs. 
Married Alexander Gibbs of Ballarat on 
14/09/1946 in  Longreach. 

Peggy Hanrick was born in Longreach and 
was living at Talleyrand, Longreach when 
she enlisted. Her parents were John (Jack) H. 
Hanrick and Mary (Lulu) Hanrick of Talley -
rand, Longreach. 
Hawkins, Mavis Claire 
Service: AAMWS 
Service Number:  QF272846 
Born:  10/05/1923 
Served: 09/03/1944 - 04/06/1946 
Rank:  Corporal 
Married name:  Mavis Edwards. Married Allen 
N. Edwards of Melbourne in June 1946. 

Mavis Hawkins went to school in Long -
reach and was living there when she enlisted. 
Her father was  Mr Gilbert S. Hawkins, the 

long-serving second superintendent of the 
Longreach Ambulance.  
Hutton, Mary Margaret Honorah 
Service: AANS / AIF 
Service Number:  QX46885 (Q142096) 
Born:  31/01/1916 
Served: 15/04/1942 - 08/06/1944 
Rank:  Lieutenant 
Maiden name:  Mary Lynn. Married Lieutenant 
David Hutton, AIF, of Yeppoon on 23/02/1944. 

Mary Hutton was born and raised in Long -
reach. She was a nurse at the Longreach Hos-
pital for a few months. She and Moreen Lynn 
(see below) were sisters. Their parents were Mr 
Thomas and Mrs  Kathleen Lynn, proprietors 
of the Leichhardt Hotel in Longreach. 

Both Mr and Mrs Lynn are buried at the 
Longreach Cemetery. 
Irwin, Edna May 
Service: AWAS 
Service Number:  QF269589 

Born: 07/06/1922 
Served: 02/03/1943 - 02/03/1944 
Rank:  Private 
Maiden name:  Edna Moll. Married George Ir -
win of Brisbane on 24/11/1943. 

Edna Irwin was born in Longreach and was 
living there when she enlisted. Her parents 
were Mr and  Mrs F Moll, Chorregon. Mr Fred 
Moll is buried at the Longreach Cemetery. 
Lynn, Moreen Iris  
Service: WRANS 
Service Number:  WR/1975 
Born:  25/09/1924, Died 20 Dec 2002 
Served: 20/03/1944 - 10/01/1946 
Rank:  ASST WTR (ADULT) GROUP III 
Married name:  Moreen Hodges. Married 
Douglas Hodges on 07/09/1946. 

Moreen Lynn was born and raised in Long -
reach and was working at the Longreach 
Leader office and on Radio 4LG as the popu-
lar “Aunty Moreen” when she enlisted. Aunty 
Moreen ran the “4LG  Australians” sessions 
twice a week. 

She and Mary Hutton (nee Lynn) (see above) 
were sisters.  (Name is often seen as Maureen 
instead of Moreen.)  We thank these wonderful 
women for their service to our nation. 

This series will continue over the next few 
weeks.  The volunteers of the Longreach Archi-
val And Historical Research Group Inc. have 
used all reasonable endeavours to ensure this 
information is as accurate as possible. It gives 
no warranty or guarantee that the information 
is accurate, complete, current, or fit for any use 
whatsoever. 

If you believe any of the information may 
be inaccurate, please let us know. 

If you have any additional information or 
photos that you are willing to share, we could 
love to hear from you. 

Please contact longreachhistory@gmail.
com 

L-R (Top to Bottom) Margaret (Peggy) Hanrick, 1944; Mavis Edwards, nee Hawkins, on her wedding 
day, 1946; Mary Hutton (nee Lynn), 1944; Edna Moll (later Edna Irwin), 1943 and Moreen Lynn, 
1944.

HISTORY  LeaderToday.com.au 
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Do you have an event coming up? 
We want to know!

Send the details to editorial@leadertoday.com.au 
and we’ll publish it in our weekly Events Calendar.

12526033-SG50-21
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WE SORT OF CRAMMED  

IN PROBABLY FIVE YEARS’ 

WORTH OF WORK CONNECTIONS IN  

A TWO�TO�THREE�MONTH PERIOD.  

WE SAW THAT MUCH OF EACH OTHER
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THE GREEN MILE
Seven, Friday, 8.30pm, MA15+ (1999)
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THE FA THER
SBS World Movies, Friday, 8.30pm, M (2020)
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THE PERSONAL H ISTORY OF DAVI D COPPER FIELD
10 Shake, Saturday, 7.30pm, PG (2019)
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STAR TREK BEYON D
10 Shake, Monday, 8.30pm, M (2016)
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ACE VENTURA: PE T DETECTIVE
9Go!, Tuesday, 7.30pm, M (1994)
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OCEAN’S ELEVEN
9Go!, Sunday, 7pm, PG (2001)
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Have something to celebrate?
Place a Birthday, Wedding, Baby, Congratulations, Memorial notice with us.

Phone 1300 666 808
sales@networkclassi�eds.com.au
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FIGHTING FITNESS
WELLMANIA
Streaming, Net�ix
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THE CLEANER
Streaming, BritBox

PERRY MASON
Streaming,  
Foxtel On Demand
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THE POWER
Streaming from Friday, Prime Video
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THE BIG DOOR PRIZE
Streaming, Apple TV+
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RABBIT HOLE
Streaming, Paramount+
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Out and About
 LeaderToday.com.au  OUT AND ABOUT

1:  Michael Trad, Ash Watson, David Jones, Jamie 
Blackman, Cristina Blackman, and Ruth Enena in 
the member’s lounge. 

2:  Tony Barbeler, George Kent, and Sarah and Hay-
ley Wall out in the community . 

3: Local health workers having a day out . 

4:  Friends out together Jessica White, Lily Smith, 
and Andrew Beatty. 

5:  Longreach’s newest members on their �rst day 
on the tracks. 

6: Kate Deane enjoying an afternoon at the races. .

7: Locals having a blast.  

8: Mary Macintosh lost her camera.  

9:  Caught out of the gym Dilshan Delperchithra and 
Courtney Blythe. 

10:  Delaney Robyn, Roisin Wada, and Ella Crettenden 
dolled up for the races. 

11: Sister’s day out Jasmine and Jacinta McPhee. 

12:  Tenise Gillot, and Jenny and Indie Searles enjoy-
ing a day at the races. 

13: Madi Mahoney showing off her sunglasses. 

14:  Jane and Anne McDonald having a mother-daugh-
ter day out.  

15:  Kim “Cisco” Llewelyn, Kat Humphries, and Joel 
Witson, glad to be back at the racecourse. 
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Gardening Neil Fisher

Perfect gardening weather
Many towns across Central Queensland are 
looking to bloom great after the last few wet 
months. 

And it would be more than twenty years 
since this region has experienced such a per-
fectly wet start to the year. 

Now that the temperature has dropped by 
several degrees, we finally have the optimum 
gardening weather. 

So this weekend take a break from your oth -
er chores and make time to get into the garden!

At the moment it is timely to remind all gar -
deners that it is time to fertilise their lawns. 

I believe generally that a little seasonal fer -
tilising is better is far better than a big dose on 
the odd occasion. 

Select a fertiliser with the analysis of nitro -
gen, phosphorous and potassium at a ratio of 
3:1:2. 

But always beware of high-nitrogen fertilis -
ers ie. Higher than 20 parts nitrogen, as they 
promote growth spurts unless the nitrogen is 
in a slow-release form. 

Nitrogen promotes seven parts leaf growth 
to one part root growth, which just means 
more mowing! 

Your lawn may need extra nitrogen during 
the main growing season to maintain good co -
lour and growth. 

It is sometimes a matter of trial and error to 
get the right amount. 

Slow-release fertilisers may be easier for 
most people but are more expensive. 

I am a big fan of organic fertilisers, but you 
may need to apply them a little heavier to get 
the required nutrients. 

Organic fertilisers have the extra benefit of 
adding organic matter to the soil, which in the 
long term helps to hold the fertiliser in the soil 
longer. 

Remember all fertilisers should be watered 
into the lawn.  

The preparation of garden beds, whether 
flowers, vegetables, or shrubs, is now recom-
mended. 

However, if you are not using fresh garden 
soil you may need to open and aerate the soil, 
as the soil tends to harden up and compact af -
ter a little rain and following hot dry weather. 

Once aerated I would add some compost or 
some other form of vegetable matter like well-
aged straw mulch like lucerne or manure. 

One handy hint to remember when work -
ing with compost or straw mulches is to wet 
them down before spreading them around the 
garden as they can be dusted, it will also help 
to ease any allergies. 

I would also recommend adding some 
blood and bone fertiliser and some potash to 
the beds at this time to encourage growth and 
flowers. 

I remember a former champion gardener 
who would always go out and gather old wood 
ash and charcoal for his garden at this time of 
year, as they would condition the soil and also 
provide potash. 

Before you start planting your garden check 
the Ph of the soil, pH is the scale to determine 
the Acidity (sourness) or Alkalinity (sweetness) 
of your soil. 

Acid soil has a pH between 0 & 6.5 and Al-
kaline soil has a pH between 7.5 & 14 with the 
neutral point of soil being 7. 

Soil test kits are available for sale in most 
hardware stores.

In Western Queensland, the soil is generally 
sweet or Alkaline soil, and the soil has a high 
pH. 

The problem that creates is with high Ph 
nutrients are not available to the plants.  

Adjusting the pH to an acceptable level, 6.5 
is ideal, unlocks the nutrients and makes them 
available to your plants. 

The best garden soil for most plants has a 
pH of 6.0 – 6.5. If the soil is Alkaline, or sweet 
7:5-14, add Sulphur or Acidic Manures like 
chicken manure as that will help to bring the 
back naturally. 

If the soil is Acidic, sour 0-7:5, then Garden 
Lime can be added. 

It is also time to lift, divide, propagate and 
replant herbaceous perennials. 

The weather is ideal for planting Sweet Peas, 
Strawberry runners, most flower and vegetable 

seedlings, bulbs and just about every variety 
of trees and shrubs. Hard-to-propagate plants 
like Lavender, Rosemary and Native Plants 
have the best chance of being propagated now. 

Many flowering shrubs, such as Allamanda, 
Bougainvillea, Buddleia, Hibiscus and Ixoras 

are looking great now and all of these can be 
planted now as well. Remember when plant -
ing your new plants give them, regular water -
ing as well as a good measure of water-soluble 
fertiliser to encourage new root production so 
your plant will thrive. 

Allamanda williamsonii.

Buddleia davidii White Bouquet in Blackall. Ixora Sunkist.

Bougainvillea Singapore Pink bracts.

Hibiscus Blackall 150 Lucy.

Rosmarinus officinalis.
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By Meat & Livestock Australia 

The ever-improving sustainability of the 
Australian red meat industry has been 
recognised with red meat supplier Para -
digm Foods and its Roots Regenerative 
brand, victorious in their category at the 
Banksia Awards this week.

The Banksia Awards is Australia’s lon-
gest-running and most prestigious sus -
tainability awards and attracted a record 
number of entries for 2023. 

MLA is a proud sponsor.
Meat & Livestock Australia (MLA) 

managing director, Jason Strong, con -
gratulated Paradigm Foods on winning 
in its category along with the three oth -
er red meat industry finalists from the 
awards—HW Greenham, Leather Cattle 
Co, and Future Feed.

“Paradigm Foods is at the forefront of 
sharing the amazing sustainability story 
of the Australian red meat industry,” Mr 
Strong said. 

“They are connecting consumers 
around the world with a deeper under -
standing of the food on their plates, tell -
ing the story of the industry’s land, ani -
mals and people.

“Through Roots Regenerative, they are 
deeply committed to regenerative agri -
culture, reducing food waste, improving 
animal welfare and overall sustainability. 

“Winning this award is an amaz -
ing recognition of the hard work and 
dedication of the Paradigm Foods team 
and their partners.” Mr Strong said that 
many others in the industry are keen to 
build on their own sustainability story.

“For MLA and the Australian red meat 
and livestock industry, sustainability 
means the production of livestock in a 
way that is environmentally, socially and 
financially responsible with respect to 
our people, our animals and our natural 
resources,” Mr Strong said.

“MLA’s research and development 
investments are focused on demonstrat -
ing that sustainability goes hand in hand 
with productivity and long-term inter-
generational success.“

He said the whole industry had a 
strong sustainability story to tell, in -
cluding its ambitious plans to be carbon 
neutral by 2030 (CN30).

To date, the red meat sector has more 
than halved its emissions from 2005 
baseline levels.

“The Australian Beef and Sheep Sus-
tainability Frameworks drives the red 
meat and livestock industry’s commit -
ment. 

“The Frameworks are industry-led 
but customer and investor-focused, 
demonstrating industries’ commitment 
to sustainability and to transparently 
reporting industry sustainability perfor -
mance and progress.“ 

Meat wins

Wool market report shows downward slide has halted
By Australian Wool Network 

The Australian wool market has managed to 
halt its downward slide, albeit by the smallest 
of margins. 

The sale reduced in size compared to previ -
ous weeks, after 9.4 per cent of the offering was 
withdrawn prior to the sale, there were 40,224 
bales on offer nationally, 3,825 fewer bales 
than the previous series. 

The main driver in the market recording an 
overall increase was strong demand in the me -
dium to broad merino fleece types. 

Market results were quite varied between 
the three selling centres. 

The Fremantle region was the strongest 
performer for the series, recording increases 
across all sectors. 

The individual Micron Price Guides (MPGs) 
in the West for merino fleece climbed by be -
tween 10 and 25 cents. 

Gains in the skirtings and oddments helped 
push the Western Indicator up by 17 cents for 
the week. 

In Sydney, losses were recorded across all 
merino fleece MPGs finer than 19.5 micron, 
these Northern MPGs dropped by between 6 
and 25 cents. 

This combined with falls in the oddment 
and skirting sectors pushed the Northern Indi -
cator down by 7 cents. 

The Melbourne market was extremely var -
ied depending on the micron. 

The MPGs for 18.5 micron and finer fell by 
between 9 and 103 cents (17 micron most af-
fected), while the MPGs for 19.0 to 21.0 micron 

climbed by between 15 and 55 cents. 
The Southern indicator added 9 cents for 

the week. 
The AWEX Eastern Market Indicator (EMI) 

managed a one-cent rise, closing at 1,318 
cents. 

The Australian dollar (AUD) added over 
a full cent (1.03) compared to the US dollar 
(USD) since the close of the previous series. 

This meant when viewed in USD buyers’ 
purchases were comparatively dearer, thus 
preventing the market from recording a larger 
increase. 

This is highlighted when viewing the EMI in 
USD terms, the EMI gained 14 US cents for the 
week, an increase of 1.6 per cent (compared to 
the 0.08 per cent increase in AUD terms). 
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Rural Matters

By Adam Quinn, Greyman Ops 

Numerous significant rain events over the past 
three years are resulting in a surge in popula -
tions of feral pigs that are wreaking havoc over 
large swathes of grazing and growing country 
across Queensland.

Landowners and managers are struggling 
to keep up with the numbers, even with the 
help of recreational hunters and shooters.  

With up to 12 piglets per sow, and breeding 
every six months in some cases, the problem 
is exploding.  

While ground trapping, baiting and shoot -
ing are often the most cost-effective, the num -
ber of pigs destroyed re usually not greater that 
15-20 at a time – often less than 10, depending 
on the skills and experience of the hunters.

Over large areas, aerial pig destruction 
programs are the most effective at controlling 
feral pig populations, however, the cost of heli -
copters and shooters can be high, however, the 
cost per pig is usually <$40, depending on the 
total numbers taken.

One technology that is proving particularly 
effective in these programs is commercial-
grade thermal drones. 

Thermal drones are unmanned aerial ve -
hicles (UAVs) equipped with highly sensitive 
thermal imaging cameras that can detect heat 
signatures from animals on the ground from 
500 meters away. 

At Greyman Ops, we are using high-reso-
lution thermal drones, operated by licensed 
and experienced UAV pilots are proving to be a 
valuable tool in the fight against wild pigs, and 
here’s why:

Firstly, thermal drones can cover large areas 
of land quickly and efficiently. 

With their high speed and agility, and flight 
times of up to 45 minutes, thermal drones 
can easily navigate rough terrain and densely 
wooded areas, making them an ideal tool for 
monitoring and detecting feral pig popula -
tions in large and remote areas. 

By flying over large areas of land, thermal 
drones can identify pig hotspots and help con -
tractors to prioritize their control efforts, sav -
ing time and resources.

Secondly, thermal drones can detect pigs 
that are hiding under foliage, in rivers and 
creeks or in dense vegetation from above. 

This is particularly advantageous in areas 
where wild pigs are known to be present but 
are difficult to locate. 

The thermal cameras on these drones can 
detect the heat signatures of pigs, even in ar-
eas with heavy tree cover, making it easier to 
locate and control these animals.

Thirdly, thermal drones are non-invasive 
and non-destructive. 

This means that they can be used without 
causing harm to the environment or other ani -
mals. 

Unlike traditional methods of pig control, 
such as hunting or trapping, thermal drones 
do not disturb the natural habitat of other ani -
mals or cause damage to the ecosystem.

Finally, thermal drones are cost-effective. 
While the initial cost of purchasing and set -

ting up a thermal drone program is high, the 
reduced costs of delivering aerial surveillance 
and targeting, with the drone to find pigs, be -
fore sending a helicopter to dispatch, is signifi -
cant. 

By using thermal drones to locate and mon -
itor pig populations, farmers and landowners 
can focus their control efforts more effectively, 
reducing the need for costly and time-con -
suming methods such as trapping or hunting.

We (Greyman Ops) have been receiving 
strong interest in our drone services, especial -
ly as they enable significantly lower-cost pro -
grams than chopper-based programs.

Thermal drones are proving to be a valu -
able tool in the fight against wild pigs. They 
offer a fast, efficient, non-invasive and cost-
effective way of locating and monitoring pig 
populations, allowing us prioritize control ef -
forts and reduce the damage caused by these 
animals. 

Please get in touch with Greyman Ops if you 
have any questions about how new tech can be 
used to manage biosecurity risks and feral ani -
mal problems in your region. 

Thermal drone tech 
is tackling feral pigs

Thermal shots showing evidence of feral pigs. 
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Empowering women through education and health is a priority for the Queens land Country Women’s Association (QCWA). The QCWA Country Kitchens program, funded by the Queensland  
Government through Health and Wellbeing Queensland, supports Queenslanders to adopt healthier lifestyles. To �nd out more about the progra m visit https://qcwacountrykitchens.com.au/.
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country  k tchens recipes
Pumpkin Risotto

Vegetarian Sushi

Recipe courtesy of the Country Kitchens team

Recipe courtesy of Judy Fysh,  
Nelia Branch

Everyday  
Food

Everyday  
Food
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COMICS
Bushy TalesBottled Fruit

Insert Brain Here

Ballard Street

Grin Bin

Swamp

Insanity Streak

Doodley Squat

WuMo

Against the Grain
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No. 126

No. 126 No. 126

������
1 People from Bagdad,  

Mosul etc. �(6)
4 Written words�(8)
9 Grub�(5)
10 Used to restrain criminals�(9)
11 Genius plural�(5)
12 Buttress�(9)
13 Plant yielding fragrant oil�(8)
15 Asserts the truth of it�(6)
16 Country of mounties�(6)
18 Con�rming�(8)
23 From Oslo, e.g.�(9)
24 'I don’t know' (colloq)�(5)
26 Particular events�(9)
27 Japanese camera 

company�(5)
28 Prize�(8)
29 Slows�(6)

����
1 Against the law�(7)
2 Brother of Moses (Biblical)�(5)
3 From Rome or Florence�(7)
5 Sour�(6)
6 Discreet�(7)
7 Egyptian queen�(9)
8 Siblings�(7)
10 Steed�(5)
14 Anatomical chamber of the 

heart�(9)
16 Monarch’s spouse�(7)
17 Clothes�(7)
19 Tips�(5)
20 Rhythm�(7)
21 Reasons�(7)
22 Diligence 

(6)
25 Finnish 

phone 
maker�(5)

�������
QUICK CROSSWORD

DECODER WORDFIT

9-LETTER WORD

5x5 QUICK QUIZ

To solve a Sudoku puzzle, every number from 
1 to 9 must appear in: each of the nine vertical 
columns, each of the nine horizontal rows and 
each of the nine 3 x 3 boxes. Remember, no 
number can occur more than once in any row, 
column or box.

No. 126

6 4 8 1

2 7

7 5 3 6

5 9 3 6

4 9 5 6 2

1 9

3 5

2 6 1 8 7

3 6 4 2

easy

1 4 3 5

6

4 5 6 2

2 1 6

5 9 4 3

7 1

5 9

7 3 9 4

4 5 8

medium

2 6 8 9 4

6 4 2 9 3

1

1 8 7 2 6

6 9 5

3 6 1

5 3 8 1 9

9

hard

No. 126

SUDOKU

1 Which storyteller is the fable 
The Tortoise and the Hare  
attributed to?

2 In which decade was The 
Taming of the Shrew by William 
Shakespeare written?

3 What was Madonna’s (pictured) 
seventh studio album, released 
in the US on March 3, 1998?

4 According to NASA, how  
many con�rmed moons does 
Jupiter have?

5 How many teams play in the 
Australian Football League?

6 Which band released the 
albums Adrenaline and 
Around the Fur ? 

7 Who directed the �lms  
Boyz n the Hood  and  
Higher Learning?

8 The Ganges river, Meghna 
river and Brahmaputra river all 
�ow into which bay?

9 In what year did Barack 
Obama become president?

10 Gangkhar Puensum is the 
highest mountain in which 
landlocked Asian country?
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Using the nine letters in the grid, how many words of  
four letters or more can you list? The centre letter must  
be included and each letter may only be used once.  
No colloquial or foreign 
words. No capitalised nouns, 
apostrophes or plural 
words ending in “s”.
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Insert the missing letters to make  
10 words – �ve reading across the 
grid and �ve reading down.

NOTE: more than one solution may 
be possible
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143956827

324169785

839741562

987234156

598472631

762395418

256817349

671583294

415628973

easy medium

hard

642851973

935267814

894725136

759342681

487193562

126438759

318679245

261584397

573916428

521687394
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Aesop �†
1590s �†
Ray of Light  
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95 �†
18 ƒ†
Deftones �†
John Singleton  
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Bay of Bengal ‡†
2009 �ˆ†
Bhutan
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THE WORLD

CAPITAL CITIES
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City Condition Max
Adelaide Shower or two. 21
Brisbane Partly cloudy. 30
Canberra Mostly sunny. 21
Darwin Mostly sunny. 35
Hobart Shower or two. 17
Melbourne Shower or two developing. 19
Perth Morning shower or two. 25
Sydney Sunny. 24

LONGREACH

UV ALERT

9:00am - 3:50pm

MAX UV Index

10 (very high)
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with us and get better  results
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KLEM 
KATHRYN 

The relatives and friends of the Late 
Kathryn Klem, better known as Kate and 
formerly of Wompoo Road Longreach,

wish to advise that she passed away 
peacefully on Friday 24th March 2023 

surrounded by her loving family. 

Late Kathryn Klem is survived by her loving 
family Peter, Sarah and Amber, Ebony, 
Cameron, Summer, Ashley and Brett.

Longreach Regional Council
Funeral Directors of Longreach
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By Michael R Williams 

The Longreach/ Ilfracombe Tigers have man -
aged to inch out long-time rivals Blackall in a 
26 - 12 thriller in Ilfracombe. 

Longreach assistant coach Gavin Grove 
said he and coach Kien Dickson were happy 
with how the Tigers aimed up to the challenge. 

“We had spoken pretty directly about what 
we had to do to beat a strong Blackall side and 
the team went and completed those things,“ 
he said. 

“There were not many players who didn’t 
play well. 

“But our forward pack and our reserves de -
serve a big mention, they were outstanding.“

Going forward, the coaches said the side 
had much to improve on throughout the sea -
son. 

“Kien and I have always believed this side 
will get better later in the season as we have 
so many new players in crucial positions and a 
new style of play, so we are pretty confident the 
best is ahead of us yet,“ he said. 

“Happy with the start to the year, we have 
some big away games coming up in the back 
half of the season, so plenty of improvement 
still to be made, but we believe we have the im -
provement in us still, especially as we get fitter 
and our spine play more games together.

Mr Groves commended the opposition. 
“Blackall is a good side with some new fac -

es, they kept coming as we knew they would,“ 
he said. 

“And we look forward to another good game 
when we play them in Blackall later in the sea -
son.“ 

Longreach strong over Ilfracombe Tigers

Men of the Match: Magpies’ lock - Jake Richardson and Tigers’ centre - Gary Cutting

Lloydy’s Serve Michael Lloyd

Travelling all over the countryside for sport and family
Well over the last two weeks, I have literally 
travelled all over the countryside, as the song 
goes.  

I headed down to Brisbane to catch up with 
my folks and on the way back did a few coach-
ing stops.  

Morven and Augathella are keen on some 
additional sporting opportunities. 

Staff at the school and people in the town 
were keen to hear about coaching opportuni -
ties, especially for the kids.  

I visited Tambo again for cricket last Thurs -
day and had another good turnout.  

Shout out to the girls in Tambo who showed 
some great cricketing talent.  

The rooster next to the motel had me up 
early so it was off to Blackall for their cricket 
clinic.  

A big thanks to Matt Maclean for helping 
me organise it on the ground.  

Blackall, for those not in the know, has a 
great indoor cricket facility, and a handy venue 
for events such as this training session.  

Unfortunately, there was already a tenant 
in the building went Matt arrived to open up 
before I got there.  

Luckily he was able to encourage said user 
to head off into the nearby long grass while we 
trained, just another day out west.  

We had a fantastic rollup for the session, 

with many a cricket talent being shown off.  
Again some talented young ladies emerged 

from the group and I’m looking forward to see -
ing the continued development of both Tambo 
and Blackall cricket squads into next summer.

The following Saturday morning I did some 
tennis coaching in Blackall.  

While tennis has disappeared temporarily 
in town, there are plenty of people looking for -
ward to its re-emergence, with stories of glory 
days not too far away.  Thanks to the Blackall-
Tambo Council for their support and to Matt 
and wife Steph for their help on the court as 
well, might need thicker thongs next week 
Matt. 

With a quick turnaround at home in Long -
reach, I was off to Corfield to coach tennis.  

For those of you who don’t know Corfield, 
it is about 85km North East of Winton, with a 
couple of houses, a pub, a race track and two 
brand-new tennis courts.  Well, 18 kids turned 
up, aged three-13, and with some help from 
mums and dads, I think they all had a great 
time.  

Thanks to all those who helped organise the 
day to keep the sport alive in the region.  

So hopefully I’m highlighting that there are 
opportunities for your kids out there, and with 
your help, there will be plenty more to come. 

By Michael Lloyd 

Last Sunday saw tennis coach Michael 
Lloyd head up to Corfield to deliver a 
session for 18 local kids aged three-13 on 
a hot, but great afternoon. 

Skill levels were good and enthusiasm 
high with some of the children not see -
ing anyone but their family for the last 
month.

The Corfield Sports Club has done a 
great job securing such a fantastic facil -
ity in such a remote location and, thanks 
to local organisers, it will hopefully be 
utilised more in the future.  

A big thanks to Liz and Bruce Godfrey 
for helping organise the day, to all the 
parents who came out on the court, and 
to the cooks who fired up the barbecue 
at the end.  

Those driving past this small out -
post in relatively the middle of nowhere 
might have been surprised at the rollout 
(boosted by a local race meeting at the 
same time) but it was great to see the 
community come together.  

Many questions were asked about 
the next visit and coach Lloyd is keen to 
come back. 

Corfield  
junior  
tennis 
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Swim champs honoured 
By Suzie C McDarra 

The Longreach Swimming Club Monday night 
comps culminated in a presentation night on 
Monday with the traditional barbecue and 
games.

President Clare Walker who’s been part of 
the committee for eight years said the club 
had grown from a group of 25 children over 
the years. 

While the bulk of participants are locally 
based kids, there’s been out-of-towners com -
ing into club when possible as well, plus many 
members of the club have participated in car -
nivals around the district at Winton, Blackall, 
Barcaldine as well as the recent Longreach 
carnival.

About 100 kids turned out for the Longreach 
Memorial carnival in February, with swimmers 
coming from Springsure, Rockhampton, and 
Yeppoon. 

One swimmer to watch this year is Winton 
Club member Harriet Holcombe whose dedi -
cation to succeed is evident by coming over to 
Longreach to compete in club nights. 

Harriet is practicing for the upcoming state 
swimming championships. 

Swimming age champions took home per -
sonally named camping chairs Jonah L (12 
yrs), Sidney M (13 yrs), Maggie G (12 yrs), Max 
B (14 yrs) and Abby W (11 yrs),  Tom S (10 yrs), 
Taya M (10 yrs), Xander F (11 yrs) and Abby M 
(8 yrs), Mac S (8 yrs), Brian H (9 yrs) and Anna 
B (9 yrs). Missing Matilda B (13 yrs), Felicity L 
(15 yrs).

Swimming Club Champions Abby M and 
Mac S scored a trophy, an engraved water bot-
tle and a shield.

Breaking pool records this season was Xan-
der F (left) who set a new record in Boys 11 yrs 
200 metre Freestyle with a time of 3:32:52. 

Abby W set a record in Breastroke Girls 11 
yrs with a time of 1:30:30 which is four seconds 
on the 2022 record. 

Max B smashed the 2022 record in the Boys 
14 yrs 100 Freestyle with 1:07:78 (the previous 
record was 1:20:20). 

They were awarded Easter treats. 
Most Improved were Cooper M (Senior Boy 

11-16 yrs), Pippa W (Junior Girl 4-10 yrs), Sam 
B (Junior Boy 4-10 yrs) and Harlow O (Senior 
Girl 11-16 yrs). They received Funkita towels. 

Cooper also received the President’s Award 
for his consistent good attitude and sports -
manship, receiving a trophy and goggles. 

There were 10 different Swim Star awards 
Ben S and Max B, Charlii B, Atticus H, Emily W 
and Maeve W, Isla C, Xander M, Henry B and 
Tom S. 

Recognition went to Ben for his readiness 
to always lend a hand, Max for being a great 
role model, Charlii for her enthusiasm for PBs 
and moving up to 50m events this season, Atti -
cus for representing the Stingrays with pride at 
carnivals, Emily and Maeve for being the loud -
est in the cheerers in the squad, Isla for always 
having a smile on her face, Xander for eating 
the most burgers on club nights and Tom for 
being the best self-marshaller. 

Club champions, Abby M and Mac S.
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Barcaldine slams Winton
By Aaron Skinn, Satisfaction.Photos 

The Barcaldine Sandgoannas put on a display 
this weekend at home trouncing Winton 72 - 0. 

Next week Barcaldine and Blackall will duke 
it out in a grand final rematch. 
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NRL FOOTY TIPPING COMPETITION

Tracy Hatch
Wellshot Hotel

Country style meals  
& entertainment

Your home improvement  
& hardware specialist

Real Service from  
Real People

Relax, stay & dine in comfort 
in the heart of the outback

Garry Bettiens
Capricorn Plumbing & Building Supplies

Ph: 4658 2106
20 Main Ave, Ilfracombe

Ph: 4651 1699
69 Oak St, Barcaldine

Ph:  4657 1336
wintonleadingappliances.com.au

Ph: 4657 0647
northgregoryhotel.com

Harry Brodie
HBB Electrical

Chris Moore
North Gregory Hotel

ROOSTERS

PANTHERS

RABBITOHS

SEA EAGLES

DOLPHINS

BRONCOS

SHARKS

BULLDOGS

ROOSTERS

PANTHERS

RABBITOHS

SEA EAGLES

DRAGONS

BRONCOS

SHARKS

BULLDOGS

EELS

PANTHERS

RABBITOHS

SEA EAGLES

DRAGONS

BRONCOS

SHARKS

COWBOYS

EELS

PANTHERS

STORM

SEA EAGLES

DOLPHINS

BRONCOS

SHARKS

BULLDOGS 

12596608-JC14-23

Garry Bettiens ...................................... 21

Tracy Hatch  ......................................... 19

Harry Brodie ......................................... 16

Chris Moore  ........................................ 15

LEADERBOARD

EELS 17
STORM 24
DOLPHINS 12
COWBOYS 24
RABBITOHS 13
WARRIORS 16
KNIGHTS 24 
DRAGONS 8

PANTHERS 16
WESTS TIGERS 12 
BRONCOS 18
TITANS 12
SEA EAGLES 12
BULLDOGS 14
RAIDERS 14
SHARKS 40

�
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ROOSTERS VS EELS
RAIDERS VS PANTHERS
RABBITOHS VS STORM

SEA EAGLES VS KNIGHTS
DRAGONS VS DOLPHINS

BRONCOS VS WESTS TIGERS
SHARKS VS WARRIORS

BULLDOGS VS COWBOYS
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Athletes earn many PBs
Welcome everyone to the start of a new year 
for the Longreach Athletics Club.

Our first club meet was on Sunday 19 March 
—with 24 athletes and 47 PBs achieved.  
The results are as follows:

 · 5yrs - Bonnie Rayner 5 PBs (50m, 145m, Long 
Jump, High Jump, Shot Put); Fergus Couper 
Joyce 3PBs (50m, Long Jump, Shot Put); Beau 
Dillon 3PBs (145m, High Jump, Shot Put); 
Noah Machin 3PBs (50m, 145m, Shot Put). 
 

 · 6yrs - Brayson Miller 3PBs (145m, Long 
Jump, Shot Put).  

 · 7yrs - Woody Couper Joyce 3PBs (50m, 145m, 
Long Jump). 

 · 8yrs - Charli Hancock 4PBs (50m, 145m, 
200m, Long Jump); Sienna Machin 3PBs 
(145m, Long Jump, High Jump). 

 · 9yrs - Nate Fuller 4PBs (50m,145m, 200m, 
High Jump); William Geiger 4PBs (50m, 
145m, 200m, Long Jump). 

 · 10yrs - Alexie Holland 1PB (50m). 

 · 11yrs - Taya Miller 1PB (Shot Put); Sienna 
Fuller 2PBs (50m, Long Jump); Sonny Han-
cock 1PB (50m). 

 · 12yrs - Bindi Geiger 1PB (50m).

 · 13yrs - Jaylie Miller 2PBs (50m, 200m); Leo 
McDarra 1PB (Discus).  

 · 15yrs - Max Bruggemann 1PB (Javlin). 

 · 16yrs - Jozette Jones 1PB (Javlin).
Our next club meeting is Sunday 2 April - we 

welcome everyone to come along and check it 

out - there is still time to register for the year.
Please contact longreachathletics@gmail.

com for more information.
It will be program B, which means it’s ham -

mer week (12yrs to Masters), for these athletes, 
hammer starts at 8am — everyone else please 
be there at 8:30am to sign on, warm up at 
8:45am and starting at 9am.  

Remember, athletics is action and a whole 
lot of fun. 

One of the founding member John Palmer (left) was returned as president at the Longreach Athletics AGM for 2023, 
now in its 39th year. Brett Long returned as vice president, along with Brooke Ballard (secretary) and Melanie Palmer 
(treasurer).  Pictures: SUZIE MCDARRA Learning the finer points of shot put.

Young athletes were keen to return to the track.
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PLASMA CUTTER WATERBOY II
JET PUMP

400kg li� & 1.5m
high.
Platform size:
550 x 550mm.
Overload
protection valve.
Foot operated li�.
Hardened 
chrome frame.

1 ton cap. 1.6m highNot pictured

INVERTER
GENERATOR

24387
$999

24389
$1048

HYDRAULIC CHAIN
LIFT PLATFORM

Cutskill 35 amp inverter
plasma cutter. Incl.: power 
source, 60A plasma torch, 
work cable & clamp, wrench 
for air �lter, 1/4” nitto air line 
connector, & shoulder strap.

1-1601-30
$970

4 stroke OHV engine.
Low oil and overload alarms.

5 Litre tank.
2 x 15 amp outlets.

Pure sinewave.
Recoil start.

20kg.
2.4KVA

CTG2500I
$1299

240V, 450W motor. 10 amp
plug. Working bed: 450mm. 
Swing over bed: 250mm. Max
speed: 2650 RPM. Spindle size:
1” x 10TPI. Tail stock 50mm.
Tool rest length: 175mm. Tool
rest cap.: 50mm. Face plate size:
75mm. Belt & pulley drive.

DLATW013EX

$599

SP50180

Includes: 1/4” dr sockets & accs, 3/8” dr 
sockets & accs, 1/2” dr sockets & accs, 
3/4” dr sockets & accs, wrenches & 
spanners, screwdrivers, hex keys, pliers, 
hammers, hacksaw, folding knife, tape 
measure & much more!

516 
PIECE

SP50180
$9999

‘SUMO’ WORKSHOP
TOOLBOX
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Sport Blackall 
down in 
thriller 
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Smooth return to racing 
By Andrew Watts, Longreach Jockey Club 

Racing returned to Longreach on Saturday 
afternoon with the beach-themed races a big 
success with locals and some great racing on 
the track.

Smooth Move stole the show for David Rie -
woldt having a great start to the 2023 season, 
the horse now winning two of its three starts 
and looking to have a promising year ahead.

Smooth Move took out the O’Brien’s Open 
Plate over 1200m, beating Zukas and Ameri-
can Genius in a busy finish. After bungling the 
start, Smooth Move was taken into a promi -
nent position by jockey Robbie Farr and un -
leashed with a powerful run to beat Zukas by a 
nose and American Genius a length and a half 
away in third.

Training honours on the day went to Boy 
Foster from Ilfracombe winning two races.

First Prize Artist won the first by three-quar -
ters of a length over Use Early and Lunar Glide 
in the Commercial Hotel Longreach Class B 
Handicap and the second and the second leg 
of the double was an impressive win to Bitter 
Sweet Pluck.

Bitter Sweet Pluck tracked the speed set by 
Mufassa in the early position and presented 
with a hundred metres to go to win by a short 
half-head and Wicky for David Riewoldt and 
Matty Gray finished in third position.

Ride of the day went to Anna Bakos with her 
win on Park Burn, trained by Mark Oats and 
owned by the Caroline family of Blackall.

The horse took out the cudos money with 

around $13000 for the win. Park Burn tracked a 
nice speed set up by Lasell and Mr Cruise and 
was in a tricky position turning for home. Ba -
kos went back to the fence and got a gap com-
ing back to win by three-quarters of a length 
from Royo who was a good run in second and 
Lasell, the early leader held on for third.

It was an emotional, exciting and memo -
rable day for Ray Herman and John Rudd win -

ning the Maiden with Our Young Man.
Our Young Man has been racing for many 

seasons now and has been unable to crack 
that elusive win but lining up for his 42nd start 
on Saturday, he saluted for the very first time 
coming with a withering burst to defeat I’m 
Free and Tamsin.

It’s persistence with a capital P for Herman 
who has had this horse throughout his career 

which started back in July 2021.
TAB racing heads to Longreach this Monday 

with Michael Charge from Sky Racing being in 
attendance, entry is free with seven great local 
races to be covered by TAB and Sky Channel. 
Look forward to seeing everyone there.

Don’t forget the Easter Races at Barcaldine 
next Saturday and the Easter Monday races at 
Augathella. 

Smooth Move taking out race 5.

Our Young Man taking out race 4. Robbie Faehr on top of winning horse Smooth Move. Race 2 winner Anna Bakos with her horse Parkburn and Julie Edwards. 


